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PREFACE 


I DE8IBG to acknowledge my obligations to Mr. W. B. 
Heycock, i.o.s., Collector of Burdwan, and to Captain 
Mackworth, i.m.s., Civil Surgeon of Burdwan, for the 
assistance they have given me in the preparation of this 
volume. I am indebted to the former for having the proofs 
read and corrected in his office and to the latter for the 
greater part of the information contained in the Chapter 
on Public Health. The volume owes much to Mr. W. B. 
Oldham’s pamphlet on the Historical and Ethnioal Aspects 
of the Burdwan District, which is a mine of valuable and 
interesting information. 
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GAZETTEER 


07 THE 

BURDWAN DISTRICT. 


CHAPTER I. 

PHYSICAL ASPECTS. 

Thb district of Burdwftn, one of th« western districts of thao nm u. 
Burdvin Division, is situated between 22° 66' and 28° 53' north mwean- 
latitude and between 86° 48' and 88° 25' east longitude. It* 10 *’ 
eontaina an ana of 2,689 square milea as aaoertained bj the latest 
survey, and a population, according to the census of 1901, of 
1,632,475 persona. Burdw&n, the principal town and administra- 
tive head-quarters, is situated on the north bank of the Bftnka, 
some 2 miles from the D&modar river, in 23° 14' N. and 
87° 61' E. The name Birdkamina in the vernaoular is a corrup- 
tion of the Sanskrit Vdrdhamdna (the present participle passive 
of the verb virdh) and implies “ the increasing or prosperous.” 

The distriot lies mainly between the Ajay, the Bh&glrathi or n — 
Hoo ghl y , and the D&modar rivers. It is bounded on the north **•» 
by the Santil Parganas, Birbhiim and Murshidab&d ; on the east 
by Nadift ; on the south by Hoogbly, Midnapore and B&nkurft ; 
and on the west by M&nbbum. The Ajay separates it on the 
north from the BlrbhGm and Murshid&b&d distriots forming a 
Natural boundary line till shortly before its junction with the 
Bh&glrathi ; while on the south the D&modar, running parallel 
to the Ajay for a considerable portion of its oourse, forms the 
Tp.i«i boundary. A small portion of the K&twa subdivision lies 
to the north of the Ajay, and the Khandaghosh and Raina 
t hinas of the head-quarters subdivision lie to the south of the 
Dftmodar, whioh here takes a sharp bend to the north-east. On 
the west the Barikar passes along the north-western boundary for 
a few miles before its junction with the Dftmodar and divides the 
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district from M§iibhura. On tho east the Hooghly, known in its 
upper reaches as the Bhagirathi, f rms the main boundary with 
Nodi&, but a small stiip of land oil tho right bank of the river 
whioh oontains the town of Nadia belongs to that district. The 
south-eastern boundary marches v»ith the llooghly district and is 
formed by an irregular lino drawn north-east from the Dhalkisor 
river, whioh for a few miles forms the boundary with Midnapore, 
to the Hooghly. The natural boundaries formed by the great 
rivers to the north, east and south are fairly con&tant, and there 
have been no important ohangos within recent times. 

Confign. In shape tho disiriot resembles a club or hammer, ot wmcli the 
ration. handle consisting of the Asan^ol subdivision is sonio CO miles 
in length. The head is formed by the dalta to the east lying 
between tho great rivers whioh form the main boundaries, and the 
greatest bieadth here is about 70 miles. Tho total length 
of the district from the Barakar liver to the Hooghly below 
Kalna is L‘3() miles. It falls naturally into two main divisions. 
The eastern portion, comprising tho Burdwan, Kalna and Katwa 
subdivisions with a total area of 2,071 square miles, is a wide 
alluvial plain enclosed by the A jay, the Bhagirathi, and the 
Dfimodar on the north, east, anl south, and bounded by the 
Asansol subdivision on the west. To tno west the distriot 
narrows to a mere strip of rocky, undulating land, some 15 
miles wide, lying between the Ajay and the Damodar rivors. 
difisiong These two tracts differ completely from each other in natural 
oharaoteristios, scenery and population. That to the ea3t, which 
oontains more than two-thirds of the total area of the distiiot, is 
a delta the southern edge of which approaches the sea-board and 
is of the most recent formation. Tho rivors whioh have worked 
to form it are the Ajay, the Damodar, and the Ganges, of whioh 
river the Bhagirathi is an ancient channel. The latter in its 
offorts to break eastwards has left long loops of disused ohannels 
all along its western banks and the soil here is waterlogged and 
swampy. Jn the Ausgram thdna a large traot of a hundred 
square miles is still covered with sal jungle. Elsewhere the 
oountry is densely cultivated. Wide plains, green in their Beason 
with rice, and at other times patterned like a gigantio ohess-board 
by the low embankments which divide the fields, stretoh in un- 
varying monotony to an horizon dotted with trees and villages. 
The villages are situated on higher ground and are usually buried 
in tropical vegetation. Large trees are scarce, but the dumps of 
bamboos, tho mango graves, and the date and other palms whioh 
endrde the houses have a quiet beauty of their own. One very 
notioeable feature of this portion of the district is the great 
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number of tAnks whioh cover its surface. Many of the more 
valuable lands are irrigated from them and in the villages there 
is hardly a family of any position which has not its own 
private tank for bathing and other domesfcio purposes. Un- 
fortunately little oare is taken to oleanse these depressions, and in 
many cases they booome more ooss-pools reoeiving all the sullage 
water from the houses on their banks. The general drainage 
is from west and south-wo>t to east. The ' ourse of the Damodar 
along tlio south-western boundary is higher than tho llooghly 
to the east and several ohannols run down this slope. The fall 
however is very slight, tho average from the Damodar to the 
llooghly being only 4 feet per mile. Tho Damodar itself drains 
but a email portion of the district, and us bed here is genorally 
higher than the surroundiug oountry. 

Tho western portion of tho district resembles a promontory 
jutting out from tho hill ranges of Central India and consists of 
barren, rocky and rolling country with a Intoiite soil rising into 
rocky hillooks on the right bank of tho Ajay river and shut in on 
the west, north and south by tho hills of Cliota Nagpur and the 
Santal Parganas. Tho actual hovllunl of this peninsula is 
formod by tho pnrgana of Gtopbliilm formerly by trulition the 
seat of a Sadgop dynasty, with the della not only fenoing it in on 
the east but odging round it on tho south and north. This tract 
is praafcicallv treeless thuigh a portion is still covered with ml 
forest and before the discoveries of coal in the last century was 
a tremendous wilderness dotte l at long intervals by tiny clearings 
and settlements and intersooted by no great road or route. The 
surface is generally covored with clay, in some parts alluvial, but 
in others formed from tho decomposition of tho rocks, though in 
plaoes the rooks are exposed and great stretches of land are 
wholly unfit for cultivation. It is chiefly in tho depressions and 
along tho edges of the numerous drainage channels that rice is 
cultivated in terraoes bankod up on the slopes. Along the 
Damodar to the south however there are narrow strips of land 
formed by alluvion whioh yiold good harvests The famous 
R&nlganj coal field is situated in this strip of undulating country 
enclosed by the Ajay and Damodar rivors and this corner of 
the district is one of the busiest industrial tracts in Bengal. The 
oountry is dotted with ooal pits and factories, and its coal and 
iron fields are thronged by miners from the neighbouring districts. 
The drainage is chiefly into the Damodar, the water shed, a 
range of high ground- which rises in places to over 300 feet, 
running some 5 miles south of the Ajay river. B&nlganj and 
Asansol, the two principal towns in the Asansol subdivision! 
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are situated at an altitude above sea level of 303 and 267 feet 
respectively. 

The Bh&glrathi, which in its lower reaohes below the town of 
Nadi& and after its junction with the Jalangi, is known as the 
Hooghly, ultimately reoeives all the drainage of the district as 
is shown by the following table :~ 


Kunur 

... 

• •• 


B&nka 

••• 

IM 

Ajay "| 

Khar! 
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... 

! ( Bh&glrathi 

Nunia 

Singar&n 

••• 

••• 

• II 

• or 

| D&modar j Hooghly. 

Dhalkisor 

• M 
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The Bh&glrathi is navigable by large boats all the year round, 
but the channel is gradually silting up and, in February and 
March below K&twa, is only with great difficulty kept open. 
The D&modar is only navigable during the rains and in the dry 
weather dwindles to an insignificant stream, in many places not a 
foot deep. Before the construction of the East Indian Kailway 
all the ooal from the Raniganj ooal field was Bent down this river 
on barges, but the traffic on it is now of little importance. The 
larger streams within the distriot are the Kunur, a tributary of 
the Ajay, the Nunia and Singar&n which drain the Asansol 
subdivision, and the Banka and Kh&ri whioh flow into the 
Bh&glrathi. The B&nka and Khati were originally offshoots 
of the D&modar, and the old beds up to their junction with the 
parent stream can still Be traoed. Throughout their oourses these 
riven reoeive numerous smaller tributaries whioh are merely 
drainage channels for the superfluous water oolleoted in the rice 
fields during the rains. There are also a large number of small 
creeks and water-courses interlacing with the larger streams whioh 
are almost entirely dry during the greater part of the year. 

Gases of alluvion and diluvion are frequent in the larger 
riven but no extensive ohanges in their coune have recently 
taken place though the Bh&glrathi is now said to be threatening 
the town of K&twa. It is dear however that such ohanges 
were frequent in former times. The Bh&glrathi has left long 
loops of disused channels all along its western bank and, 
at the beginning of the last century, by a sudden change of 
course, swung eastwards and left the town of Nadift and a 
considerable strip of land north and south of that city on 
its right bank. The D&modar after flowing till comparatively 
recent times in different channels due east through the silt, has 
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broken violently to the south and is now attempting to break a 
oourse back to the south-west. As has already been noted the 
Kharl and B&nka, though now separated from it, were originally 
spill-ohannels of this river. 

The banks of the rivers are generally low and their beds 
sandy and cultivation is only carried on along the edges of the 
larger rivers where the fields are protected by embankments. The 
Bhagirathi is fordable below K&twa in February and Maroh. 

The D&modar and Ajay are deep streams in the rains but at 
other seasons are passable on foot at any part of the distriot. 

The Kharl is never fordable for the last few miles of its course 
before its junction with the Bh&glrathi, while the other streams 
are fordable at all seasons exoept after heavy rain. The follow- 
ing is a brief description of the principal rivers. 

The Bhagirathi or Hooghly forms the whole eastern boundary Bkngi- 
of the distriot with the exoeption of a short distance where it™ thl °' 
enters the Nadia distriot near the town of Nadi&. This river is °°* y ‘ 
one of the many channels which the Ganges in its progress 
eastwards has abandoned, and, although still regarded as one of 
the months of the saored river, now reoeives but little water 
from it. For Hindus the Bhagirathi just above Katwa 
possesses an espeoial sanctity even rivalling the Ganges at 
Benares in this respeot ; according to tradition the great Vikxa- 
maditya used to transport himself daily from his palace at XJjain 
in B&jpui&na to K&twa to hathe in its purifying waters. 

The bed is gradually silting up and in its upper reaches in 
the dry season there is hardly any current. A large river- 
borne trade 3s carried on it, and there is a regular service 
of river steamers from Calcutta during the rains which 
competes not unsuccessfully with the railways both for goods and 
passenger traffic. The average breadth is about a mile, but in the 
hot weather the main ohannel above K&lna is often less than a 
hundred yards across, and the river is fordable in many plaoes in 
the K&twa subdivision. The Bh&girathi first touches Burdw&n 
m little south of the battle field of Plassey, which is on the opposite 
tank. Thence it flows southwards as far as K&twa where it is 
jmned by the Ajay. After an exceedingly winding oourse in a 
rath-easterly direction it enters the distriot of Nadi& a little 
noth of the town of that name, but again forms the boundary 
of Burdw&n from Samudragarh, where it reoeives the Kharl, and 
oontmues its southward oourse past K&lna till it leaves the dis- 
triot opposite the town of Santipur and forms the eastern bound- 
ary of the adjoining distriot of Hooghly. The principal plaoes 
on its banks are K&lna, K&twa and D&inh&t. A large trade in 
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salt, jute and cloth, was formerly carried on at these places which 
were regarded as the ports of the district. With the advent of 
the railway, however, their importance has greatly decreased. 

AJfty. The Ajay takes its rise in the hills of the Santftl Parganas 

aud drains a large portion of their southern and western dopes. 
It first touches the distriot near Gaurangdi station ten miles north- 
west of Asansol, and flowing thence due east forms the north- 
ern boundary for about eighty miles until it enters the Katwa 
Subdivision near the village of Kum&rpur some fiftoen miles above 
its confluence with the Bhagirathi at Katwa. In the west- 
ern portion of its oourse the ohannel is comparatively straight and 
the banks are well defined, but after issuing from its rocky bed the 
river flows in an extraordinarily serpentine course whioh has been 
formed by the oscillations of the current through the deltaio silt. 
The bed is sandy and the banks low. The East Indian Loop 
Line orosses the river at Bhedia and at Baidyanathpur, a reoently 
constructed bridge carries tho line oonnooting Andal and Suri 
over it. Formerly this river was the only route through the dense 
jungle that onoe covered this part of Bengal and its importance 
is evidenced by the line of forts planted along its banks. The 
rapidity of the current and the sudden freshets to which, like other 
hill-fed streams, it is liable, reader navigation hazardous, and 
there ispraotioally no liver-borne tratfio of any importance on it. 
The Ajay has been identified by WiifoTd as the Amystia of 
Arrian with Katwa (Sanskrit Katadvipa) as his Katadupa. Hunter 
derives the name Ajay from the Sanskrit A-jaya, “ not without 
victory, unoonquered.” *It is, however, more probably the 
ordinary contracted form of the Sanskrit Ajavati. 

Damodar. The D&modar, the sacred river of the Sautals, rises in the 
Ohotft Nftgpur water-Bhed and, after a south-easterly oourse oi 
about 350 miles, falls into the Hooghly just above the ill-famed 
“ James aud Mary Sands,” a shoal whioh it has helped to deposit 
at its mouth. Together with its tributaries it forms the great 
line of drainage of the oountry strotohing north-west from 
Oaloutta to the fringe of the Oentral Indian plateau. The 
river first touches upon the Burdw&n distriot at its junotion with 
the Bar&kar a few miles south of the Bar&kar police station. 
It then flows in a south-easterly direction, past R&nlganj 
and And&L forming the boundary between Burdwfta and 
Bft nku r& for about 45 miles, and enters tbe distriot near 
Khandaghosb. The river here takes a sharp bend to the north- 
east after passing dose to the town of Burdw&n turns 
due south and eventually leaves the distriot near the village of 
Mohanpur. The principal places on its banks are Kasha 
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Gohagr&m, Gopalpur, Jam&lpur and Salim&b&d, situated at its 
junction with the K&na river which here flows out of the parent 
stream. The course of the river is tolerably straight, but it is 
full of sand banks with a fall of 3*40 feet per mile. During 
the rains it is navigable by country boats and before the con- 
struction of the railway, which runs parallel to it along its north 
bank, large quantities of coal were sent down it from the 
R&nfganj mines in boats of 20 tons burden and upwards to the 
depot at Mabishabha in Hoogbly, and were thenoe transhipped 
and forwarded etd the UluberiS canal and the Hooghly river to 
Oalcutta. The river-borne traffic is now, however, of little 
importance and consists mainly of rafts of timber whioh 
are floated down the stream during the rains. The rafts 
formed are sometimes 50 to 60 yards long and generally 
flotillas of 10 or 12 rafts are launched together from the 
forests higher up. Shortly before entering the Hooghly 
district the river assumes the usual deltaic type and instead 
of receiving affluents throws off distributaries, the best known 
being the K&na whioh branches from (he parent stream at 
SaUmab&d. In the hot season the ourrent dries up almost 
completely. The maximum discharge below R&nlganj has been 
proved to be about 500,000 ouseos, but by Ootober and November 
this may fall to 1,500 ouseos or even less. 

The river is a hill-fed stream deriving its water from the 
H&zaribagh plateau and is liable in the lower pirt of its 
oourse to sudden floods whioh have caused much damage in the 
past. In 1770 the town of Bui d wan was practioally destroyed by 
a rising of this river, and immense damage and loss of life was 
also caused by the floods of 1823 and 1855. The right bank is 
now thoroughly protected by embankments and in consequence 
floods are frequent in the portion of the Burdwan subdivision which 
lies to the south of the river. They do not however last long, 
and as the quality of the silt whioh this river carries is good the 
inundation does good as well as harm and is oertainly not a 
serious evil. Considerable damage and loss of life is however 
occasionally oaused by the bore or head-wave whioh sweeps down 
the ohannel after heavy rain , rising sometimes to a height of 5 feet. 
Wiiford has identified the D&modar as the AndAmatis of Arrian. 

The Bar&kar, though not properly speaking a river of Burd* 
w&n, flows for some 5 miles along its north-western boundary 
before its junction with the Damodar and separates the district 
from M&nbhum. At Bar&kar it is spanned by the bridge whioh 
carries the Grand Trank Road and by the railway bridge reoently 
constructed for the Grand Chord line of the East Iudian Railway. 


Baiakar 
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The Dhalkisor (Dw&rkeswar) passes for a few miles along 
the southern boundary of the district. 

The Kunur, a tributary of the Ajay, rises in the undulating 
oountiy north of K&ksa police station and receives the drainage 
of the eastern slopes of the Banlganj water-shed. Thenoe it 
flows almost due west for some 50 miles past Ausgr&m and 
Guskh&rS till it falls into the Ajay near Mangalkofc. During 
the rains it is liable to sudden freshets and oooaaionally 
overflows its banks, but the volume of water brought down by 
it is not large enough to do any very great damage. In its 
lower reaches it presents all the usual oharaoteristios of a deltaio 
river, and its oourse through the silt is a oonstant succession of 
sharp ourves oaused by the osoillation of the ourreut. The river 
is fordable everywhere and is praotioally dry in the hot season. 
It is not navigable. 

The Khari river takes its rise in an exoavated hollow beside 
the Grand Trunk Boad near tho polioe-station of Bud-bud in the 
west of the distriot. Its bed is a wide and deep valley whioh 
bears all the appearance of having onoe been the ohannel of a 
great river, and there is little doubt that the stream was formerly 
one of the many offshoots of the Damodar. The old bed to its 
junction with the parent stream oan still be traced. After flow- 
ing eastwards for some 30 miles in a oirouitous oourse through 
the Galsi and Sahibganj th&nas the river bends sharply to the 
north and enters the Kalna subdivision a little south of the 
Manteswar polioe-station. Some seven miles north of Manteswar 
after an extraordinarily winding oourse through that th&na it 
again turns southwards, and forms the boundary between the 
Manteswar and Purbasth&h thdnaa till, after its confluence with 
the Banka near the village of Nadangh&t, it falls into the Bh&gl- 
ratbi at 6amudragarh. The river is navigable lor oountry boats as 
far aa Gopalpur in the rains, but at other times of the year 
navigation above Madanghat is blooked by the numerous dams or 
weirs which are oonstruoted across it for irrigation purposes. The 
banks ore well defined and there has been no reoent change of 
oourse of any importance. Floods are not frequent exoept after 
very heavy rain. 

The B&nka, the principal tributary of the Khari, rises in a rioe 
swamp near Silla in the Galsi thana. The river was formerly 
in its origin a spill channel of the B&modar and its present source 
lies within a few miles of that river. The oonneoting ohannel is 
now completely silted up, but the bed whioh was formerly sooured 
out by the action of the main river • now serves as a drainage 
channel for the south of the distriot where the land is generally 
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lower tiwm the bed of the D&modar. A oonneotion still exists 
between the B&nka and the parent river at Jujuti where a sluioe 
and feeding ohannel have been oonstruoted in order to admit 
an adequate supply of drinking water for the town of 
Burdw&n. Unfortunately of late years the main ohannel of the 
D&modar has shifted to the southern bank and a high sand bank 
or chur has been thrown up in front of the sluioe, with the result 
that the supply of water from the D&modar is oooasionally 
entirely out off. The river flows in an easterly course parallel 
to the D&modar and at a short distance from it, and after passing 
through the town of Burdw&n, whioh is situated on the north 
bank, crosses the railway and flows nort u of it as far as Saktigarh 
station, where it turns north-east and finally joins the Khar! a 
few miles above the junotion of that river with the Bh&girathi. 

The stream is praotioally dry during the hot season, and 
even in the rains is only navigable for a few miles above its 
confluence with the Kharl. There is little or no ourrent except 
after heavy rain and in oonsequence the river exeroises but little 
notion on its banks. Floods do ooour but generally do little 
damage. 

The Nunia enters the district from the north-west flowing tfnuta. 
like a hill stream in a deep ravine and after passing to the north 
of Sit&r&mpur and Asansol eventually enters the Damodar at 
B&niganj. In the hot season the river dwindles to a series of 
pools with little or no ourrent. 

The Singar&n, also a tributary of the Damodar, rises a little singarSn. 
to the north of Ikda junotion on the Ondal Loop line of the 
East Indian Bailway and, after a oourse of some 20 miles 
in a south-easterly direction, falls into the D&modar below 
And&l at the village of Srirampur. 

The Tamla rises a little to the west of the large village of Tamla. 
Ukhra and thenoe flows south-east till it enters the D&modar near 
the boundary of Shergarh pargana . These three rivers, whioh 
drain the southern slopes of the B&uigaoj watershed, all present 
the same oharaoteristios. There are few springs and for the 
greater part of the year they are mere nulla fia or ohannels consist- 
ing of a series of rocky pools unoonneoted by any flow of 
water. In the rains, however, there is a considerable flow of 
water whioh is used for the irrigation of the rice fields on their 
banks. 

The principal offshoot of the D&modar is the K&na whioh 
branches off from the parent stream at Salim&b&d. Thenoe it 
. flows for a few miles south-eastwards through the Salim&bAd 
th&na before it leaves the district. 



10 


BUBDWAW, 


Brimhain. The Br&rah&i'n, a tributary of the Bh&girathi, rifles in the 
rice fields to the south of Mangalkot police station. Thenoe it 
flows eastwards in a oircuitous course and eventually enters the 
Bhagirathi at Dainhat. Its bed is of olay and the banks being 
low it is liable to flood after heavy rain. It is fordable every- 
where. 

Bibb. The Babla enters the disfcriot north-east of the Ketugr&m 

polioe-station and flowing south-east falls into the Bhagirathi 
near K&twa. 

Embank- An embankment starting at Slila 20 miles west of Burdw&n 
mbvt8, protects the left or northern bank of the Damodar. Another 
important embankment runs along tbe right bank of the 
Ajay in the Asansol subdivision extending 7 miles from Ganr 
Bazar to Kajladihi, 4 miles from Bishnupur to Arjunb&ri and 
7 miles from S&tkahania to Sagarposta, a total length of 
22 miles. 

Maubhkb, There arc no lakes in the district, but in tbe eastern portion, 
bobkbts moie particularly in the Katwa and Kalua subdivisions, small jfa'fo 
canals, or swamps in which water remains throughout the year abound* 
The more extensive of these marshes lie on the right bank of tbe 
Bhagirathi and have plainly been caused by the overflow of that 
river, wh-le n few similarly causod border the Ajay and Damodar. 
The smaller internal riveis and streams are very often embanked 
for purposes of irrigation; those embankments form a considerable 
ob&tructijn to the natural drainage of the distriot, and are 
supposed to have largely contributed towards the outbreaks of 
malaria which have been Buch a scourge in reoent times, in 
some of the smaller rivers a thick variety of roed called sar grows 
wild which is largely used in roofing houses. Long-stemmed rice 
is not grown in the district and there are no marshes or swampa 
suitable for its oultivatiou. The alluvial plain to the east is 
oovered with an enormous number of tanks whioh have been 
excavated for the supply of drinking water or tor irrigation, but 
almost without exception they have been long neglected and 
many are now overgrown with weeds and filled up with silt. 
There are no forests properly bo oalled in the distriot, but a large 
traot of about 100 square miles in the Ausgr&m polioe-station 
and tho western uplands of the Asansol subdivision are oovered 
with young s&l (Shorea robusta). The forests yield btot slight 
revenues and no trees of any size are found. They were out down 
when the railway was under oonstruotion, but attention has 
recently been drawn to their value and some of them are ri&w 
olosely preserved. The id! saplings are ohiefly used as rafters ■ 
and beams and have an espeoial value for this purpose on aooount 
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of their immunit y from the attacks of white-ants. There are no 
large uncultivated pastures in the deltaio portion of the distriot, 
all the available ground being taken up for tillage. In the 
undulating country to the west there are vast .etretohes of waste 
land the herbage on which dries up in the hot season. 

The only artificial waterway is the Eden Oanal oalled after 
Sir Ashley Eden, an irrigation ohannel 22 miles in length 
reaching from Kfinchannagar, the western suburb of Burdw&n, 
to J&malpur where the K&na river and the Kana Damodar join it. 

The oanal takes its Bupply from the Damod&r at Jujuti where 
there are two head sluices oonneoting with the B&nk& nver. 

The maximum discharge of the canal in the rainy season is 
700 oubio feet per second, but in the winter the supply falls 
very low and sometimes in April and May dwindles to 50 
oubio feet per second. The water admitted through the sluioes 
flows along the Banka for about seven miles to Kanohannagar, 
where it is held up by a weir across the ohannel and admit- 
ted into the oanal proper by an aniout. After passing through 
K&nchannagar, the canal runs parallel to the left embankment 
of the Damodar for about 20 miles; the supply is then 
divided, about one-third flowing down the old ohannel of the 
K&na Damodar whioh falls into the Hooghly above Uiubaria, 
while the remainder flows by the Kana river into the 
Saraswati. 

The oanal was originally oonstruoted for sanitary purposes. 

The D&modar embankments having olosed all the old side ohannels 
of the river, it was excavated in order to supply driuking 
water to the town of Burdwan and to soour out the old channels 
leading from the Damod&r, the silting up of which was supposed to 
be one of theprinoipal oauses of the outbreak of the Burdw&u fever. 

At present about 33 square miles in the 13ardw&n and Jamftlpur 
th&nas and in the McmSri outpost are irrigated from it. 

The distriot is oovered by alluvium oxoept in the Asansol Otology. 
subdivision where Gondw&na rooks are exposed. Tbe deposits 
whioh cover the immense alluvial plain of the Ganges and the 
Br&hm&putr& and their tributaries belong in part to an older 
alluvial formation, whioh is usually oomposed of rhassive argilla- 
ceous beds of a rather pale reddish-brown hue often weathering 
yellowish, disseminated throughout whioh occur kankar and pisolitio 
ferruginous oonoretions. The soil is partly a laterite olay more 
or less altered and partly a red-ooloured coarse-grained sand, 
oharaoteristio of the eastern ranges of the Vindhya formation, 
large surfaces oomposed of whioh are to be found in the beds of 
the D&modar and Ajay rivers. 
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The Gondwftna system is represented in the B&jmah&l hills, 
the D&modar valley, several of the Ohota Nagpur distriots, and 
in Orissa. The system is divisible into an upper and lower 
series, characterised by marked stratigrapbical discordance and an 
-utter ohange in the type of the fossil flora, oyoads and conifers 
prevailing in the upper, and equisetaceous plants in the lower 
subdivision, ferns being found oommonly in both. The following 
table shows the probable correlation of the Gondw&na groups as 
developed in the different Bengal areas « 
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The T&lcher group, which forms the basis of the Gondwana 
syatem, consists of silty shales usually of a greenish, grey 
and olive colour weathering into minute, thin, angular fragments 
and of fine, soft sandstones oomposed chiefly of quartz and of 
un decomposed pink felspar. The most striking feature in 
oonneotion with these rocks is the occurrence amongst them of 
unusually well-rounded pebbles and conglomerates, the transport 
of whioh to their present position is ascribed to the agenoy of 
ioe. The rooks of the Karharbari group oonsist almost solely of 
sandstones, grits and oonglomerates with seams of coal. 

The T&loher Karharb&ri groups are superposed by a great 
series of beds known as the Damodar series whioh consists of three 
subdivisions known in ascending order as the Barftkar group 
the ironstone shales and the B&nfganj beds. 

The Bar&kars oonsist of conglomerates, sandstones (whioh are 
often coarse and felspathio), shales and ooal seams of a somewhat 
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irregular character thinning out at short distances. Above 
the Barftkar group in the Banlganj and a few other ooal 
fields of the D&modar valley, there is found a great thiokness 
of black or grey shales with bands and nodules of day ironstone. 

The B&nlganj beds oomprise a great thiokness of ooarse and 
fine sandstones mostly false bedded and felspathio, with shales 
and coal seams which are frequently continuous over considerable 
areas. The P&nohets oonsist ohiefly of thiok beds of ooarse 
felspathio and mioaoeous sandstones often of a white or 
greenish white colour with subordinate bands of red day. All 
these groups have yielded plant fossils; and the P&nohet 
rooks contain, in addition, reptilian and fish remains. In 
the B&jm&h&l hills the Lower Gondw&nas are overlaid by 
ooarse sandstones and conglomerates for the most part ferruginous 
which are comprised under the Dubr&jpur group. They are 
overlaid by the rocks of the B&jm&hSl group which oonsist of a 
suooession of bedded basaltic traps with interstratifioations of 
contemporaneous shales and sandstones. Dykes believed to be of 
B&jm&hal age are abundant in the ooal fields of the D&modar 
valley. The Gondw&na strata have a general southern dip varying 
from 5° to 25°, and along the southern boundary, they are 
turned up and out off by a great fault. Their total thiokness in 
the B&nlganj field is estimated at about 11,000 feet. The 
area known as the Banlganj ooal field comprises not only 
the Gondw&na formation as developed in the RSniganj subdivision, 
but also a small ooal area immediately adjoining it in the districts 
of B&nkur&, the Sant&l Parganas and M&obhum. The area of 
the field over whioh the ooal-bearing rooks are exposed is some 
500 square miles : hut the total Gondw&na area may be even 
double that sinoe on the east side thjB rocks dip under and are 
concealed by alluvium. 

The distriot lies almost in the oentre of the province of BoTAlfT 
Western Bengal which stretches westward from the Bh&gfrathi 
and Hooghlyto the eastern base of the Ghot& N&gpur hills. 
“Quite narrow at its northern extremity this province widens 
gradually southwards to where it passes with hardly a break into 
the low lands of Orissa. Along its eastern edge it forms a rather 
narrow belt of deltaio alluvium, with all the patterns characterising 
Central Bengal. West of this belt lies a non-alluvial plain, 
possessing many of the patterns of Behar, and passing 


(Blanfard, " The Banlganj coalfield"; Msmoirs, Geological of India* 
▼ol. Ill, part 1 1 Manual of the Geology of India, part 111 j Economic Geology 
If Y. Ball | Annual Report of the Chief Inspector of Minca for 1901; Report 
oo tha Administration at Bengal for 1901-190*.) 
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gradually into the submontane forests below the eastern gh&ts 
of Ohot& Nagpur with all the transitions enoonntered as we 
pass southwards through Behar to the northern edge of the 
same table-land. Our knowledge of the northern half of this 
non-alluvial tract is fairly adequate! and perhaps the most 
interesting feature in its flora is the faot that here we find 
growing side by side a few species oharaoteristio of' the 
Punjab and Raj put An a that have managed to find their way 
through Buudelkand and Behar thus far to the east ; and a few 
equally oharaoteristio of Coromandel and the Oiroars that have 
succeeded in spreading through the lowlands of Orissa and 
Midnapore thus far to the north. One of the most interesting 
members of the latter category is, perhaps, the intrinsioally 
insignificant monotypio genus Sphseromorph»a. n * 

In itself the district presents most of these oharaoteristios. 
The eastern portion forms part of the great Gangetio delta and 
hero, in land under rice cultivation, are found the usual marsh 
weeds of the Gangetio plain and many sedges. On ponda and in 
ditohes and still streams float aquatio plants and many sub- 
merged water-weeds. The villages and towns are sanounded 
by the usual shrubberies of semi-spontaneous and sub-eoonomio 
shrubs and smnll trees whioh often oover a considerable area. 
The more oharaoteristio shrubby species' are Qlyoosmh , PolyaUKia 
subero8a , Oierodendron inforlunatum , Solatium tortmm and 

various other species of the same genus, oesides Trema , Streblui 
' and Ficus hispida . Other species of figs, notably the plpal and 
banyan with the red ootton tree ( Bomb ax mala bar toum ) mango 
(Magnifera indica ), and -jiyal ( Odin a Wocher) make up the 
arborescent part of these thickets in whioh PhceniQ daetylifera 
and Borassm flabelliffer are often present. Hedges and 
waste places are covered with olimbing creepers and various nutty 
weeds and also harbour quantities of Jatropha goa$ypifolia 9 
Urena , Heliotr opium , Sida and similar plants. Road-sides are 
often olothed with a sward of short grasses and open glades 
with tall ooarse grasses. The distriot contains no forest but the 
laterite oountry and the uplands of the Asansol subdivision are 
in plaoes olothed with ooppioes of 8dl (Shorea robudea ). 

The carnivora of the distriot comprise leopard, wolf, hyaena, 
jaokal and other smaller species. Leopards are not oommon 
but are occasionally found in the villages near Diinhftt irf 
the K&twa subdivision. They destroy oattle and goats and have 
been known to attack men. A leopard was Quite recently killed 
dose to the town of Burdw&n, and in 1909 a good deal of 


D. tain, Bengal Pimm. 
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damage was done by one in K&lna town. Tigers were formerly 
common in the district, especially in the jungles of the Asansol 
subdivision adjoining the SAntal Parganas, but have now 
entirely disappeared. Wolves are scaroe and are mostly met 
with in the jungles north of Kaksa; they have been known to 
carry off children. Hyson as do not commit muoh misohief as 
they oontent themselves with oarrion but they occasionally carry 
off goats and sheep. Wild pig are numerous throughout the 
district and do considerable damage to the crops ; monkeys also 
abound. Poisonous snakes are very common and include several 
kinds of oobia, the karait and the deadly Russell's viper. Snipe 
are very numerous in the rice fields during the months of Sep- 
tember, October and November and afford excellent sport, while 
among other game birds are grey and blaek partridges, pea-fowl, 
and jungle-fowl which are plentiful iu the *al jungles of the 
Asansol subdivision. On the Damodar and in the marshes and 
jhih east of the Hooghly, goose, duok and teal are found in fair 
numbers but are not so plentiful as in o f hor paits of Bengal. 
Green pigeon arc also occasionally to be found. Other common 
birds are those usually met with in Bengal. 

Pi6h is consumed in laige quantities by almost all classes of p I8n . 
the people excepting the widows of high-caste Brahmans, Baidy&s 
and Kayasths to whom it is forbidden by religious custom. 

The supply is mainly drawn from the BhagJratni, the Damodar 
and the internal rivers and chanreis in which a large variety of 
freshwater fish are found. A considerable portion of the supply 
is also derived from the numerous tanks in the eastern poition 
of the district, but iu many tanks the water has become poisonous 
in consequenoe of the decomposition of rank vegetation and the 
fish as a result are diseased. The pr&otioo of salting fish is very 
little resorted to, but in some ports the Muhammadans are in the 
habit of drying fish for home consumption, and the lower 
olasses eat it with avidity even in a putrid state. Hunter 
enumerates six different methods of catohing fish which are 
practised in the aistriot— netting, there are twelve distinct 
varieties of nets ; fishing by traps which are usually 6mall oages of 
split bamboo placed in a ourrent ; fishing by Polus, a conical basket ; 
fishing by rod and line ; spear fishing ; and fishing by hurt and 
tikti. The hurt is a bunch of twigs and thorns tied together 
and thrown into the liver where there is little or no cunent. 
Small fish and prawns take shelter among the twigs and are 
captured by means of a net called iifrti. Fishing with rod and 
hue is the favourite sport of the Bengali and it is rare to pass a 
tank without seeing one or more fishermen patiently watching 
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their tiny floats. Breeding fish are largely taken in the district 
for consumption but are not wastefully destroyed and young fry 
are also captured in large quantities principally for the purpose of 
stocking tanks, as it is generally believed that large fish cannot 
spawn in tanks. 

The most common fish are the mi, katla and mirgel which are 
found everywhere in the rivers and tanks and the magur whioh 
are found in the tanks only, but there are a great number of 
other varieties whioh form an important part of the people’s daily 
food. Biha are also taken in the D&modar. 

Clivatb. In Burdwan, like some of the more western districts of south- 
west Bengal where the surfaoe soil is of the red laterite oharaoter 
and the hot westerly winds from Central India penetrate at times# 
exceptionally high day temperatures are a feature of the hot 
weather months. The mean maximum temperature, whioh is on 
an average below 80° in Deoember and January, rises to 84° 
in February, 94° in Maroh and 101° in April. Thereafter there 
is a steady fall until the monsoon is established when the average 
day temperature remains steady at about 90° up till Octo- 
ber. Night temperature, whioh increases from 65° in January 
to 79° in June, remains almost unchanged until September 
when it begins to fall; and is 75° in Ootober, 64° in November 
and 66° in Deoember. Rainfall for the month is less than 
one inoh between November and February, and between one inoh 
and two inches in Maroh and April, after whioh there is a rapid 
increase owing to the oooasional incursion of oyotama storms in 
May. During the monsoon season weather conditions in Burd- 
w&n are very similar to those in other parts of south-west Bengal. 
The rainfall is maintained chiefly by eyolonio storms whioh form 
in the north-west angle of the Bay and influenoe the weather over 
the whole of the south-west of the province, and by inland depres- 
sions whioh form over the central districts of Bengal and move 
alowly westward. As the district of Bmdw&n is more in the lice 
cf advance of these latter disturbances, rainfall is not appreciably 
lighter, as might he expected from its inland position. The aver- 
age fall in June is 10, July 12, August 11*5, September 8*6 and in 
October 4 inohes. The total average fall between May and 
November is 53 inohes. The highest temperature recorded for 
Burdw&n is 113° 7 in May 1889. The heaviest annual rainfall is 
99 inohes in 1861 and the lightest 40*5 in 1870. 'Since the latter 
year the following light falls have ooourred : 42*2 inohes in 1884, 
40*8 in 1892 and 45*8 in 1895. 

The distriot for many years suffered from a fever of a very 
fatal type to whioh it gave its name. The real * Burdwln fever,’ 9 
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whioh often proved fatal within one or two days, appears to have 
died out, though the district is still subjeot to fevers especially 
those of a remittent type, the water-logged tract along the Bhtt- 
glrathi bemg particularly unhealthy. Statistics of the rainfall 
for the various recording stations are given below for the cold 
weather (November to Fehruaiy), the hot weather (Maroh to May) 
and the rainy season (June to October), the figures shown being 
the averages recorded: — 


Station. 


Burdw&n 

KSlna 

K&twa 

R&niganj 

M&nkar 



Years re- 
corded. 

November to 
February. 

... 

40-41 

2 04 


30-31 

2 58 

• •• 

30-31 

2 21 

... 

31-33 

21 0 

• a • 

15-16 

1 65 
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CHAPTER II. 

HISTOKY. 

By reason of its position and natural advantages tho district 
of Burdwan must, from the earliest times, havo been the seat of 
a settled civilisation. Tho town itself has been identified with 
the Parthalis or Portalis which, according to the Greek geo- 
graphers, was the royal city of the Gangardse or Gangarides. 
Mr. Wilford also identifies the Damodar river as the Andomatis 
of Arrian and tho A jay as his Amystis with Katwa (Sanskrit 
Katadvipa) as his Katadnpa. The early Aryan invaders, 
thrown back at fhst by tho Rajmahal hills and the deadly 
jungle whioh lay on their western slopes, soon found their way 
into the plain of Bengal by the Ganges, whioh then as now 
was the sacred river of the Hindus, and had long before the 
time of tho Greek geographers founded the great city of Tam- 
ralipta (Tamluk) near its mouth. Their numbers, however, were 
not sufficiently strong to enable them to drive out the original 
Dravidian inhabitants whom they found settled in possession 
of the oountry. Nor indeed could the invaders have done 
without them. Serfs and labourers must have been needed to 
till the ground ; menials must have been required for domestio 
servioes. Those classes of the community were naturally reoruited 
from the conquered and subjeot races who formed by far 
the larger part of the population. The usual process by whioh 
the subjeot races were admitted within the pale of Hinduism 
followed, and probably in a few generations the original 
population of the country had accepted the status allotted to it 
under the Br&hminioal system and was included among the lower 
oistes. 

The Gangardse were undoubtedly Hindus, and Mr. Oldham* 
has conjecture i that they were mainly oomposed of the B&gdiswho 
oan still be identified as the original stratum of the population 
in the deltaio portion of the district, and who are allowed by 
the Hin lus of pure Aryan raoe to represent the great aboriginal 

* W. B. Oldham, 8om* Hi ittoriaal and JSthiool Atpiott of tho Bordwon 
fiitriot, Calcutta, 1894, 
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section wbioh was admitted within the pale of Hinduism in 
distinction from all the rest who are classified as Chuars. He 
further conjeotnres that this oaste or tribe is in its origin 
sprung from the same stook as the Sauria Maldr of the hills 
of R&jmah&l and of north Godda and Pakur and the M&l 
PahariA of the Santftl Parganas. 

Both these races, in his opinion, are derived from the Malli thb 
and the Sabar® or Suari or Suaro who are mentioned by all the Maui 
G reek geographers. They lay to the east of the Prasii of 
Falibothra (Patna) : their boundary was the Ganges, and they 
lay about Mount Maleus or M alius wbioh threw so portentous a 
shadow, and whioh has been identified with the Mandar hill 
in 8outh Bhagaipur : — “ In the forest tracts of Shergarh Mr. 
Oldham writes, " and the adjoining jungle, pargana Senpah&ri> 
chiefly in villages on the Ajay, are still to be found nearly 
2,300 M&ls — Rajbansi Mftls they call themselves — who oan be 
olearly identified as members of the great M&l race. Between 
these M&ls and the B&gdis there is an intimate oonneotion. To 
this day they partake of the sa» xe hookah and admit a oommon 
origin, and in the oase of Bishtupur a oommcn sovereign ; and 
my observation of both people leads me to conjeoture that the 
Dagdis are the section of the M&l who have aocepted civilisation 
and life in the cultivated country as serfs and co-religioniets of the 
Aryans : while those M&ls who are still found scattered through 
the Bengal delta, and who are not, like the B&jbansi M&ls of 
Burdw&n, clearly traceable to the Mallr of the hills, are either 
the descendants of isolated and conservative fragments of the 
race, or of those members of it who tried to follow the example 
of the B&gdi after the latter had become constituted as a 
recognised and exolusive oaste and therefore failed. In the 
Mal4r we have an undoubtedly autocthonous race. To them 
are easily and oertainly traoed the M&l P&h&ris, and through 
these the M&ls of at all events all western and deltaio Bengal, 
and, as I conjecture, the B&gdis. 11 

If. however this conjeoture is oorreot, there is little doubt that 
the B&gdis of the Greek geographers’ time had already adopted 
the status under the Br&hminioal system which they now 
occupy, and that the Gaugard®, while mainly composed of them, 
inoluded also their Br&hman priests and masters. I T then the 
B&gdi were the most numerous among the Gangazd® and if 
Portalis was Burdw&n and their obief city, it must have occupied 
to them much the same position as fiishnupur did in more reoent 
ttnm'as the undoubted 4 capital of a B&gdi kingdom held by a 
B&gdi king, if indeed Portalis was not Bishnupur itself. 
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th» The other great stratum of the popnlation f the Batiri eaite v 

Bauiis. ^ to f oun d in the western portion of the diatriet. Bat the 
Banris though semi-Hinduised and oailing themselves Hindus, 
and so-called by their low . caste neighbours, are not admitted 
to be Hindu by the Hindu Aryans but are pronounoed by them 
to be unmitigated OiuiST 8 * Although undoubtedly Dravidian, 
it is impossible to connect them !*ith any other tribe or caste. 
They are f however, plainly the lowest large stratum now to be 
found in the non-deltaio portion of the di&Mot, which may be 
called Bauri land, while the remaining large deltaic portion is still 
more distinctly B&gdi land. The typical Bauri traot is pargana 
Shergarh, the stretch o£ rolling rocky country whioh lies between 
theAjay and D&modar rivers to the west. Before the ooal 
discoveries of the last century, it was a tremendous wilderness* 
dotted at long intervals by tiny olearings and settlements, and 
intersected by no great road or route. Here there are few 
remains of any importance, except the ruins of the forts at 
Dighi east of Faridpur police-station, at Churulia on the Ajay, 
and at Dihi Shergarh, the old capital of the pargana. The forts 
at Churulia and Dighi are by local tradition assigned to the 
Burdw&n family, but the stonework at Dighi is far more anoient 
than any remains of theirs and resembles the Katauri remains 
in the Santal Parganas. The fort at Churulia is said to have 
been built by Baja Narottam, but nothing further is known of 
him. The Dihi Shergarh fort; is comparatively modern. 

Thb Owing to its physical charaotei and situation, this traot was 

Chubs f or j on g a sor t 0 E debafceable land, and served os the high-road 

jhab- and harbour of the Chuars ot jungle- tribes of the Jharkhand 
khahd. the great western forest, in their descents upon the settled oountry 
to the east. It is probable that it had no settled population, 
and that the Mals already mentioned are its real aborigines. 
The Bauris however are by far the largest seotion of its population 
of a primitive oharaoter. They do not olaim to be autoothonous 
as do the Mils, and as they have all the oharaoteristioq of a 
broken race with no cohesion, it is possible that they are, as has 
been oonjeotured, a portion of some suoh people as the Uberne 
of Megastbenes, the Bh&rs of Behar, who poured or drifted into 
the oouotry as it became open to them. They have no traditions 
of kings, or leaders, or gods, or indeed of any state anterior to 
their present degraded serfdom, and though dearly Dravidian* 
it is impossible beyond this to oonneot them with any other 
tribe or oaste. 44 There is,” Mr. Oldham writes in 189*, 41 no 
other considerable seotion of the population of BurdwAn of un- 
doubtedly Dravidian origin. The inesjdioable Dfims are ovsir 
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60,000 strong: the Kol&rians have no more numerous 
re pr es e ntatives than the Sant&ls some 6,000 strong, the side 
drift of the great northern immigration o! that race increas- 
ed by immigrants whom the ooal mines have attraoted. There 
are some 3,000 or 4,000 Kaoras and some 35,000 Ohandals. 

Some individuals oi the former tribes olaim affinity with the 
Maghs of the Sunderbans, and it is quite possible that both 
people oame up the delta from the ooast and are comparatively 
modem Mongolian or low Indo-Chinese in oontraat to the old 
Mongolian Kolftrians or to the Dravidians who came down 
towards the sea.’ 1 

In the dawn of history therefore we find the greater part of 
fiurdwftn inoluded in a great Mftl or Bftgdi kingdom whioh 
stretohed far into Blrbhum, and up to the modern Damin-i-Koh 
with its ohief town at Burdwftn or more possibly at Bishnupur 
itself. While the wild rolling country to the west whioh lay at 
the foot of the impenetrable hills and forests of Central India 
was still a vast unsettled wilderness, the haunt and refuge of 
thieves and robbers, of demon-worshippers and those “ eaters of 
raw flesh ” who were so abhorred by the early Aryans. 

In the seventh oentury under the Gupta kings the distriot 
formed part of a kingdom known as Kama Suvarna, which lay 
to the west of the Bh&girathi and comprised the districts of 
Burdwftn, B&nkurft, Murshidabftd and Hooghly. Its king, 

Sashanka or Narendra, the last of the Guptas, was a fanatioal 
worshipper of Siva, and early in the seventh oentury invaded 
Magadha and out down the sacred Bodhi tree. The oapital of 
this country has been identified by Colonel Waddell with a 
suburb of the town of Burdwftn. Mr. Beveridge, however, places 
it at Rfingamati in Murshidabftd, and this is probably the more 
oorreot view. Later the district came under the rule of the Tbb Sin 
Sen kings, of whom the most famous is Ballal Sen who re-* 1 * 0 *’ 
organised the oaste system and introduced Kulinism amongst the 
Br&hmans, Baidyas and Kayasthas. To him is attributed the 
division of Bengal into four parts— Bftreudrft, Bftgri, Bftuga, and 
Bftrh to the west of the Bhftglrathi whioh inoluded Burdwftn. 

The Last king, Lakshmana Sen, was still ruling when Bakhtyar 
Khilji invaded Bengal at the end of the 12th century. 

In more recent times the first settlement of whioh a glimpse tim 
can be obtained is that of the Sadgop dynasty of Gopbhum, the SjJjSL 
farthest cape or headland of the promontory of rocky land' whioh a^bh&B. 
juts ont into the distriot from Central India. The neck of this 
promontory is pergana Shergarh lying between the Ajay and the 
Dft m o dsr . Between it and Gopbhtim in the same for mat i on are 
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the reoeutiy formed parganas Sallmpur and Senpahftri which 
probably belonged to Gopbhum. The actual headland is formed 
by Gopbhum, with the delta not only fenoing it in on the east; 
bat oomiug round it on the south and edging in on the north. 
Beyond lay the country formed by the uncertain and ever- 
changing courses through the silt of the D&modar, the A jay and 
the Ganges, which on the British aooession was found to be the 
riohest tract in Bengal and the area of its oldest and most settled 
cultivation. 

Gopbhum with part of the debateable land between it and 
Panohet now inoluded in the parganas Salimpur and Senpah&ri 
was formerly, according to the universally ourrent tradition of 
the tract, the seat of a Sadgop dynasty, some traces of whioh 
are still extant. The only Raja of the race whoso name still 
survives was Mahendra Nath, or, as he is looally called, Mahindi 
Raj&. His seat was Amr&rgarh, dose to the station and 
town of Mankur, and the long lines of fortifioation which 
enclosed his walled town are still visible. How far the 
Sadgop power exten dod to the east oan be surmised from the 
looal prevalence of the members of the modern caste, the Aguris. 
The line of marshes whioh lies south of Katwa to the west of the 
Bhagirathi is still held by this caste who oocupy the old deltaio 
soil between this line and the present boundary of Gopbhum in 
whioh the Sadgops are still the most prominent oaste. The 
Aguris, by their own admission, are the product of unions between 
the Khetris of the house of Burdwan and the Sadgops of the 
Gopbhum dynasty, and ’the oaste arose within the last two 
hundred years. TdiB recent formation of the Aguri oaste indi- 
cates that the Sadgop kingdom of Gopbhum existed in (however 
curtailed a state till almost modern times, first as subject to the 
Mughals, and then under the shadow of the house of Burdw&n 
itself. Its south-western extremity, now pargaua Sallmpur, was 
apparently held by two Sadgop kinglings, probably mere cadets 
of the house of Gopbhum, one stationed at Bharatpur on the 
D&modar, and the other at K&nkeswar or Kaksa. The latter was 
attacked and overthrown, and his lands taken by a Bokhftriot 
partisan named Sayad Sayad liokh&ri, whose descendant Sayads 
still hold the K&ksa lands in aimma to this day. ▲ similar 
fate probably overtook the Bharatpur ohief. The remains 
of the tiny forts at Bharatpur and K&ksa are still to be 
seen, and old Hindu images carved in black basalt are 
frequently found in the neighbouring tanks. Mangalkot on the 
A jay, whioh is rioh in Hindu remains, similar to those found at 
K&ksa, may also have been an outpost of the Sadgop kingdom. It 
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oan however only be said for certain that the Sadgop dynasty 
held the present Gopbhum and Salim pox parganas, and it is here 
only that any remains of them are found : nor does tradition assign 
to it any wider domain. The prevalence of the Aguris, who 
undoubtedly sprang from it, in such numbers to the east of 
GopbhDm indicates that its extent may have been wider, but in any 
case its undoubted seat was on the high pasture lauds and at the 
edge of ihe forest of Gopbhum. It is highly probable that 
though originally the Sadgops came with the higher Aryans 
to Bengal and attended them as serfs or menials in their 
successive progresses, they ultimately woiked their way up 
through the B&gdi oountry to the pleasant pastures of Gopbhum, 
and finding themselves undisturbed and alone there, sinoe 
the non-pastoral Bagdis had deserted its barren and shallow 
soil for the rioher delta, founded their kingdom whioh was of no 
great antiquity or duration, and could not have existed without 
the protection or neutrality of the neighbouring Bagdi sovereign 
of Bishnupur * 

The Muhammadan invaders early fixed on Burdw&n as one of Thb 
their seats, and have left in it several interesting relios of those hada***" 
times, of whioh the most notable is the splendid military road from invasions 
Gam and R&jmah&l to Midnapore and Cuttack. Close by was 
their great settlement at Pandua, and due north of it near 
Manteswar th&na was Mahmudpur : while the fine strategic 
position of Katwa had soon attraoted them. In 1199 A.D., Bakh- 
tyar Khilji, the Pathan general of Muhammad Ghori who 
oonquered Behar, possessed himself of Nabadwip or Nadia, and his 
followers spread over Burdw&n. The whole district is sprinkled 
over with numberless aimma tenures, and the history of Kaksa and 
the Muhammadan settlement at Ohurulia under Baja Narottam’s 
fort show how Borne of the Muhammadan villages were formed. 
Subsequently the greater part of Bengal gradually came under 
the oontrol of the governors who ruled at Gaur or Laknanti until 
1838 when Muhammad Tughlak declared himself independent. 

From that date till K74, in which year Akbar defeated 
Daud and annexed Bengal, the country was ruled by various lines 
of independent kings, mostly of Pathan origin. Burdw&n is first Th> 
mentioned in Muhammadan histories in 1574 in ^hioh year, after Mughal . 
Daud Khfin’a defeat and death at H&jmahfil, his family were 
captured in the town of Burdw&n by Akbar’s troops. Some ten 
years later the distriot formed the soene of several engagements 
between Daud’s son Knttu and the imperial forces. The conquest 

* This account of the Sadgop dynasty is condensed from that given by 
Mr. Oldham* 



24 


BURDWAN. 


Shbb 

Atsav 


oi the district must however hare been oomplete and rapid, as in 
1590 we find Burdw&u mentioned in the Ain-t-Akbari as a mahal 
or pargana of Barcar Sharifab&d assessed at 1,876,142 dam . 

In 1606 the famous Sher Afgan, then superintendent of the 
distriot under the Subahd&r of Bengal, was attaoked and *l*in 
by order of the Emporor Jehangir just outside the town. The 
unmerited misfoi tunes of this nobleman, his lofty oharaoter and 
oourage, and the beauty and exalted destiny of his wife Mihr- 
ul-nissa, “the sun of women,” render their story perhaps the most 
romantio in all the romantic history of the Mughal Emperors. 
Mihr-uUnissa, afterwards the Empress Nur Jahan (light of the 
world), was the daughter of Ghaja Aiass, a native of Western 
Taitary who with his wife had left that oountry to push his fortune 
at the court of the Emperor of Hindustan. “In the midst of 
the great solitudes through whioh they had to pass, his wife was 
taken in labour and was delivered of a daughter. They had 
fasted three days i no house was there to oover them from the 
inclemency of the weather; no hand to relieve their wants. T* 
carry the child was impossible. A long oontest began between 
humanity and necessity : the latter prevailed, and they agreed 
to expose the ohild on the highway. The infant, oovered 
with leaves, was plaoed under a tree; and the disconsolate 
parents proceeded in tears. When they had advanced about a 
mile from the plaoe, and the eyes of the mother could no 
longer distinguish the solitary tree under whioh she had left 
her daughter, she gave way to grief; and throwing herself 
from her horse on the ground exclaimed * my ohild, my ohild.’ 
Aiass was pierced to the heart. Qe prevailed upon his wife to 
sit down : be promised to bring her the infant. He arrived at 
the place. No sooner had his eyes reaohed the ohild, than he was 
struck almost dead with horror. A blaok snake, it is said, was 
ooiled around it ; and Aiass believed he beheld him extending* his 
fatal jaws to devour the infant. The father rushed forward: 
the serpent alarmed at his vociferation retired into the hollow 
tree. He took up his daughter unhurt and returned to the 
mother. He gave her ohild into her arms, and as he was inform- 
ing her of the wonderful esoape of the infant, some travellers 
appeared and soon relieved them of all their wants. They 
proceeded gradually and oame to Lahore. The advancement of 
Aiass at the court of Akbar was rapid, and he eventually attuned 
the office and title of Aotimad-ul-Dowla, or High-Treasurer 
of the Empire. Meanwhile the ohild who had been so miracul- 
ously preserved, grew in beauty and learning. She was ed u cated 
with the utmost ears and attention. In mtuio, in dancin g , in 
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poetry, in painting, she had no equal among her sex. Her 
disposition was volatile, her wit lively and satirioal, her spirit lofty 
and uncontrolled. Selim the prinoe royal visited one day her 
father, and the ladies aooording to custom were introduced in their 
veils. The ambition of Mihr-ul-Nissa aspired to a conquest of the 
prinoe. She sung, he was in raptures : she danoed, he could hardly 
be restrained by the rules of decency to his place. Her stature, 
her shape, her gait had raised his ideas of her beauty to the highest 
pitoh. When his eyes seemed to devour her, she as by accident 
dropt her veil, and shone upon him at once with all her charms." 

Selim distracted with his passion, knew not what course to 
take. Mihr-ul-Nissa had been betrothed by her father to Aly 
Cooly Sher Afgao, a Turkomanian nobleman of great renown. 
Selim applied to his father Akbar, who sternly refused to commit 
a piece of injustice, though in favour of the heir to his throne. 
The prinoe retired abashed, and Mihr-ul-Nissa became the wife of 
Sher Afgan, who shortly after left the Court of Agra and retired 
to Burdwfin. 

The passion for Mihr-ul-Nissa which Selim had repressed 
from a respect and fear of his father, returned with redoubled 
violenoe when he himself mounted the throne of India. He 
reoalled Sher Afgan from his retreat He was afraid however 
to go so much against the current of public opinion as to deprive 
that Amir of his wife. His inoredible strength and bravery 
had rendered Sher extremely popular. His family and his 
former reputation were high. Born of noble parents in Turko- 
mania, he had spent his youth in Persia ; and had served with 
uncommon renown Shaw Ismail, the third of the Sufoiye line. 
His original name was Asta Jillo ; but having killed a lion, he 
was dignified with the title of Sher Afgau or the Overthrower 
of the Lion. In the wars of Akbar he had served with great 
reputation. Jehangir kept his court at Delhi when he oalled 
Sher Afgan to the presenoe. He reoeived him graciously and 
conferred new honours upon him. Sher Afgan naturally open 
and generous, suspected not the Emperor’s intentions. Time he 
thought had erased the memory of Mihr-ul-Nissa from Jehangir’s 
mind. He was deoeived : the monarch was resolved to remove 
his rival : hut the means he used were at once ungenerous and 
disgraceful. On one oooasion he entioed Sher Afgan to attack 
a tiger unarmed : on another he gave private orders that one 
of the elephants should waylay him in a narrow street and 
then tread him to death. Both attempts failed : Sher Afgan 
killed both tiger and elephant. The doomed nobleman now 
retired to Bengal, buV even there security was denied him. 
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Kutb-ud-din, the Subahd&r of Bengal and foster brother of 
the Emperor, hired forty assassins to attack and murder the 
Emperor’s rival when an opportunity should offer. The 
attempt was made one night when Sher was asleep. Roused 
by one of his assailants who thought it shame that forty 
men should fall on one, he defended himself so vigorously 
that he slew many of the ruffians and put the band to 
ignominious flight. Despairing of safety, the unfortunate 
nobleman retired from the capital of Bengal to his old residenoe 
at Burdw&n, hoping to live there in obsourity with his wife. 
Shortly after his retirement Kutb-ud-din paid a state visit to 
Burdwan. He made no secret to his prinoip&l officers that he 
had the Emperor’s orders for despatuhing Sher. The Amir 
hearing that the Subahdar was entering the town, rode out with 
two servants only to meet him. One of the pikeman insulted 
him and on the insult swords were drawn, and Sher Afgan 
realising that his fate was oome attaoked Kutb-ud-din, who had 
mounted his elephant, and breaking down the howdah, out him 
in two. Five other nobles fell by his hand, but he was at length 
overpowered by numbers. It is said that J ehangir in grief at 
the death of his foster-brother swore a vow that he wou’d never 
see Mihr-ul-Nissa again. But her beauty and his former love 
oonquered, and for many years she, oon jointly with him, ruled the 
empire of India. A oiroumstanoe so uncommon in an Aaiatio 
government is thus recorded on the coin of that period : 44 By 
order of the Emperor Jehangir, gold acquired a hundred times 
additional value by the* name of the Empress Noor Jah&n (Light 
of the World).”* 

The tombs of Sher Afghan and Kutb-ud-din lie side by side 
within the town of Burdwan and tradition still points out the 
soene of their encounter. 

In the year 1624, Prinoe Khurram, afterwards the Emperor Shah 
Jahan, in his rebellion against his father the Emperor Jehangir, 
after passing through Central India, seized upon Orissa and 
moving northwards attaoked the distriot. The fort of Burdwan 
after a short resistance was surrendered by its commander, Salik. 

Shortly afterwards the great Burdw&n house whose history 
from this period onwards is identical with that of the distriot was 
founded. According to tradition the original founder of the house, 
was one Sangam Uai, a Khattri K&pur of Kotli in Lahore, who, 
on his way baok from a pilgrimage to Puri, being muoh taken 
with the advantages of Baikunthapur, a village near the town, 
settled there and devoted himself to oommeroe and money 

• bttwart, Euioty of at. 
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lending. Abu Rai, who was appointed Ohaudhuri and Kotw&l of 
Rekh&bi Bazar in the town in 1657 under the Faujd&r of Ohakla 
Burdw&n, is said to haye been his grandson, and he is the first 
member of the house of whom there is any historical record. He 
owed his appointment to the good service rendered by him in 
supplying the troops of the Faujdar with provisions at a critical 
time.* His son Babu Rai, who owned pargana Burdw&n and three 
other estates, was succeeded in his turn by his son Ghana Shyam 
Rai. Upon the death of Ghana Shyam Rai, his son Krishna 
Ram Rai succeeded to the zamindari, and among other new 
estates acquired the pargana of Senpahari. In 1689, he was 
honoured with a farman from the Emperor Aurangzeb in the 38th 
year of his reign confirming his title as Zamindar and Chaudhuri 
of pargana Burdwan. 

During the reign of this emperor, in 16d6 A.D., Subha Singh, Rbbbl- 
zamindar of Cliitua and Barda, then a part of Burdwan, with g^** 
the aid of Rahim Khan, an Afghan chief, raised the standard of Singh. 
rebellion against the empire. Having united their foroes they 
advanced to Buidwan, and in n pitched battle slew the Raja and 
oaptured all the members of his family, except his son Jagat R&m 
Rai who esoaped to Dacca and sought assistance from the governor. 

The rebels encouraged by their suooess which drew a large number 
of soldiers of foitune and other vagabonds to their standards, suc- 
ceeded inoaptuiing the important town of Hooghly, and possessed 
themselves of most of the country west of the Bhagirathi. Amongst 
the oaptives taken in Burdw&n was the Raj Kumari Satyabati, the 
daughter of the R&ja whom Subha Singh kept in confinement 
until an opportunity should offer of sacrificing her to his lust. 
Entering her apartment seoretly, he endeavoured to outrage her* 
but the heroio girl as ho approached drew from her olothes a 
dagger which she had concealed as the last dofenoe of her honour 
and stabbed him, killing him almost immediately. Feeling 
herself polluted by his touoh, she then turned the weapon on 
herself and pieroed her own heart. On the death of Subha Singh, 
the insurgents elected the Afghan ohief Rahim Khan to be their 
oommander, and under his leadership the rebellion assumed so 
threatening an aspect that the emperor appointed his own 
grandson Azim-u-Sh&n to the government of JBengal, Behar 
and Orissa. In the meantime Zubbadust Kh&n, son of the 
Naw&b,had taken the field against the rebels, and had by a series 
of suooessful movements driven them baok upon Burdw&n. They 
were finally defeated just outside the town by Azim-u-Sh&n, and 

• (B. K. Makerjee ** Annals of Bardw*a Tki Oaloutta Mtvitw, January, 
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their leader Rahim Kh&n was killed. The revolt of St^bha Singh 
is of speeial interest, as it indireotly led to the foundation of the 
towns of Caloutta, Chandernagore and Ghinsura. The English at 
Sutanuti, the Frenohat Ghandernagore and the Dutoh at Ghinsura, 
alarmed at the progress of the rebels, applied to the Naw&b 
Nazim for permission to put their factories into a state of defenoe. 
The Naw&b ordered them in general terms to defend themselves, 
and interpreting his orders in aooordanoe with their inclinations 
they transformed the settlements into fortified oities which were 
the first whioh the Indian emperors suffered foreigners to build 
in any part of their dominions. After his defeat of the rebels 
Azim-u-Shan continued to reside for nearly three years in the 
town of Burdwan during whioh time he built the great mosque 
which bears his name.* 

Jagat R&m Rai, who had been restored to the estate and 
honours of his father, the deoeased Raja Krishna R&m Rai, after 
the revolt of Subha Singh, made further additions to the family 
estates of the Burdw3n house, and was honoured with a fartnan 
by the Emperor Aurangzeb. He was treacherously murdered 
in 1702 A.D., and left two sons, Kirti Chandra Rai and Mitra 
Sen Rai. The elder brother, Kirti Chandra Rui, inherited the 
ancestral zamindari, and added to it the parganas of Chifcua, 
Bhursut, Bard& and Manoharsh&hi. Kirti Chandra was a man 
of bold and adventurous spirit. He fought with the R&j&s of 
Chandrakon& and Bard a near Ghaial, and dispossessed them of 
their petty kingdoms. He also seized the estates of the R&j& of 
Balghara, situated near the celebrated shrine of T&rake6war in 
Hooghly. He subsequently proceeded to Murshid&b&d and got 
his name registered as proprietor of the new properties. But the 
boldest achievement of Kirti Chandra was his attacking and 
defeating the powerful Raj& of Bishnupur. The end of 
the seventeenth century had left the Birbhiim and Bishnupur 
R&j&s at the summit of their fortunes. Their territory lay 
beyond the direct control of the Musalman power, and as 
frontier chiefs they were of so much importance in keeping the 
border, that the Muhammadan viceroys treated them rather as 
allies than as subjeots. The Burdw&n R&j&s dwelt nearer to the 
MuiBhid&b&d Court, and were from time to time squeezed 
accordingly. Nevertheless they prospered, from a money point 
of view, as a clever Hindu family almost always did prosper in 
oontaot with indolent Musalman administrators. 

But with the beginning of the eighteenth century, an entirely 
new set of conditions came into play in Western Bengal. A 
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new and more powerful enemy appeared, in whose presenoe 
all looal dissensions were for tie time forgotten. Tear 
after year the inexhaustible Mar&thft horse overflowed upon 
the border. Under the Muhammadan system, a family was 
seonre in proportion as it was near the frontier and distant 
from oourt; but now safety oould be found only in the 
heart of the Province. The Mar&th&s fell with their heaviest 


weight upon the border principalities of Birbhum and 
Bisbnupur. Tribute, free quarters, forced services, exactions 
of a hundred sorts, reduoed the once powerful frontier houses 
to proverty; and their tenantry fled from a oountry in 
whiohthe peasant had become a mere maohine for growing 
food for the soldier. Burdw&n not only lay farther inland, 
but its marshy and river-interseoted surfaoe afforded a less 
tempting field for oavalry, and a better shelter for the people. 

The Mar&th&s spent their energy in plundering the intervening 
frontier tracts where the dry soil and fine undulating surfaoe 
afforded precisely the riding ground whioh their oavalry loved. 

There they oould harry the villages exhaustively, and in detail, 
by means of small parties. But in Burdwan thn nature of the 
oountry compelled them to be more oiroumspeot. They oould 
aot safely only m considerable bodies ; and tho cultivators soon 
beoame accustomed to fly, as a matter of course, to some 
swamp-protected village whenever the Marathi horse appeared, 
leaving very little to eat, and nothing to destroy, behind them.® 

In 1741 forty thousand horse under Ragoji Bhonsla, the Ali Vardi 


Mar&thft chief of Ber&r, overran Orissa and the western dis- Khfo 
triots of Bengal, plundering and laying waste the oountry as M^rfithi^ 
far north as K&twa. The Naw&b Ali V&rdi Khan, who was 


enoamped at Midnapore, fell baok before the invaders on 


Bordw&n, and thenoe retired to K&twa. But the retreat soon 


became a rout, and it was only with the greatest diffioulty and 
with the loss of most of his baggage and artillery that he 
gained the shelter of that fortress. Enoouraged by his reverse, 
the raiders possessed themselves of all the oountry west of the 
Bh&glrathi. Their ravages have been graphically desoribed 
in the Biyazu^SalaUn : “ Sacking the villages and towns of the 
surronnding tracts, and engaging in slaughter and oaptures, 
they set fire to granaries and spared no vestige of fertility. 
And when the stores and granaries of Burdw&n were exhausted, 
and the supply of imported grains was also completely out off, 
to avert death by starvation, human beings ate plantain roots, 
whilst animals were fed on the leaves of trees. Even these 
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gradually ceased to be available. For breakfast and supper, 
nothing except the diso of the sun and the moon feasted their 
eyes. The whole traot from Akbarnagar (R&jmah&l) to 
Midnapur and Jaleswar (Jalasore) came into the possession of 
the Mar&th&s. Those murderous freebooters .drowned in the 
rivers a large number of the people, after cutting off their ears, 
noses and hands. Tying saoks of dirt to the mouth, of others, 
they mangled and burnt them with indesoribable tortures.’ 1 * 
In the next year Ah V&rdi Kh&n defeated Bhaskar Rao, the 
M&ratha general, at K&twa, and after a short but suooessful 
campaign drove the raiders out of his dominions. The Mar&th& 
general retreated to the passes of Panohet, and eventually making 
good his retreat to Chandrakona, emerged in the open oountry 
round Midnapore t Thi3 waB, however, but the first of many 
such raids, and although frequently defeated the Mar&th&s returned 
again and again until in 1751 the Naw&b, worn out by the struggle, 
oeded the provinoe of Cuttack to them, and agreed to pay an 
annual tribute of 12 lakhs of rupees as the chant or tribute of 
Bengal. 

Ali V&rdi Kh&n died- in 1756, and within two years his 
successor, the weak and dissolute Suraj-ud-Doulah, was a fugitive, 
and the provinoe of Bengal was virtually in the hands of the 
East India Company. In 1757 Clive in his maroh up the western 
bank of the Bhaglrathi, before the battle of Plassey, seized the fort 
of Katwa whioh was abandoned by the garrison at the first assault. 
The governor of the fort, who was an adherent of Mir Jafar Kh&n 
and implicated in his conspiracy, had promised to surrender, but 
when Major Coote, who had been sent forward with a small force, 
summoned the fort, he found that its commandant had agaiu 
ohanged sides, and he was therefore compelled to attack it» 
As soon however as the garrison saw the troops advanoing, they 
set fire to the mat buildings in the fort and absconded. The 
English army enoamped in the town and the neighbouring 
villages, and Clive halted here for two days while he continued 
his negotiations with Mir Jafar Kh&n. Dissatisfied .with the 
assurances of the latter, he determined to consult his offioers on 
the situation. Having called a oounoil of war, he proposed two 
plans for their consideration, either that the army should at once 
cross the river and attack the Naw&b who was advancing from 
Murshidab&d, or that availing themselves of the large supply 
of stores which they had taken in K&twa they should halt there 
during the rains and await reinforcements. The oounoil by a 

* Riya*u-t‘ Translation by Maul at! Abtfoa Sul&xn, Calcutta, 1904, 

J Snr-uVJkulajkiari*, Raymond'* translation^ 



HISTORY. 


31 


majority of twenty to seven decided in favour of delay 9 bat 
Olive, after an hoar's meditation in a grove near the town, deoided 
to attaok at onoe 9 and noting on his own responsibility gave 
orders for the advance whioh led to the deoisive battle of 
Plassey.* 

Three years afterwards the Mar&tb&s again appeared in the 
distriot. Daring the invasion of Sh&h Alam, the Mar&th& ohief 
Sheobhat, who supported the oanse of the Emperor, suddenly 
advanced to Midnapore, and after making himself master of the 
country, pushed forward a detachment to Bishnupur and theaten- 
ed Burdw&n. The Emperor marohed south towards Murshid&bad 
and the Mar&th& general advanced to Bishnupur, but was unable 
to prevent the Naw&b, Mir Jafar Kh&o, from effecting a junction 
with a British force under Major (Jaillaud in the neighbourhood 
of Burdw&n. Finding it impossible to foroe his way to Murshi- 
d&b&d in the face of the oombined foroes, Shah Alam withdrew 
with the Mar&th&s to Bishnupur, and thenoe marohed with them 
to Patna. A small foroe was left at Bishnupur, but at the olose 
of the year was driven out by an English foroe.t 

Meanwhile the Burdw&n house had continued to prosper. Chita* 
Kirti Chandra died in the year 1740, and was succeedeed by his Ra,# 
son Chitra Sen Rai, who added the parganas of Mandalghat, 

Arsh& and Chandrakon& to the paternal estate, and was invested 
with the title of Rajft by the Delhi Emperor. The fort at 
R&jgarh, whioh still exists, was built by him as an outpost against 
his enemies of Birbhum, P&nohet and Bishnupur, with all of whom 
he and his father had waged suooeBsful war. North-west of it 
on the Ajay there lies a small table-land olothed with dense 
forest on whioh he built another and still stronger fort. His 
cannon with his name in Persian deeply graved on them lie 
there to this day. The sorrounding traot, part of which lies aoross 
the Ajay in the present Birbhum district he called after himself 
and his new stronghold, Senpah&ri.+ He died in the year 1744 
without issue, and was succeeded by hisoousin, Tilak Chandra Rai. 

In 1753, Tilak Chandra Rai was honoured by the Emperor 
Ahmad Sh&h with a farman reoognising and confirming bis right 
to the rdj % and a few years afterwards was invested by 8h&h 
Alam with the titles of Mah&r&j Adhir&j Bah&dur, and P&nj 
Has&ri, or oommander of five thousand troops.*" In 1765, in 
retaliation for the attachment of his property in Caloutta by order 
of the Mayor’s Court, he put an embargo on the Company’s trade 

• Stewart's History qfBsngal, 
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within his estates 9 stopping it completely. The dispute was only 
settled by the intervention of the Naw&b. 
mnvo Three years after the battle of Plassey, on the 27th 'September 
thbEast 1760/* the enlarged oompaot and fertile samindary of Burdwan, 
J"® 14 which is like a garden in the wilderness ”* was, together with 
vpasy. |k 0 0 f Midnapore and Chittagong, oeded to the East 

India Company by Naw&b Mir Mohammad Kasim Kh&n, 
Governor of Bengal. At this time Burdw&n cot .ained an area 
of 5,17 i square miles, and is described as being the most productive 
distriot within the whole province or Subah of Bengal. But 
the oountry was in a very unsettled state, and the Company did 
not find their new acquisition so profitable as they had hoped. 
The early days of their rule were troubled ones. The Mah&r&j& 
had not aooepted the new order of things without opposition, and 
the reoords of the time are full of oomplaints of his “ insolence ” 
and “ rebellion.” That these were not unoalled for may be inferred 
from the faot that in July 1760 his troops actually defeated two 
hundred sepoys in an engagement that had arisen out of an 
attempt to arrest one of his servants. Soon after the transfer of 
government the Mah&r&j&- broke out in open revolt, and in 
November 1760 we find the Naw&b informing the British 
authorities that the Birbhum and Burdw&n Rajas have made 
common oause, have collected ten or fifteen thousand peons and 
robbers and are preparing to fight. The insurrection was short* 
lived. Major White was at once sent to take possession of 
Burdw&n, and on the 29th December 1760 completely defeated 
the allies who had endeavoured to resist his passage of .ub river 
Damodar at Sanghatgola.t 

But oivil war even when successfully waged is not likely to 
improve the revenues. The zamlndari of Burdw&n when ceded 
to the Company was estimated to yield a net revenue of 31, 7 ), 391 
sicca rupees, and within three years the assessment was raised 
to Rs. 41,72,000 by the resumption of lands formerly held as 
b&ze-zamin without payment of revenue. But for many years 
afterwarde the Company’s officers had the greatest difficulty in 
collecting even a portion of this sum. The first “ Superintend- 
ents” appointed were Mr. Johnstone, Mr. Hay and Mr. Bolts. 
Dissatisfied with the collections of revenue for 1760-61, they 
farmed out the estate at public auotion for a period of three 
yean, a procedure which was directly opposed to the financial 

• Fifth Beport from the the Select Committee on the ▲false of the last India 
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practice of the Mughal Empire. The needy adventurers who 
beoame oontraotors at thesale, as might have been expected, failed 
in their agreements, and matters went steadily from bad to 
worse* The Superintendents were oharged with every sort of 
oorraption, and apparently they did as a matter of faot hold a 
considerable part of the distriot in their own hands. 

The distriot still suffered from the ravages of the Marftthfi 
raiders, and the Mah&r&j& took full advantage of the faot to avoid 
the payment of revenue. A letter from him to the English 
authorities describes the ruin caused by these raids “ How oan 
1 relate to you,” he writes, u th«i present deplorable situation of 
this place P Three months the Mar&thas remained here, burning, 
plundering ami laying waste the whole country ; but now, thank 
God ! they have all gone, but the inhabitants are not yet 
returned. They have lost almost ail they were worth. You are 
well acquainted with the bad situation of this plaoe at present, 
but I hope I shall soon be able to pay you the money m the 
time that I agreed. It has been my bad fortune to have my 
country burned, plundered and destroyed by the Maratbas, 
which is the reason that there is now a balance due to tbe 
Company ; and to reinstate my oountry again must be attended 
with great difficulties, which gives me much uneasiness.”* 

Teriible however as the depredations of the Mi.ratlifts had 
beon, the recoidt> prove that t lie permanent injury inflicted on a 
deltaic district in the last century was comparatively slight. 

The dry, undulating territory on the frontier returned to jungle, 
and the ancient houses of Bishnupur and Birbhum were ruined ; 
but the moist lands of Burdwan yielded their yearly harvests, 
and, excepting the tract to the north of Katwa, whioh was in a 
state of chronic devastation, even lecened an increase of cultiva- 
tors, by the general flight of the peasantry from the western 
borders. A more dreadful calamity was impending, and before 
the oountry had recovered from the ravages of the invaders 
it was pluuged in all the horrors of widespread famine. 

The famine of 1769 did for the Burdwan Rajas what the Mar&th& Famine oi 
horse had under Muhammadan rule done for the great frontier l77 °* 
houses of Bishnupur and Biibhiim. A graphio acoount of this 
terrible visitation is given in Hunter’s Annals ol Rural Bengal*’ 

“ L’he distress continued to increase at a rate that baffled 
official calculations, and in the second week of May tbe Central 
Government awoke to find itself in the midst of universal and 
irremediable, starvation. 4 The mortality, the beggary,’ they 
then wrote, 4 exoeed all description. Above one-third of the 

• Hunter's Statistic*! Account ot JBnrriwin. 
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inhabitants have perished in the onoe plentiful proyinoe of 
Purneah, and in other parts the misery is equal.’ All through 
the stifling summer of 1770 the people went on dying. Tho 
husbandmen sold their cattle; they sold their implements of 
agriculture ; they sold their sons and daughters, till at length no 
buyer of children oould be found ; they ate the leaves of the 
trees and the grass of the field; and in June 1770 the Resident 
at the Durbar affirmed that the living were feeding on the 
dead. Day and night a torrent of famished and disease-stricken 
wretohes poured into the great cities. At an early period of the 
year pestilence had broken out. In 1770 the rainy season 
brought relief, and before the end of September the province 
reaped an abundant harvest. But the relief came too late to 
avert depopulation. Starving and shelterless crowds orawled des- 
pairingly from one deserted village to another, in a vain search 
for food or a resting place in whioh to hide themselves from 
the rain. Millions of famished wretohes died in the struggle to 
live through the few intervening weeks that separated them from 
the harvest, their last gaze being probably fixed on the densely 
covered fields that would ripen only a little too late for them. 
‘ It is scarcely possible/ writes the Council at the beginning of the 
September reaping, * that any description oould be an exaggeration.’ 

Before the commencement of 1771, one-third of a generation 
of peasants had been swept from the face of the earth, and a whole 
generation of onoe rich families had been reduced to iudigenoe. 
Every district reiterated the same tale. The revenue farmers — 
a wealthy class who then stood forth as the visible government 
to the common people— being unable to realize the land-tax, 
were stripped of their office, their persons imprisoned, and their 
lands, the BOie dependance of their families, re-let. The anoient 
houses of Bengal, who had enjoyed a semi-independence under 
the Moghuls and whom the British Government subsequently 
acknowledged as the lords of the soil, fared still worse. From 
the year 1770 the ruin of two-thirds of the old aristocracy 
of Lower Bengal dates. The Maharaja of Burdw&n, whose 
province had been the first to ory out and the last to which plenty 
returned, died miserably towards the end of the famine, leaving a 
treasury so empty that the heir had to melt down the family 
plate, and, when this was exhausted, to beg a loan from the 
Government, in order to perform his father’s obsequies/’ 

Kably ad- In 1776, the administration of the distriot and of the Burdwin 

mjjtistba- estates was taken out of the hands of Tej Chandra, and plaoed in 
mm * f hoee 0 f h]g mother, the Mah&r&ni Bishtu Kum&ri, the widow of 
Mah&rij* Tilak Chandra, one of the principal opponents of 
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Warren Hastings. From the proceedings in Counoil of the 16th 
January 1775, we find that she charged Mr. Graham with 
embezzling 11 lakhs of rupees alleged to be the pioperty of her 
infant son. Giaham was a friend of Warren Hastings who 
defended him warmly, and the Governor- General's opponents in 
Council fastened on the charge, and even went so far as to 
insinuate thut Hastings had himself profited by his subordinate's 
dishonesty. The charge against Mr. Graham was never proved, 
and there is little reason to doubt that it was totally fal«e. The 
Maharani retained control over the estate and district till 1779, 
after which date Mahar&ja Tej Chandra resumed the managemrnt. 

The xecords )f 1782 disclose the house sinking steadily into 
ruin. The Government forced the Raja as zamlndar, to discharge 
in some fashion his duties towards his people, and many of the 
earliest documents contain articles of agreement for the repair of 
the embankments and bridges at his expense. Until after the 
permanent settlement, the family still maintained a consider- 
able body of troops as bodyguard, the annual cost of whioh was 
estimated at four lakhs ot rupees, besides other ooEtly paraphernalia 
of native pomp, without the income necessary to pay for them. 
A long bthidfc of painful personal degradations followed: impri- 
sonments of tbo RSj a iu his palace, foiced sales of his lands, the 
foreclosures of moitgages, the swooping down of his private 
creditors, and a hundred miserable evasions and struggles. Our 
officers were not very patient, and they were constantly provoked. 
Not only was there a vast mass of ‘ arrears/ whioh the Collector 
was ordered, under pain of high displeasure, to levy, and of whioh 
he found it absolutely impossible to recover a single rupee ; but 
four times each year, at the quarterly instalments, the Raja sank 
deeper and deeper into our debt.* Of other features of our 
administration in these early days we hear little i ut here and 
there in the old records we get glimpses of the state of the country. 
From a letter written in 1788 we find that the Colleotor main- 
tained on his own responsibility a small standing army. It con- 
sisted of a Subahdar, a Jemadar, and a JIavildar Major, eight 
Havildars and seven nneks, seventy-seven sepoys and five drums 
and fifes: the total cost of the establishment was Rs. 619 a month. 
That such a force was necessary can be seen from th& same letter. 

41 1 had had occasion, ” the Collector writes, to send out a force 
to arrest a notorious dakait named Jeebna, who has assembled 
under him upwards of lour hundred men armed, and with whose 
assistance he committed the most atrocious depredations in the 
pargana of Shergarh and St. Pahary, laying waste with fire whole 
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Tillages, levying contributions and plundering the inhabitants.’ 9 
The oonntry in fact wee overran with these banditti, and a few 
years later the Magistrate of Birbhum estimated that there were 
two thousand daootts in Burd^an, Birbhum and Rajshahi alone. 
Disbanded soldiers, thieves, and broken and lawless men of every 
olass, collected in formidable bands, roamed the countryside 
plundering and burning at their will. On one occasion the offioer 
charged with the d uty of arresting the leader of one of these bands 
actually asked for a howitzer and a battalion of sepoys. And the 
head -qu alters of the British officers weru only too often 
surrounded by a ring of blazing villages whose fate they *ould 
neither prevent nor avenge. 

Except the Collector and his assistant, there \. ere praotically 
no Europeans in the district. The Company were very jealous 
of any interference with their trade, and in 1788 strict orders 
were issued that no European being a British subject not in their 
service would be allowed to retide in the distriot without a license. 
Much of the Collector’s time seems to have been occupied in 
bitter and acrimonious correspondence with the various commer- 
cial residents, including the well known Mr. Cheap of Birbhum. 
The insolenoe and oppression of their servants was proverbial, and 
there were constant disputes between them and the peasantry- 
“ 1 imagine,” wiites the Collector to one of the residents, “it 
would be attended with less trouble to you in case of future refer- 
ences that you forward them by d&k instead of peons the insolence 
of whom in many instances requires ohastisement.” 

But in fact the chief object of the admin iteration at this time 
seems to have be*n to make the Maharajft pay his revenue, and 
all other considerations were subordinated to this. The very 
earliest letter preserved in the records of the Burdw&n Colleotor- 
ate contains a suggestion that his property should be attaohed y 
and a few months afterwards in 1788 we find the threat exeouted. 
“Besides the peons which you have plaoed over me for the 
balance of the Magh kist,” the MabarSja writes in a tone of 
dignified remonstrance to the Collector, 44 you aT© now increasing 
my distress and disgrace by proceeding to attach my house 
and property.” Remonstrance however availed little with the 
Board in Calcutta. On one occasion the Collector held over an 
attachment and was promptly oensured. It was useless to 
plead that the district had suffered from a flood suoh as that of 
1787 when 44 every house in Burdw&n and every village 
oontiguous to it fell down, and nothing but the banks of tanks re- 
mained for the reception of every living oreature.” The Board in- 
sisted on payment, and regarded snob pleas as mere equivocations- 
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iHie Company was, moreover, only one of a host of claimants ; 
and what between the stringent demands of the Revenue Com- 
mittee, the piteous requests for pension by female members of 
the family, and the clamorous private duns and usurers who 
thronged the Raj&’s palace, the Collector had a very unhappy 
time of it. “ The Ranee,” he writes in 1787, “ ib at her old 
trioks again.” Severities did but little good. The Government 
might summon the impoverished Raja to Calcutta, imprison him 
in a wing of his palace, and turn his own body guaid into his 
jailers ; but such measures produoed little money and much 
popular disoontent. Whonever the Boaid of Revenue had been 
specially hard upon the Raja, a thousand annoyanoes and inter* 
ruptions somehow took plaoe in the Company’s trade. The 
oommeroial resident complained of 4 obstructions,’ and the Salt 
Department deplored an outbreak of ‘‘opposition to tne business 
of the Aurangs.” While the Revenue authonties could make 
/he Raja’s life miserable, the Raja could render his territory a 
very unprofitable one to the British Government.* 

The Permanent Settlement substituted a reign of law forTHH Pa*, 
these endless bickerings and quairels, and the new order of things 
which it brought about rescued Burdwfin. Under Regula' ion juurr. 

I of 1793, Maharaia Tei Chandra entered iuto an agieement with 
Government to pay regularly the revenue, amounting to Sicca 
Rs. 40,16,109, and also Sicca Ra. 1,93,721 for pttlbanJht or 
repairs of embankments. But in spite of the Permanent Settle- 
ment the affairs of the estate did not fully recover, and the 
disastrous effects of the scarcity of 1769 and the bond of 
debt and arrears which it had left in its train were still felt. 

The estate fell into arrears, and the mismanagement became 
so pronounced that the Mahar&ja's mother compelled him to 
execute a deed of sale assigning the entire estate to her She 
was a woman of considerable business capacity, and she might 
ultimately have succeeded in saving the whole estate if her 
life had been prolonged. Many of the lands bad been parcelled 
out among a large number of farmers or ij&rM&>8 9 most of 
whom withheld payment. And the Mahfir&ja found it impossible 
to realise his rents with the same punctuality with whioh he was 
oompelled to pay his revenue. The inevitable result of this 
system of sub-infeudation was the accumulation of arrears in 
the Government demand. The Mah&r&ja was summoned to 
attend the Board of Revenue, and was threatened with the 
forfeiture of hie zamind&ri, but to no purpose. Munshi, 
afterwards Rfijfi, Naba Krishna Deb was appointed kruk 
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Mtawal , or attaching offioer, but he could do nothing. The 
Coileotor of Burdw&u suggested the sale of the zanxind&ri in 
lots, as the only way of recovering the arrears of revenue ; and 
in 1797 the Board commenced selling portions of the estate. 
Each lot oonsisted of sovoral viLagos. The principal purchasers 
were Dwarkanath Singh of Singur, Chhaku Singh of Bhastara, 
the Mukharjis of Junai, and the Banarjis of Telinipara. 

Thus was laid the foundation of the present landed aristooracy 
of the Bard wan and Ilooghly districts. These sales went on 
regularly every three months ; and in order to prevent the entire 
dismemberment of the estate, Maharaja Tej Chandra bought up 
several lots in the names of his officials and dependants. About 
this time Maliaraui Bishnu Kumari died. On her death, Maha- 
raja Tej Chandra resumed the management of the estate and one 
of liis first acts was to endeavour to arrest its ruiu by giving away 
portions of his zamiudari in perpetual leases, or patnis, a form 
of tenure, which is described amougst the land tenures of the 
district. After half a century of poverty and ruin, the Burdwan 
house at last found itself under the guidance of a singularly 
prudent llaja: the creation of under-t enures, and the various other 
machinery for improving an estate whioh the Permanent Settle- 
ment introduced, have now rendered it the most prosperous house 
in Bengal. 

The subsequent history of Burdwan is of little interest. 
Maharaja Tej Chandra had a son, Pratap Chandra, who dis- 
appeared during the lifetime of his father, and was never heard 
ol afterwards. It is supposed that he went forth incognito either 
through some petty annoyanoe or in searoh of adventure. Several 
years afterwards a pretender personating him appeared, but his 
olaim, after a searching investigation, was dismissed by the Civil 
Court. In 1832 Maharaja Tej Chandra died, leaving to an adopted 
son, MahtSb Ch&nd, his great landed and funded estates. On 
the latter succeeding to the raj in 18^3, the English Government 
honoured him with a khillal , and he afterwards beoame one of 
the most enlightened representatives of the landed aristooraoy of 
the provmoe. At the time of the Santal rebellion in 1855, the 
Mahataja aided the military authorities by forwarding and 
supplying Btores and means of transport. During the Sepoy 
Mutiny in 1857, he did everything in his power to strengthen the 
hands of Government. He placed elephants and bullock-carts at 
the disposal of the authorities, and kepi open the roads between 
Burdw&n and Blrbhum and between Burdw&n and K&twa, so that 
there was no interruption of intelligence between the seat of 
Government and the anxiously watohed stations of Blrbhum and 
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Berhampur. In 1864 the Mah5r&j& was appointed an additional 
Member of the Viceregal Legislative Council, being the first native 
gentleman of Bengal who was so honoured. He died in 1881, and 
was suooeedc 1 V his adopted son, Aft&b Ch&nd, who only lived till 
1885, when on his decease and according to his will the estate 
was taken oharge of by the Court of Wards. Aft&b Ch&nd left 
a widow whom he hal empowered to adopt, and she exercised the 
right in July 1887 in favour of Sir Bijay Ch&nd Maht&b 
Bahadur, k.c i.e., the present Mah&raj Adhiraj Bahadur. The 
Mah&r&j& has reoently obtained from Government a 8 an at l, dated 
the 1st May 1903, confeiring upon him as zamind&r of Burdw&n 
the hereditary title of Maharaj Adhiraj to bo attached to the estate. 

When ceded to the East India Company in 1760 the district Charms 
or chakla of Burdwan, as then constituted, comprised besides diowok." 
the present district the whole of the present district of B&nkura 
formerly known as Western Burdwan, together with parts of 
Hooghly and Birbhfim. in 180-3, the western parganas of 
Senpah&ri and Shergark which now form pare of the Asansol sub- 
division, together wit h the territory now included in Banfcur&, 
were made into a now district, called the Jungle Mahals. These 
parganas was after wards restored to Burdwan when the district 
of B&nkur& was formed in 1833, but their ciiminal j uriscjiction 
fluctuated for many years later botwoen the Masristraoieci of 
Blrbhum and Bankura. In 1820, Hooghly was formed into a 
separate district, and numerous minor transfers to and from the 
district were afterwards made. In 1872, the district area was 
increased from 2,823 square miles to 3,588 square miles, iuoluding 
river cirouits, by transfer from Manbhum, Bankur& and Hooghly ; 
and in 1879 the thanas of Sonamukhi, Kotalpur and Indas were 
retransferred to Bankura, while the Jehanab&d subdivision was 
transferred to Midnapore. 

The most inteiesting remains in the district are the fine Archoo* 
stone temples at Barakar and the shrine of Kalyaneswari 
under the Hadla hill, some four miles north of Bar&kar in 
the Asansol subdivision. There are some interesting tombs 
in Burdw&n, among which may be mentioned those of Sher 
Afgan, Kutb-ud-dm and Fir Bahrain. There are also some fine 
temples of comparatively reoent date at K&lna, in the grounds of 
the.Maharaj&’s palace, including one particularly fine one of oarved 
briok. The remains of the old Muhammadan royal or b&dsh&hi 
road from B&jmah&l to Midnapore with the mosques attaohed 
still exist, and iuins of old forts are found at Dihi Shergarh, 

Dighi, Rajg&rh, Ohurulia, and K&ksa, in the Asansol subivision, 
and at M&nkur, Burdw&n, K&twa, and K&lna. 
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THE PEOPLE. 

Qbowth Before 1872 no regular census of the district had ever been 

kation." taken though several rough attempts were made from time to 
time to estimate the number of inhabitants. Of these the first 
having any pretensions to accuracy was made in 1813-14 by 
Mr. W. B. Bayley, who at the time was Judge and Magistrate of 
the district, lie succeeded in obtaining returns of the population 
of 98 towns and villages situated in different parts of the districts 
of Burdwan, Hooghly, Midnapore, Blibhfim and the Jungle 
Mahals. Having satisfied himself of the aoouraoy of the returns, 
he deduced from them an average of eleven inhabitants to every 
two houses, and then proceeded to ascertain the number of houses 
in the distriot. As a result of his calculations he estimated the 
population of the distriot as then constituted at 1,444,487. 
The average density was approximately 602 to the square mile 
as compared with 610 in 1872, and the figures would seem to 
show that the population of the district, whatever it may have 
been before the outbreak of the fever epidemic of 1862, was in 
1872 not much in exoess of what it had been in 1814. In 
1838 Mr. Adam collected oertain statistics of the population 
to illustrate his report on the state of veruaonlar education, 
and the Kalua than a of Burdwan was one of the areas selected 
for the purpose. A comparison of his figures with those obtained 
at the census of 1872 show that the resident population was no 
larger in 1872 than it had been in 1838. The number of houses 
had increased, but the average number of persons to a house had 
fallen from 5 to 3*7. 

Cen»u« The first general census whioh in any way approximated to 

° * the truth was that of 1872. The census ooinoided with the 

climax of the terrible epidemio of fever whioh ravaged the distriot 
between 1862 and 1874, and any inorease that might have been 
expeoted sinoe Mr. Bay ley’s time Lad been completely wiped out. 
The result of this census was to show for the distriot as now 
constituted a population of 1,486,400 persons. No figures or 
estimates exist showing the population of the distriot in 1860 y 
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immediately before the outbreak of the fever epidemic, but there 
oau be no doubt that the mortality from the disease between 
1862, when it first appeared in the Kalna subdivision, and 1872 
was enormous. Dr. French in his special report on the outbreak 
estimated the total mortality at about one-third of the whole 
population, and the speoifio instances which he quotes show 
that the estimate was not extravagant. In 1869 the population 
of the town of Burdwan was estimated at 46,121, whereas the 
census of 1872 gives a population of 32,687, a deorease in three 
years of over 30 per cent. In seventeen villages of the K&twa 
subdivision containing an estimated population of 14,982 before 
the appearance of the disease no less than (>,243 persons, or 41'7 
per oent. of the population, were reported to have died of fever 
between the period of the outbreak and 1872. The figures for 
fifty villages in the Kalna subdivision showed a similar mortality. 

In *831 it w&3 found that the population had decreased still Census of 
further to 1,394,220. This decrease was entirely due to the 1881 - 
mortality from the fever which after 1873 made no further 
westerly progress in llurdwan, and although still severe in the 
K&lna and Ausgram thanas was gradually dying out in those 
parts of the distiiot where it had been first observed. In the 
census report of 1881 it was estimated that during the twelve 
years from 1862 — 1874 the epidemic had carried off not less than 
thiee-quarters of a million of persons. 

During the next deoade the population remained praotioally Census of 
stationary, the total number of persons recorded in 1891 being 1891 
1,391,880. The thanas of K&ksa, Ausgram and Bud-Bud in the 
west still showed a large decrease, which was undoubtedly due to 
the alter effects of the epidemic. On the other hand, the inorease 
in the Asansol thftna, 28 9 per cont., was phenomenal, the develop- 
ment of the Bailway works at Asannol consequent on the opening 
of the Beng&UNagpur Railway and the increasing activity in the 
coal and iron fields having attracted a large immigrant popula- 
tion from M&nbhum, Bankura and Behar. 

During the next decade conditions were generally favourable '. Census of 
orops were as a rule good and the distriot in consequenoe made a 1901 ' 
rapid recovery, the population recorded exceeding by more than 
30,000, the number returned in 1872 The results of the oeueus 
of 1901 are summarized as iollows in the Bengal Census Report 
of that year : “ The growth of the population in the Asansol th&na 
is phenomenal: it has increased by more than 30 per cent, 
ainoe 1891 and by 130 per oent. sinoe 1872. Nearly one-third of 
the present inhabitants were bom in other districts, and of the 
distriot-bom many have doubtless migrated from other thtaas. 
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Bftnfganj shows an inorease of 12 per cent, sinoe 1891, wbioh is 
somewhat surprising in view of the fact that its ooal-mines are 
nearly worked out, and that the people find more remunerative 
employment in the new mines further west. The town of Rani- 
ganj, however, is a great trading centre, and is probibly one of 
the busiest places in Bengal. The increase is also considerable 
in the Burdwan and Katwa subdivisions where there ha9 been 
comparatively little immigration. It is most noticeable in the 
Ausgram and Galsi thanas which were mentioned in the last 
census report os then forming with Kaksa the foous of the 
fever. Apart from the fever these thanas are naturally healthy, 
and the disappearance of the epidemic has been followed, as is 
usual in suoh circumstances, by a rapid reoovery in the population. 
That the improvement is not equally marked in Kftksa is due 
to the poverty of the soil in that thana and to its proximity to 
the ooal-mines where good wages are obtainable. The onh part 
of the district that has failed to share in the general revival are 
two of the three thanas of the Kalna subdivision, Kalna and 
Furbasthali, where the Burdwan fever first appeared forty years 
ago. These thanas lie along the bank of the Bhftgirathi ; the 
soil is water-logged, and they are full otjhih and jungle; they 
are thus more unhealthy than any other part of the district.” 
The prinoipal results of this census are shown in the table 
below : — 


Subvli vision 

Area in 
square 
miles. 

Numbhb of 

Popula- 

tion. 

Popula- 
tion per 
square 
mile. 

Percentage 
of variation 

Towns. 

Villages. 

| in popula- 
1 tion 

1 between 
| 1891 and 
! 1901. 1 

Burdwan 

1,26$ 

1 

1,688 

679,412 

536 

+ 96 

i 

Asansol 

61S 

2 

811 

370,98* 

600 

| +19-6 

Katwa ... 

404 

2 

465 

248,806 

616 

[ + 8-1 

Kalna ... 

399 

1 

698 

233,269 

586 

+ 0*8 ' 

District Total .. . 

2 689 

6 

3,662 

1,532,475 

570 

+ 10-1 

i 


The density of the population in Burdw&n has inoreased sinoe 
1872 by only 17 per oent. From 1872 to 1881 the years during 
whioh the fever epidemic reaohed its climax, there was an actual 
fall of 35 per oent., and in the suooeeding deoade there was no 
advanoe at all : the reoovery in 1891—1901 is very marked, and 
the district now supports a population of 570 persons to the square 
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mile. Speaking generally, the eastern part of the distriot where 
the soil is alluvial is mueh more thiokly populated than the 
western whioh rests on the laterite, but the development of the 
coal-mines in the Asansol subdivision has led to a rapid growth 
of the population there, and Asausol itself, with 839 persons to 
the square mile, is now the most densely peopled thana in the 
district. On the other hand, the density is least in the KSksa 
and Ausgram thanas where the laterite gradually merges into 
the alluvial silt. Large tracts here are covered with sdl jungle. 

There are no mines, and the soil is too poor to support a large 
population. 

The steadily increasing demand for labour in the mines and Migration* 
faotories of Asansol and R&niganj has led to a continued flow 
of immigration into Burdwan. In 1901 the total numbor of immi- 
grants wa9 returned as 158,317, a larger number than was found 
in any distiiot in the province with the exception of the 
24-Parganas and the metropolis itsolf. Thore is a good deal oi 
periodio and permanent immigration from the neighbouring 
districts of B&nkurfi, Manbhiim and the Santal Parganas, and 
more than two-thirds of the immigrants enumerated at the last 
census were found to be inhabitants of the contiguous districts; at 
the same time labourers for the coal-mines, iron works, pape 
mills, and potteries are collooted in lurge numbers fiom Patna, 

Gaya, Shah&bad, and Mongh) r in Behar and from the Ghotft 
N&gpur plateau. In the eastern portion of the district there is a 
oontinual demand for Beharis and west countrymen who are 
employed as durwans and peon* by the looal land-holders, and the 
increasing trade of Asansol ai . i Raniganj has drawn a consider- 
able number of Marwari merchants and traders to those towns. 

The volume of emigration is also considerable, and the 
statistics of the oensus of 1901 show that 6*16 of the population 
of the distriot were enumerated outside it. The district sends 
out numerous olerks to Culoutta and labourers to Assam, and loses 
more than it gains by the casual migration aoross the boundary 
line dividing it from Bicbbfim aud Hooghly. The loss in both 
oases is due mainly to the demand in these districts for wives 
born in EurdwSn. 

There are six towns — Burdwfin, Kalna, Katwa, Diinhat, Towns and 
R&nlganj and Asansol. These are all municipalities, and the village*, 
total number of their inhabitants is 72,270, or 5 per oent. of the 
population. The district outside the ooal-mine area is almost 
entirely agricultural, and the towns here are unprogressive, of 
little commercial importance and, on the whole, distinctly rural 
in ohaxaoter. Burl win itself, which was formerly the principal 
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seat of trade in Western Bengal, has few speoial industries, and 
owes its position to the faot that it is the headquarters of the 
district and the prinoipal seat of the Mah&raj&. The town 
really consists of 93 small villages, and the greater part of the 
population are engaged in agriculture. It is growing in 
importance as a railway oentre, and is fairly prosperous; but in 
spite of this, the population has grown but little of late years. 
The fine strategical position of Katwa at the confluence of the 
Ajay and the Bhaglrathi was soon reoognized by the Muham- 
madan invaders, and in the time of the Naw&bs this town was 
one of the most impoitant places in Bengal, and was regarded as 
the key of Murehidabad. In recent years, however, the channel of 
the Bhaglrathi has silted up, and with the advent of ihe railway 
the trade of the place lias greatly declined. Kalna, which ’is 
also situated on the Bhaglrathi, was formerly an important trading 
centre, and was considered one of the prinoipal ports of the 
district. 'J he railway has, however, drawn most of the traffic away 
from it, and its prosperity has long been decreasing. Of late, the 
town has been extremely unhealthy, and many of the brick-built 
houses in the bazar are now in ruins. A considerable river-borne 
trade was also formerly carried on from Dainhat, but the 
Bh&gfrathi has now receded more than a mile from it, and its 
trade has suffered considerably in consequence. 

The western poition of the district is one of the busiest 
industrial tracts in Bengal, and its coal and iron fields have 
attracted a large immigrant population. Both Bftniganj and 
Asansol are progressive’ towns and are growing rapidly. Their 
prosperity is almost entirely due to the development of the 
coal-mines. Ramganj possesses laige potteries and paper mills 
which employ a very considerable number of operatives, and the 
town is also a busy trading centre for coal and rice. The mines 
in the vicinity have been praotically worked out, and the oentre 
of the coal industry has moved further west, but the town still 
continues to increase in prosperity. The head-quarters of the 
subdivision have leoently been transferred to Asansol whioh is 
situated in the centre of the coal-field and is now one of the 
most important railway centres in Bengal. In 1881 this town 
was a rural tract. In 1891 its population was returned at 11,000, 
and in 1901 at 14,906. There is a large European oommunity 
connected with the railway, and the bazar is growing rapidly. 
The town is eituated in the middle of the B&niganj coal-field, 
and since coal of a hotter quality is obrainable here than farther 
east, it has praetioally taken the plaoe of R&alganj as the oentre 
of the eoal industry. 
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The rest of the population is oontained in 3,662 villages of 
no great 6ize, 52 per cent, of the people living in villages contain- 
ing less than 500 inhabitants. In the alluvial portion where 
practically the only occupation of the people is cultivation, the 
villagos are usually situated on the higher ground between the 
rice swamps, and are buried in the deuse folinge characteristic of 
Lower Bengal. The laige immigiant population of Asansol and 
Raniganj are mainly housed in small groups of huts clustering 
round the various mines and factories. 

The language current in tho district is the dialeot known as Lungu- 
Rdrhi boli or Western Bengali which is also spoken iu Bankur&, age,t 
Blrbhum, Maubhum, Sin^hblium, and the Santal Parganas. 

Tho name means the language spoken in Rarli, the old name for 
the Western Division of Bengal, the oountry lying to the west 
of the Bh&girathi and south of the (ranges. 

Bengali, or Banga Bbashu, was formerly thought to be a very 
modern language, but Dr. Grierson has shown that this is not 
the oase, and that the language of the fifteenth, differs very little 
from that of the eighteenth, century. The present literary form 
of the language has developed since the occupation of the country 
by the English, and its most marked characteristic is the whole- 
sale adoption of Sanskrit words in the plaoe of words descended 
through the Piakrit, due at first, it is thought, to the great 
poverty of the original material in a country where the vast 
majority of the inhabitants were of non-Aryan descent. The 
Bengalis are unable to pronounce many of tho words that have 
been borrowed from the Sanskrit, but they havo nevertheless 
retained the Sanskrit spelling. “The result of this state of 
affairs, says Dr. Grierson, “is that, to foreigners, the great 
difficulty ot Bengali is its pronunciation. The vocabulary of 
the modern literary languago is almost entirely Sanskrit, end 
few of these words are pronounced as they are written.” The 
book language is quite unintelligible to the uneducated masses, 
and as, apart from it, there is no generally recognized standard, 
the variations in the Bpoken language aie very great. . The well- 
known adage that the dialeot ohanges every twelve kos applies 
probably with greater force to Bengali than to any other language 
in India. 

“Bengali,” Dr. Grierson writes, “has a fairly voluminous 
literature dating from pre-historio times. Aooordiug to the latest 
aqthority its oldest literary record is the song of Manikohandra, 
whioh belongs to the days of the Buddhists, though it has 
no doubt been altered in the oourse of centuries through trans- 
mission by word of mouth. Of the well-known authors, oie 



46 


burpwah. 


Rbli- 

0I0K8. 


Christian 

Missions. 


of the oldest and most admired is Ohandi Das, who flourished 
about the 14th century and wrote songs of considerable merit 
in praise of Krishna, Since his time to the commencement of 
the present century, there ha9 been a succession of writers, 
many of whom are direotly connected with the religious revival 
instituted by Chaitanya.” 

This dialect was returned in 1001 as the language of 91*9 
per oent. of the population. The number of persons returned as 
speaking Hindi rose from 46,000 in 1891 to 73,0 l 0 in 1901, or 
4‘7 per cent., and this is obviously due to the large influx of 
labourers from Bebar and Wostern India whioh followed on the 
development of the coal industry. San tali is spoken by 39,428 
persons aud some 5,000 persous were returned as speaking Kora.* 

Altogether 1,22 1, C27 persons, or 7 ( J*6 per cent, of the popula- 
tion, aie Hindus : 287,403, or 18'7 per cent., aro Muhammadans; 
and 21,048, or 13 per cent., are Animists. There are 2,960 
Christians, of whom 1,061 are Europeans, 872 Eurasians and 1,072 
natives of the country. Other religions are practically unrepre- 
sented, numbering only 3/. 

The Church Missionary Sociely early fixed on Burdwan as a 
centre from which to carry < n its missionary work. A most 
interesting account of the foundation of the mission is to be found 
in the memoir of the Itevd. J. J. Weitbroeht, with whose name 
missionary work in this district must always be most closely 
associated. The mission wus commenced in 1H10 by Captain 
Stewart, a pious and devoted servant of the East India Company, 
and he continued to take a deep interest in it till his death in 
1833. In the first year ho established two vernacular schools, and 
in two years the number had increased to ten, containing a 
thousand ohildren, and costiug 240 rupees a month. In the 
beginning he encountered considoiable opposition; the Brahmans 
circulated reports among the people that it was liis design to ship 
all the ohildren to England, and an instance occurred in which a 
parent exposed his little son to tho jackals to be devoured during 
the night to prevent the possibility of his being educated by 
Captain Stewart. The introduction of printed books into the 
schools at first caused some alarm, the people conceiving it to be a 
plan for depriving them of their ca*te as all instruction had been 
previously conveyed through manuscripts : and it was remarked 
of the village school-masters — * If you put a printed book into 
their hands, they are unable to read it without great difficulty, 
and are still less able to understand its contents.’ Besides th6 
outlines of Geography, Astronomy and History, Captain Stewart 

* Bengal Census Report, 1901. 
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erased instruction to be given in some few of the preambles of 
the East India Company’s regulations, whioh are particularly 
calculated to eonvinoe the Hindus that Government anxiously 
desires to promote their comfort and advantage. In these semi- 
naries the ohildren knew of no preoedenoy but that whioh was 
derived from merit. The Brahman boy and his ignoble neigh- 
bour sat side by side, and if the latter excelled the former in learn- 
ing, as was often the case, he stood above him.” These schools 
became so celebrated that the Calcutta School Society sent its 
Superintendent for five months to Burdwan in 1819 to learn the 
system of Captain Stewart’s schools, as he eduoated a greater 
number of ohildren with fewer teaohers and at half the expense of 
the old system. When Mr W. Adam, who had been direoted by 
Government to enquire into the state of education, visited 
Burdw&n in 1837, he reported that Burdwan was the best edu- 
cated district in Bengil. In 1819 Captain Stewart purchased a 
plot of ground on the Grand Trunk Road two miles north-west 
of Burdw&n on behalf of the Chuicb Missionary Society, and 
there a misbion centre was gradually established with a church, 
orphanage, school and mission houses. The mission continued to 
prosper, and, under the Revd John James Weitbrecht, who worked 
in Burdwan from 1830 to 1852, became one of the best organized 
mission ohurches in Bengal. 

We read of 14 schools scattered over an aiea of 40 miles 
with an attendance of 1,000 boys, of a gills’ school, of one 
of the first high schools in Bengal with a hostel for Hindu 
students attaoheu to it, of an orphanage, of out-stations at K&lna 
since taken over by the Free Church of Scotland, and Bankurd, 
now a flourishing mission under the Wesleyan Society, and 
Nadia, whioh has greatly outgrown the mother church with its 
eight ohurohes and 6,000 Protestant Christians. Then come the 
dark days of the mission. Burdwan fever decimated the town, 
the Christian congregation was scattered, the orphanage was 
removed to Agarparfi, the schools were gradually closed and 
the Emopcan staff reduced. The Church Missionary Society 
has never re-oooupied the district as it once hoped to do, Nadi& 
taking the place of the Burdw&n district as the Society’s principal 
field of effort. The out-stations were left undermanned and were 
eventually ooon pied by other societies. The town of Burdwan was 
retained, but the institutions were transferred elsewhere. At the 
present time the mission is a purely evangelistio one with a small 
congregation consisting mainly of mission workers, whose work is 
to itinerate in the oold weather in the villages round Bordw&n. 
There is one European Missionary in charge who also acts as 
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Honorary Chaplain to the European residents. Some twenty 
miles north of Burdw&n is a ohuroh medioal mission with a hospital 
and dispensary with three European ladies in oharge v and an 
effioient staff of workers under the Churoh of England Zenana 
Sooiety. This mission is the survival of a flourishing Zenana 
Mission in Bardw&n whioh had to be closed for want of funds in 
1900. The ladies of Mdnkur superintend also an elementary 
Hindu girls 9 sohool in Burdw&n, which, with another Churoh 
school of a similar nature supported by voluntary local sub- 
scriptions, is all that is now left of English Ohuroh educational 
work in the district. 

At R&n!ganj there is a Wesleyan Methodist Mission which 
was established in 1878. In addition to a European Superinten- 
dent and two native ordained ministers there are women workers, 
who visit zen&n&s, and evangelists in village stations. The adult 
congregation is about 350. An English churoh and three native 
ohapels are attached to the mission, and it also manages an 
orphanage with an industrial olass attaohed, a refuge for the 
sick and destitute, day sohools and a shop for the sale of Christian 
liteiature. In addition the Superintendent of the mission is 
entrusted with the management of the Leper Asylum maintained 
at R&nlganj by the Mission to Lepers of whioh an aooount will 
be found in the following chapter. 

In Asansol town there is a Roman Catholic Mission. A 
ohuroh was built in 1872-73, and the following year the building 
of a oonvent and schools was commenced. The building of the 
soholastiate for the olerioal students of the Sooiety of Jesus was 
finished in 1883, having been constructed by the late Archbishop 
Goethnls. In 1889, the students were moved to Kurseong, and 
the building was made over by the Archbishop to the mission. 
It was enlarged and became St Patrick’s school whioh numbers 
at present about 140 boarders aud 50 day- scholars. 

A mission has also reoently been established by the Methodist 
Episcopal Churoh at Asansol. The mission had its origin in 
servioes held by itinerant preaohers, but a site was eventually 
granted by Government in 1883, and a ohuroh was erected in the 
following year. The mission now oonsists of a boys 9 middle 
English boarding school with an attendance of about 50, and a 
girls* boarding sohool with an average attendance of 85. Many 
of the ohildren are orphans, ai»d the greater number oome from 
the poorest classes of the population. Preaohing, the distribu- 
tion of literature aud visiting are oarried on at Asansol and the 
outlying villages, and the mission also manages* a Leper Asylum 
whioh is supported by the Mission to Lepers in India and the 
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East. There are out-stations at Bolpur and Sainthia where a 
girls’ primary sohool has been established. The United Free 
Ohuroh of Bootland Medioal Mission maintains a charitable 
hospital at Kftlna.* 

Muhammadans are distributed fairly evenly over the eastern Muhnm- 
portion of the district, and are found in greatest strength in* Rdftni 
the th&nas lying along the Bh&girathi* The Muhammadan in- 
vaders who followed Bakhty&r Khilji soon spread over Burdw&n 
and possessed themselves of the principal plaoes of importanoe 
in the dlstriot. Pandas in Hooghly, Mahmadpur near Man- 
teswar polioe-station, Kklna and Kfttwa all became Muhammadan 
settlements. It is probable therefore that a considerable propor- 
tion of the Muhammadan population are the descendants of the 
numerous soldiers of fortune and their followers who formerly 
found a livelihood in Bengal. The numerous aimmd estates 
whioh are found in the district and the traditional history of 
the Muhammadan settlements at Kaksa and at Ohurulia under 
Rfij& Narot tarn’s fort show that grants of land to suoh 
followers were very common. At the same time there can be 
little doubt that looal converts bulk largely in tho total, and the 
general opinion seems to be that the lower classes of Muham- 
madans have been mainly recruited from suoh oonverts. Aooord- 
to the census report for 1901, “almost the whole of the 
functional groups suoh qb Jolaha and Dhunia throughout the 
province, and the great majority, probably nine- tenths, of the 
Sheikhs in B i ngai Proper are of Indiun origin.” 

The conversion of the Hindus to Islam was in most cases 
voluntary. The Mughals were, as a rule, tolerant in religious 
matters, and the Afghan rulers who preceded them did not often 
use force to propagate their faith. The only organized persecution 
of the Hindus of whioh there is any record in history is that of 
Jalal-ud-dln mentioned by Dr. Wise, who is said to have offered the 
Koran or death, and who must have effected wholesale conversions. 

But although there was no general attaok on the Hindu religion, 
there are numerous traditions of conversions on a large scale by 
enthusiastic freelances, suoh as the renowned Sbfth Jalal of 
Sylhet. In Mandaran thanft in the ArSmb&gh subdivision of 
Hooghly, where the Muhammadan population preponderates over 
the Hindu, there is a tradition that Muhammad Ismail Sh&h 
Ghazi defeated the looal R&j& and foroibly converted the people 
to Islam. These traditions are not confirmed by history, but 
history tells us very little of what went on in Bengal during the 

* For thio account of the mlaaion* at B urdtrin, Ranigaiy and Aeanaol, T an 
Indebted to tho Bevd. Mr. Clarke, the Herd, Mr. Bleby, and the Bevd. Mr. Koele. 

X 
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reigns of the independent kings, and, when even the names of 
some of them are known to us only from the inset iptions on their 
ooins, while there is no record whatever of many of the local 
Bat n»ps, it is not to be expeoted that, even if foroiblo conversions 
were oommon, there would be any written aocount of them. 
There must doubtless, here and there, have been ruthless fanatios 
like the notorious Tii pu Sahib of more recent times, who forcibly 
oiroumoit'ed many of his Hindu subjects and perpetrated many 
acts of the grossest oppression, and the fact tint many of the 
Muhammad in mo>que», especially in this district, were of.en 
oonstruoted of stones taken from Hindu temples, clearly shows 
that, at some times in some places, the Hindus were subjected to 
persecution at the bauds t«f their Musalman oonquerors. In the 
aooounts of Chaitauya's life, for instance, we read that two of 
his leading disciples were Brahmans who had been compelled to 
embrace the faith of Iblani. 

In spite, however, of the fact that oases of forcible conversion 
were by no means rare, it seems probable that very many of the 
ancestors of the Bengnl Muhammadans voluntarily gave in their 
adhesion to Islam. The advantages which that religion offered 
to L>er60QB held in low esteem by the Hindus are sufficiently 
obvious, and under Muslim rule there w.is no lack of pious Pirs 
and Fakirs suh as Pir Bahrain, of Burdwftn, and Majlis and 
Bftdr Saheb of K&lnu who devoted their lives to gaining oon verts 
to the faith. There were upeoial reasons which, during the eaily 
years of the Muhammadan supremacy, made conversion compara- 
tively easy. All hough the days when Buddhism was a glowing 
fa«th had Long since passed, the people of Bengal were still to a 
great extent buddhistic, and when Bakhtyftr Khiliji oonquered 
B?h&r and mastered the Buddhist monks assembled at Odonta- 
puri, the common people, who were already lukewarm, deprived 
of their priests and teachers, were easily attracted from their 
old form of belief, some to Hinduism and others to the 
creed of Muhammad The higher castes probably found their 
way back to Hinduism, while the non- Aryan tribes wh> had, in 
all probability, never been Hindus, preferred the greater attrao- 
tion* of Islam. 

At present but few conversions to Iglara occur, and as a rule 
the i>er80us who come over fiom the one religion to the other do 
bo for ma enal and not for religious reasons, as for instance when 
a Muhammadan takes a Hindu widow as his seoond wife, or a 
Hindu fulls w love with a Muhammadan girl and must embrace 
her religion before he ca u marry hor.* 

• Centos Report, 1901. 
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By far the greater majority of the Muhammadans in Baldwin 
are Bannis of the Hanifa sect, but in some parte of the district, 
more partionlarly in Citwa, the Wahabis have gained a large num* 
berof adherents, and the higher class Muhammadans are often 
Shiahs. The unreformed Muhammadans of the lower and an* 
educated classes are deeply infected with Hindu superstitions, and 
their knowledge of the faith they profess seldom extends beyond 
the three cardinal d octanes of the unity of God, the mission of 
Muhammad and the truth of the Kor&n. The veneration of Firs 
and Saints is common among them, and many pilgrims frequeut 
the more famous shrines and make offerings of sweetmeats, oto., 
in order that the Fir may look with favour upon them and grant 
them the fulfilment of their desires. One of the most famous of 
such shrines is that of Pir Bahr&m whose tomb is shown in 
Burdw&n. lie is mentioned iu the Memorandum Eook of Khusgo 
in the following note, “Hajrat Haji Bahrain Sekka was a native 
of Turkestan. lie belonged to the Bayet seot of MuBalmanB*’; 
he is also notioed in the Memorandum Book of Nudrat. 
Tradition relates that he was at one time a water-oarrier in the 
streets of Meooa and Najaf. The dato of his death as engraved 
on the tombstone is &70 Hizri. Two other famous Pirs are Badr 
Sfiheb and Majlis Saheb who are rfgarded by Muhammadans and 
Hindus alike as the patron Saints of K&lna. Their tombs stand 
onlthe river bank, and are worshipped equally by the followers of 
both religions, the commonest offerings being small day horses 
which are supposed to signify the horse sacrifice which is so 
common in ancient Indian his* or?. 

The animists are almost entirely represented by the Sant&ls, Anlmlsta. 
the side drift of the great immigration northwards, who ore found 
almost entirely in the Asansol subdivision. The following brief 
aooonnt of theii religious beliefs is condensed from that given in 
the Bftnkur& Gazetteer. The religion of the Sant&ls is of a 
primitive nature, its main feature being sacrifices made to a 
number of village and household deities. The village deities are 
usually supposed to resids in trees. The household deities reside 
in a little apartment reserved for them in every bouse/ however 
small. Grain and other articles are stored here, but it is a sacred 
spot; all the household sacrifices being made at the entrance to it, 
and no female from any other house may even enter it. The 
names of the household deities are kept secret and are known only 
to the head of the family. Generally among the village deities 
the spirit of the founder of the village, and, among the family 
deities, those of departed anoestors, are wonhipped. Chickens, 
goete and sometimes even eows are sacrificed: the flesh of 
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the animals is consumed by tbs sacrifloers and tbs friends, and ths 
feast is almost invariably aooorapanied by drinking and danoing. 

A btrong belief in witohcraft is firmly established, and the 
J&n, or witch doofor, whose aid in oases of misfortune is always 
invoked, is a person of great importance and power. The J&n 
also has the power of divining from *4/ leaves, but the seoret of 
his greatness lies in the faot that he is a spirit medium and that 
his pronouncements are made when he is under intense spiritnal 
influeuoe. He is often resorted to not only by Sant&ls, but 
also by low-oaste Hindus, many of whom firmly believe in his 
power of casting out the demon of oholora from any village that 
may be attaoked. 

Hinduism. Burdw&n, with its large contingent of high oaste Br&hmaus, 
has from pro histone times been a stronghold of Hinduism Bat 
the puie and lofty faith of the Aryan invaders here, as elsewhere 
in the lower valley, his been corrupted by the superstitions of the 
animistic races whom they conquered, and the popular religion 
exhibits in oonbequeuoe a marked mixture of the Animism of 
the\ aboriginals and i he Monotheism of the higher race. Much 
of the demon worship and of that propitiition of malignant 
power which is now so roatked a feature of the worship of Siva 
and Kali was undoubtedly borrowed from the aboriginals, aud, 
as Hunter has pointed out, whatever mythology Sivi or Budra 
may originally hive belonged to, there o*n be no doubt that Siva 
worship as performei by the lower olassss iu Lower Bengal is the 
reverse of the Aryan spirit of devotion, and represents the super- 
stition of the blaok races. Yet this is the ouly form of religion 
whioh has now any hold on the lower olasses, and it is Siva and 
his more terrible wife Kali who are invoked by the people in fell 
times of trouble or necessity. 

Jfektiair; Si vu- worship orSakti&m (Sanskrit Saktl),the worship of power 

or energy, is based on the worship of the aotive-produoing 
principle (Prakriti) as manifested in one or other of the goddess 
wives of Siva (Durgfe, Kali, Parvati), the female energy or 8aktl 
of the primordial male, Purusha or Siva. x Tne objeot of the 
worship is the acquisition of magical and supernatural powers 
through thr help of the goddess, or the destruction of enemies 
through her oo-operation. In this cult the various forces of 
nature are deified under separate personalities, whioh are known 
as the divine mothers or M&trigSn. The ritual to be observed, 
the sacrifices to be offered, and the mantrap or magio texts, to 
be uttered, in order to seoure the efficacy of the worship and 
to procure the fulfilment of the worshipper’s desire, are laid 
down in a series of religious writings known as Tftnteas. The 
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oentral idea of these books is to identify all foroe with the 
female principle in nature, and to inculcate the exclusive admira- 
tion of Siva’s wife as the source of every kind of supernatural 
faoulty and mystery. The cult is supposed to have originated 
in East Bengal or Assam about the fifth century. K&li is said 
to be the same as Durg&, but she can assume any number of 
forms at the same time. The characteristic of Durga is benefi- 
cence, while K&li is terrific and blood-thirsty, as the following 
translation from one of the sacred books of this cult will show. 

** A Kaulika (i.e., a Sokta) should worship Kali who lives amongst 
dead bodies : who is terrible and has fearful jaws : who has 
unoombed hair and a glowing tongue: who constantly drinks 
blood : wbo stands over her husband Maha-Kala and wears a 
garland of skulls on her blood- besmeared throat : who has 
prominent breasts : who is waited on by all the 6lddhas as well 
as by the Siddhis.” • 

In the Kalika Pur&n the immolation of human beings is 
recommended, and numerous animals aro enumerated as 
suitable for sacrifice. At the present time pigeon*, goat9 and 
more rarely, buffaloes, are the usual victims at the Bhriue 
of the goldess. The ceremony commences with the adoiatioa 
of the sacrificial axe; various mantras are reoited, and the 
animal is then d’caoiiafod at one ntioke. As soon as the 
head falls to the ground, the votaries rush forward and 
smear their foreheads with the blood of the victim. The 
great oocasion for these sacrifices is during the three days of 
the Durga Puj&. The opposition between Sakti*m and Vedio 
Hinduism is expressly stated in the Mahanirvana Taut i a where 
it is slid thtt the mantras contained in the Vedas are now 
devoid of all energy and resemble snakes deprived of their 
venom. In the Sutya and other ages they were effective, but in 
the K&li Yuga they are, as it were, dead t 

Modern Vaishnavism, as preached by Chaitanya, represents a Vitisima 
revulsion agaiast the gross and debasing leligion of the T&ntras. vlsm. 
Ohaitanya was a Baidik Br&hman aud was born in Nabadvip 
(Nadia) in 1484 or 1485, some two years before Luther. His 
father was an orthodox Brahman named Jagaun&th Misra. 
Various legends have grown up about his birth and childhood. 

He was thirteen months in the womb. Soon after his birth 
a number of holy men, including Advaita, bis future disciple, 
arrived at the house of his parents to do homage to the 
ohild, and to present him with offerings. In his ohildhood, 

• Mooier Williams* Religions Lif* and Thought in ludin. 

t Bengal Cento* Report, 1901. 
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like the young Krishna, he took part in all boyish sports and 
yet rapidly acquired a oomplete knowledge of Sanskrit pur&nas 
and literature. His favourite study was the Bh&gavata-pur&na 
and the BhRgavad-gitA. He married twice, his first wife having 
died from snake-bite, and at the age of twenty-five resolved to 
abandon all worldly connections and give himself up to a 
religious life. Accordingly he commenced a series of pilgrim- 
ages. His travels occupied six years and he is known to have 
visited the most oelebrated shrines of India, including Benares, 
Gaya, Mathura, Srirangam, and ultimately the temple of J agin- 
n&th at Puri. Having thus prepared himself for hm mission he 
addressed himself to the work of preaching and propagating 
his own idea of the Yaishn&va creed and, after making many 
converts, appointed his two disciples Advaita and Nity&n»nda 
to preside over his disciples, living for the rest of his life st 
Puri. He preached mainly in Central Bengal and Orissa, the 
towns of Katwa and Kalna in this distriot being particularly 
favoured by him. His dootriues found ready acceptance amongst 
large numbers of the people, especially amongst those who wero 
still, or had only recently been, Buddhists. This was duo 
mainly to the fact that he ignored caste and drew his followers 
from all sources, so much so that even Muhammadans followed 
him. The fir^t principle he inculcated wap that all the faithful 
worshippers were to be treated as equals. “ The meroy of 
God,” slid Cuaitanya, €t regards neither tribe nor family.” 
He preached vehemently against the immolation of animals 
in sacrifice and the use of animal food and stimulants, and taught 
that the tiue road to salvation lay in Bhakti, or fervent devotion to 
God. “ He recommended Hadha worship and taught that the love 
felt by her for Krishna was the best form of devotion. ft Thou art 
door to my heart, thou art part of my soul, 9 said a young man to 
his loved one, • I love thee, bat why I know not. 9 So ought 
the worshipper to love Krishna and worship him for his sake 
only. Let him offer all to God and expect no remuneration. 
He acts like a trader who asks for a return.” 8uoh are the words 
of a modern exponent of Chaitanya’s teaching. The acceptable 
offerings are flowers, money and the like, but the great form 
of worship is that of the sankirtan or procession of worshippers 
pi tying and singing. A peculiarity of Cbaitanya’s oult is that 
the post of spiritual guide or Gosain is not oonfioed to Br&hmans, 
and several of the best known belong to the Baidya caste. 
They are all of them descended from the leading men of 
Ohaitanya’s immediate entourage. The holy places of the oult 
are Nabadvip, Chaitanja 9 s birth-pis o^, and, in a still greater 
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degree, Brindaban, the soene of Krishna's sports with the 
milk-maids, wbioh Ohaitanya and his d'soiples reolaimed 
fipm jungle, and where he personally identified the various 
snored spots, on whioh great shrines have now been erected. At 
Nabadvip the most import int shrines are in the keeping of 
Br&hmans who are themselves staunch Saktas. 

In oourse of time the followers of Chaitanya split into two 
bodies, those who retained, and those who rejeote 1, oaste. The 
latter, who are also kn »wn as Jit Baiahtams or Bair&gis, oonsiet 
of reoruits from all castes, who pi of ess to intermarry freely 
amongst themselves. Except for the fact that oursiiers are 
still admitted, they form a oommuuity very similar to the 
ordinary Hindu oaste. Its reputa'ion at the present day is 
tarnished by the fact that most of its new reoruits have joined 
owing to love intrigues, or because they have been turned out of 
their own oa^te, or for some other sordid motive. Those who have 
retained their oaste and are merely Vaishn&v&s by seot are. of 
ouoree, in no way connected with tne J&t Baiahtams just desoiibed, 
and their religion is, on the whole, a far purer one than that cf tne 
Saktas. The stricter Vaiebnav&s will have nothing to do with 
Saktism and are vegetarians, but amongst the Bagdis and other low 
classes, many of the professed followers of the sect will fretly eat 
animal food and fol ow in the Durg& procession, though they will 
not on any oocount be present when the sacrifices are offered up.* 

The largest aboriginal substratum of the populdtion consists Region* 
of the B&gdis aud Bauris, of whom the former have been belief# °* 
admitted within the pale of Hinduism, while the latter are still 
outside it and are regarded by all orthodox Hindus as unmitigated 
chuars. The Bftgdis worship 8iva, Vishnu, Dharmar&j, Durg&, the 
Saktis and the myriad names of the moderu Hindu Pantheon in 
a more or less intelligent fashion under the guidance of degraded 
(pitit) Br&hmans. But together with these greater gods we 
find the 8ant&l goddess, Gosain Era aud Barapau&rt, “ the great 
mountain" (Marang Burn) of the same tribe. According to the 
B&gdis themselves their favourite aud charaoterHm deity is 
Manas&, the sister of the snake king V&suki, the wife of Jarat 
Kara and mother of Astika, whose intervention saved the human 
raoe from destruotiou by J&nmejaya. 

The Bauris prof«ss to be ‘Hindus of the fiakta seot, but in 
Western Bengal, at any rate, their connection with Hinduism is 
of the slenderest kind, and thtir favourite objects of worship 
axe Manas&, Bh&dn, M&nsingh, Barapah&ri, Dharmar&j aud 


• lfoafar William*' Religions Life tad Thought In India. 
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Kudr&sini. Goats are sacrificed to M&nringh, and fowls to 
Barapah&ri. Pigs, fowls, rice, sugar and ghi are offered to 
Kudr&sini on Saturdays at the dkhrA , or dancing place, of the 
village through the medium of a Baori priest, who abstains from 
flesh or fish on the day preoedirg the saorifioe. The priest gets 
as his fee the fowls that are offered and the head or leg of the 
pig ; the worshippers eat the rest. In Western Bengal Banris 
have not yet attained to the dignity of having Brahmans of 
their own. Their priests are men of their own oaste, termed L&vf 
or Degharift, some of whom hold land rent-free, or at a nominal 
rent, as remuneration for their services. The headman of the 
village (param&nik) may also offioiate as priest. 

Of all the snake goilings, Manasa, the snake goddess, in 
Bengal Proper at least, holds the foremost place, and her worship 
is oonduoted with great pomp and oircunstanoe by both B&gdis 
and Bauris who olaim that it secures immunitv from snake-bite. 
Popular tradition makes her the mother of Astika Muni, the sister 
of the snake king Vftsuki and the wife of Jarat Kara Muni, but 
she is also known as Bi°hahari and is worshipped by Hindus of 
all castes in order to seoure immunity from snake-bite. It is said 
that if her worship is neglected some one in the family is certain 
to die of snake-bite. She is worshipped in various forms. Some- 
times a simple earthen pot is marked with vermilion and placed 
under a tree, where clay snakes are arranged round it and a 
trident is driven into the ground ; sometimes the plant oalled 
after her is taken as her emblem, and sometimes an image of a 
small four-armed female of yellow colour, her feet resting on a 
goose, a cobra in each hand and a tiara of snakes upon her head. 
Rams and he-goats are sacrificed in her honour, and rice, sweet- 
meats, fruit and flowers are also offered. Most families have a 
shrine dedicated to her in their homes, and sometimes a separate 
room is set apart for her. On the Dasah&ra day a twig of the 
Manas& plant (Euphorbia ligularia) is planted in the courtyard 
and worshipped on the fifth day of the moon, the Nagpanohamf 
day. It is thrown into tne water when the image of Durgft is 
immersed at the Durgfi Pujfi. Manas& is also worshipped on the 
la6t day of the solar month of Sr&ban and Bh&dra. Songs about 
the goddess are sung, especially those recounting her dealings 
with Gh&nd Sad&gsr, a merohant of Gandhabanik oaste, whioh are 
said to be based on a legend found in the Padms Purfin. 
Amongst the higher castes the worship is performed by Br&hmans, 
but the Hfiris, Bauris and Dorns perform the ceremony themselves. 

The following aocount of the origin of this worship is given 
by Mr. R. C. Dutt “ The semi-Hinduized aborigines may 
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take to themselves the oredit of having added somo godheads to 
the Hindu Pantheon, and the goddess of Manas& is perhaps 
the most lemarkable instanoe. Hindu gods are rather revered 
and venc.'^d even by the aavanoed semi aboiiginals than actu- 
ally worshipped ; but Mnnasa is universally worshipped by the 
most backward as well as the advanced semi-aborigines of 
Western Bengal, and the worship is continued for days together, 
and is attended with muoh pomp and rejoicing, and singing in 
the streets. The fact of the introduction of this aboriginal 
worship among Hindus is crystallized in the story of Chand 
Saud&gar, and is handed down from generation to generation. 

It is said that the Saud&gav refused to worship that goddess till 
his trade was ruined ai.d his dearest child was killed by snake- 
bite on his marriage day ; than, and theu only was the merobant 
compelled to recognize the powsr of the snike goddess. It is sig- 
nificant, too, that the plaoe which is pointed out as the sire of this 
occurrence is near the Daraodar river, which may bo considered 
as the boundary line between the first Hindu settlors of Bengal 
and the aborigines. At what peiiod the worship of Mauasa 
crossed their boundary line and spread among the Hindus cannot 
be ascertained; but up to the pi ©sent day the worship of this 
goddess among Hindus is tame, compared to the universal 
rejoicing and enthusiasm with which she is worshipped by her 
ancient followers, the present serai- H induced aborigines.”* 

Both Bagdis and B«uris worship Dharmaraj, but the cull is DhsnnH 
not confined to them and his shrines are common all over West ri, 7- 
Bengal. By some DharmarSj is regarded as Yama and by others 
as the Sun. Some again consider him to be fhe god of snakes, and 
some a form of Siva or Vishnu He is usually worshipped by alow 
oaste priest, often a Ddm or a Bfigdi. As a rule, he is represented 
by a shapeless stone daubed with vermilion and plaoed under a tree, 
but he is sometimes worshipped in the form of a tortoise. He is 
frequently believed to possess certain ourative powers and his 
priests administer medioines as specifics for various diseases. 

Hogs, fowls and ducks are saorifioed before him, and offerings are 
made of rioe, flowers, milk and pacha ai. The worship takes plaoe 
in the months of Bais&kh, Jaishta and As&rh, on the day of the 
full moon, and in some places on the last day of Rb&dra. All 
oastes, even BrShraans, make offerings through the medium of 
the officiating priest. 

The worship of Dharma is believed by Mah&mahop&dhyaya 
Kara Frosftd S&atri to be a corrupt form of Buddhism. The 
writers of T&ntrik compilations among the Hindus, he Bays, 

* The Aboriginal demon* in tbe Population of Bengal, Ca?'*Up Rt\ its, 1832* 
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incorporated as many of the T&ntrik Buddhist divinities as they 
oould possibly do without jeopardizing their reputation for 
orthodoxy. But there were still divinities, to whom even with 
their wonderful power of adaptation, they could not venture to give 
a plaoe in the Pantheon, aud one of these is Dharrna. Originally 
Dharma was the second person in the Buddhist Tiinity, but the 
term came to be applied to the worship of stupas, the visible 
emblem of Buddhism to the ignorant multitude. “ Dharma 
worship remained oonfined to the lowest classes of the people— the 
dirtiest, meanest and most illiterate classes. All the lowest forms 
of worship rejected by the Brahmans gradually rallied round 
Dharma, and his priests throughout Bengal enjoy a oc»rt»*in con- 
sideration whioh o?ten excites the envy of their highly-plaoed 
rivals the Brahmans, who, though hating them with a genuine 
hatred, yet covet their earnings wherever those are considerable; 
and there are instances in whioh the worship of Dharma has 
passed into Br&hman hands, and has been, by them, transformed 
into a manifestation either of Siva or of Vis.inu.” 

After recapitulating the arguments by which he identifies 
Dharma worship as a suivival of Buddhism, the Pandit goes on 
to say: — “The Dharma worshippers are fully aware that Dharma 
is not an inferior deity, he is higher tliau Vishnu, higher than 
Siva, higher than Brahma and eveu higher than Parvati. His 
position is, indeed, as exalted as that of Br&hm& in Hindu 
philosophy. In fact, one of the books in honour of Dharma 
gives an obscure hint that the work has been written with the 
object of establishing the Biahmahood of Dharma. Tne represen- 
tation of Dharma in many places is a tortoise. Now a tortoise is 
a miniature representation of a stupa with five niohes for five 
Dhy&ni Buddhas. At Saida in Bftukui& an image of Buddha in 
meditative posture is still aotually worshipped as Dharma. The 
worshippers of Dharma are unoonsoious of the fact that they are 
the survivors of a mighty raoe of men, and that they have 
inherited their religion from a glorious past.”* To this it may be 
added that at the present day the image of Dbarma is generally 
found in the houses of low-caste people, and that a popular saying 
• is Dharma nlch/ydmt , , e.*., Dharma favours the low. At the 
same time Dharma is offered cooked food even by a Brahman. 

The The worship of the village and household gods is very 

DmtsT prevalent among the lower classes. These are called the Gr&mya 
Devata and are worshipped on the ooo&sion of every religious 
ceremony, and also on speoial occasions, for instanoe when disease 
breaks out or a newly-built house is occupied for the first time. 


Bengal Gamut Report, 1901. 
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The landlord of the village oelebrates pujd usually under a 
pipal or banyan tree, while each ryot performs bis own oeremony 
at home. Sometimes a Br&h.nan officiates, but frequently the 
people oonduct the worship themselves. 

“On the plains, the village god has ever been an objeot of 
veneration with the low castes of mixed descent rather than of 
the Brahmans, and in many places the worship has altogether 
died oat among the higher ranks. At the beginning of this 
oentury, however, Buchanan found it existing everywhere 
throughout the northwestern districts of Lower Bengal. ‘The 
vulgar/ he says, ‘ have never been entirely able to abandon the 
worship of the village deities, and imitate their anccstois either 
by making Buch offerings as before mentioned (betel, red-lead, 
rice, water) to an anonymous deity, undor who^e protection they 
suppose their village to he, or call by that name various ghosts 
that have become objects of woi-hip, or various of the Hindu 
Devat&s. The ghosts, in faot, aud the others oalled village 
deities, seem to be the gods most usually applied to in cases of 
danger by all ranks, and their favour is courted with bloody sac- 
rifices and other offerings. They are not in general represented 
by images, nor have they temples; but the deity is represented 
by a lump of day, sometimes placed under a tree, and piovided 
with a priest of some low tribe/ Several of these village gods 
are older than the Aryan settlement, being deified personages 
sprang from the aboriginal tribes, whose distinctive nationality 
has been forgotten for ages in the districts where their represent- 
ative men are still worshipped. Every wheie the ceremonies bear 
the stamp of the old superstitious terrors, and the carnivorous, 
gluttonous habits of the blaok raoes. Indeed, Buohanan well 
describes them as ‘ sacrifices made partly from fear, and partly to 
gratify the appetite for flesh’. The fierce aboriginal instincts, 
even in the mixed castes, who approach nearest to the Aryans, 
mad acoept in a greater degree than their neighbours the 
restraints of Hinduism, break loose on suoh festivals : and 
oowberds have been seen to feed voraciously on .swine-flesh, 
wbiob at all other times they regard with abhorrence.” * 

The marginal table shows the strength Castbb 
Biffdi ... JWJJO of the diffeient tribes aDd eftstes, number- tmbfg. 

brthman .. 109 /joo 1D £ ° ver 50,000. Ethmoally there is a 

Cbdgop ... i» 6 P ooo wide difference between the Asansol sub- 

Agori 66^000 division and the rest of the district. In 

Asansol the lowest stratum of the popula- 
tion to be found are the Bauris, but even within the last 

• Hnnter's "J^nnala of Rqnl Bengal.” 
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oentury this tract was an unpeopled wilderness, the haunt ot 
thieves and banditti, and it is only siaoe the discoveries of 
coal that it has become settled oountry. The deltaic portion 
of the distriot was perhaps t.he seat of the oldest civilisation 
in Bengal; the abori b inal element here is represented by the 
B&gdis who, according to Mr. Oldham, are desoended from 
the Malli and were once the ruling race. Of the various oastes 
noted above it is unnecessary to give any further speoial de- 
scription of the Go&l&s. The Brahmans of Burdw&n, however, 
and the Sadgop and Aguri oastes, whioh are peculiar to the 
distriot, deserve further mention, while the B&gdis and Bauris 
as representing the aboriginal element in the population are also 
interesting. 

The R&rhi Brahmans derive their name from R&rh, the 
firSlirauns. high-lying alluvial tract on the west bank of the river Bh&gimthi. 

Their claim to be of comparatively pure Aryan desoent is to some 
extent borne out by the results of anthropometric enquiries. 
Aooording to ourrent tradition Adisura, or Adis vara, ling of 
Bengal, early in the eleventh century A.D., finding the 
Br&hmans then settled in Bengal too ignorant to perform for him 
oertain Vedio ceremonies, applied tu the Haj& of Kanauj for priests 
thoroughly conversant with the sacred ritual of the Aryans. In 
answer to this request five Brahmans of Kanauj were sent to him; 
Bhatta Nar&yana of the Sandilya seotion or gotra ; Daksha of 
the Kasyapa gotra ; Vedagarva or Vidagarbha of the Yatsa gotra , 
or as other aooounts say, from the family of Bhrigu ; Chandra or 
Ohh&ndara of the S& varna* gotra , and Sriharsa of the Bharadwfija 
gotra . They brought with them their wives, their saored fire and 
their sacrifioial implements. It is said that Adisura was at first 
disposed to treat them with soanty respect, but he was soon 
oompelled to acknowledge his mistake and to beg the Br&hmans 
to forgive him. He then made over to them five populous 
villages, where they lived for a year. Although the immigrant 
Br&hmans brought their wives with them, tradition says that they 
oontraoted seoond mairiages with the women of Bengal, and that 
their ohildren by the latter were the anoestors of the Barendra 
Br&hmans. 

By the middle of the eleventh century, when Ballal Sen, the 
second of the Sen kings of Bengal, instituted his famous enquiry 
into the personal endowments of the R&rhi Br&hman8» their 
numbers seem to have increased greatly. They are represented 
as divided into 56 gains , or headships of villages, which were 
reserved for them, and might not be encroached upon by 
Br&hmans of other orders. Tradition is silent oonofrning the 
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preoise method in whioh Ballal 8en oarried out his somewhat in* 
quisi tonal measures. I! seems, however, to be oertain that some 
kind of inquiry into the nine characteristic qualities was held 
under his orders, and that the kui or social and oeremonial 
standing of each family was determined aooordingly. Some 
say that twenty-two gains were raised to the highest distinction. 
Lakshmana Sen discarded fourteen giins on aooount of their 
misoonduot, and they beoomo gauna Kalins* an order whioh has 
now disappeared. Nineteen families belonging to the other eight 
gains were made Rulins. The other families of these eight gains 
were lost sight of. Thus two classes of grades of sacerdotal 
virtue were f »rmed: — (l) the kulin % being those who had observed 
the entire nine counsels of perfection ; (2) the srrtriya % who, 
though regular students of the Vedas, had lost avrtiti by inter* 
marrying with families of inferior birth. The Srotriya were 
again subdivided into Siddha or perfect, S&dhya or capable of 
attaining purity, and Kashta or difficult. The last named group 
was also oalled An, or enemy, beoause a Kulin marrying a 
dnughter of that gioup was di*gracod The relations of these 
three daws m respect of marriage were regulated by the 
principle laid down in the Institutes of M&nu for members 
of the three twioe-born castes, a principle now generally 
known as hyp°rgam y. This singular and artificial organiza- 
tion deranged the natmal balance of the sexes, and set up a 
vigorous competition for husbands among the women of the 
higher groups. 

The invasion of Bengal by tho Muhammadans and the 
instant collapse of the Hindu kingdom was not without its 
effect upon the matrimonial oiganization of the Rarhi Brahmans. 
Ballal Sen’s reforms had been imposed upon the caste by the # 
order of a Hindu ruler, and their observance depended upon the 
maintenance of his supervising authority. When this oheok was 
removed, the system oould no longer hold together, and soon 
showed signs of breaking up completely. Artificial restrictions 
bad been introduced ; the natural balance of the sexes had been 
disturbed, and a disastrous competition for husbands had set in 
among the three original groups. New and inferior groups had 
sprang up, and their natural ambitions still further swelled the 
demand for Kulin husbands. The presMii e of % necessity soon 
showed itself too strong for the rules. Poor Kulins sold their 
family rank and honour for the bridegroom* price, whioh had 
taken the place of the bride-price of earlier times ; they added to 
the number of their wives without regard to the respeotability 
of the families from whioh they came ; and they raised their prioes 
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u the supply of suitable husbands diminished, and competition 
ran higher for a Kulin bridegroom. 

The reforms undertaken iu the fourteenth century by Deri 
Vara, a ghatak or genealogist of J essore, extended only to the 
Eulins. These were divided id to throe grades -(i) Swabh&va or 
original Eulins, (*Y) Bhaoga, (res) Bansaja. The Swabh&va grade 
was further subdivided into 36 tnels, or endogaoious groups, each 
bearing the name of the original ancestor of the olan or of his 
village. This restriction of the marriage* of Eulins to their own 
mel was the leading feature of Devi Vara’s reform. Its principle 
was adopted and extended, it is believed, by the Eulins them- 
selves, in the singular arrangement known as P&lti-Prakriti, or 
preservation of the typo, by whioh families of equal rank were 
formed into triple groups, as it were, for matrimonial purposes, 
and bound to observe a sort of reciprocity. 

Meantime th9 rush of competition for Eulin husbands on the 
part of Bhsnga, Bansaja And Srotriya classes was as strong as 
before, while the proportionate number of pure Eulins had been 
reduced by the loss of those who had become Bhangas and 
Bansajas, In order to dispose of the surplus of women in the 
higher groups, polygamy was introduced, and was resorted to on 
a very large soale. It was popular with the Eulins because it 
enabled them to make a handsome income by the acrid ;ut of their 
birth; audit was accepted by the parents of the girlB oonoemed 
as offering the only means of complying with the requirements 
of the Hindu religion Tempted by a pan, '.or premium, whioh 
often reached the sum of two thousand rupees, Swabhava Eulins 
made light of their kul and' its obligations, and married Bansaja 
girls, whom they left after the oeremony to be taken care of 
"by their parents. Matrimony became a sort of profession, and 
the honour of marrying a daughter to a Bhanga Euliu is said to 
have been so highly valued in Eastern Bengal that as soon as a 
boy was ten years old his friends began to diaouss his matrimonial 
prospects, and before he was twenty he had become the husband of 
many wives of ages varying from five to fifty.* 

With the spread of education among the upper olasses of 
Bengal an a lvanoe in social morality has been made and the 
grosser forms of polygamy have fallen into direpute. But the 
artificial organization of the caste still presses hard on a Eulin 
father who is unluoky enough to have a large family of daughters. 
These must be married before they attain puberty, or disgrace 
will fall on the family, and three generations of ancestors will 
be d ishonoured. But a Eulin bridegroom can only b e obtained 
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by paying a heavy premium, mauy of the mh instituted by 
Devi Vara have died out, and iu suoh case?, reciprocal marriage 
being no longer possible, the non of a family left without a 
corresponding ml must marry the only daughter of a widow ; 
while the daughter of a Kulin widow, for whom no husband of 
equal birth oan be prooured, may be married to a Srotriya, and 
a premium accepted without endangering the family prestige.* 

As has already been noticed in Chapter II, Gopbhum, the Sadgopg. 
furthest headland of the promontory from Central India which 
juts into the d.stiiot, was formally the seat of a Sadgop dynasty 
of which some traces are still oxtant. According to Mr Jpho 
Boxwell, “ Sadgop ” is nearly pure Sanskrit, a tattama, and 
probably a modern name: it means “good cowherd The 
Sadgops a r e supposed to have separated fr^m the yo&f&s by 
abandoning pastDral pursuits and taking exclusively to agri- 
culture, and their separation into two sub-oustes — Pasohim 
Kuliga and Purba Kul ga living to the west and cast of the 
BhftgJrathi— is referred by tradition to the time of B&llal Sen. 

It is doubtful, however, whether this theory of their origin is 
oorreor. Tne Sadgops aie undoubtedly a modern caste, and 
their realm Gopbhum oould not have been ancient. They have 
no counterpart in Hindustan; they are not widely diffused 
and all the scattered members of the cjste lefer baok to Uop- 
bhfim. Th°y now utterly repudiate connection with the goAlA, 
and with the profession of cow-herding or milking. Though 
they must have been Gops before they weie Sadgop, and 
though Gopbhum is more p^toral than agricultural, they assert 
that they were the lords, not the attendants, of cattle, and 
the only profession they acknowledge for themselves is agru 
culture. They actually stand at the head of the Bengal agri- 
cultural oa*tes, but their pretension to head the Nabasakh, or 
nine chief Sudra castes, who interchange the hukah , is contested 
by the Telis. The Sadgop, nevertheless, pretend to rank with 
the Eayastha, and, like them, take the surname Ghosh, whioh 
ie borne, too, by some goat As, They have not yet, however, 
like some of the Bengal Kay as t has, claimed K&hatiijahood, in 
the sense that it is now being claimed, as meiely th'e next rank 
to the Bi&hmaus. Nor can they be thought quite analogous 
to the Kayasthas in view of the infinitely wider diffusion, purer 
Aryan blood, and known antiquity of the latter. The closest 
aomal analogy that oan be found to them are the Agnri, 
whose formation and reoentness are known. But the oon- 
elusion that the Br&hmans have had much to do with the 
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Sadgop is irresistible. In no other way can the large mixture oi 
Aryan blood as shown by the occurrence among the Sadgop 
of so many individuals with the large bones, fine frames, acquiline 
features and carriage of the Brahmans, be acoounted for. The 
only Aryans in the small locality concerned must have been the 
Br&hmans or the Kayastha. If the latter, we can know from 
other instances that the status of the Sadgop oould not be so 
high as it is. In a country like Gopbhum, the largest class of 
servants and attendants on the conquering Brfthmans must have 
been oowherds and milkmen. Tho conjeoture that the Sadgop 
have sprung from the Br&hmans and the earlier goal&s would 
account for all the peculiarities to be notioed among them— 
their Aryan blood and their h'gh sooial position, their position 
in Gopbhum as a dynasty, and their name. Their repudiation 
of all connection with the modern goald would be further 
acoounted for by the very humble or degraded position of the 
latter. The Sadgop do not claim to repiesent even the legendary 
Gops and ^opis. Whether their genesis was actually m 
Gopbhum or Gopbhum took its name from them, is immateiial. 

One ourions custom of the caste may be noticed. Sadgops 
will not eat pumpkin (lau) and dal in the month of Asarh, and 
by way of accouuting for this piohihition tell the absurd story 
that they are descended from one Kalu Ghodi, who, being 
appointed bv one of the gods to Look after his oattle, killed and 
ate the saored animals. Oddly enough, instead of being punished 
for his sacrilege, his desopndants, who tbenoeforth applied them- 
selves to cultivation, were permitted to rank above the children 
of the other brother, Muf&ri Ghosh, who faithfully discharged 
his trust. 

The Ajuri caste is peculiar to this district, and its ohief 
settlement is the old deltaio soil between the great line of 
marshes to the west of the Bh&girathi and the present 
boundary of Gopbhum, in which the Sadgops axe still the most 
prominent caste. The tract is now the pargana Azmatash&hi, a 
name which indicates that it was formed by the Mughals, and 
the prevalence of the Aguris in it points to its having formed part 
of the kingdom to Gopbhum. As usual, the unmixed section 
of the race is found clinging to the wild and unoultivated portion 
of its country. For the Aguris, by their own admission, are 
the nroduot of unions between th<* Khetris of the house of 
Burdwan and the Sadgops oi the Gopbhum dynasty, and the 
oaste arose within the last two hundred years, if not within a 
still shorter period. Two hundred years ago was the era of the 
Burdwin Khetris first assuming prominence. Ti ue to the policy of 
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the old Aryan invaders, or mere acquirers of the soldier oaste, they 
began to form ollianoeB with the members of the royal race (it 
matters not whether purely aboriginal or semi or wholly 
Aryan, provided it was royal) with which they oame in contact. 
The Khetris, however, had soarcely risen to the state of R&jSs 
themselves when a combination of oircumstanoes, which at 
this moment are influencing them, induced them to assert their 
exclusive character as an immigrant people from either Oudh or 
the Punjab, and not as settled inhabitants of Bengal. They 
have, throughout the last two hundred years, shown this anxiety 
to keep up by this means their connection with the other 
Khetris who are scattered throughout India. The consequenoe 
was that the Aguri oaste, though esteemed highly respeotable, 
has never attained the full status of the Kshatriya, as it 
would have done, to j'udge from other examples, had its origin 
been less recent. Though its name Aguri is contracted from 
Ugraha-Khetri, or " the fieroe Khetris ” (probably in allusion to 
its semi-barbarous ancestors, the Sadgops of wild Gopbhum*, it is 
a distinctly cultivating oaste. Its members, at least those of one 
section of the caste, wear the sacred thread, and assert their 
superiority over the Sadgops from whom they have in part 
sprang, a pretension which, though scorned by the Sadgops, is 
practioally admitted by other Hindus.* 

The Aguris are popularly believed to be the modern represen- 
tatives of the Ugra or Ugra Kshatiiyas mentioned in Manu: 
“ from a Kshatriya by a Sudra girl is born a creature called an 
Ugra (cruel) which has a nature partaking both of Kshatriya and 
of Sudra and finds its pleasure in savage conduct.” Aooording to 
the same authority, their oooupation is “ catching and killing 
animals that live in holes.” They are distinctly, however, a 
cultivating class: many of them hold estates and tenures of 
various grades, and the bulk of the oaste are fairly prosperous 
cultivators. In 1872 they were almost peouliar to th9 territories 
of the Burdwftn R&j, and it is clear that the Burdwan Khetri 
could have been the only Kshatriya concerned in a development 
whioh appeared in a single estate in Bengal, though the text 
which aocounts for it is over 1,800 years old, and refers to the 
Punj&b. The Burdwfcn Bi&hmans readily found the text when it 
was necessary to assign a particular status to these anew families. 
If popular rumour is to be oredited, the Aguris still “ find their 
pleasure in savage conduct,” for they are said to be extraordinarily 
short-tempered, and the criminal reoords f thedietriotseemto show 
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that in proportion to the number of the caste an unusual number 
of orimes of violence are laid to their charge. 

Fanria. The Bauris are a low aboriginal caste who work aa cultivators, 
agricultural labourers and pdlki bearers. Traoea of totemism still 
survive in tbeir reverence f jr the red-backed heron and the dog, 
and perhaps in their strong objection to touohing horse-dung. 
The heron is looked upon ns the emblem of the tribe, and may 
not be killed or molested on pain of expulsion from the oaste. 
Dogs also are sacred, so much so that a Bauri will on no acoount 
kill a dog or touoh a dead dog’s body, and the water of a tank in 
whioh a dead dog has been drowned cannot be used until an 
entiie rainy season has washed the impurity away. They 
themselves occount for this custom by the ridioulous story that 
they thought it necessary that th*ir caste should have some 
animal which should be as sacred to them as the cow » to the 
Br&bman, and they selected the dog as it was a useful animal 
when alive and not very nice to eat when dead I 

Bauris admit into their caste members of any oaste higher 
than themselveB in social standing. No regular ceremony is 
appointed for such occasions : the ntw member merely pays to the 
caste punchayat a sum oi money, varying irom Rs. 10 to Rs. 16 to 
be spent on a feast, at which, for the first time, he openly eats with 
his adopted oaste brethren . The origin of this singular practioe 
is perhaps to be sought in the lax views of the Bauris on the subjeot 
of sexual morality. In other castes a woman who has an intrigue 
with an outsider is punished by expulsion from the caste; but 
Bauris not only allow their women to live openly with men of other 
castes, but receive those meu in their own community when, aa 
frequently happens, they are outcasted by their own people for 
eating rice cooked by their mistresses. Divoroe is easily 
obtained, and divorced wives may alwajs marry again. 

The Bauris are addioted to strong drink, and, with few 
exceptions, are indifferent to the nioe scruples regarding food whioh 
have so important a bearing on the status of tbe average Hindus; 
for they eat beef, pork, fowls, all kinds of fish, and rats. 
Nevertheless they pride themselves on not eating snakes and 
lizards; end it may be that this is connected in some way with the 
worship of the snake-goddess Manas&, who is supposed to preserve 
her worshippers from snake-bite. 

BagdU. The B&gdis are a oaste of non- Aryan origin, who aooonnt for 
their genesis by a number of legends. One of these is to the 
effect that they originally came from Gooch Behar and were the 
offspring of Siva and Pftrvatl. B&gdis practise both infant and 
adult marriage indifferently. In tbe case of girls who mo not 
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married in infanoy, sexual license before marriage is virtually 
tolerated, it being understood that if a girl becomes pregnant, Bhe 
will find some one to marry her. Like the Bauris, the Bftgdis 
admit members of any higher oaste into their oirole, and the 
process of initiation is like that already desoiibed in the case oi 
the Bauri*, exoept that a man admitted into the Dulia sub-caste 
has to take the palanquin or dull ou his shoulder as a sign of his 
acceptance of their hei editary occupation. Most of the Bftgdis 
are to some extent engaged in agriculture, usually as korfdor 
under-roiyats, and comparatively few have attained the more 
respectable position of occupancy tenants. Large numbers work 
as landless day labourers, paid in cash or kiud, or as nomad io 
cultivators, tilling other men’s lands on the bhdy-jot system, under 
which they are remunerated by a *ffiare of the pioduce. Their 
social rank is very low, and they a^e usually classed with Bauris 
and Bhui>as as dwellers on the outskirts ot Hinduism. Some 
Bftgdis eat beof and poik, and most indulge freely in flesh of 
other kinds, and me greatly addicted to drink. Tentulia Bftgdis, 
however, will not eat beef, and many members of this sub-caste 
have beoome Vnishnftvas and abstain from all sorts of flesh. A 
very full account of both Bftgdis and Bauris may be found in the 
Gazetteer of the Bftnkura district. 

A hundred years ago the undulating rooky country to the SociAL 
west wdB a vast wilderness, spaisely inhabited by savjge and con D i- 
aboriginal tribes, whose oonstant inroads upon the settled country TI0XB * 
to the east were with difficulty kept in cheok by linos of forts 
along the A jay and Damodar riveis. This country is now one 
of the busiest industiial tracts in India. The discovery of coal 
and iron, and the consequent rapid development of the factories 
at Rftnlganj, Baiakar, Andftl and Durgapur, and of the great 
railway oentre at Asansol havu called into existence an entirely 
new set of conditions, and I he interdependence between capital and 
labour is here as fully established as in any of the manufacturing 
or mining oentres of Europe. The largest land owner in the 
Asansol subdivision at present is the Bengal Coal Company, and 
the great mass of the population depend for their livelihood on 
the collieries and factories which are dotted over the country. 

Jn the eastern or deltaio portion of the distriot sooia) condi- 
tions have'altered little of recent years. The railway has replaced 
the rivers as the great thoroughfare for trade, and the prosperity 
of such towns as K&twa and Kftlna, which were formerly regarded 
as the ports of the distriot, has declined greatly in oousequenoe. 

The population is still almost entirely agricultural. The distriot 
has always been regarded as one of the most fertile and 
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prosperous in Bengal, and, although it suffered severely from the 
terrible epidemic of fever between 1863 and 1873 and the famine 
of 1866, the recovery has been rapid and complete. The wealth 
of the district oentres in the Mah&raja of Burdwftn, who is the 
proprietor of the greater portion of the land and who also owns 
extensive estates in other parts of Bengal. There are no other 
great land-owners, and the under-tenure-holders suoh as patnXddn 
and darpatnid&n , who hold their lands under a perpetual lease 
and without liability to enhancement of rent, are as a rule far 
wealthier than the superior landlords. 

An excellent description of a typioal Burdw&n village may be 
found in “ Bengal Peasant Life ”• by the Revd. Lai Behari Day, 

“ Kanchanpur is a large and prosperous village. There is a 
considerable Brahman population, the great majority of whom 
are of the Srotriya order. The Kayasthas, or the writer oaste, are 
comparatively few in number. Ugra-Kshatriyas, or Aguris, as 
they are called in common parlanoe, who are all engaged in 
agricultural pursuits, though less numerous than the Sadgopas, 
are an influential class in the village; while there is the usual 
complement of the medical caste, of blacksmiths, barbers, 
weavers, spice-sellers, oilmen, bagdis, domes, hadis and the rest. 

“ Kanchanpur, like most villnges in Bengal, has four divisions 
agreeably to the four cardinal points of the compass — -the northern, 
the southern, the eastern and tbe western. The village lies 
north and south, and the northern and southern divisions are 
muoh larger than the eastern and western. A large street runs 
north and south, straight as the orow flies, on whioh abut smaller 
streets and lanes from the eastern and western divisions. The 
bulk of the houses are mud cottages thatched with the straw of 
paddy, though there is a considerable number of brick houses, 
owned, for the most part, by the Kayasthas and the banker oaste. 
The principal street is lined on both sides by ranges of houses, 
either of brick or of mud, each having a compound, with at least 
a tree or two, such as the plum, mango, guava, lime or papaya, 
and the invariable plantain. Outside the village, the main street 
is extended nearly a quarter of a mile at eaoh end, with rows on 
either side of the magnificent asvatha , the ficua reltgiota of 
botanists. In the centre of the village are two temples of diva, 

- facing each other ; one of them has a large colonnaue, or rather 
r * 7 &tyle, as there are no less than four rows of oolumns ; and 
their -ntervening space between tbe two temples is planted with thr~ 
effect tifl. There are other temples of Siva in other parts of the 

oflsprin- . 

fid alt ' # Macmillan & Co., London, 1902. 



THE PEOPLE. 


W 

village, but there is nothing about them worthy of remark. In 
the central part of each of the four divisions of the village there 
is a vakula tree, the foot of which is built round with solid 
masonry, raised three or four feet above the ground, in the form 
of a oirole, in the centre of which stands the graoeful trunk. As 
the diameter of this oirole is seldom less than twelve feet, a good 
number of people can easily sit on it, and you meet there, of an 
afternoon, the gentry of the village, squatting on mats or 
oarpets, engaged in disoussing village politics, or in playing at 
cards, dice or the royal game of ohess. 

There are not more than half-a-dozen shops in the village 
in these are sold rice, salt, mustard-oil, tobacco and other 
necessaries of Bengali life. The villagers, however, are supplied 
with vegetables, clothes, outlery, spices and a thousand knick 
knacks, twice a week, from a hdt , or fair, which is held on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays, on a plain on the south-western side/ 9 
From the same authority is taken the following description 
of the ordinary well-to-do peasant's house : — 

“ You enter Badau’s house with your face to the east, through 
a small door of mango wood on the street, and you go at once 
to the uthdn , or opeu yard, which is indispensable to the house 
of every peasant in the country. On the west side of the yard 
stands the bar a ghar % or the big hut. Its walls, which are of 
mud, are of great thiokness and the thatoh, which is of the straw 
of paddy, is more than a cubit deep. The hut is about sixteen 
cubits long and twelve cubits broad, including tho verandah, which 
faces the yard, and which is supported by props of palmyra. 
It is divided into two oompartments of unequal size, the bigger 
one being Badan’s sleeping-room, and the smaller one being the 
store-room of the family, containing a number of bandit, or 
earthen vessels, filled with provisions. The verandah is the 
parlour or the drawing - room of the family. Their friends and 
acquaintances sit on mats. In Badan’s sleeping-room are kept the 
brass vessels of the house and other valuables. There is no khat 
or bedstead in it, for Badan sleeps on the mud floor, a mat and 
a quilt stuffed with cotton interposing between his body and 
mother earth. There is not much light in the loom, for the 
thatch of the verandah prevents its admission, while there is but 
one small window high up on the wall towaids tha street. I need 
soaroely add that there is no furniture in the room — no table, no 
chairs, no stools, no almirah, no wardrobe, no benohes j there is 
only in one corner a solitary wooden box. 

“ On the south side of the yard is a smaller hut which is used 
as a lumber-room, or rather as a tool-room, for keeping the 
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implements of husbandry. In the verandah of this little hut is 
placed the dhenki, or the rioe-husking pedal. From this oiroums- 
tanoe the little hut is called dhenkiadld (pedal-house), or more 
familiarly dhenakal . 

“ In the south-east corner of the yard is another living hut the 
verandah of whioh serves the purpose of a kitehen. From thiB 
latter oiroumstanoe it is called p'lkadld (cooking-house), but 
Badan and his family always called it by the moie familiar name 
of rannaghar . The only other hut on the premises is the cow- 
house, called gosdld , or more familiarly goal. Seveial large 
earthen tubs, oalled n&nds, which serve the purposes of troughs, are 
put on the floor, half buried in small mounds of eaith, near which 
are stuck in the ground tether-posts of bamboo. In one corner 
is a sort of fire-plooe, where every night a Are, or rather smoke, 
of oow-dung oakes is made, chiefly for the purpose of saving 
the bovine inmates from the bite of mosquitoes and fleas. The 
eastern side of the premises opens on a tank whioh supplies the 
family of Badau, as it does other families in the neighbourhood, 
with water, not, indeed, for drinking, but lor every other purpose ; 
the drinking water being obtained from one of the big tanks 
whioh are situated on the outskirts of the village. 

“ About the middle of the uthan , or yard, aud near the oow- 
house, is the granary of paddy, oalled gola in other parts of the 
country, but in the Burdwan district invariably called mar at . 
It is cylindrical in shape, made entirely of ropes ot twisted straw, 
with a oircular thatoh on the top. It oonlains a quantity of 
paddy sufficient for the consumption of the family from one 
harvest to another. Not; far from the gianary is the ^ alui 9 or 
straw staok, which is an immense pile of paddy-straw kept in the 
open air, to serve as fodder for cows and o:* en for a whole year. 

“ Behind the kitohen, and near the tank, is the sarkuda, or the 
dust-heap of the family, which is a large hole, not very deep, 
into which the sweepings ot the yard, the ashes of the kitohen, 
the refuse of the cow-house, and all sorts of vegetable matter, are 
thrown. This dust-heap, though somewhat hurtful in a sanitary 
point of view, is essentially neoessary to oar raiyat, as it supplies 
him with manure for his fields.” 

The priuoipal village offioial met with in the district is the 
mdi gumdshta , a revenue offioer appointed by the zamind&r to 
oolleot rents and grant reoeipts. Qe is usually paid by a money 
salary and is sometimes assisted by a faujd&ri gumdahta whose 
duty it is to look after any ease in whioh the landlord’s interests 
are involved. The tnandal, sometimes „oalled mukhya , is the 
hereditary headman of the village. Formerly the mandai was 
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a person of great importance, and in old Sanskrit writings he is 
spoken of as the village king, but the respect now shown to him 
is a mere shadow of what it formerly was. His authority, how- 
ever, is still recognized by offerings cf betel and sweetmeats at 
puj&s, and by the present of a piece of cloth from the zamind&r at 
the puntja , or first rent-day of the year. Petty local disputes are 
deoided by the mandat, and intercourse with the police is carried 
on through him. He may belong to any caste ; and he is often 
a very illiterate man. In some large villages there exist chaudhrtes 
whose business is to deoide questions of prioe-ourrents, fix rates 
for eart-hire, etc , in return for which they roceive an allowance 
from the shopkeepers ; formerly both mandat* and chaudhiiea 
received fees from the zaraindar. 

Under the old municipal system of the Hindus a large number 
of watchmen were employed by each village for the proteotion of 
the persons and properly of the community. Village snndnddr* 
and hahhands wire charged with the protection of the village 
crops and boundaries ; phandarn and piydddi, with the watch and 
guard of roads; ghatwdi* , with the oare of 1 oads and passes m 
the hills. All these officials wtre remunerated by giants of 
rent-free lands. Ihese lands have now been resumed and the 
village watch has been transformed into a subordinate rural 
polioe. 

The other conspicuous personages in village life are : The 
purohtt, or piiost, who is usually paid by gifts of money, called 
aakshina , for e&oh oeremony performed by him, and also by a 
portion of the offerings made to the idols; the acharjya , or 
fortune-teller, who prepares horoscopes, and predicts the destiny 
of infants according to the planets under whose influence they 
were born; the nap\t, or barber, who also performs certain 
ceremonies at biitbs, marriages, etc., and the mahdjan , or village 
usurer and grain merohant. The kamdr , or blacksmith ; the 
ohhut&r 9 or carpenter ; and the mdU 9 or gardener, who prepares 
garlands for festivals, are all generally paid m money by the job, 
according to the services rendered by them. The dhobi , or village 
washerman, is remunerated either in money or in kind. All 
these persons, however, who in the old Hindu village had lands 
assigned for their maintenance by the community , # oeased to exist 
as village olhoials long ago, and are now merely artisans or 
servants, oarrying on their caste occupations and remunerated by 
those who employ them. 

The ordinary food of all Glasses of the people consists prinoi- Food, 
pally of rioe, pulses (d&J), fish, milk and vegetables, and the 
general practice is to taka two meals— one iu the day between 
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10 a.m. and 12 noon aod the other at night between 8 and 9 p.m. 
Sweetmeats are very largely oonsumed by the higher and middle 
classes, and the oonfeotioners of Burdwan and M&nkur are 
famous for their 4 old \ ‘ khdjd 9 and 4 kadma 9 Among the 
peasantry, however, the only sweetmeat oonsumed, besides 
treaole in its raw unmanufactured state, is 4 mudki,’ parched 
and husked paddy dipped in treaole and on high days and 
holidays ‘pdtali \ 

The ordinary olothing of a gentleman appearing at a sooial 
gathering in the cold weather oonsists of a dhuti, or waistoloth of 
cotton, a shirt and coat, a shawl and a pair of stookings and 
shoes. In other seasons of the year a dhuti, shirt or coat, a 
chadar and shoes are worn. When appearing at offioe, the 
olothing oonsists of pantaloons, a shirt, a chapkdn , a chadar , and 
a pair of stockings and shoes; persons of somewhat higher 
position use chogtis, or loose overcoats, instead of chddars. The 
ordinary olothing of a man of the middle olasses oonsists of a 
dhuti , chadar and a pair of Bhoes or slippers ; shirts and ooats 
are also occasionally used. A oultivator wears merely a coarse 
dhuti and a scarf ( gdmchd ) thrown over the shoulders or wrapped 
around the waist. Men of the lower olasses have a coarse dhuti 
only. In the oold weather shawls and various wrappers are 
used, suoh as the banat 8 made of serge or broadcloth, the 
dhusa and bdldpoch made of ootton and cloth, the garbhasuti 
woven with tasar and ootton thread, and the gildp or pdchhuri , 
whioh is a double chadar made of coarse doth. The dress 
of the women generally oonsists of a sdri only, but in rioh 
families the use of bodioes and wrappers in the winter has been 
introduced. As a rule, females, with the exception of prosti- 
tutes, do not use shoes, shawls, or other garments used by the 
males. 

The amusements of the people consist chiefly of the jdtra , a 
theatrical entertainment given in the open air, baithaki songs, 
i.e.j songs in the baithak or general sitting room, and danoing. 
In all of these both vooal and instrumental musio is employed. 
Men of all classes attend jdtra *, but the mass of the people 
amuse themselves with Eamankman , in whioh they sing and 
dance in the name of Hari (God). Sometimes Harisanklrtan 
oontinues without intermission for several days and nights, and 
is oalled, according to its duration, ahordtra (one day and night), 
ckabbUprahar (three days and night*), panchar dtra (five days and 
nights) and nabardtra (nine days and nights). The people of the 
Jidrh desk are famous jdtra performers, and almost jevery village 
has its theatrical society. 
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The population is a mixed one, including pure Hindu oastes givibal 
of Aryan desoent, semi-aboriginals reoently admitted in the pale 
of Hinduism, .nd pure aboriginal tribes. The following acoount 
of the general oouditions prevailing is quoted from an artide 
by Mr. E. 0. Dutt “ The Aboriginal Element in the Population 
of Bengal ” {Calcutta Review, 1882) whioh is especially appli- 
cable to Burdw&n : — “ Living in the same distriot, and often in 
the same village, the Hindu and the semi-Hinduized aboriginal 
nevertheless present differences in their habits and ways of living 
whioh oannot but strike even the most oareless observer. 

Belief in a highly developed religion an • an elaborate super- 
stition has made the Hindu even of the lower oastes timid and 
contemplative ; a higher civilization has made him calculating, 
thoughtful and frugal, and a long training in the arts of peace 
has made him regular m his habits, industrious in his toil, 
peaceful in his disposition. The semi-aboriginal, on the other 
hand, presents us with a striking oontrast in chaiacter in all these 
respeots. He is of an excitable disposition and seeks for strong 
exoitement and pleasures ; he is inoapable of forethought, and 
consumes his earnings without a thought for the future ; he is 
inoapable of sustained toil, and, therefore, oftener works as a field 
labourer than as a oultivator. Simple, merry in his disposition, 
exoitable by nature, without forethought or frugality, and given 
to drunkenness, the semi-aboriginal of Bengal brings to his 
oivilised home many of the virtues and vioes of the savage 
aboiiginal life whioh his forefathers lived. In every village where 
semi-aboriginals live, a separate portion of the village is reserved 
for them, and the most oareless observer will be stiuok with the 
difference between neatness and tidiness, the well-swept, well- 
washed and well-thatched huts of the Hindu neighbourhood, and 
the miserable, dirty, ill-thutohed huts of the Bauri Para, or the 
Hftri Pdrd. If a oow or a pig dies in the village, it is ilayed, and 
the meat oarried home by the Muohis or Bauiis, while the Hiudus 
tarn aside their face and stop their nose in disgust when passing 
near suoh soenes. If there is an outstill in the village, it is in 
the Bfigdi Pdrd or in the Bauri Pdrd ; it is thronged by people of 
these oastes, who spend their miserable earnings here, regardless 
of their ill-thatohed huts and their ill-fed children. # 

“ The mass of the Hindu population are dead against drink 
and drunkenness; their thrift and habitual forethought, their 
naturally sober and oontempl&tive turn of mind, as well as their 
religions feelings, keep them quite safe from contracting intem- 
perate habits. A few educated young men and a larger number 
of the upper classes may be addioted to drink, but the mass of 
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working classes, the frugal and calculating shop-keeper, the 
patient and hard-working Sadgop or Goal*, the humble and 
laborious Kaibartta, all keep away from drink. The boisterous 
merriment that is caused by drunkenness is foreign to their quiet, 
sober nature, and if a very few of them drink, they drink 
quietly at home before they retire at night. Far different is 
the case with the semi-Iiiuduizod aborigines. Barbarians hanker 
after strong excitements and boisterous joys, and nowhere is 
drunkenness so universal as among barbarians. The Bauris, the 
B&gdis, the MucLis have enough of their old nature in them to 
feel a craving for drink, and the outstill system with the cheapen- 
ing of spirits has been a boon to them. When spirit was dear, 
they made themselves merry over their pachwdi ; and now that 
spirit is cheaper, they take to it naturally in preferenoe to pachwdi • 
Of the numerous outstills and pachwdi shops in Burdw&n and 
B&nkurS. that we have visited, we have not seen one which did 
not mainly depend for its revenue on semi -aboriginal consumers. 
We never saw one single Hindu among the orowds of people 
assembled in liquor or pachwdi shops ; when the Hindu does 
drink, he sends for the drink and consumes it at home. 

“ The distinotion between the Hindus and the semi-Hinduized 
aborigines is no less maiked in the position of their women, 
nowhere, except in towns, are Hindu women kept in that absolute 
seolusion which Musalman women delight in. In villages the 
wiveB and daughters of the most respentable and high oaste 
Hindus walk with perfeot freedom from house to house, or to tne 
tank or river-side for their ablutions. Respectable women go 
veiled, while those of the lower olasses go without veil, or only 
half veiled. No respectable womua will speak to, or can be 
aooosted by a stanger, while even among the lower class Hindu 
women, except when verging on old age, few will often speak 
to strangers. Those restrictions entirely disappear in the case of 
the semi-Hinduized aborigines. Their women have the perfeot 
freedom of women in Europe. Young wives, as well as elderly 
widows walk without the apology of a veil through the streets 
or the village baz&r : they will talk to any one when necessary ; 
and being naturally of merry, lively dispositions, they ohat and 
laugh gaily as they pass through the most orowded streets. The 
young Tftnti or Ghhutftr woman, the Kumh&r or the K&m&r’s wife, 
will oiteu stand aside when a stranger is passing by the same road, 
but oustom imposes no suoh rule of modesty on the women of the 
Bauris. But, if the semi-aboriginal women enjoy the perfeot 
freedom of European women, they have often to pay dear for 
their liberty. Household work is the lot of Hindu women, but the 
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semi-aboriginal women most do out-door work also. Wives as 
well as widows, mothers and daughters, are all expeoted to work in 
the field, or at the village tank or road, and so eke out the miserable 
incomes of their husbands, sons or fathers. When a road is 
oonBtruoted by Government, or a tank exoavated by a village 
%atn\ndar , Bauri men and women work together, the men using 
the spades and the women carrying tlie earth in baskets. Wives 
often carry things for sale to the village market, while husbands 
work in the fields. For the rest, the lot of these semi-aboriginal 
women is not a hard one, to judge from their healthy appearance 
and their merry faces, but when the husbands get drunk, as they 
do as often as they can, the wives, we fancj', have a bad time of 
it, and wife-beating is very muoh worse among the semi-abori- 
ginal castes than among Hindus. 

“ In their sooial and religious ceremonies the semi- Hind uieed 
aborigines are every day being diawn closer to Hinduism. The 
more respectable and advanced among them may indeed Le said 
to have adopted Hinduism in all its main features, while even 
the most backward castes have adopted some Hindu oubtoms.” 
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PUBLIC HEALTH. 

Clixati. The conditions whioh prevail in the eastern and western 
halves of the distriot differ completely. The western half beyond 
Galsi where the land begins to rise is very dry, and the soil 
whioh is here oomposed of laterite is dry and porous. This half 
of the district therefore* suffers little from malarial fever. But 
in the eastern half, which is a part of the great Gangelio delta, 
and whioh lies only a few feet above sea-level, malarial fever is 
very prevalent especially on the banks of the great rivers suoh 
as the Damodar, the Ajay, the Kliori and the Bhagirathi. Floods 
are common in these rivers during the rainy season, and the flood 
water backing up the numerous oreeks and drainage ohannels 
overflows the surrounding country and renders large traots water- 
logged and unhealthy. The thanas most liable to flood are 
Manteswar, Satgaohia, Purbashthali, and Raina, whioh lies to 
the south of the Damodar. The land here is low-lying and 
badly drained, and such drainage as there is, is muoh obstructed 
by the dams or weirs obstructed across the rivers and drainage 
ohannels in the interior for purposes of irrigation. 

Any exoesB of rainfall is sufficient to flood the smaller rivers 
whoso ohannels are too small and have too slight a slope to carry 
off muoh water. But suoh floods are sometimes benefioial. In 
August 1909, when 13 inohes of rain fell in 36 hours, the B&nk& 
overflowed its banks and flooded the surrounding oountry. The 
flood water, which was held up by the Grand Trunk Road on the 
west and the Katwa Road on the east, took several days to flow 
off, and a great part of the town of Burdwan itself wa9 under 
water for several days. The vital statistics, however, show that 
this flood, serious and extensive as it was, had no injurious effeot 
on the health of the oity, and 1909 wa3 one of the most healthy 
years Burdwan has ever experienoed. The explanation is that the 
excessive rainfall scoured out the insanitary tanks, whioh abound 
in the town, and drowned the mosquito larvae. The following 
meteorologioal statistics for Burdw&n town will give a fair idea 
of the olimate in the eastern portion of the distriot. 
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The average rainfall (1861*1909) is 59*31 inches, but in 
1909 the rainfall was 79*85 inohes whiob was distributed as 
follows 


January 


• • e 

Inohes. 

006 

February ... 


• • • 

009 

Maroh 



Nil 

April 


see 

9-92 

May 


■ • • 

6*60 

June 



10-63 

July 


• •• 

6*20 

August 


see 

33-98 

September ... 


Ml 

9-89 

October 


• # a 

1-73 

November ... 


Mi 

0-07 

December ... 


• • • 

0-68 


Total 


79-85 


The mean annual temperature is 79*9. And in 1909 the 
following temperatures were reoorded in Burdwan : — 



Mean of 
Maximum 

Mean of 
Minimum. 

Mean daily 
rauge. 

Mean. 

January 

82-1 

57-4 

24 7 

69-8 

February 

85-5 

59 3 

26-2 

72-4 

March 

99-0 

67*8 

31-2 

83*4 

April 

93-7 

73 0 

20*7 

83*4 

May 

97-7 

79*9 

19-8 

87*8 

lune 

90 6 

79-0 

11*6 

84-8 

July 

89-6 

79-0 

I 10-6 

84 3 

August 

88 5 

79-9 

10 6 

83-2 

September 

89 3 

78-9 

10 9 

84*4 

October 

88 8 

1 74-7 

14-1 

818 

November 

85 8 

1 65 7 

201 

75-8 

December 

78-5 

j 57-7 

20*8 

m 

68-1 

Mean of year - j 

89*1 j 

I 

70 7 

18-4 

79-9 


Amaximum temperature of 106*4 was recorded on the 11th 
May 1909, and a minimum temperature of 49*8 on the 3rd 
Febiuary of that year. 
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The duty of 'reporting deaths was imposed on the village 
ohaukidars in 1869, and in 1^76 they were ordered to report 
births as well. The system proved a failure as the returns 
obtained were so incomplete and inaoourate as to be practically 
useless, and, exoept in towns, deaths alone were reported until 
1892, when the present system of collecting vital statistics was 
introduced. Under the present orders deaths and births are 
reported by the ohaukidars to the polioe on chaukidari parade 
days, and the polioe submit monthly returns to the Oivil Surgeon 
who consolidates the statistics for the whole distriot. As in 
every other district where this system is in vogue, little or no 
reliance oan be put on the statistics as regards the oause of death. 
The ohaukidars are mostly illiterate and uneducated, and they can 
hardly be expected to possess the amount of medioul knowledge 
required to distinguish one disease from another. To them fever 
is a comprehensive term, and is made to inolude praotioally 
everything with febrile symptoms, from malaria or typhoid to 
pneumonia. Experiments wore reoently made in selected oiroles 
in the Burdw&n distriot under the supervision of the Sanitary 
Commissioner to the Government of India in order to cheok the 
acouraoy of the ohaukidars’ reports. In the Galsi th&na 618 births 
and 919 deaths during six months as reported by ohaukidars were 
inquired into by Assistant Surgeons, who visited the houses where 
these were reported to have taken plaoe immediately on the 
reports being received at the thanas. Out of these 919 deaths it 
was found that 508 oases were wrongly diagnosed, *.e., 55 3 per 
oent. In another experiment 2,616 deaths were recorded in the 
thftna registers out of which 1,056 cases were wrongly reported. 
In spite of this defect, however, the vital statistics may be regarded 
as sufficiently aocurate for the purpose of calculating the growth 
of the population. 

Bofore 1862 the distriot was noted for its healthiness, 
and the town of Burdwan particularly was regarded as a 
sanitarium. In faot it was oustomary for persons suffering 
from chronio malarial fever to come to Burdwan where cures from 
the disease were common. But in 1862 the terrible epidemio 
fever, whioh for several years had ravaged the neighbouring 
districts of JeBsore, Nadia and Hooghly, crossed the border of 
Burdwan appearing first in the Kalna subdivision. Thence it 
8} read gradually but steadily over the district, following the main 
lines of oommunioation, until it was fairly established in all the 
eastern th&naa. The towns of Burdwan, K&twa and Kfilna 
suffered severely, and throughout the district the mortality was 
enormous. Dr. Fredoh, who made a special enquiry into the 
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outbreak, estimated the total mortality at about one-third of the 
population in the traots attaoked by the epidemio. The instances 
given by him show that this was no exaggeration. In 1869 
the population of the town of Burdw&n was estimated at 46,0U0. 
Three years afterwards the population had fallen to 32,687, a 
decrease of over 30 per oent. In seventeen villages of the Katwa 
subdivision, containing an estimated population of 14,982 upon 
the appearauoe of the epidemio, no less than 6,243 persons, or 
41*7 per cent, of the population, died of fever in these disastrous 
years, while the figures for fifty villages in the Katwa subdivision 
showed a similar mortality. Still more significant proof of the 
enormous mortality is to be found in the fact that the population 
was in 1872 not much in excess of the estimate formed by 
Mr. Bayley, nearly sixty years before. In the oensus report 
for 1881 it was estimated that during the twelve years from 
1862-1874 the epidemio had carried oil not less than three- 
quarters of a million of persons. The fever was either 
intermittent or remittont and of a very malignant type, relapses 
being the almost invariable rule when the patient survived the 
attacks. It recurred every autumn and lasted throughout tho 
winter up to tho close of the voar 1875. It is reported that sinoe 
that date no fevor exactly timilur to this fatal type has boon 
known to ooeur. No speeiul causo for the outbreak has ever been 
discovered. By some it was supposed to result from tho iiifcer- 
feienee of the natuial drainage of tho country by river and 
railway embankments, by changos in tho course of the large 
rivers, and by the silting and drying up of the channels of the 
smallor streams. Others regaided the drinking water as the 
cause of tho disease. Neither theory has over been proved. But 
as a rule it was the overcrowded, low- lying, badly drained, filthy 
village that suffered most severely, while the villages situated on 
higher ground with good natural drainage and soanty population 
escaped. Relief was given by Government on a .large scale and 
uo expense was spared in order to check the ravages of the 
epidemio as far as possible In spite of all efforts, however, it 
spread slowly aoross the distriot, travelling always westwards, 
until on reaching the later ite soil of the Asansol uplands it was 
finally checked and eventually died out altogether. On the 3 1st 
March 1876 Government operations for the relief of the fever 
were brought to a olose, as the improved health of the distriot no 
longer required such measures. Between August 1871 and that 
date nearly four million persons were treated in the looal 
dispensaries: the expenditure of quinine alone amounted to 
3,212 lbs. valued at Ks. 16,246 ; and the total oost of Europoan 
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medicines during the four and a half years was Rs. 2,45,071. 
The expenditure ou aooount of the extra establishment of medioal 
offioers during the same period was Rs. 2,82,559. Thus the, 
total public expenditure on fever relief _ amounted to nearly 
5} lakhs of rupees. The after-effects of the epidemio 
oontinued to be felt for two deoades after the real Burdwfin 
fever had disappeared. The census of 1881 showed that the 
population was decreasing, and during the next ten years it 
remained practically stationary. The district has sinoe made 
a rapid reoovery, and in 1901 tho population exoeeded by some 
30,000 persons the number returned in 1872 If, however, the 
vital statistics for the past ten years are to be trusted, they seem 
to show that at present the population is not increasing, the average 
birth-rate for the last ten years being only 3215 as oompared with 
a death-rate of 34*15. During these years the highest birth-rate 
recorded was 37*63 in 1904, and the highest death-rate 44*62 in 
1908. In 1909 the birth- and death-rates were 31*89 and 25*94, 
respectively. 

Pbin- The following aooount oi the diseases prevalent in the distriot 

Dihasss. has been contributed by Captain N W. Maokworth, i.m.s., the 
Civil Surgeon. There are so many varieties of fever prevalent in 
Feven. the distriot, and the knowledge of their nature is often so partial 
that the classification attempted below oannot pretend to be either 
oomplete or altogether scientific : — 

1. Intermittent fever — 

(a) quotidian; I (< e ) quartan; 

(i b ) tertian; | (d) double quotidian. 

2. Remittent fever — 

(a) bilious remittent; | ( b ) typho-malarial. 

3. Pernioious malarial fever. 

4. Unclassified fever. 

5. Pernicious oaoheotic fever. 

6. Typhoid fever. 

7. Kala azar. 

Intermittent fever is the prevailing disease. It is very 
1 generally assooiated with the enlargement of the spleen, and 

not infrequently with that of the liver also. The tertian 
variety is many times less oommon than the quotidian, while the 
double quotidian and quartan types are rare. The double 
quotidian variety may ooour where quinine has failed to eradioate 
the poison in a patient who has suffered from remittent fever 
whioh afterwards becomes intermittent. 

Bilious remittent fever is a true malarial fever, and is assooiated 
with gastro-hepatio oomplications, with slight jaundioe, and 
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enlargement of tbe spleen. If unoheoked before the olose of the 
second week, typhoid symptoms appear, and death may result. 
Typho-malarial fever is due to the oombined aotion of malaria 
and some septio poison. There is tenderness in the right iliao 
fossa, but no eruption ; both liver and spleen undergo enlarge- 
ment, and jaundioe is of frequent oocurrenoe ; the motions are 
dark and offensive. During the second week typhoid symptoms 
may appear, with dry furred tongue frequent, fluttering pulse, 
and delirium. Improvement may set in after the fourteenth day, 
or death from ooma may take plaoe. This fever as a rule yields 
to quinine. Pernioious malarial fever is a malignant and 
destructive fever oharaoterized by dangerous local misohief in 
important organs. It may be intermittent or remittent. 
It may assume a oomatose, delirious, or algid form, and 
terminate fatally in from one to three days. Quinine is less 
efficacious here. In addition to the above types of malarial fever 
may be added a choleraic variety of the disease which may very 
readily be mistaken for Asiatic cholera, since the fever is accom- 
panied by watery stools, but these are not altogether devoid of 
bile. Several of these oases occurred in Burdwan in September 
of 1909 when there was no cholera about. The infeotion was 
oonfirmed microscopically. Unclassified fever is a fever attended 
with slight evening rise of temperature, general uneasiness and 
a burning sensation in the eyes, palms of the hands and soles of 
the feet. It does not yield to quinine. Pernioious cache otio 
fevGr generally assumes an intermittent type, but attacks of a 
remittent type may supervene. It generally terminates fatally 
after a prolonged course, the immediate oause of death being 
anaemia with dropsy and diarrhoea, dysentery or cancrum oris. 
Both liver and spleen are enlarged, but towards the olose of the 
disease the enlargements often tend to disappear. A case of 
this type has been known to last for over a year in which quinine 
had no speoifio aotion, even in very large doses. 

Typhoid fever is not at all an uncommon disease in Burdwan 
muoh more oommon than wes hitherto supposed. Several oases 
were observed throughout their course during 1909 and the 
diagnosis oonfirmed baoteriologically. The disease would seem to 
manifest itself in a more severe form than that seep in England. 
Lysis is muoh delayed. There is more ulceration of the bowel, and 
hemorrhage from the bowel is oommon. A large proportion of tbe 
cases prove fatal. Typhoid is most often confused with malaria 
and dysentery, but very often there is a mixed infeotion of typhoid 
'and malaria present. The munioipal water-supply of the town is 
free from typhoid contamination, but it is not diffioult to trace 

o 
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the source of infeotion. Many of the inhabitants of the city make 
use of the tank water for drinking purposes, aud great numbers 
use the water for washing their teeth and mouthB whilst bathing. 

Two cases of Kala Azar were identified in the Badar hospital re- 
cently, but it was thought inadvisable to continue as spleen punoture 
is not a popular operation. These cases however are not oornmon. 

The season in whioh fevers 
are most prevalent begins after 
the close of the rains and ends 
about the middle of December. 
Quotidian fever oocurs in every 
season ; the tertian variety is most 
generally met with in the spring. 
Remittent fever is most preva- 
lent during and immediately 
after the rains. The marginal 
statement shows the number of 
deaths, and tho death-rate per 
mille, Ir un fevors in the towns 
aud rural areas of Burdwan for 
the past ten yoars. 

Cholera did not prevail in epidemic form in the distriot till 
the year 1900. At present when it occurs, it almost invariably 
does so in epidemio form. Di inking of polluted tank water *s 
the primary cause of choleia. In tho coal-fields in the ABansol 
distriot the coolies are iarely provided with latrines. EKoremen- 
taceous matter becomes’ desalted and gets blown into the 
adjaoent tanks, and thus many bowel-complaints are given origin 
to. The native doctors, who weie during 1909 appointed on 
special cholera duty, advanced the following opinions as to the 
oauses regulating the outbreaks of the disease: “Scarcity of food, 
unsuitability of food such as raw Indian corn oobs, soaroity of 
water. The water-supplies of the villages visited were nearly all 
contaminated. From want of water the people used to wash 
their olothes saturated with urine and stools of oholera patients 
in the last remaining drop of tank water.” 

The total mortality in the distriot from this oause from 1904 


Yeab. 

Numbei 

of 

deaths. 

i Deaths 
per 1,000 
of total 
popula- 
tion 

WOO 

32,073 

23*01 

1901 

33,(jt>2 

21*96 

1902 

28,718 

18*71 

1903 

3*.<«53 

21 LI 

1904 

30,425 

19 85 

1905 

38,847 

25*33 

1906 .. 1 

.i9,U'G 

25 77 

1907 j 

15,815 

29 89 

1908 .. , 

42,8 1G 

27*93 

3909 

28, 10 

lYil 


to 1909 was— 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 


••• 

... 

... 


... 2,560 

... 4,301 

... 2,814 

... 6,933 

... 14,268 
... 1,399 
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A severe epidemio of oholera broke oat in 1907 and oontinued 
till Jane 1908. From July 1907 to Jane 1908 it oarried 
away 16,446 people, or 10*73 per thousand of population. 

The following tb&nas suffered most Mantes war, E&niganj 
Purbaeth&li, E&twa, Asansol, Mangalkot, Eetugr&m, and 8&heb- 
ganj. The high death-rate of 20 per thousand from oholera alone 
took place in Manteswar in 1908. This was said to be due to the 
contamination of the river water by the oholera oorpses whioh 
were thrown into it. The epidemio ceased at the end of June 
1908. 

Prior to the .year 1900 small-pox did not show itself in Smaii»poi 
epidemio form in this district. Sinoe that date, however, it has 
become muoh more prevalent, and generally begins in the month 
of February and continues till July. The average annual 
mortality from small-pox for the past five years is 982 or 0*64 
per thousand of the population. 

Only one or two cases of plague have occurred in this district Plague 
recently. These oases were fur the most part imported from 
Oalcutta. A small epidemio, however, broke out in EL&twa in 
1906 and some 90 deaths ocourred, but there was no reorudes- 
oence in the following year. 

On an average 165 deaths are reported annually as due Snake- 
to the wounds caused by animals. No case of snake-bite was blte * 
treated in the dispensaries of the district during 1909 and 
although a number of Brunton’s permanganate of potash lanoets 
have been distributed, no case in which one of those instruments 
has been used has as yet been reported. Snake-bite cases are for 
tbe most part treated by saahua and quacks who allege that 
they can cure their pntients by certain nostrums; amongst 
other remedies they use small pebbles whioh look like polished 
pieces of larva, whioh have a certain amount of power of 
absorption. 

Amongst the other common diseases which are prevalent may 
be noted the following: — Dysentery and diarrhoea, syphilis, 
gonorrhoea, leprosy and cataraot. 

In the year 1892 the Vaooination department came under the Vaccina- 
oontrol of the Civil Surgeon. Prior to this it was controlled TI0N - 
by the Superintendent of Vaccination, Metropolitan Circle. 
Vaccination is now oarried out by means of the licensed agenoy 
system, 32 licensed vaocinators being generally engaged for 
the rural areas, who work during the vaccination season from 
the 1st October to the 31st March, and are paid two annas 
per head for successful operations. In municipal areas paid 
vaocinators are entertained, two being employed in the 
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Bturdw&n Municipality, one in each of the Asansol, R&nfganj 
and Kfllna Municipalities, and one for the K&twa and Dfiinh&t 
Municipalities. In the municipalities there are fixed stations 
where vaccination is performed free. In Burdw&n town there 
are six such stations, whioh the two vaccinators attend twice 
weekly, and in Asansol there are two stations at whioh the 
vaooiuator is present on alternate days. Yacoinatiou is oompul* 
sory io towns, but not in rural areas. The people in general 
appreciate vanoination, but it is not very popular amongst the 
lower class Muhammadans and Aguris, who strongly object to 
having themselves and their ohildren vaccinated. Only the 
lanoline lymph, whioh is supplied by the Central Animal Vaooin- 
ation Depdt, Calontta, is used in this district * 54,395 
vaocioations are performed annually, of whioh 50,713 are 
primary and 3,698 revaccinations. Each licensed vaccinator 
perforins on an average 1,575 operations, while 711 are performed 
by each paid agent entertained by the municipalities. The 
ratio of successful operations is 97 4 8 per cent., and the rate 
of successful vacoiuations per thousand of the population is 7*26, 
the average cost of eaoh successful case being 11£ pies. The 
degree of protection afforded to infants in the rural areas of 
thisdistriot is 527*12. The above figures are the averages of 
five years from 1904-05 to 1908-09. 

In the towns of BurdwSn, Katwa, Banfganj and D&inh&t 
there are municipal charitable dispensaries. Besides these the 
District Board maintains ten dispensaries. All these are 
under Government supervision but thero are also dispensaiies 
at Kanohannagar aud Chakdighi which are maintained by 
private individuals. Other private dispensaries are the Burdwan 
Raj hospital, the Kaina Raj hospital the hospital maintained 
by the TJuited Free Church of Scotland Medical Mission at 
E&lna, and the Brahmomoye Debi Charitable dispensary at 
Bokra m Raina th&ua. The East Indian Railway Company 
have their own dispensaries at Burdw&n, Asansol, Ondal 
and Sit&rampur. The Dinanath Das Charitable dispensary at 
Kanchannagar was established by Babu Dinanath Das, a medioal 
practitioner aud oontraotor who, by a deed of trust, made over to 
a Managing Committee Government securities of the nominal 
value of Rs. 50,000, bearing interest at 3 i per cent, for the 
maintenance of the institution aud a free Middle English school. 
Tue dispensary and the sohool are situated m a fine building at 
Kanohannagar. In the Burdw&n, Katwa, R&nipanj andChak- 
dighi dispensaries both indoor and outdoor patienta are treated. 
In these four dispensaries there are 32 beds for females and 77 
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for males. Tbe figures in the following table are the averages of 
three years 1907, 1908 and 1909 


No. 

Natiie of the 
dispensary. 

Date of 
establishment. 

Total 

treated. 

Daily 

average. 

Number 

of 

operations. 

1 

BnrdwSn 

1837 

22,814 

182-51 

2,047 

a 

Katw& 

1st February 1860 

5.481 

59 71 

190 

3 

Ranlganj 

1st January 1867 

4,321 

fl»' r m± « 

461 

4 

Dai nil at 

1st June 1802 

5,602 


268 

5 

Purhastliali 

1st August J896 

6.552 


280 

! 6 

Ruling ram 

1st December 1805 

4,895 

KE9 

93 

7 

Mahta 

1st June 1802 ... 

7,8 14 

92-28 

649 

8 

Meral 

1st June 1802 .. 

7,113 

38 38 

242 

9 

Jamna 

1st April 1806 .. 

8,736 

61-66 

154 

10 

Adra 

16th May 1804 

10,729 

133-20 

394 

11 

Khandnghosh 

9th September 1804 

7,170 , 

64 50 

136 

12 

Mangalkot 

11 tli November 1^04 

6,5o2 1 

G4 66 

228 

13 

Ketugruiu 

1st September i860 

7,034 | 

46-88 

291 

14 

AuBgram 

18th September 1805 

6,854 l 

47 65 

126 

15 

Chakdighi 

15th April 1859 ... 

8,335 | 

57 01 

354 

16 

Kancbannagar 

8th July 1906 ... 

4,334 

-iroi 

9 


A new hospital is at present under construction in Burdw&n, 
the foundation stonu of which was laid by Sir Andrew Fraser, 
Lieutenant-Governor ot Bengal, in July 1908. The entire scheme 
is estimated to cost 2 lakhs, of which the Mali era j Arihir&j has 
contributed Us. 80,000 besides giving a site for the building, while 
Government has contributed Rs.-#0,O(j0. During recent yeirs it 
- has bee a the custom of tho District Board to opon tMmporary fever 
dispensaries for a few months in the most fever-stiioken parts of 
the district. During the last two years five such dispensaries were 
opened at Boro Baloon, Bongupalpnr, Nadangh&t, Okarslia and 
Satgaohia. For the relief of thu inhabitants of the eastern border 
of the distriot a temporary floating dispensary was opened last 
year. It remained open from the 13th S^p temper to the 10th 
December 1909. The boat touched at thirteen stations — eleven 
on the Bh&girathi and two on tho Kliari. I he total distance it 
had to traverse was 78 miles of the BhagTrntlii and 18 miles of 
{he Shari river. 

There are two Leper Asylums in the district at R&niganj 
and Asansol. The Leper Asylum at R&niganj tfas founded by y umB * 
Mr. Smith in 1893, and has gradually grown into a large, well- * 
filled and Wdll-org&nized establishment. There are at present 
206 lepers in tho Asylum and 19 untainted children of leper 
parents are in the orphanage. The financial responsibility is borne 
*by the Mission to Lepers in India and the the "Wesleyan 
Mission being responsible only for the management and pastoral 
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owe. A native doctor is employed and there is a well-equipped 
dispensary. Government gives a yearly subsidy, and the Asylum 
is under the Aot and is the Government Aqylum for Burdw&n. 
The Mah&r&ji of Burdw&n and Babu Bhagaba Das Marwari 
have each presented a ward to the Asylum. The aooommodation 
is still deficient and more wards are required. No pressure is 
brought to bear upon the inmates, all of whom were Hindus on 
admission, but most have become Christians, and there is a large 
bhuroh for their use. There is also a small JLieper Asylum 
at Asansol whioh is supported by the Mission to Lepers and 
which is under the management of the Methodist Episoopal 
Mission in that town. 
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CHAPTER V. 

AGRICULTURE. 

The following account of the agrioulture of the distriot is 
condensed from a very oomplete report by Mr. A. C. Sen.* 

For successful cultivation, the most important point is the iuz* 
distribution of rainfall and in Burdwan, as in other distriot s of 
Bengal, the total amount is a secondary consideration. The 
distiibution suitable for paddy — by far the most important 
crop of Bengal — may be gathered from the following rural 
doggerels : — 

1. Yadi baishe aghane, If it rains in Agrahayan, kings 

R&ja namen magane. have to beg. 

2. Yadi barshe pousbe, t&k& If it rains in Pous, even husk 

hay tushe. brings money. 

3. Yadi barshe magher If it rains at the end of Magh, 

sesh, dhanya rajar blessed is the king's virtu- 

punya desh. ous land. 

4. Yadi barshe fagune, If it rains in Falgun, the yield 

china kaon dwigune. of china and kangu is 

doubled. 

6. Chaitre matbamfithar, Slight rains in Chaitra. 

fiaisakhe jhar pathar ; Storms and hail in Baishakh 

are good, 

Jaistye rena uthe, In Jaistja the grass should 

never be allowed to grow ; 

Ashftre barsha ba the ; Aehar should be a month of 

endless rain, 

Karkata chharkata, Frequent showers of Tain are 

required in Sraban ; 

Sinha sukana, Bhadra should be aidry month, 

Kenya kane k&n ; The fields should be brimful 

of water in Aswin ; 

Bin&biy tula barshe, If there be rain without wind 

in Kartik, 

Kothft rskhho dh&n* Where shall I keep the padfy P 
"Calcutta, 1884. (rapriutod 1697). 
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These verses were probably oomposed at a time when some of 
the orops now under cultivation had not been introduced and 
as regards those orops they require recasting. Raiu at the end 
of Magh for instauoe would not be weloomed by the potato grower. 

The great want of the Burdwan district, especially of its 
western and central parts, is a proper supply of water for irriga- 
tion purposes. The rainfall being often deficient in total amount 
or irregular in distribution, artificial irrigation is necessary for 
almost all the important orops except pulses and barley. In fact 
the oultivation of sugarcane, potatoes, onions and other important 
orops oan only be undertaken in places where water is available. 

The importance of irrigation was fully understood in ancient 
times. In no other part of Bengal arc so many tanks to be 
found, but almost without perhaps exception they have been 
long neglected, and are now overgrown with weeds and filled up 
with silt. Wells are not numerous and the oultivators have a 
superstitious dread of irrigating lauds with water raised from them. 

In the hill tracts of the west the praotice of storing up rain- 
water is well understood, and the whole system of oultivation 
there may be said to be dependent upon it. Terrace oultivation, 
wrongly supposed by many to be peouliar to China, is the out- 
come of attempts to store rain-water. The hillsides are converted 
into tiers of rioe fields, often of the smallest size oonoeivable, which 
are embanked along their lower edges. The rain-water in its 
downward courso is thus arrested and, instead of beiug allowed to 
pass down the hillside in a torrent, is made to irrigate the fields 
one after another, eaoh letaining its just share and no more. The 
oultivators along the banks of the smaller streams have also 
discovered that at the Beason when they are apparently quite dry 
all that is necessary is to make holes in the coarse red sands of 
which their beds are formed in order to obtain a good supply of 
pure sweet water. 

The implements used in irrigation are simple and inexpen- 
sive, but fairly efficient. Water is raised from wells by means of 
buokets or earthen pots with a rope whioh is occasionally put 
round a pulley on a wooden bar fixed on supports. For irrigat- 
ing from fields, tanks or shallow depressions a donga is used to 
raise the water. This is a canoe-shaped trough of whioh the 
free end is attached by a rope to a long lever fixed in an npright 
above the irrigation ohannel with a counterpoise. The lever is 
depressed by the labourer and the free end of the trough dipped 
into the water. On its release the lever rises pulling up the 
trough, the oontents of which are poured into the irrigation 
channel. Dongas are now generally made of iron. Water oan 
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bo roised in this way two or three feet, and if a farther lift is 
required, either the basket (sini) whioh is worked by two men ie 
used, or more than one stage is constructed. This adds consider- 
ably to the cost of irrigation. 

The question of improving the oanal system of the district Cmuds. 
was fully disoussed by the Irrigation Commission. There is only 
one protective irrigation work, the Eden Canal, an irrigation 
channel 22 miles iu length from K&nohannagar to Jam&lpur, which 
was constructed in 1681 with the object of flushing the old river 
beds, whose stagnant and insanitary condition was believed to be 
largely responsible for the epidemio of malarial fever. Though 
the oanal was constructed primarily for sanitary purposes it has 
been largely used for irrigation, and in 1904 the Collector reported 
that some 20,000 acres of land were irrigated from it. At 
present about 83 square miles in the Burdwan and Jam&lpur 
th&nas and the Memari outpost are irrigated from this canal and 
its distributaries. The finding of the Irrigation Commission on 
the subject of the Eden canal is as follows: — 

“ That although they were assured in evidence that there was 
a great demand for irrigation on the Eden Canal, there was no 
evidence to show that the irrigators would be willing to pay more 
for the use of the water than they now do, that is 9 about a rupee 
per aore. We are of opinion that the irrigation system of 
the Eden Oanal can never be satisfactory until there is a weir 
across the river at its head sluices. But this o&ual is not 
required for protection against famine, and until tho irrigators 
are ready to pay for the water rate sufficient to ensure a fair 
return on the capital cost we cannot recommend Government to 
incur this outlay.’ 1 The conclusion thus reaohed is that the 
district does not require irrigation works as a protection against 
famine. The oost of the weir across the Damodar, to which the 
Commission referred, is estimated at 8 lakhs of rupees, and as the 
oanal works at an average annual loss of Hs. 10,572 there is no 
inducement to inour this heavy capital outlay. 

Burdw&n is separated from the Gangetic delta by an import- sous, 
ant branch ot the Ganges, and it is probable that at no very 
anoient date the main stream of that river used to pass along its 
eastern boundary. The soil of most parts of the uistriot differs 
considerably from that of central Bengal, both ohemioally and 
physioally, as might be expeoted from the difference in their 
geological origin. The whole of the western and a very large 
area in the eastern portions of the distriot are formed from the 
debris of the hills of Manbhiim, Singhbhum and the Stat&l 
Parganas. In the west in many plaoes the soil is formed 
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directly from the subjaoent rock more or less altered by the action 
of rain-water, atmosphere and other disintegrating agencies. 
The greater portion of the eastern traot consists of materials 
transported by mountain streams having their origin in the hills 
mentioned above and pouring their waters into the Hooghly. 
Soils showing very evident marks of glaoial action are also to be 
met with. The soil is partly a laterite clay, more or less altered, 
and partly a red-coloured ooarse-grained sand, characteristic of the 
eastern ranges of the Vindhya formation, large surfaces composed 
of which are to be found in the beds of the Dwarkeswar, Dftmodar 
and Ajay rivers. 

Faddy and sugarcane are the two characteristic crops of the 
Burdwftn district. These crops grow both in the laterite day 
and the red sand, though a soil formed of a mixture of the two 
is considered the best for sugaroane. The clay is very difficult to 
work, turning into a mass of most tenacious mud in the rainy 
season, and being as hard as stone in the summer. On aooount 
of this difficulty in many plaoes nothing but paddy is grown, 
to which crop this clay is well-suited. After the rains have 
set in and the clay has been softened by deep ploughing, 
the rice seedlings are planted. Sugaroane also grows well on 
this red day which contains the hydrated sesquioxide of iron 
and is rich in phosphorus, the latter mineral being, as agri- 
cultural chemistry tells us, the predominant element in sugaroane. 
This crop, however, requires irrigation in April when water is 
very scarce, and lowly ing land is unsuited on aooount of the 
danger of inundation during the rainy season. It is therefore 
only within limited areas that this important orop can be success- 
fully grown. 

The most praotioal classification of soils is into high land, low 
land and c&drd, or alluvial river land. From the nature of their 
formation, the elevated tracts lie along the river banks and slope 
towards tho interior. Generally speaking they consist of either 
sand or sandy loam, whilst the low grounds are more or less of day. 
As might be expected, the high grounds are mainly oooupied by 
human habitations and form village sites. The high 
remaining for agricultural purposes is that lying around villages, 
and is more or less sandy, and above the ordinary flood level. 
In the rainy season the washings of the villages manure this land 
which fetches the highest rents. It grows a variety of crops. 
In the rainy season it is sown with aua rioe or jute, or if it is safe 
from inundation it may be planted with sugaroane. Vegetables 
may also be grown on it, and it will pay to manure it heavily 
and to oultivate potatoes, sugarcane, onions, plantains and other 
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valuable crops, Unfortunately auoh land forms a very small 
portion of the area under cultivation. 

Greatly the larger part of the oultivated land consists of the 
lowlying tracts separating the village sites from one another. 

This land is mostly day, is submerged during the rainB and 
remains dry only during the few hot months of the year. The 
sole crop this land grows is rioe exoept in very rare oases, when 
near the homesteads a little summer sesamum is sometimes grown. 

The di&r& lands are formed by the deposition of river silt in 
the beds and on the banks of rivers and are most sought after by 
the cultivators. They are renovated every year during the rains 
by a deposition of silt, and require no manures. They are the 
most suitable for winter and spring crops, pulses, wheat, barley, 
oilseeds and vegetables. These also grow the most luxuriant 
indigo, and if any fodder and fuel reserves are to be made these 
are the lands to which attention should be directed. The cultiva- 
tion of didrd lands is the simplest in existence. Tillage operations 
are confined to one or two ploughings, and often the seed is sown 
broadcast on the soft mud left by the receding inundation without 
any previous preparation of the land. 

The following table shows the normal acreage of the orops of Pbikoi. 
the district and their percentage on the normal net cropped area: — chops. 


Name of crop. 

s 

Is 

Percentage on 
normal n< t 
cropped area. 

1 

Name of crop. 

a> 1 

S i 

h 

Percentage on 
noru al net 
cropped area. 

i 

( 

I Wintci uce 

Sugarcane 

87 *.800 
23,800 

81 

2 

Summer rice 

Wheat ... 

Barley 

Gram 

Other rail cereals and 
pulaea. 

Other fair food crops 
Linseed ... 

Rape and mustard 

'hi Irabt) 

Other oilseeds 

Tobacco 

Other rahi non-food crops 

300 

18o0 

7.000 

9.100 

61,‘AJO 

40,000 

22,600 

21,100 

5(0 

1,600 

400 

1,200 

" i 

1 

6 

4 

2 

2 

^ Total aghani crops (a) .. 

| 900,600 

160,000 

3,000 

0,700 

1 a, aoo 

1 10,000 

1 10,500 

| 3,300 

*•3 

Autumn rice 

Maize 

Other bhddot ceren’n and 
pulaea. 

< Other bhddot food crops 
Other bhddoi non-food 
crop*. 

Jute ... 

Ttl ( bhddot ) 

13 

t 

i 1 

It 

A 

Total raM crops (c) 

158,600 

141 


181,700 

17 

Orchards and garden pc- 

5,000 

I 

Total bhddoi crops (6) ... j 



dace (d). 



Total at (a). (A), (o) and (d) 

... 

- ’ 

1,243,000 

115 

l 

Uf duct area oropped more ban once ... 

" 

182,200 

5 

Net am (normal) cropped 



1,081,70 

| 100 
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Ri<*. Rice is by far the most important crop of the district: in 

foot in the alluvial plains to the east little else is grown. All 
the different varieties cultivated may be grouped under three 
primary olasses distinguished from one auoiher by marked 
characteristics — the dm or autumn, the dman or winter and the 
boro or marsh rice. The first is a ooarse grain difficult to digest 
and eaten by the poorer olasses alone. It is grown on high lands, 
and requires much less water than the other two. When sown 
broadcast, as is the general practice, it is a good deal more trouble- 
some to grow than the dman. It also yields a smaller outturn 
and fetches a lower prioe. Rut it supplies the cultivator with food 
and his oattle with fodder at a time of year when both are very 
soaroe. It is reaped early enough to permit of the preparation of 
the land for the spring oereals, pulses, vegetables, potatoes 
and sugarcane. The dman rice includes much the greater number 
of varieties and is grown over a larger area than any other crop. 
It is cultivated on low lands with a clay soil, and requires muoh 
more water than the aus. The finest descriptions of rice belong 
to this class. The boro is a coarse rice, some of the varieties 
being the coarsest known, and is less nutritious than the other 
kinds. It is grown on soft mud on the sides of rivers, canals 
or lakes. Edges of rivers subjected to strong tides are of all 
places the most suited to growing this olass of paddy. 

Almost every considerable village has a variety of its own, 
and every year sees the extinction of some of the old varieties and 
the appearance of some not known before. Rice is perhaps the 
best instance known of the variations whioh plants have under- 
gone under cultivation. 'Originally an aquatic grass, the one 
characteristic whioh it has most persistently retained amidst all 
the changes brought about by differences of climate, soil and 
mode of cultivation is the need of abundant moisture for its pro- 
per growth. According to the popular saying 11 dh&n pdn nitya 
snan 99 — rice and betel should have a bath every day. It is the 
well justified belief of the oultivators that give riee but this one 
thing needful, and it will giow in any soil and under any olimate. 
Indeed, the facility with whioh it adapts itself to different classes 
of soil fiom the Btiffest clay to the lightest of sands, and from the 
peaty to the saline, is wonderful. Compared with the advantages 
of a proper water-supply all other questions regarding its cultiva- 
tion are matters of very minor importance, 
riee. The high lands on whioh dtts rice is grown generally produce 
two crops in the year ; but where irrigation is available three are 
sometimes grown, via., due rioe, potatoes and onions. As soon as it 
baa been gathered the field is prepared for one of the spring 
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crops, generally in this part of the country one of the pulses 
or oilseeds. In didrd lands it is sometimes followed by wheat, 
barley or potatoes. 

Am lands are almost always manured excepting those near 
large rivers, whioh receive a yearly deposit of silt. As the same 
field generally gives two orops in the year the practice is to apply 
as much of the manure as possible before rice is put in, and to let 
the orop following benefit by what is loft after the rice has taken 
its share. This plan is adopted because the direot application of 
manure is not beneficial to such crops as the pulses, potatoes, eto., 
and in some cases it is positively injurious. As soon as the pre- 
vious orop is off the field the land is ploughed twioe, once length- 
wise and onoe across the field. Ploughing does not begin usually 
till the 15th February, uuless the rioe is to be followed by one of 
the spring orops or potatoes. In some plaoes the first ploughing is 
delayed till the 15th April, but good cultivators are well aware of 
the advantages of early and frequent ploughing in the case of up- 
land. The fields are ploughed seven or eight times and by the 
end of April are well dried, and the roots of the weeds and grasses 
are destroyed by the burning heat of summer. 

Implements to drill in the seed are seldom used, and it is 
generally broadcasted. In the oase of rioe, however, the general 
tendency now is to sow in nurseries, and to transplant the 
seedlings when favourable weather occurs. The plants come 
out in four or five days, and when they have grown to a height 
of about nine inches it is well to take advantage of a shower of 
rain and harrow the field. The greater part of the weeds are 
thus removed, but sometimes as many as three weedings are 
needed : and weeding is a most tedious and expensive operation. 

The harvest time for dus rioe extends over the last three weeks 
of September. It is reaped while yet slightly green, for if 
allowed to ripen fully it would shed some of the grain, and the 
straw being brittle would break. It is cut close to the giound 
with a siokle and laid in the field in parallel lines for nearly a 
week. It is afterwards made into sheaves and taken to the 
threshing-floor, or put in heaps of some 100 to 150 sheaves eooh, 
the tops and sides of whioh are carefully smoothed to let rain 
water run off easily wihtout penetrating into them. The outturn 
vfar bigha varies from 4 to 8 maunds of grain and 6 to 8 pom of 
straw. 

Aman rioe is grown on lowlying clayey lands, and it requires Aman 
such a large quantity of water that high lands, unless situated 
very dose to - tanks, oanals or any other reservoirs of water, 
are not suited for its production. Some of the best varieties 
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require a clay soil and about one and a half feet of water 
almost from the time of planting to harvest time. The method 
of oultivation differs aooording to the comparative height 
of the land to be sown, that is, aooording as it is situated 
below the dug land or muoh lower down, remaining under water 
for the greater part of the year. In the first oase the land is 
generally loam and the rice is either sown broadcast or trans- 
planted. In the other oase the soil is almost invariably day, 
and transplanting is the general rule. 

The lowlying day lands suitable for transplanted dman rioe 
receive very little tillage. Some cultivators are of opinion that 
these lands ought not to be ploughed in summer, for this opera* 
tion destroys the grasses on the growth of which the success of 
the orop depends. In April or M ay, after a heavy shower of 
rain, the land may be once ploughed, while the soil still contains 
a large amount of water. This ploughing of the wet land 
instead of destroying the grasses enoourages their growth. At 
the end of June, when the land has been quite saturated by the 
monsoon rains, the low embankments round the field should be 
repaired and water allowed to oolleot within them. The grasses 
are then ploughed into the soil and the seedlings planted. There 
is no doubt some truth in the statement that grasses serve the 
purpose of green manuring ; but this practice oan be oarried 
too for, as is evident from the fact that rioe grown on lands 
whioh have not been early ploughed frequently suffer from the 
disease known to the cultivators as kddamOrd . 

For the nursery a plot of ground is ohosen either in a corner 
of the field itself or in a plaoe where water is easily available. 
It is heavily mannred with well-rotted dang and ashes after 
careful ploughing. For sowing advantage is taken of a slight 
rain, or the moisture necessary for the purpose is obtained by arti- 
ficial irrigation. A maund of seed is sown broadoast on a bigha 
of nursery land. Sometimes a little more. The field must not 
he watered after sowing, for this oauses the soil to sink and oake, 
whioh greatly interferes with the proper germination of the 
seed. The seedlings are ready for transplantation when they 
in about a foot high. After they have been taken oat their 
roots are well washed. They are then made into bundles, eaen 
bundle containing as many plants as oan be grasped with both 
hands and kept floating in water. They may be transplanted 
either on the day they have been removed from the nqrsery or 
the day after, further delay being, aooording to general opinion, 
injurious. But on this point opinions differ. Some think 
that the seedlings should never be planted fresh, ai|d that they 
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can be kept for three or four days without being any the 
worse for it. One bigha of laud will require 60 to 70 
bundles of seedlings, and this is the produoe of about two 
kftthfts of nursery. 

The usual time for transplanting is the end of June and the 
beginning of July, but very much depends in this respeot on the 
period and amount of rainfall. The seedlin gs are planted in the 
soft earth at a distance of nine to fifteen inches apart, four to 
five being placed together. Being a orop of the rainy season 
dman rice does not generally require artificial irrigation, but in 
Ootober and November, just when the plants begin to blossom, it 
is sometimes necessary. Manuring is not much piaofcsed in its 
cultivation, but in some plaoes the more intelligent cultivators use 
20 baskets of oowdung or a maund of oil-oake per bigha just 
before transplanting the seedlings. 

This valuable orop is largely cultivated in the Burdwftn Potato* 
distriot, and the cultivation is yearly increasing. The localities 
generally selected for its cultivation are the old beds of rivers, and 
the orop is grown with great success iu the neighbourhood of 
Chakdighi, Saktigarh, SatgaohiA and Hohar. It is also grown 
largely in the portion of the district which lies to the south 
of the Dftmodar river. The best potato soil is a sandy loam 
having as fine a texture as possible. It must not be saline f 
nor contain too muoh iron. Soils containing kankar or nodules 
of oarbonate of lime are also considered uasuited for potatoes. 

As artificial irrigation is indispensable canals, tanks, marshes 
or Borne other form of reservoir must be close by. Irriga- 
tion from wells is not resorted to, but the praotice of potato- 
growers in the Patna and Sh&h&b&d districts shows that 
where labour is cheap and the water is within a reasonable 
depth this mode of irrigation can be profitably adopted. 
Potatoes are often grown on the same field year after year, 
a newly broken field not giving a good outturn. They are 
generally grown after autumn rice as a seoond orop ; but a field 
which grows only potatoes gives a better and muoh earlier orop 
whioh brings greater profit to the cultivator, although early 
sowing is attended with risk of serious injury from late rain. 

Of the other orops sugarcane, oilseeds and pulses are grown 
everywhere and a small quantity of jute is grown in the th&n&s of 
lyalni MLnil Jam&lpur. Indian- corn is raised on the weetem border. 

No statistics showing the extension of cultivation are available, Bxnv- 
but it is known that large areas have been brought under oulti- 
v&tion within the last half oentury, especially in the western part vm. 
of the distriot, which a hundred years ago was an unpeopled 
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wilderness of adl forest and jangle. There is now little land in 
the district of any agricultural value which is not used for crop. 
Impbovi- Little has been done to improve the methods of cultivation 
methods. an< l» reoent years, to introduce new orops or to improve the 
' fertility of the crops grown. The implements used by the 
ordinary cultivator are simple and inexpensive and yet efficient; 
and it would be hard to find any substitutes that wou’i so well 
suit the conditions of the people and the olimate. Perhaps the 
most important meohanioal advance has been the introduction of 
the Behia sugar mill which has in most plaoes superseded the old 
wooden screw. Iron pans have replaced earthen vessels for 
boiling the sugaroane juice and, as has already been noted, 
irrigation vessels are now often made of iron instead of wood. 
Attempts have from time to time been made to introduce iron 
ploughs, but without much success. 

Manures. Manures are largoly used and their use is well understood. 
In most villages few fields, excepting those grown in rioe, can be 
found which recoive none, while no farmer would dream of 
growing without manure sucli orops as sugarcane, potatoes, 
onions, eto. 

Those generally used are — 

Cowdung, 

Cowdung ashes, 

Oil-cakes, including both castor and mustard cake, 

Hide salt, and 
Tank mud. 

Cowdung is to some extent wasted by being used as fuel, but 
generally no good cultivator would think of doing so. Cowdung 
is considered the manure, and the Bengali term for manure is 
synonymous with it. An idea may be formed of the high 
appreciation in whioh it is held by the popular rural saying u adr 
satya Zflt«A»ji ,, --Cowdung is the real Lakshmi (goddess of fortune). 
Every farmer has his dung heap. For this a piece of low ground 
is selected close to the oowshed, or a hole is made in whioh is 
oolleoted the daily supply of dung, dung ashes, wood ashes, 
waste straw, refuse of vegetables, and in fact everything that 
has the least manurial value. Both castor and mustard oakes 
are now very largely used especially in potato, sugaroane, ginger 
and cabbage fields. The other manure most commonly used is 
the black mud whioh is soraped off the bottom of tanks. To 
obtain the best results it is neoessary to apply it in large 
quantities. 

The rotation of orope is practised, but it oaxmot be said that 
any regular system of rotation is followed. The condition of 
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the field at the time, the state of thh weather, the demand in the 
market and the individual means of the partionlar farmer are 
the considerations that usually determine the partionlar orop. 

The general anatom is to grow rioe after rioe on the lowlying 
lands, and on the higher grounds surrounding the village sites 
to grow autumn rioe in the rainy season and one of the pulses 
as a winter orop. Potatoes, onions, eto., sometimes take the plaoe 
of the pulses. Sugarcane is a speoial orop requiring a full year 
to ripen, and is grown at intervals of three or four years. 

The plough oattle of the district, like those of the rest of Cittls 
Bengal, seem to belong to a speoial breed, perhaps indigenous 
to the Gangetio delta. Generally speaking only as many animals 
are kept as are needed for the cultivation of the land and the 
supply of a few ounoes of milk for family use. All the live- 
stock that an average farmer possesses consist of a pair of 
bullocks and a milking cow and oalf. Sometimes one spare 
bullock is kept, but as often as not the oow and the oalf are 
wanting. The area of land that oan be worked with a pair of 
bnllook8 depends very muoh on the nature of the soil. Where 
rioe is the only orop grown a pair of good animals is considered 
sufficient for 20 to 25 bighas of land. Oattle suffer muoh from 
want of pasturage. In the west the country is hilly and undu- 
lating and mostly devoid of natural vegetation ; the wild grasses 
on the laterite soil are few in number and yield a very Bmall 
amount of fodder. In the eastern portion of the district the 
pressure of the population is such that no land which is in any 
way fit for cultivation oan be spared for pasture or for raising 
any orop specially meant for fodder. The grazing grounds whioh 
were formerly common to the village have been absorbed, and the 
rice straw whioh Is by far the most important, if not the only 
fodder for the oattle, is required for thatohing. Hay-making is 
practically unknown, and the system of grazing followed is most 
wasteful. The grazing grounds, where suoh exist, and the fields 
are never proteoted by fenoes, and the oattle are at liberty to run 
over them at all times without restriction. Grasses thus get no 
ohanoe to grow as the oattle orop them down as soon as they 
appear above ground. 

Annual fairs are held at Agradwlp in the KRtwa subdivision, 
at B&gnap&rft and TJddhanpur in K&ln&, and at Dadia and 
K&nohannagar in Burdw&n. These gatherings, particularly 
those at B&gn&pftrS, whioh is a Yaishnavite plaoe of pilgrimage, 
and Agradwlp where there is a religious festival in April every 
year at whioh* some 10,000 people assemble, are mainly of a 
religious oharaoter, but are also used for trade purposes. 
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The P&Ua farm was started by the Burdw&u B&j in 1886 and 
is situated at P&lla on the bank of the Eden Oanai, about three 
miles south of the Burdw&n Bail way Station. The area is 81 acres 
of whioh 26 are oropped, the remainder being under roads, buildings, 
eto. The station is maintained by the Burdw&n B&j under the 
supervision of the Agricultural Department. The annual expen- 
diture amounts to Bs. 4,600 and the annual inoome now is about 
Bs. 2,000. Under a reoent agreement the Baj deposits annually 
in the Burdw&n Treasury Bs. 2,600 to the oredit of the Deputy 
Director of Agriculture. If in any year the profit on the station 
exoeeds Bs. 2,000 or the total expenditure is less than Bs. 4,600 
the proportionate sale-proceeds will be credited to the B&j. The 
chief crops grown are paddy, jute, potatoes and sugarcane. 

An Agricultural Association has recently been started, the 
members are landholders and pleaders and the proceedings are 
usually conducted in English. The cultivators’ holdings are ge- 
nerally very small, but it is hoped to reach the actual oultivator of 
the soil through the landlord by means of the Association. It has 
already done muoh in the way of seed distribution to cultivators, 
and there is an annual agricultural show in connection with it. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


NATURAL CALAMITIES. 

Thb earthquake of 1897 was felt all over the district, its effects 
being particularly severo ot Ranfganj and Asausol where many 
of the masonry buildings wero damaged. Four lives wore lost in 
tho district, but otherwiso little sorious damago was done. Slight 
earthquake shocks are experienced fairly often, the most reoent 
having ocourred in August 1909. 

The great cyclone of 1874 caused widespread damage in the Cyciohbs. 
district, the vortex passing right over tho town of Burdwan 
itself. The following acoount is condensed from tho Collector’s 
reports. The storm burst upon Burdwan at 8 i». m. on the 15th 
of October 1874 from tho north-east, and towards the morning of 
the 16th tho wind shifted to the east attaining its utmost fury. 

The vortex passed over tho town at 5 a. m. on the morning of the 
16th, and towards 12 o’clock tho storm gradually abated. The 
storm was throughout accompanied by heavy rain, and tho Bank& 
and Bhaglrathi overflowed flooding the surrounding country. The 
area of the greatest destruction was from Panagarh to Memftri. 

Many large trees wore uprooted and others broken. Aocording 
to the polioe reports 99 lives were lost mostly by the fall of 
houses, and in one thana (Bud-bud) 57 cattle and 393 goats and 
sheep wero killed. Five per oont. of the houses in Burdwan 
town were completely destroyed and fifteen per cent, unroofed 
or partially damaged, and the Collector estimated the total num- 
ber of houses destroyed in the district at 21,677. The force of 
the wind was so great that a train on the East Indian Railway 
near Jth&na junction was blown completely over. The lowest 
barometrio reading recorded at Burdwan was 28*44, or reduced 
to sea-level 28*54 at 5-51 a. m., showing a depression of 1*36 
inohes below the normal atmospheric pressure, and the velocity 
of the wind was estimated to be at least 92*5 miles per hour. 

On the whole Burdwgn is less liable to famine than most other Liability 
districts of the Provinoe. The Asansol subdivision depends on p® 
industry for its prosperity i&ther than on agriculture, and it is 
improbable that the failure of the crops here would ever oause 
serious distress. The deltaio portion of the distriot is more liable 

a2 
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to famine, as the people depend almost entirely upon the winter 
rioe orop for their means of subsistence ; and afailure of this arop 
oould not be compensated for by the autumn rioe orop whioh is 
only oultiYated on a comparatively small soale. The means of 
communication, however, are good and amply suffioient to avert 
the extremity of famine from the greater part, of the district, 
though certain traots in the south and north-east, suoh as thfin&s 
Khandaghosh and Raina, and portions of Manteswar are more 
or less isolated. Burdw&n suffered seriously in the great famine 
of 1770 an account of whioh has been given in Chapter II. 
During the past half oentury the district has experienced two 
famines«-m 1866 and 1874. 

Burdw&n was one of the districts of Lower Bengal in whioh the 
famine of 1866 was severely felt, although not to anything like 
the same degree as in the adjoining distriot of Midnapore. The 
early or autumn rioe orop of 1865 was a full one, and the winter 
rioe crop, taken over the whole distriot, probably did not average 
less than two* thirds of a full outturn. By Maroh 1866, however, 
distress began to moke itself felt, and ooarse rioe, whioh formerly 
sold at from Be. 1-4 to Bs. 2 per maund at that time of the 
year was then selling at Bs. 4-8. In June the prioe rose to 
Bs. 5 a maund against Bs. 2-2, the usual rate in that month. In 
the beginning of J uly there was a sudden influx of paupers into 
the town of Burdw&n, prinoi pally from the weaving towns of 
Ohandrakon& in Midnapore (then in Hooghly), and Bishnupur 
in B&nkur&, and from the Blrbhum distriot. The attraction to 
the town was caused by the oustomary distributions of rioe 
made by the ftfah£r&j&, and by the trustees of various religious 
endowments. The Mah&r&j& increased his daily charitable distri- 
butions of rioe, but the increasing number of applicants made 
it impossible for all to gain aooess to the existing relief-houses, 
and it was soon found that ohoritabie subscriptions were unable to 
oope with the inoreasing distress. Government aid was invoked 
and in August the Board of Bevenue granted a sum of Bs. 3,000 
for the relief of the distress, whioh was soon after followed by a 
further grant of Bs. 2,000. Upon receipt of these funds, the 
Commissioner of the Division formed a oommittee, consisting 
partly of official and partly of private gentlemen. At the first 
meeting of the oommittee a letter was read from the Mah&r&jR of 
Burdw&n, jfferiug to provide for all the destitute paupers in 
Burdw&n town entirely at his own expense, the arrangements 
being subject to the supervision and approval of the Commissioner. 
This munificent offer was at onoe aooepted, and from the 6th 
September the work of gratuitous relief in the town was made over 
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o the Mah&r&j&. The Mah&r&j&’s representative at first appeared 
to be unwilling to make labour a oondition oi relief. He even* 
tually found, however, that the number of applicants could never 
be expected to decrease as long as all who asked were fed gratui- 
tously. Clothes were distributed gratuitously to 2,183 persons in 
all ; and money was given to enable the paupers to return to their 
homes, as the distress began to subside. In October the number 
of applicants fell gradually, and on the 31st of that month the 
returns showed only 1,206 as being fed daily. The total expendi- 
ture of the Mah&r&j& up to the 4th November amounted to Rs. 
14,550. It was reported officially that the people in the town at 
the end of the year did not show any signs of emaoiation or 
starvation. Men and women were stout and in good case. 
There appeared to be no limit to Iheir rations. Several of them 
had been for months subsisting on this oharity, and, though 
probably stronger and haler than they ever were in their lives 
before, had not done a day’s work. Not a man was being em- 
ployed in the labour yard. In foot, it seemed that labour had 
been almost optional and not compulsory. 

Outside the town the distress was not very serious ; but the 
oountry on the opposite side of the D&modar, which is unprotected 
by embankments, was flooded and 3,065 houses were destroyed 
the inhabitants of which left their homes for the towns in search of 
food. The R&nlganj subdivision probably suffered most severely 
in the famine. At that time this part of the district was included 
within the magisterial jurisdiction of the £ankur& distriot* only 
the revenue jurisdiction being attaohed to Burdw&n. The town of 
R&nlganj contained several emigration depdts, and in the first 
four months of 1866 no fewer than seventeen thousand emigrant 
ooolies left R&niganj by rail. In the middle of June, emigra- 
tion was stopped, as small-pox had broken out among the ooolies 
and was being imported into the town. Severe distress was 
manifested in June, when it was reported that, in oonsequenoe 
of the drain on the male population due to emigration, R&nl- 
ganj was full of women and children, who followed oarts laden 
with rioe, picking up the grains which fell. Soon afterwards, 
numbers of destitute people began to flock in from M&nbhum 
and on the 30th June a sum of Rs. *500 out of the Rs. 6,000 
which had been assigned to the fiankur& distriot was allotted 
to R&nlganj, The means at the disposal of the Committee were 
•till inadequate, and a further grant of Rs. 2,000 was made by 
the Board of Revenue ; a sum of Rs. 1,000 was also received from 
a fond subscribed by the servants of the East Indian Railway 
Company and Rs. 500 more from the B&nkuri Central Committee 
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Centres of relief were thereupon opened at four plaoee in the 
interior of the subdivision, where gratuitous distributions as well 
as oheap sales of rioe were made. The mortality in the town from 
diseases induoed by privation of food was very considerable, and 
a pauper hospital and, afterwards, a small-pox hospital were 
established. The number of deaths in the streets and hospital 
was estimated at an average of fifteen a day during the months 
of July, August and September, and numbers of children were 
deserted. Employment on the roads was found for 1,500 paupers 
in September. The mortality, however, still continued very great, 
the paupers flooking in from B&nkura, M&nbhtim and Peogarh 
in a state of utter prostration, and dying soon after they 
arrived from the effects of starvation, dysentery and diarrhoea. 
The total amount expended on relief in the Haniganj subdivision 
was Us. 7,568, and the aggregate of the daily total of persons 
who received relief was returned by the Committee at 348,296 
a daily average of 2,902 for the four months, from the middle 
of July to the middle of November, during whioh the operations 
were in progress. 

In Burdw&n generally (excluding the Raniganj subdivision 
whioh did not then belong to the district,*, the total amount 
expended on relief by the Burdwfin, Katwa and K&lna Relief 
Committees was as follows : — From the Board of Revenue, 
Rs. 8,000 ; from the Calcutta Central Relief Committee, Es. 2,000 ; 
private subscriptions Rs. 9,558; total Rs. 14,558. The K&twa 
and K&lna relief centres were maintained solely by private 
subscriptions. This sum, however, does not inolude the expen- 
diture incurred by the Mahar&j& and other private individuals in 
giving relief, besides Rs. 4,830 granted and Rs. 4,210 advanced 
for spooial works. 

In concluding the district narrative of the famine in 
Burdw&n the Famine Commissioners remarked that “ speaking 
comparatively, the people of this district did not suffer severely. 
The generally prosperous condition of the cultivating classes, 
caused by their proximity to the Calcutta markets, enabled them 
to oppose a greater power of resistance to famine than that whioh 
could be offered by the cultivators of the less advanced districts 
to the west and south-west, and they also reoeived much support 
from their landlords. The day-labourers were driven into the 
towns to seek for subsistence, and there swelled the orowds of 
paupers who had come in from districts whioh had suffered more 
severely. In these centres disease and death were unavoidable. 
Although the external relief granted to this district was small 
we tfripk that it probably did not fall short of the requirement* 
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It would, however, have been well if the organised relief at the 
different points in the interior of the district had been begun 
earlier in the season.” 

The following aooount of the famine of 1874 is condensed Famivb 
from Mr. A. P. Maodonneli’s “ Food Grain Supply and Famine ov 1874,1 
Belief in Bihar and Bengal.” Belief operations in Burdw&n 
during 1874 were for a lengthened period very widespread, but 
the distress which oalled for them oannot be wholly attributed 
to the failure in the harvests of 1873. The year 1874 found 
the distriot suffering from the effeots of two years of markedly 
adverse harvests and nearly ten successive years of virulent 
epidemic fever. Not only were the material resources of the people 
reduoed, but their physioal oapaoity was also seriously impaired. 

In 1872 the rains commenced very late and they were not equally 
distributed. There was a very short outturn of the winter rioe 
crop, the principal food supply of the people. Several plots of 
land, even entire villages, remained uncultivated. Only in the 
Katw& subdivision — less than one-eighth of the dietriofc—-was the 
rainfall seasonable or the harvest good. The rains in 1873 were 
not so greatly deficient in quantity as unseasonable in distribu- 
tion, and in September and October there was great defioienoy. 

Distress whioh had gradually been making way, first attracted 
serious attention in the north-west of the district about the 
beginning of April. The Collector on proceeding to the spot 
found " the condition of some of the people very wretched, the 
labourers complained very loudly of want of work, and it 
appeared that many of the men had emigrated to Kaohar and 
elsewhere leaving their women and children. The so-oalled 
respectable classes were nearly as loud in their complaints as the 
poor ; goldsmiths complained that their trade was at a standstill ; 
barbers, that the people had given up shaving ; cultivators that 
the grain-lenders had refused the usual advanoes; Br&hmans, 
that their souroes of inoome had failed ; village watohmen that 
their servioe lands yielded next to no orops, and that their money 
dues were not paid ; mendioants, oripples and lepers, that oharity 
was no more ; weavers, that advanoes were no more to be had. 
Allowing of oourse for some exaggeration in all these complaints, 
still the looks of many of the oomplainants were enough to 
prove that they were in the main founded on truth.” On the 
1st of June the Collector after a tour of inspection wrote : — (i The 
eye is at onoe caught by the ansemio, olammy faces of the 
sufferers from' chronic fever.” The oirole of distress as the year 
wore on widened still more. In July around E&twa in almost 
every village visited by him and the Civil Surgeon more or less 
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distress was found; some of the poorest* people were even found 
to be eating grass seeds. 

Oharitable relief began in the first week o! April, when nearly 
seven thousand persons were gratuitously fed. The number rose 
to eleven thousand in the end of May and twenty-six thousand 
in the end of June, whilst during the three following months of 
July, August and September, the recipients of oharitable relief 
never fell below fifty-five thousand and rose in the middle of 
August to seventy thousand. In all 6,812 tons of rioe were 
gratuitously distributed, 3,002 tons advanoed on loan and 1,495 
tons paid as wages. At the same time Rs. 5,46,723 were 
expended in oharitable relief, Rs. 62,277 in wageB and Rs 70,659 
advanoed on loan. Labourers employed on relief works numbered 
on a daily average 1,168 in January, 3,513 in February, 3,359 in 
Mareh, 6,430 in April, 9,613 in May, 11,574 in June, 7,571 in 
July, 5,252 in August, and 2,206 in September, after whioh this 
form of relief ceased ; but on the last day of November 3,475 
persons were still being fed at the oost of Government. All 
relief was brought to a olose with the end of the year. 

Since this famine the district has been singularly immune 
from serious soaroity. In 1884-85 there was some considerable 
distress due to failure of the crops in two suooessive years. 
Looal relief works were opened, gratuitous relief was distributed 
and loans were advanced. The supply of food was, how- 
ever, always plentiful in the markets and prices never reaohed 
famine rates. In 1896-97, when the adjacent district of B&nkura 
was seriously affected with scarcity, Burdwan escaped scatheless ; 
not a single relief work was opened and not a single person 
publioly received gratuitous relief. During 1904 some portions 
of the Burdwan and Katwa subdivisions suifered from soaroity 
as a result of the failure of the aus rioe crop, but the distress 
was looal and short-lived. The total oost of the relief operations 
whioh were closed in July was Rs. 26,600; Rs. 3,000 was 
expended in gratuitous relief and loans amounting to Rs. 35,000 
were made. 

From the earliest times the distriot has been proteoted from 
flood by embankments along the Damodar and Ajay. At first 
individual effort rather than publio contribution provided for 
their construction. A farmer or landowner whose field was 
threatened would construct a bandh to save it with the result 
that the flood water would attaok some other point further down. 
The prooess would be repeated again and again until the banks 
of the rivers were proteoted by a series of regular embankments 
Before the last half of the 19th oentury, however, these war. 
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neither so extensive nor so strong as to effectually oheok the 
faiyofthe great floods to which hill-fed streams, suoh as the 
D&modar and Ajay, are liable, and the early history of the distriot 
is full of accounts of disastrous floods whioh breached the embank- 
ments and oaused widespread damage. The earliest reoorded 
ooourred in 1770 and the injury which it oaused to the winter 
rioe crop, following on a previous season of soaroity owing to 
drought, intensified the famine of that year. The inundation 
was first observed on the 29th September, when the waters of the 
D&modar rose to a level with the top of the embankment, and 
near the western extremity of the town of Burdw&n the embank- 
ment gradually gave way. The damage was repaired, but four 
or five days afterwards a second rising of the river resulted 
in the entire destruction of the embankment. Every effort to 
oheok the violence of the torrent proved in vain and the town of 
Burdw&n was almost totally destroyed : not an earth-built house 
remained, and even those oonstruoted with bricks Buffered consi- 
derably. The Ajay had also flooded its banks, and the whole 
traot between that river and the Damodar was under three or four 
feet of water. Sugarcane and cotton, both which crops appear 
to have been oultivated to a much larger extent than at present, 
suffered severely and the whole of the embankment was in a 
state of ruin. A sum of its. 80,000 was remitted from the land 
revenue payable by the Mahar&ja, in consideration of his under- 
taking the neoessary repairs, the oost of whioh, however, is said 
to have far exoeeded the sum remitted. It was not till a period 
of two years had elapsed that the cultivators began to recover 
from the disaster. The Maharaja and other zamindars, in spite 
of the destruction of their crops, cattle and homesteads insisted on 
the payment of rent, and it does not appear that any further 
abatement in the Government demand for land revenue was 
granted on account of the calamity. 

Another flood whioh seems to have been equally disastrous 
ooourred in 1787. Describing the damage oaused by it the Collector, 

Mr. Kinloch, wrote : “The town is totally destroyed, not a vestige 
of a mud house remaining, and even those built of* brick are 
many of them fallen or so entirely damaged that a longer resi- 
dence in them beoomes dangerous. Many people have lost their 
lives and a great number of oattle are drowned.” And again : 

“ Every house in Burdw&n and every village contiguous to it fell 
down—- nothing but the banks of tanks remained for the reoeption 
of every living animaL” 

The inundation of 1823, whioh oommenoed on the night of the flood or 
26th September, was oaused by the bursting of the embankments l® 88 - 
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of the D&modar, the Bh&glrathi ood minor streams. A 
correspondent of the “ Calcutta Monthly Journal ” has described 
the inundation : — “Pioture to yourself a flat oountry oomplete- 
ly under water, running with a force apparently irresistible, and 
oarrying with it dead bodies, roofs of houses, palanquins and 
wreok of every description. It lasted for three days ; communi- 
cation was out off, and the owners of masonry houses took refuge 
on the roofs. For many miles the thatched and mud houses, as 
well as thousands of trees, were prostrated. Suoh trees as had 
withstood the ravages of the flood formed the resting plaoes of 
men.” The area embraced by the flood commenced from Bali, 
and extended for twenty-five miles. The villages on both banks 
of the Bh&girathi, especially on the west bank, were submerged. 
The height of the water in these villages was at first about three 
feet. The inundation rose, and at its height, on the 2nd Ootober, 
the wator was about seven feet deep. On the 29th September a 
boat sailed across oountry from Calcutta to Burdw&n, The loss 
of life was immense. The orops ' ere destroyed ; the houses 
were submerged and ultimately carried away ; the people were 
destitute of food, so that parents sold their offspring for a 
mouthful of rice. The landmarks distinguishing the holding 
of the oultivaiors were swept away, and great oonfusion and 
endless litigation naturally ensued. The owners of properties 
wore converted into claimants for land whioh had been in their 
possession and that of their forefathers for generations. 

The inundation of 1855 resulted in the destruction of the 
embankment on the right side of the D&modar. Previous to 
this time the embankments had been in oharge of the zamind&rs 
or landholders within whoso estates they lay ; but as their negleot 
caused the periodical breaching of the embankments (Government 
took the matter into its own hands and maintained the embank- 
ment itself, debiting each landlord with a portion of the cost. 
After the destruotion of the embankments on the right side of 
the D&modar in 1855 it was resolved to abandon them, and 
to keep up only those on the left bank. New embankments have , 
accordingly beon constructed along the whole of the left bank of 
the D&modar, a measure whioh has resulted in the oomparative 
immunity of the oountry north of it from flood. Floods still do 
ocour as in August 1909 when, owing to heavy rains, the B&nkft 
and other rivers overflowed and flooded large tracts of oountry. 
The water took several days to run off and the crops were 
damaged by their oontinued immersion. Many houses were 
damaged and five lives were lost. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

BENT, WAGES AND PRICES. 

In the early days of our rule the relation between landlord Rhnts. 
and tenant in the district seems to have been anything but 
satisfactory. The zamindar generally let out his estates in Bmall 
paroels to farmers and, while these were under engagement for the 
revenue to their landlord, they had themselves no similar 
agreements with the tenants. In a letter to the Board of 
Revenue, dated June 1788, the Collector (Mr. Einloch) remarks: 

“ But I must observe that in this extensive distriot not more than 
one-fourth of the ryots are in possession of pattahs and those 
have been granted by the farmers or their gumashtas” He 
goes on to particularise the several classes of tenants. “The 
first, he says, aro the Khoad Kasht, or aboiiginos, being ryots 
of inferior caste, who pay house rent and a greater revenue for 
the lands they oultivate than the Pykhast who aro ryots of a 
superior rank, that neither pay rent for their dwelling house, 
nor do they pay so high a revenue for their lands, these last 
are again distinguished by the application of the Niz Gong 
Pykashtj who cultivate the lands of their own village, and the 
Baza Gong Pyhasht , who pay a still lower rate of rent. Besides 
these are the Mulcanffa ryots who do not oultivate lands but 
have shops and carry on a profession, and pay a high 
house rent, to all the above ryots ” The permanent settlement 
does not seem to have improved matters much and in a 
letter from the Judge and Magistrate, dated the 9th of 
Maroh 1802, the confusion and fraud which permeated the 
relations of landlords, farmers, and tenants is veiy \i/idly 
described. 

u The interchange of engagements between the parties, with 
few exceptions, extends no farther than to the zamindar’s farmer 
who is here termed the Sudder farmer and to those amongst whom 
he subdivides his farm, in portions. An engagement between 
the latter and the cultivators or heads of a village, is soaroely 
known, exoept the general one, mutually understood to receive 
and pay, agreeably to past and preceding years; and for 
ascertaining this the aooounts of the farm are no guide. 
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“ The zamlndAr himself seeing that no oonfldenoe is to be placed 
in the aooounts rendered him of the rent-roll of the farm from 
the praotioe, whioh has so long prevailed, of fabrioatiou and false 
aoooants, never attempts to call for them at the expiration of the 
lease ; and instead of applying a oorreotion of the evil, increases 
it, by farming out the lands literally by auction ; and the same 
mode is adopted in almost every subdivision of the farm. 
The oonsequenoe of suoh a system must be obvious; needy 
rapaoious farmers and fraudulent tenants become friends, and 
oollusively agree, at the expiration of the lease, to defraud the 
succeeding farmer. A. trifling douoeur for the ryot, or the ryots 
of a whole village, is sufficient to procure a fabrication of the 
accounts, and a receipt to correspond with them for a sum much 
below that aotually paid in the revenue demand for the year ; 
and these are the valid and incontrovertible vouchers, held out 
to the successor in farm for his guide. 

44 The practice is, however, too universal and too well-known to 
deoeive him ; but he is without an alternative, and aots his prede- 
cessor’s part, in the repetition of it, for if honestly disposed 
(whioh is rarely the case) he has not time to have recourse to a 
measurement for ascertaining the quantity and quality of lands in 
the ocoupanoy of the cultivators, with a view to a fair and 
equitable assessment : and the ryots finding their benefit in the 
oonfusion, and despairing of honest dealing towards them while 
the present system exists, would oppose ’ it, so as to make him a 
s uff erer for the attempt.’ 

The creation of patnj tenures did much to remove these 
abuses by seouring some permanence of tenure to the farmer ; 
written leases between tenure holder and tenant are now praoti- 
oally universal, and most of the tenants possess ocoupanoy rights ; 
but in a great many oases they are not the actual cultivators, the 
holdings being let out to sub-tenants for produoe rents. No 
settlement of rents has yet been carried out in the district, 
but it is reported that the average rent per aore paid by the 
actual cultivator to his immediate landlord is approximately 
Be. 6. For the inferior olass of rice land in the neighbourhood 
of R&niganj and Asansol the rent is considerably less but on the 
other hand rice lands whioh are favourably situated, di&rd lands, 
and lands growing cane, potatoes or similar special orops demand 
a much higher rate. The latest survey and settlement in the 
district of any size was that of the Khas Mahals of the Burdw&n 
R&j. The statistics collected from this show that the assessment 
per aore for the low land varied from Be. 15 to Bs« 8 with an 
average assessment of Be, 9, while the assessment for high land 
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wied from Rs. 6 to annas 12 per tore with an average assess- 
ment of Rs. 3-6. The average area of the tenant’s holding as 
ascertained from the records of this settlement was 4 acres. As 
has already been noticed, a tenant usually pays rent in oash, bnt 
m many eases he does not aotually cultivate the whole of his 
molding himself but sub- lets portions of it to under-tenants who 
pay rent in kind. Under this system the actual cultivator 
tills the land at his own oost, reaps the orop in the presence of 
the superior tenant or his agent, and carries it to the threshing 
8oor where the grain and straw are divided in equal shares. 

Wages both for skilled and unskilled labour are fairly high. Ware*. 
The monthly wages paid in the factories during 1908 were as 
follows, the variations depending on the olass of work required, 
e.g. 9 whether for brick-works, potteries, iron works or paper mills. 
Blacksmiths Ks. 12 to Rs. 17; potters Rs. 13-12-6 to Rs. 20; 
oarpentera Rs. 14 to Rs. 20 ; brick-layers Rs. 11 ; engine drivers 
Rs. 11 to Rs. 16; potters Rs. 15; moulders Rs. 14-6 to Rs. 16-6; 
boiler-men Rs. 10 to Rs. 23 ; fire-men Rs. 8 to Rs. 10. For 
unskilled labour the wages were Rs. 6 to Rs. 9 and for a woman 
Rs. 4 to Rs. 5; durwaus and messengers Rs. 8; jamadar 
durwan Rs. 13. The Chinese carpenters employed in the Bengal 
Paper Mills, however, are paid as muoh as Rs. 60 a month. 

In the town of Burdwan itself wages are considerably higher ; 
an ordinary carpenter or mason gets Iis. 22-8 a month while a 
skilled carpenter or mason gets Rs. 30 ; an ordinary labourer is 
paid Rs. 11-4 and a woman Rs. 8-14 a month ; a ghordmi gets 
Rs. 15-8. Miners are usually paid from five anuas six pies to 
seven annas a tub. Of late there has been a considerable rise in 
the price of both skilled and unskilled labour — a result doubtless 
of the general rise in prices which has been so marked a feature 
pf decent years. In 1900 the average monthly wage of an able- 
bodied agricultural labouror was Rs. 7. It is now over Rs. 9, 
and in the years 1903-1905 rose so high as Ks. 11-4. During 
the same period the wages of a oommon mason, carpenter or 
blacksmith rose from Rs. 15 to Rs. 16-8. 

Landlords and large farmers with holdings of more than 6 Village 
or 6 acres usually engage farm servants to assist them in the l ft ' M>urer8, 
cultivation of their lands. Those employed temporarily, at 
seasons when extra assistance is required, are usually paid and 
engaged by the day, and are known as majurs (i.e., labourers, from 
majuri a wage). Generally, however, one or more permanent 
servants are also kept. These are known as kriahdna («. *., cul- 
tivators, from kriaha to cultivate) and are paid and engagpd by 
the month. Their wages are usually Rs. 4 to Rs. 6 a month 
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besides food end olothing or a little over Bs. 10 a month alto- 
gether. The monthly labourer is generally secured .by the 
advance of a loan which is not paid off and for the reoovery of 
vftiioh a suit would be filed if the labourer worked for any one 
else. A similar custom exists in Patna where snoh a labourer is 
known as a kamia but in that district the failure of the employer 
to maintain his kamia involves the breaking up of the contrast, 
and no further action is taken to reoover the original debt. In 
Burdw&n the debtor, though his servioe oeases for the time, 
returns to his master when required for fear of being sued for 
his debt. A. daily labourer gets annas four to annas five a day 
during the cultivating season, and annas three to annas four 
during the harvest besides food for two meals daily and tiffin 
(f'alpdn). When not engaged in actual agricultural operations 
such labourers find occupation in exoavating tanks and embank- 
ments, in repairing the ridges of earth between the rioe fields 
(«•'&), levelling and manuring fields, thatching, brick making, 
eto. The women who get muoh the same wages if paid in cash, 
are ohiefly employed in husking rioe and oatohing fish. 

Prices. The steady rise in prices, whioh has been so marked a feature 
of the recent eoonomio history of India, is reflected in the figures 
reported for the district. Common rioe, the staple orop of the 
distriot, sold at Burdw&n on the 30th of June 1890 for Rs. 2-9 
per maund. The average price for the five years ending 1894 
was Bs. 2-15. In 1899 this had risen to Bs 3-1-5, in 1904 to 
Rs. 3-5-8, and the average prioe for the five years ending with 
1899 was Bs. 4-11-7. It is interesting to note that on the 18th 
of April 1788 the Collector reported that rioe sold at Bnrdw&n 
at 25—28 puoca seers a* rupee, at Mandalkote (sic) at 20—24 
puooa seersy and at Sheogarh at 25 pucoa seers. Similarly the 
prioe of gram and arhar, the cheapest of the pulses, rose from 
Bs- 2-1-6 and Bs. 2-0-9 per maund on the 30th of June 1890 to 
Bs. 3-6 and Bs. 4-12-6, respectively. The price of other articles 
has also risen in muoh the same proportion. The prioe of rioe 
and other food stuffs reaohed its highest point in 1907-08, 
when the prioe of ordinary oommon rioe rose to over Bs. 5. 
Prioes remained almost stationery till the end of 1908-09. They 
have fallen considerably sinoe, but it is improbable that they will 
ever again fall to the level at whioh they stood before the reoent 
rise. 

If atbbial Sir William Hunter in his statistical aecount gives a some- 

condition w hat gloomy account of the material condition of the people of 

riovLH. Jtardw&n. But in 1874, when this aocount was written, the 
distriot had only recently experienced two famine^ and was 
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still suffering from the epidemio fever which in 1867-69 had 
almost entirely depopulated many of the smaller villages. The 
reoovexy from the efteota of these disastrous years was surprising- 
ly rapid. Fourteen years later the Oolleotor reports that even 
the poorest oultivators and field labourers were much more pros- 
perous than was generally supposed ; they were able to procure 
and did procure a sufficiency of wholesome food for themselves, 
and their wives, children and dependents ; and besides this they 
had a surplus to bestow in obarity, to expend on festivals and 
celebrations and to enable them to meet at least the approaohes 
of a time of soaroity. 

“ Twenty years ago as said, though probably thirty years 
were meant (and whatever the period, it was one within the 
memory of the people), the rate used to be for a reaper or ordinary 
field labourer his food and four seers of dh&n eaoh day. The 
rates are now his food and five seers of dhan per diem. The 
prioe of dh&n has nearly doubled in the period. Moreover, in 
the height of the field season, from August to December, labour 
is at a premium and speoial rates have to be given. The dis- 
appearance of indebtedness, whioh was general in 1872, is a re- 
markable oiroumstanoe. The rural mahdjam, to whom the poor 
cultivators and labourers were praotioally bound as serfs, have 
also disappeared. The present class of mahdjam only deal with 
the middle class on the seourity of landed property, whioh is 
nearly always rent-free. Most of the people whom I questioned 
owed nothing at all ; others owed a rupee or two to a fellow 
labourer, or a rupee or two to their permanent employer. These 
employers still retain their field labourers by lending grain to 
them in the slaok season without interest. These transactions 
are not regarded as loans, still lesB as mahdjani . The only 
women and children whom I found employed on out-door labour 
for hire belonged to the poor relation and semi-dependant olass 
widows and orphans. The poorest Bauri labourer did not let his 
wife work for any one but himself.” 

Nor was this increase in prosperity oonfined to these] classes. 
“The average inoome of the ordinary village artisans, such as.the 
oarpenters, blacksmiths or potters is higher far than those of 
the labourers, and if sometimes they are not really so well-off, 
it is solely because their standard and status are higher. The 
labour of the coal mine coolies is always at a premium 
and though their circumstances and surroundings look Bqualid 
and wretched in the extreme, their bodies are invariably 
well nourished, and they get quite enough to eat and far more 
than enough to drink The other special labourers engaged 
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at molasses manufacture, at railway yards and grain stores, 
in driving oarfcs, as boatmen, and in pieoe work of all kinds 
are all men of exceptional physique'; their average earnings are 
not less than Rs. 8 a month and for some months are muoh 
higher. 

“ The material surroundings of the poorer olasses, their houses, 
olothes, utensils and ornaments often indioate a very different posi- 
tion from that in whioh an examination into their incomes shows 
them to be. The plainest case is that of the oolliery ooolies whose 
earnings are the highest of any ordinary labourers, and whose 
huts, olothes, and surroundings are sordid in the extreme* The 
state of these externals muoh depends on the raoe to which the 
people belong, and the social position whioh they hold and feel 
themselves bound to maintain. The Bauris and S&ntals oare for 
brass ornaments only. Brass utensils are everywhere now in use, 
and the adoption of the umbrella even by ooolies is as universal.”* 

The improvement has gone on steadily in the past twenty 
years and is mow notioeable in every olass of the oommunity. 
The peasant, the artizan, and the labourer are infinitely better 
off than their predecessors of two or three generations baok. 
Evidenoe of this meets the eye on every side in the shape of better 
houses, rioher food and dress, and a more liberal expenditure on 
ornaments, brass eating vessels and luxuries. The rise in the 
price of rioe and other crops has made the cultivating olasses 
praotioally independent of the money-lenders, and has put them in 
possession of an amount of ready money whioh they never 
possessed before. The discovery of coal and iron and the con- 
sequent, development of industry has filled the Asansol subdivision 
with a throng of busy and prosperous artizans and miners, whose 
wages are high and whose labour is in oonstant demand* The 
standard of comfort is gradually rising, and the people are no 
longer oontent with the bare necessaries of life. All olasses are 
well fed and indulge in a display of olothing and jewellery whioh 
their fathers never dreamed of. Artioles of food whioh were 
formerly considered luxuries are now in common use, and better 
houses, better applianoes, and better olothing are beooming general. 
The following is a brief sketoh of the material condition of the 
different classes of the oommunity* 

During the last oentury almost the whole of the vast estates 
of the Mahir&j& of Burdwftn were parcelled out into tenures 
known as "patni taluks" the grantees of whioh not only gave 
him a high premium, but covenanted to pay an annual rental 


* Report on the condition of the lower ehuMi of population in Bengal, 
Calcutta, 1S88. 
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in perpetuity, whioh, in every oase, largely exoeeded the Govern- 
ment revenue. The system was reoognised by law in 1810 
*ud a power of sale preoisely similar to that possessed by 
Government was given to the landlord. The system has deve- 
loped on the same lines ; the patnid&rs and tenure holders under 
them have again and again sublet on the same terms, until 
estates are oontinually found with three or four or even more 
families introduced as middlemen between the landlord and the 
actual cultivator. The results of suoh a system of subinfeuda- 
tion are obvious. The landlords and intermediate tenure- 
holders have become mere annuitants upon the land, taking but 
little interest in their nominal estates beyond ensuring the 
payment of their rent, and praotioally indifferent to their improve- 
ment, or the condition of the cultivators from whom their inoome 
is drawn. Embankments, drainage channels, tanks for irriga- 
tion or water-supply and other works of publio utility oonstruoted 
by the generosity of former landlords, are allowed to fall into dis- 
repair ; it is no one’s business to repair them. And the landlords 
>bave no incitement to undertake any fresh work of improvement 
as they can hope for no pecuniary benefit from it. Generally 
speaking the patnid&rs and dar-palnidArs are as a body far 
wealthier than the landlords from whom they hold their leases. 

The district is also sprinkled with numerous aimmd tenures, relios 
of the Muhammadan oooupation, but the aimm&dars are for the 
most part in needy circumstances. 

The professional olasses are few i a number and cannot with the Profea- 
exception of those in the legal profession be said to be prosperous, "kwe*. 
Even at the bar success is the exception, and although large 
fortunes have been made by pleaders and barristers, and the 
Burdw&n bar is famous as one of the strongest in the provinoe, 
the lawyer who is undistinguished by influence finds it hard 
enough to make a living. Properly qualified medical men are 
scarce and these in Asansol, Rftniganj and Burdw&n do fairly 
well, but among the professional olasses and those who work 
as clerks in Government or private employ, the struggle for exis- 
tence has grown harder. Their incomes or salaries have not 
increased with the increase in prices, and they are prevented by 
custom and tradition from engaging in other labour. 

The oommeroial and industrial olasses, who form but a very small Trading 
proportion of the population, have shared largely in the general clam "’ 
increase in prosperity. The rise of prioes, the inoreased demand for 
(imported artioles and luxuries, and the development of oommunioa- 
■ tioni have given a great stimulus to trade* Silk and ootton weav- 
ing hae again beoome a profitable industry as the result of the 

i 
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Swadeshi movement, and a brisk trade is now carried on, tbe goods 
being exported to Calcutta and even to Madras and Bombay* 
Brass and bellraetal ware and cutlery are manufactured on a fairly 
large scale and find a rrady market* Sweetmeat makers are 
numerous and the district is famed for its sweetmeats of whioh 
the best known are the khdja and old Grocers and sl all shop- 
keepers are to be found in eveiy village, and in R&uiganj and 
Burdwftn there are a large number of very wealthy M&rw&ri 
merchants engaged in banking and money-lending, the sale of 
cloth, and the manufacture of oil and oil-oake, and flour* 

The average cultivator in Burdw&n is on the whole fairly 
prosperous. The increase in prosperity of late years is due 
partly to the introduction of more profitable crops such as jute 
and potatoes, but mainly to the steady rise in the prioe of rioe 
which alono represents nearly four-fifths of the total agricultural 
produce of the district. The annual budget of the ordinary 
oultivator as estimated in 1892 was os follows* : — 

The average area held is five acres, and the total annual 
value of the produce Rs. 252-8. The females husk rioe for their 
wealthier neighbours, thus earning Rs. 12 per annum. They 
never work in the fields, but assist in so oh operations as threshing 
and winnowing if carried on in the dwelling-house yard. The 
total incomo of a cultivator of this class will therefore be Rs. 264-8* 
His outgoings are food, including fuel, pulse, oil, and salt, Rs. 120* 
The ordinary scale of diet is 2 lbs. of rice per adult male, 1 J iu* 
per female, and 1 lb. per ohild. This is boiled and eaten with two 
ounoos of boiled pulse and condimeuts, in two meals taken at 
midday and sunset. Breakfast consists of a little parched rioe 
only. Clothing Rs. 15. This, in the oase of males, consists of 
a dhuti or waist-cloth, generally of European make, a gamcha or 
soarf, whioh also serves as turban, oosting 12 annas and 4 annas 
respectively ; so much is obligatory in all olasses. But a oulti- 
vator of the upper rank will also indulge in a pirdn or shirt 
oosting Re. 1-6, and a Manchester chddar (sheet) worn toga-wise, 
eight annas, a pair of leather shoes worth Re. 1-2, and an 
English umbrella Re. 1-4. The total equipmeu* on the former 
soale stands a ryot in only Be. 1, and he need have but two 
* suits ’ a year. The latter, whioh is also the garb of the lower 
middle class, will cost less than Rs. 4 annually. A female of 
this class wears a long strip of Manchester or mill-made cloth, 
named a sari, wrapped round her person from head to foot. Its 
prioe is Re. 1 to Re. 1-8* Rent of land Rs* 17-8. Bents are 

• (Memonadnm on tbs Material Condition of the Lower Order* in Bong*], fey 
V. H. B. Shrine* 1802.) 
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very high is this distriot, a faot due in some measure to the 
extensive sub-infeudation that prevails. Land which in the 
northern districts would not be charged more than Be. 3-12 per 
acre here fetohes Bs. 4-8. Wages of labourers employed in 
emergent seasons such as reaping time, Bs. 5. The present 
rates are 10 lbs. of paddy, equivalent to rather more than 6 lbs. of 
cleaned rice, and worth four annas per diem, plui food Bepairs 
of implements, purchase of bullooks (four are kept, price Bs. 10 
each), social and religious oeremonies, Bs. 25. Total outgoings, 

Bs. 182-8. A ryot of this olass should therefore have a surplus 
otBs. 82 at the year’s end, but unfavourable seasons, litigation, 

'and extravagant expenditure on ceremonies leave him very little* 

At the same time it must be observed that the cultivators of this 
division are not serfs of the money-lenders, as too many are in 
the central districts. Money-lenders exist, but their clients are 
people of a higher stratum, the large middle-class with interests 
on land to dispose of. The disappearance of the money-lender 
was noticed by Si" W. Hunter in his monumental Gazetteer 
published 20 years ago : and it is still more complete at the 
present day.” 

Since that estimate was made the price of rice, the main 
source of inoome, has nearly doubled, while the expenditure has 
not increased to anything like the same extent, and there is little 
doubt that the cultivators are now muoh better off than they were 
thirty years ago. 

The artisans may be divided into the ordinary artisans, suoh Artisan* 
as carpenters, blaoksmiths and potters who are neoessaiy for every 
community, and the artisans engaged in special industries, suoh as 
the weavers and braziers, or workers at other hardware in the 
distriot. The ordinary village artizans were formerly paid in 
kind, but this system is dying out and money wages are beooming 
the rule. These have risen, but it is doubtful whether they have 
risen proportionately to the increase in prioes, and although the 
average inoome of this olass is considerably higher than that of 
the ordinary labourer) their standard and status are also higher, 
and they are frequently not so well off. As to the speoial handi- 
craftsmen it is difficult to obtain definite information* When 
their trade is brisk they flourish, when it is slaok they suffer, and 
suffer the more because they ding to it notwithstanding, its deoay, 
and refuse to seek the more remunerative oooupations open to 
them. At present the Swadeshi movement has led to a consider- 
able increase in the demand for oountry-made doth and other 
artides, and the silk and cotton weaving whioh was formerly 
such an Important industry is reviving. The skilled artisans 

i2 
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employed in the mines and factories receive much higher 
wages. 

In this distriot it is impossible to draw a sharp distinotion 
between the poorer cultivators and the agricultural labourers. 
There are very few cultivators holding less than 4 aores who do 
not supplement their inoome by working as labourers, and there 
are soaroely any agricultural labourers who do not hold some land 
from a garden patoh of ten kdthda to a share in rioe fields. Even 
the non«agrioultural labourers very often hold patches of cultiva- 
tion. Agricultural labourers are usually paid in grain, and the 
increase in the price of foodstuffs has praotioally doubled the 
money value of their wage The inorease, however, is more 
apparent than real as the labourer requires muob of the grain 
whioh he reoeives for his own consumption. It is doubtful there- 
fore whether this olass has increased much in material prosperity 
of recent years, though their circumstances are ofton muoh better 
off than might be supposed. In the factories and mines most of 
the hands earn much higher wages than they could get at home. 
At Kanlganj the labourers are mostly Bauris who will not as a 
rule work more than half the mouth. Though they could easily 
out two tubs a da y, they are usually content with cutting one, 
aud they tale frequent holidays. In Bar&kar Sant&ls form the 
majority of the miners. The rate of payment has risen of reoent 
years and in 1906 varied between 5 annas and 6 pies and 7 
annas a tub as compared with 3 annas in 1891 and 4 annas 
in 1895. The miners are usually a strong and merry lot, and for 
their status in life, very prosperous. 

The com lit ion of no olass varies so much as that of the mendi- 
cants. The professional beggars and religious mendicants such as 
fakbra % caishndvas, and aanydaia are often very well off. But there 
axe a large number of homeless beggars, nearly all cripples or 
diseased persons, who derive a bate subsistence from obarity and 
who hare suffered very greatly from the reoent rise in prices. 



OCCUPATIONS, MANUFACTURES AND TRADE. Ilf 


CHAPTER VIII. 

OCCUPATIONS, MANUFACTURES A2?D TRADE. 

BurdwAn with its coal miues and factories is much less Ocorr*. 
dependent on agriculture than the average Bengal distriot, TI0NB * 
The statistics obtained at the oensus of 1901 show that 58*9 
per oent. of the total population are supported by agriculture, 
a figure muoh below the average for the division. The agricul- 
tural population in all numbers 902,000. Of these only 32 per 
cent, including 3,800 rent-receivers, 251,000 rent-payers and 

36.000 labourers, are actual workers. The industrial population 
aooounts for 16 7 of the total, of whom about half are aotual 
workers including 22,000 miners, 4,500 potters, 9,u00 cotton 
weavers, 20,000 rice pounders and 2,000 masons; goldsmiths, 
ironsmiths, sweetmeat makers, silk spinners and carpenters are 
also oommon. Commeroe and the professions support a very 
small number, only 1*3 per oent. of the population being engaged 
in trade while 2 3 per oent. are dependent on the profes- 
sions for their livelihood : of the latter 43 per oent. are aotual 
workers including 8,000 priests and religious mendioants, 2,700 
male and female doctors, and 1,100 teaohers. About 113,000 
persons are earth-workers and ground-labourers, and 16,000 
are herdsmen. The following is a brief aooount of the principal 
manufactures and industries of the distriot. 

The ooal industry is naturally muoh the most noticeable Coal, 
feature of the trade and commeroe of the distriot. In spite 
of the difficulties caused by the soaroity of labour and the short- 
age of wagons the industry has made very rapid strides of late 
years, and the number of miues rose from 37 in 1881 to 160 
in 1901. In 1903 there were 110 mines with an Output of 

2.769.000 tons, the number of work-people employed being 30,666, 
and in spite of the reoent depression in trade the output has now 
(1909) increased to 3,414,628 and the number of work-people 
employed in the industry to 51,188. Most of the ooal is sent by 
rail to (Calcutta, and from there it is exported in large quantities 
to Colombo and Bombay. The miners are generally Bauris 
from Burdwfin itself or Bant&ls, who have immigrated from the 
neighbouring districts. It is quite oommon for all the members 
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of a family to work in the same mine, and as a man’s average 
wage is 12 annas a day the work-people are fairly prosperous. 
A fall aooount of the R&nlganj coal-field is given in Chapter IX. 

The disoovery of coal and iron has naturally led to the 
establishment of factories in the neighbourhood of the collieries, 
and some of the most important industrial undertakings in 
Bengal are to be found in the Asansol subdivision. 

The iron ore of the R&nlganj field consists maiuly of a day 
iron ore somewhat altered at the surface and occurs in consider- 
able abundanoo in the iron stone shale group of the lower division 
of the Gondwana system. The proximity of good coking coal 
at Bar&kar led to the formation there in 1874 of a company 
under the title of “ The Bengal Iron Company ” to work the ore. 
The Company, however, oollapsed after five years and the concern 
was bought over by Government. It was afterwards sold to the 
Bengal Iron and Steel Company. These works are situated on 
the grand chord line of the East Indiau Railway, a few miles 
from Asansol. They oonsist essentially of blast furnaoes and a 
foundry. There are three blast furnaoes whioh are all of the 
same type, with oup-and-coue arrangement for feeding and 
closing the mouth, and the hot blast is supplied by five tuyeres 
to each furnace. The blast is heated by Cowper stoves, of whioh 
there are eight. The ooke for the furnaces is at present largely 
obtained from Jherria, though it is seriously under consideration 
by tho firm to make all their own ooke so as to ensure uniformity 
of quality. The large percentage of ash in Indian coal and coke 
is one of the difficulties whioh b?set the producer of pig-iron in 
this country. The ore is obtained over a considerable area in tho 
Bengal coal-fields, and very different grade ores are obtained from 
the various workings. The ores all contain the iron in the form 
of F& 2 aud O3 and some, e.g., the Kalimali ores, are high grade 
and contain os muoh as Go per cent. iron. The majority, how- 
ever, oontain a high percentage of silica, often as muoh as 20 per 
oent. With the present system of working, the various ore9 are 
mixed so as to feed the furnace with a material of constant pro- 
portions. The Company are, however, prepared to work with 
purer ore in one furnace so as to produoe a haematite pig suitable 
for add-hearth steel-making, if there is sufficient demand. Tho 
limestone used oomes from Sutna. 

The foundry which is dose to the blast furnaoes produces 
about 15,000 tons of oaetings per annum and is capable of mak- 
ing from 25,000 to 30,000 tons. The Bar&kar pig only is used 
for tho foundries. Tho bulk of tho costings are pipes and 
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potsleepers, but a number of small and intrioate oastiugs are also 
made. At Bar&kar there is also a steal-producing and rolling 
plant (two 25-ton basic open-hearth furnace* and rolling plant to 
correspond) which was put up and oommenoed work in 1904, but 
was closed down and is now lying idle.* 

The total quantity of iron produced during 1908 was 
48,906 tons valued at Bs. 27,18,626. The average number of 
operatives, employed daily, was 2.934, and most of them were 
housed in ooolie lines near the factory. The system of working is 
by shifts in the iron works and blast furnaces, and by midday 
stoppages in the foundry. About 1,700 persons are daily 
employed in iron mining, in order to procure a supply of the 
mineral for the iron and steel works at Bar&kar. The ore is 
found (1) in thin alluvial deposits and soil at a number of plaoes, 
(2) as masses of bmmatite and magnetite in metamorphio rooks 
at Kalimati in Singbhum, (3) in the ironstone shales of the 
B&nfganj coal-field. The alluvial deposits were at one time 
worked by natives. The B&nlganj ore is in the form of 
oarbonate at depth, but it readii) weathers and at the surface con- 
sists of haematite and limonita. The beds vary from 2 to 8 iuohes 
in thiokness and form 1-17 of the whole series, whioh is 1,000 
feet thick. About 50,000 tons of ore were won in 1901 from 
shallow trenches and pits. The success of the industry depends 
in a great measure on the coking qualities of the Bengal ooal. 
The coke hitherto made in the B&niganj coal-field is inferior 
in quality, but both Giridih and Jherria furnish a hard ooke 
suitable for blast furn&oes, though rather high in ash. 

There is als* a small branch iron works at Bar&kar estab- 
lished by Messrs. John King and Company, Engineers and 
Founders of Howrah, The outturn is very small and for 1908-09 
was valued at Bs. 11, '450 only. 

In oonneotion with their pottery works at Baniganj, Messrs. 
Burn and Company have opened lime-works at AndBl and brick 
and tile works at Durgapur. At the B&nlganj pottery, the only 
pottery in Bengal whioh is conducted on a large soale on western 
methods, the olavs whioh are used are chiefly obtaiaed from the 
ooal measures of the neighbourhood and consist of decomposed 
shales. The works were oommenoed in 1866 by a Mr. Moodonald, 
and were taken over by Messrs. Burn and Company in 1869, 
The outturn in 19o9 was valued at Bs. 3,18,467 and the number 
of operatives employed averaged 938. The work-people am for 
the most part housed in coolie lines near the faotoiy, and the 


• Monograph on Iron and Steel Works In Bengal, by G. B. Watoon, Calcutta, 
1907 . 
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monthly wages paid for skilled labour vary from Rs. 15 for a 
potter to Rs. 20 for a fitter. The system of working is by mid- 
day stoppages. Glazed drain pipes, bricks, tiles and every variety 
of pottery is manufactured. The outturn of the lime-works at 
And&l in 1909 was 138,361 maunds valued at Rs. 44,281, and 
68 hands were employed, while at the Durgapur Briok and Tile 
Works the outturn for the same year was valued at Rs. 46,896. 
At present the average number of hands employed daily is 208. 

The other important faotories in the district are the Bengal 
Paper Mills at R&nfganj opened in 1891, which during 1909 
employed 1,074 hands and made 5,394 tons of paper valued at 
Rs. 16,36,119, and the Bengal Dyers and Skinners Company. 
The latter Company in 1900 opened works at Bansra near 
R&nlganj and manufacture a tanning extract from myrobolams 
which is exported to Scotland. In 1909 the outturn was 293 tons 
valued at Rs. 35,160 and 76 operatives were employed. There 
are largo railway works at Asansol and the Locomotive shop 
here employs on an average 113 hands. Finally there are 
seven oil mills in the district which are worked by meohanioal 
power. The outturn during 1909 was 43,935 maunds of oil and 
97,552 maunds of oil-cake valued at Rs. 7,42,787 and Rs. 1,54,563, 
respectively. 

Mamcfac- The silk-weaving industry, although a declining one, is still 

Touts. fairly prosperous, and during 1908-09 the total output was 70,000 

Tala?™ 1 yards of tasar and 48,430 yards of silk, valued at Rs. 76,000 and 

Weaving. Rs. 37,679, respectively. It is oarried on at B&gtikra, Musthali, 
and Ghoran&Bli in the Katwa subdivision and at Memftri, Jag- 
dab&d, and P&nchkola in the Sadar. Tasar cocoons are not 
reared looally but are imported from the Sant&l Parganas and 
from Orissa. The tasar doth produced at B&gtikra and 
Memfiri is of exoellent quality, and is exported as far as 
Madras and Bombay, where there is a considerable demand for 
it, but most of the cloth produced elsewhere is sold looally. The 
silk is made into pieces with embroidered edges whioh are used 
for dhutis , s&ris, ch&dars , napkins and mooka (turbans). They 
are sold preferably to doalers of native firms wbo come round 
and the prioes average about Rs. 8 or 9 for a pieoe of garad 
silk 10 oubits long and Rs. 7 or 8 for a piece of tasar silk of the 
same length. In some oases the Mahtijans advanoe the money to 
the weavers to buy yam from the dealers and then buy the silks 
when* manufactured. A few of the weavers bring their produce 
into Burdw&n and by thus avoiding the middlemen make better 
profits. The majority of the K&twa silk goes to Calcutta where- 
it is sold or exported. The Muhammadans of Madras who use 
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long pieoes 21 feet by 3 feet for their turbans are the largest 
consumers. The following account of the industry is taken from 
Mr. N. G. Mukerjee's Monograph on the Silk Fabrios of Bengal.* 

“In the K&lna subdivision no weaving is carried on, but 
cocoons are reared to a certain extent, and a good deal of tasar 
yam is also manufactured. Cocoons are raised at 8erampur, 
Kaknail and Khaiduttpara. Spinning is carried on at the above- 
mentioned villages, and also at Satni, Sigubagh, Hamedpur, 
Gaohee, Pathangram, Khanpor, Hat Tare, Nakdaha and 
Hapania. Employment is given to about 3,000 people, mostly 
engaged in cultivation, who eke out their agrioulture by raising 
cocoons and by spinning the thread. By oaste they are chiefly 
Satgopes, Ohand&ls, Gandhabanias or Mussalmans. 

“ The yarn oosts about Rs. 15 to Rs. 16 a seer. This is 
manufactured into articles which sell at the rate of Re. 8 or Rs 9 
per piece of 10 cubits, of which 2£ to 3 pieces can be manufac- 
tured in a month, and the average net income of a weaver would 
thus be Rs. 8 to Re. 12 a month. Oarad silk requires more skill 
and care than tasar silk but the wages obtained are quite as high. 
The cocoons cost Rs. 12, and Rs 2 go to the women for making 
the yarn, and there are incidental expenses for dyeing, etc., 
which make the cost about Rs. 15 a seer, which is about the same 
as for tasar silk. The same quantity is woven, and pieoes 7 
cubits long are turned out to the number of three to four per 
month. It is said that a thoroughly energetic and skilful man 
oould make Rs. 15 a month, but, on the other hand, the ordinary 
weaver’s wages are nearer the lower limit than the higher. 

“ The caste rank of the weavors is fairly high, being inferior 
only to Br&hmans, Baidyas, and Rayasthos. Financially their 
position is not very high, and is sinking along with their 
industry. In the Kfitwa subdivision, tasar cocoon-rearing, silk- 
spinning and weaving are oarried on in the following villages : — 
Bftgtikra, Goalkanigi, Madhatpur, MusthSh, Amdanga, Ghoranash, 
Panohberia, Jagadianandapur, Chandal, Snbati, Multi, and 
Maygabhi. Employment is given to about 5,000 families. 

“ Various castes take part in the growing and spinning, but 
the weavers are Tftntis of the Navasak caste, which is only in- 
ferior to Br&hmans, Baidyas, and Kayasthas. No ooooons from 
whioh resam or garad might be manufactured are grown in this 
subdivision or imported : all importations are in the form of yarn. 
Ooooons for tasar silk manufacture are grown at K&lna along the 
banks of the river, and are also imported from various places, of 
which Ohaibassa in Smghbhum is the most favoured. Sonamuki 


•Calcutta, 1903. 
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in Binkuri, Hunsongoon in Cuttaok, and some places in the 
Santll Pargsnaa also send coooons. Those are imported by TTriya 
merchants and also by traders from B&jgr&m, B&nkuri and 
elsewhere: at K&twa there are also a few merohants who import. 

44 The coooons are of various classes, viz. — 

(1) Doha , the best quality, ootnes exclusively from Ohaibassa 
in SinghbhSm ; one kahan makes two seers of yam. Its prioe is 
Bs. 10-8 to Its. 12*8 for one kahan = 1,280 ooooons. 

(2) Bagai f whioh also oomes from Singhbhum, produces 1} to 
1} seers of yam per kahan , and its prioe is Bs. 7-12 to Bs. 9 
per kahan . 

(8) The mugo 9 whioh comes from Hazaribagh, produoes 1J to 
If seers of yarn per kahan , and its prioe is Rs. 7 to Bs. 8-8 per 
kahan . 

(4) Jaidui or winter oocoon is a quality imported from various 
places in the cold weather : it produoes only 12 to 13 ohitaks 
of yarn per kahan f and is sold at Bs. 3 to Bs. 5 per Jkahan. 

44 Tarn for tasar manufacture is prepared in the following 
way : — 

If the ooooons are not dead, they are hung in a doth over 
boiling water until they become so. After being dried in the 
sun, they are plaoed in a vessel oontaining water, cattle-urine, and 
potash or aaji water (the former being preferred at K&twa, the 
latter in the Badar) and boiled for about an hour. As they 
beoome soft they are taken out and peeled by the finger and 
plaoed in a stone vessel. The spinning is done by the women of 
the family, while the males weave or engage in other oooupations. 
The spinner takes hold of. the cocoon and pinches it and draws 
out the clue. The thread is wound on to a bamboo frame ( latai ) 
whioh is held in the right hand. The ooooons are kept on the left 
side of the spinner, and as the thread passes over the right thigh, 
it is twisted with the left hand before it passes on the latai . The 
women manage to weave about two seers of yarn a month, and they 
sell the best quality yarn for Rs. 12} to Bs. 14 a seer. As the prioe 
at whioh they purohased the ooooons of the best sort was Bs. 10-8 
to Bs. 12-8, their average monthly earnings are rather under 
Bs. 2. One anua a day is about the rate of wages prevalent.” 
Cottou The cotton weaving industry, although declining rapidly as a 
weaving. re sult of European and Indian competition, still affords employ- 
ment to a considerable number of weavers. The chief centres of 
the industry are Purbasth&li, K&lna and Manteswar, and in 
these three plaoes nearly 2,000 persons were daily employed as 
weavers during 1908-09. There are * so cotton weaving establish- 
ments at Iohagram, near Mem&ri and at B&h&durpur, Baje, Itta* 
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and Srikriflhtapur in thana Jam&lpur. At Ichapur only coarse 
cloths and napldns are prepared, bat at the other places men* 
tioned very fine oloths are made. The produoe is usually sent 
to Howrah, but there is some local consumption. The dietriot 
outturn of oottou cloth for the same year was 2,686,400 yards, 
▼slued at Bs. 2,81,978. In 18s>8 the Collector reported as follows 
on this industry : — 

“In the K&twa subdivision the cotton industry is carried 
on principally by the weaver CAste among the Hindus. On 
aooount of the wide use of European piece-goods, which are 
cheaper and finer in quality, the indigenous industry is gra- 
dually disappearing. Large numbers of weavers have abandoned 
their looms and have taken up other pursuits. Indeed, very few 
families are to be found now who are wholly engaged in weav- 
ing alone. Their present number does not admit of any appre- 
ciable comparison with that which existed in the past, and, as 
suoh, no endeavours have been made to oolleot figures indicat- 
ing the numbers now engaged in this distriot.” 

These remarks still hold good. It is true that the Swadeshi 
movement has created a desire among the eduoated classes to 
support home industries. But economically it seems impossible 
that the hand-loom should ever compete successfully with machi- 
nery. There are 65 fly-shuttle looms in use at K&lna and they 
have also been intioduced into the Asansol subdivision with 
some success. Elsewhere, although the looms have been intro- 
duced. they are not popular. 

Iron utensils are made locally throughout the distriot. The iuoir. 
most common type of blacksmith, the man who has not specialised 
in any branch of liis trade, requires next to no tools or outfit. A 
hearth, a bellows to supply a blast to the fire, an anvil, a few 
pairs of tongs, a few hammers, and a cold chisel complete his 
outfit. His work is entirely carried on in a small shanty not 
more than 10 feet by 10 feet. The ordinary village blaoksmith 
in Burdw&n is usually paid by contraot for repairing the agricul- 
tural implements of the village and often in kind, but for the 
manufacture of new implements he is paid in money and accord- 
ing to the price of the article. _ 

^The manufacture of outlery is carried on m Burdw&n town. 

The following is an aooount of the process of manuiaoture in 
what ore probably the best cutlery shops in Bengal :• 

u The blade of a knife, or scissors, is first of all fashioned by 
the blaoksmith. His implements are an anvil, bellows, a hammer, 

• — • Monograph on Iron and Steel Work* in Bengal, by G. K. Wtteon, Calcutta, 

1807. 
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chisel, and a pair of pincers. He heats the iron or steel in the 
fomaoe and beats it to the required shape and size on the anvil. 
A skilful blacksmith can thus fashion 72 knife blades during 
the oourse of the day, two inohes to three inohes in length, by a 
quarter of an inch in breadth. The blaofcsmitli then hands 
the rough blades to the grinders and polishers. 

“ There are two kinds of hones for grinding, polishing, and 
sharpening blades. The first is of ordinary sand found on the 
banks of rivers and is used for rough work. The second is of very 
fine grit, obtained by crushing wiiat appears to be a very dose 
grained sandstone, called locally 1 kruioh pdthar . 9 The solid 
wheel is about 15 inches in diameter, and its polishing edge is 
about a quarter of an inoh in breadth. The cutler squats on his 
hems over the revolving polishing wheel, takes the knife or 
soissor blade in both hands and applies it to the revolving edge of 
the polishing and sharpening wheel, dipping the blade in odd 
water, whenever it becomes too hot to hold. The skilled artisan 
does the preliminary polishing and grinding on the sand wheel. 
He then makes over the blade to a confrere who proceeds to 
apply it to the ‘ kruich pdlhar 9 polishing and sharpening wheel . 
When the blade is sufficiently sharp and polished, it is handed 
over to another artisan, who fixes it in a vioe, drills the neoes- 
sary holes, shapes the brass, horn, or ivory for the handle, and 
fixes the blade thereto. The brass is in thin sheets, and is readily 
out with a pair of steel shears made in the workshop. The horn, 
or ivory, is cut with a saw made locally or imported. It is 
shaped with a file and fixed to the blade. The horn or ivory is 
also highly polished by 'rubbing it in a mixture of briok dust, 
oharcoal and oil. Finally, the knife is again polished on th.e*krukh 
p&thar 9 hone. In the case of a highly skilled artisan the polish 
is mirror-like, and equal to that of the imported article ; the edge 
is also equally keen and fine. The operation in the ease of a 
scissor blade is somewhat different. The blade and thumb-ring 
are polished and rounded on the revolving hones. The blade is 
then fixed in a vioe, and the operator proceeds to polish the ring 
and the lower parts with an instrument called a ‘ maskolla ’. The 
holes for screws and nails are drilled with an instrument oalled a 
'bhumar 9 . This is a steel drill made in the workshop; it is 2 or 
3 inches in length and is fixed to a round wooden handle about 
8 or 10 inohes in length. It is a pointed instrument, and when 
worked with a bow rapidly bores its way through brass, horn, 
ivory, iron and steel. 

“ In the case of the razor blade the prooess is identical. The 
blaoksmith gives it birth on the anvil ; it is then passed over to 
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the polisher and tho driller. But very few artisans make razors, 
and only one or two outlers lay olaim to bo able to fashion razor 
blades of superfine quality. The brittle natare of the steel t and 
the delieacy of the blades, demand an exquisite judgment and 
gentleness of touch on the revolving hone. A good razor blade 
has also to be manipulated with great patience; the skilled 
artizan working from morning till evening oannot turn out more 
than two such blades a day : and his profit is not more than 4 
annas per rupee. The price of these blades varies according to 
size and quality from Be. 1-4 upwards. 

“ The final polishing is done with briok-dust, oharcoal and oil. 

The revolving hones last a month and a half in the oase of the 
Bind wheel and 3 months in the cose of the 6 kruiih pdthar 9 
wheel. In large workshops half-a-dozen such wheels may be seen 
spinning, so that the blacksmith is frequently under the necessity 
of making fresh ones. Dies for stamping the artizan’s name on 
the heel of the blade are made of steel locally ; and I have no 
doubt that an unscrupulous artizan is able to forge the trade-mark 
and name of a European cutler.” 

The industry is not in a particularly flourishing condition and 
the oooupation is said to be unhealthy. During 1908-09 the out- 
turn of cutlery for the district was 1,458 dozen. 

Brass and bellmetal ware is manufactured on a large soale in Bbasb. 
the district at Banpas in the head-quarters subdivision and at 
D&inhat and Begrunkhotfc in Katwa. The brassware industry in 
the latter subdivision is however declining, as, owing to the silting 
up of the BhSgirathi, there is great difficulty in exporting the 
manufactured articles. The wares manufactured at Banpas are 
preferred for their superior polish and make. During 1909 the 
outturn was estimated at 6,401 maunds valued at Bs. 2,80,306. 

Airis are manufactured at Asansol and it is reported that 
they are gradually taking the place of oigarettes. Mats are made tbibs* 
in considerable numbers in the neighbourhood of Furb&sthali and 
220 persons were engaged in this manufacture in 1908. There 
are flour-mills in Asansol and B&niganj, and ioe and aerated 
water are manufactured for looal consumption at Burdw&n, 
Asansol, B&nlganj and Sit&r&mpur. Earthen pots are made 
in every village for looal consumption, and molasses and oil and 
oil-oake are also manufactured looAlly. At Dainh&t and Katwa 
there are four families of * soulptors who oarve Hindu idols in 
blank and white stone which is imported. The work is not of 
« high olass. The finished artioles are mostly sold looslly, but 
are occasionally exported to Oaloutta. At Nilpur, a suburb of 
Bordw&n town, mosquito curtains of ootfcon thread are made by the 
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Muhammadan weavers, whioh are imported in some quantity to 
Calcutta. Indigo was formerly manufactured on a considerable 
scale in the E&lna and Bad-bud thfinas, and so late as 1877 the 
area under cultivation was estimated at 16,500 aores and the out- 
turn at 1,640 maunds. Most of theBurdw&n factories were under 
native management and as they failed to secure uniformity in tbe 
colour of their indigo, the price obtained for the dye in Calcutta 
was usually only between XU. 100 and Bs. 200 a maund even in 
the best days of the industry. It has now praotioally died out 
entirely* 

Excluding coal and iron the chief artioles of export are # rioe, 
pulses of all sorts, rape- seeds, and oil and oil-oake, while the 
imports are English and Indian ootton pieoe-goods, salt, spices, 
kerosine-oil and castor-oil. The imports and exports are mostly 
to and from Caloutta, but there is a considerable export of grain 
to the west. The distriot is very well provided with com- 
munications and most of the important marts enjoy ample facilities 
for export and import by rail, road, or river. The ohief centres 
of trade are the towns of B&niganj, Asansol and Burdwin, and 
the railway stations at Mem&ri, M&nkur, Panagar and Guskh&ra 
whioh are important distributing centres. A considerable trade 
in timber is oarried on in the towns of Burdwin and Banlganj. 
The wood is brought from the forests near ChaibaBsa, G^akra- 
dharpur, and Maurbhanj by rail, and is chiefly s&l. The import- 
ance of Efttwa and Kalna, which were formerly regarded as the 
ports of the district, has deolined sinoe the opening of the East 
Indian Bailway on whioh the great bulk of the trade is now 
oarried. A small proportion, however, is still carried by ziver, and 
the sliting up of the Bhagirathi below Eatwa has affeoted the 
trade of that town seriously. The town is served by steamers for 
a portion of the year when there is sufficient water in the river. 
During the rest of the year its trade is carried by oarts or country 
boats and a good deal is sent by the Ban&ghat-Murshidabad line. 
The Eatwa fine from Hoogli, which is now under construction, 
will probably stimulate further developments. The internal 
trade of the distriot is mostly oarried on by means’ of permanent 
marketa and also by hdts and fairs. 

The steady extension of the ooal industry and the industrial 
development whioh has resulted from it has naturally led to the 
standardisation of weights in the district. In Asansol, Ui nlgapj 
and Burdw&n, the three ohief industrial centres, the only weight 
in uae is the standard ***** of 80 tolds. Elsewhere and for 
agricultural produoe generally the seer commonly in use is the 
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so-called kacha seer of 60 tolds. This is used in Burdwin 
for agrioultural produce and in most of the prinnipal marts suoh as 
Ausgr&m, RainS, Mantes war, Jam&lpur, Khandaeosh, Satg&chia, 
and Galsi At some of the principal markets both seers are used; 
for instance, at Ksksa, Purbasth&li, Mem&ri and 8&hebganj ooal 
and oil-cake are sold by the standard seer and agricultural 
produce, fish, and sweetmeats by the kacha seer. At K&twa four 
seers are leported to be used of 5*, 60, 80, and 82$ kolas. 

The standard cubit (Ji&th) is now everywhere 18 inches. 
As regards Government lands it appears to have been converted 
from tiie old cubit of 20 inches by an order of the Board of 
Revenue in 1849. The cultivators however usually claim the old 
cubit of 20 inches called by them the Stkandari hath , after, it 
is said, some long-armed Muhammadan of thatlname. Measure- 
ments, exoept in the Government estates, are very uncommon. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE BANIGANJ COAL FIELD. 

Habit The first Englishman to disoover the existence of coal in 

discovbb- Bengal was probably Mr. Suetonius Grant Heatly who, in 1774, 
was the Collector of Chotft Nagpur and Palamau. In that year 
he and a Mr. John Sumner obtained from Warren Hastings 
a lioense empowering them to work coal mines in “ Paohete atd 
Birbhum.” A Mr. Redferne subsequently joined the firm whioh 
as Sumner, Heatly and Redferne applied for and obtained the 
exclusive right, for a period of 18 years, to work and sell ooal in 
Bengal and its dependencies. It addition to paying a Govern- 
ment royalty of one-fifth of the value of all the ooal raised by 
them, they also agreed to supply Government with ten thousand 
maunds of ooal a year for a period of five years. Under this 
agreement the firm in 1775 announced the arrival of 2,500 
maunds or 19£ tons of Panohet ooal, and asked that it should 
be taken over. This appears to be the first oooasion on whioh 
Bengal ooal in any large quantity was brought into the market. 
The ooal however was not taken over until 1777 when upon a 
seoond application from the firm the Commissary of Stores was 
direoted to examine and report upon it. 

In 1777 about tho same time Farquhar and Motte asked 
permission “ to bore cannon and to oast shot and shell in the 
district of Jherria, lying between the rivers Dammuda and 
Bar&kar.” They gave as their reason for the selection of that 
looality that it 14 abounds in iron ore and is contiguous to the ooal 
mine of Messrs. Sumner and Heatly.” Unfortunately the ooal 
Heatly produoed was reported as being much inferior to that of 
England. In fact the Commissary of Stores, as the result of 
a series of experiments, came to the oondusion that it was only 
half as good as English ooal and it was returned to the firm. 
This oirouxnstanoe, together with the indifference of Lord 
Cornwallis to measures calculated to develop the internal resources 
or promote the external oommeroe of India, led to the negleot 
and apathy that characterised the first few years of ooal fnfafag in 
Lidia. Mr. Heatly was afterwards transferred and it is doubtfu 
whether any more of the ooal was aotually brought into the 
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midst. The mines first worked by him are said to have been 
six in number, three of which were at Aituria, Ohinakuri, and 
Damulia, and the others farther west near the Bar&kar In his 
Wild Sports in the East (1808), Williamson alludes to Indian 
ooal, but says that the Company “ finds it easier to send ooal 
from England, as ballast, to their arsenals abroad, where quanti- 
ties are occasionally used in fusing metals for casting ordnanoes.” 
Bat none of the early European travellers in IndiA make any 
mention ot ooal, prior to the first decade of the 19th oentury. 
This is abundantly exemplified by the silence of Milburn (Or. 
Comm., 1813) and of Maopherson (Hist Europ. Comm. Ind., 
1812), two authors who were certain to havo had chapters on 
Indian coal and India’s requirements in ooal had these been ques- 
tions of public importance at the time in whioh they wrote. 

In 1808 the Indian Directors of the East India Company 
actually complained of the heavy charges involved by the indents 
*or ooal made by their Indian representatives, and they accord- 
ingly reoommended an enquiry whether oharooal could not be 
substituted ; and if not, they further recommended the transfer- 
enoe of the ordnance works to England. The Earl of Minto, 
who was at the time Governor General of India, directed that 
Indian coal should be submitted to aotual tests by the military 
authorities in India, and further experiments were accordingly 
made by Colonel Hardwicke. His report however, was again very 
unfavourable, and the subject of coal for a time dropped out of 
notice. But in 1814 the Marquis of Hastings once more urged 
on the Military Board the desirability of ascertaining bej’ond 
donbt “ whether the ooal of India was of a quality oaloulated 
for the purpose of the forge.” He also announced that a fully 
qualified person would be appointed to examine the mines, who 
would be furnished with the neoessary apparatus to make 
borings and who woald, for experimental purposes, proouTe a 
supply of ooal from such a depth as to ensure that it would 
represent the average quality. Previous experiments wore thus 
discredited owing to the ooal used having been obtained from 
the surface and therefore much deteriorated. 

By this time apparently ooal was being regularly conveyed by 
boot down the D&mudar river to Calcutta, and we hear ct a 
Calcutta merchant having commenced to use Bengal coal notwith- 
standing the unfavourable reports published by the Military 
Board,* 

• The Commercial Products of Indies Sir George Watt, John Murray, London, 
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The expert deputed by Government was a Ur. Bnpert Jones 
who was sent from England on purpose to examine the Bengal 
ooal fields, and his report (written in 4 18l5) will be found in the 
Asiatik Researches (1838, XVIII). Mr. Jones redisoovered 
Mr Heatly’s workings and also found the seam at R&nlganj 
whioh later in 1815 or 1816 he began to work on his own 
aooount. His report was on the whole favourable, and showed 
that Bengal ooal might very well be used for many of the pur- 
poses for whioh English ooal was being imported. But he did 
not himself realise the full value of his investigations. He fore- 
told inoreased prosperity to Oaloutta, through the ooal he had 
discovered being a better and more eoonomioal fuel for burning 
the Sylhet limestone than the firewood then in use, but appar- 
ently he knew little of the great revolution steam was destined 
to effect, nor of the imperative necessity of an abundant 
and oheap supply of ooal for commercial and industrial 
prosperity. 

Pint Mr. Jones received an advance from Government cf 

Indira Rs, 40,000, on easy terms, to enable him to work the seam dis- 

Company. ooyere( j a £ Rfcnfganj, but- in 1820 he oame utterly to grief. 
Failing in other undertakings he was unable to repay the loan 
and his securities, Messrs. Alexander and Company, an agenoy 
house, were required to make it good. They accordingly paid the 
demand and in return took over the leases of the ground on whioh 
the mine was situated and became the owners of the oolliery. 
This the JbUnigauj mine, the first regularly constituted Indian 
mine under European supervision and oapital in Bengal, was 
opened in 1 ' 20. 

Formation Other mines under European management were opened in 
quiok succession. In 1823 the Uhiuakuri oolliery was started 

Coafcom* by Mr. Betts on the site of Mr. Heatly’s old workings. In 
1824 Messrs. Jessop and Company opened the Damulia miue, and 
in 1830 Mr. Horn fray of that firm opened the Ohanoh and Nuohi- 
bad mines. In 1835 Messrs. Alexander aud Company failed and 
the R&ulganj mine with all the land and buildiugB passed into 
the hands of babu Dwarkanath Tagore. The mine was then 
worked by the firm of Carr, Tagore aud Company who in 1837 
purchased the Chinakuri mine, in the same year Narayankuri» 
Ohanoh, and Nuohibad passed into the hands of Messrs. Gilmore, 
Homfray and Company, and in 1843 the concerns of Carr, Tagore 
and Company and of Gilmore, Homfray and Company were 
amalgamated into the Bengal Coal Company, which has retained 
the property ever sinoe and whioh still owns many of the most 
extensive collieries in the Blnlganj field. 
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In 1889 the output was 36,000 tons, and by 1846 this had Shbsi. 
risen to 91,000 tons. Still little progre^ was made till ^ha Q,,,IN,, 
construction of the East Indian Railway in 1854 tapped .lie coal MK y T . 
fields. But even then the proerr ss was but sow until the jute 
mills a»«d fae f ories of Calcutta created a demnul for the coni. In 
1857-58 which was apparent 1\ the firsi year ot especially reeoided 
production, 293, 0i>0 tons weie ^aken tiom the Indian mines and 
92,009 tons impoitcd. From that date the prosperity of the 
Bengul coal-field was assured. The dennud ‘or the coal which 
has aptly been termed ‘ the dnect expression of a rapidly 
expanding modern commerce'’ has increasi d l>v h-aps and hounds. 

In 1868 tho output wa^ 159,900 tons : in l"^, 925 0 A 0 tons ; in 
1898, 4 6 <j 8,000 tons; in 1904, 8,348,0 »() tons; in 1906, 9,784,^P0 
tons; and in 1908, 12,149,000 tons, of which amount tho Bengal 
mines supplied 1 1,550,000 or 95 15 p ( .r oent. In 1885 there were 
95 mines, oi which 90 were in Bengal ; in 1900 fheie were 286 
in operation, ot which 271 were in Bengal; in 1906 there were 
307 of which 274 w<ro in Bengal; nml in 1908 there were 583 
of whieli 529 were in Bengal. The greatest development has 
taken place in the Ivaniganj and Jheiriu fields, where thecollmrieR 
are only 120 to 100 miles irom Calcutta. For 19« 2 the output 
ior the Bauiganj field totalled over thiee million tons from 155 
mine* employing II, « 00 persons daily .md ly 1906 this had risen 
to 3,650,000 tons. The total output ot coal from tho mines in the 
district in 190.) wa*> 3,414,000 tons and the number of work people 
employed in the industry was 51 000.* 

The railways consume one-third of the total output of Indian 
oo.il; and as Calcutta is the only important distributing port, the 
state of the Calcutta market is a tiue index to the state of the 
Indian coal trade. It can now be affirmed that India is rapidly 
approaohing the state of being able to meet all her own wants for 
fuel. The imports of foreign coal into Calcutta were 70,050 tons 
in 1880, but by 1901 had dwindled down to 2,000 tons. The 
exports to foreign parts amounted to 8 tons in 1880, 26,000 tons 
in 1890, a quarter of a million in 1897, and more than half a 
million in 1901. English coal still competes with Indian ooal at 
Bombay ; for, although Indian ooal can be bought in Caloutta 
for Bs. 7 per ton, the Bteamer freight and other oharges raise its 
price to Ks. 1 5 at Bombay, and English ooal of better quality can 
be bought for Bs. 17 per ton, Indian ooal reaohes Suez on the 
west and Singapore on the east, where it competes with Japanese 
ooal. The imports into India generally have been shrinking 
steadily for years and in 1903-04 were one-fourth of the quantity 
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♦ taken nine years previously* And of these imports Bombay-— a 

* province remote from the Indian mines — oonsumes by far the 
major portion, viz., 148,311 tons out of the total of 179,935 tons 
in 1905-06 England, Australia and Japan are the supplying 
countries. But a new trade has arisen, namely in ooal exported 
to Indian Ocean ports — a traffio that it would seem is instantly 
stimulated and peimanently strengthened by the strikes and other 
aooidental causes which in Europe and Japan tend to raise the 
price of coal. A vivid conception of the present magnitude and 
importance of the Indian ooal industry may be had from the 
oircumstanoe that in 1908 the output came to over 12 million 
tons, while the outputs of both Canada and Australia were eaon 
under 9 million tons. But a still more significant fact may be 
added in oonclusion, namely, that Indian ooal is the cheapest in 
the world. The average pitmouth price was in 1902, Rs. 2-12 
(3«. 8d.) and in 1906, Rs. 2-15 (3s. lid.) per ton, while in the 

The Ra- United States the corresponding average price was 5*. 3\d. y in 
niganj Australia 7s. 9 d, in the United Kingdom 8*. 2§rf, in Germany 8«. 
field. lO^r/., in Canada 9s. 3d ., and in New Zealand 10s.* 

The most valuable of the ooal fields in Bengal are patohes of 
Gondwana strata faulted into the Arohacan schists and gneisses 
and arranged as a baud roughly east to west along the valley of 
the D&mud<ir river. The easternmost of these fields, known as 
the R&niganj field, being the nearest to Calcutta, and conse- 
quently the earliest to be connected by railway with the ohief 
market for ooal, was the first to be opened up, and is still the 
ohief producer. Coal v was worked in this field more than a 
century ago, but its output merely supplied looal require- 
ments until the East Indian Railway enteied the field in 1854. 
The Gondwana system is represented in the Ranfganj field by 
beds ranging from the Talcher series to the Panchets, the strata 
being so disposed, with a general southerly dip, that the oldest 
rooks are f curd resting on the 'Arohaean gneisses on the northern 
boundary of the field, while the younger series follow in order 
as bands, with outorops tending roughly east and west until in 
the south the Panohets are found as irregularly shaped outliers. 
The ooal is oonfined to the Damadar series, whioh in this field is 
divided into : — 

Ft. 

1. Barakar stage ... ... 2,000 

2. Iron-stone shales about ... 1,400 

3. R&niganj stage about ... 5,000 

• The Commercial Products of India: Sir George, Watt, John Murray, London, 
1908. 
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Goal seams ooour in the Bar&kar and Ranlganj stages, and in 
this field about 69 per cent, of the total output is obtained from the 
younger or Raulganj seams. The formation lying between is 
worked for its clay iron-stone nodules, which are used in the blast 
furnaces at the Barakar iron-works. Goal from the older 
Bar&kar seams differs from that raised from the Ranlganj stage Composi- 
in containing a smaller percentage of moisture and volatile Rani^nj 
hydrocarbons, with a larger proportion of fixed carbon. The and Bara- 
distinotion is specially constant in regard to the included moisture. kar coals * 
Barakar coals yield very nearly 1 per cent, of moisture, while 
the average amount in a series of assays of samples froru the 
lower seams of the it aniganj stage is 3 81, and froru the upper 
seam of the stage 6 86 per cent. 

The seams vary up to 95 feet in thiokness, and the portions Methods 
worked vary from 2 feet 6 inches to 45 feet thick. The systems m™ 0 ** 
of work differ, though all are of the pillar and stall type. As a 
rule a quarry is commenced at the outorop ; and as it pays to 
remove a large overburden from thiok seams, a number of huge 
open excavations have been formed. When the cover overlying 
a seam is too thick to be economically removed, or when the 6eam 
is thin, galleries from 8 to 12 feet wide are driven both on the 
dip and along the strike of the seam leaving pillars of ooal, 
wliioh vary according to the caprice of the manager of the 
colliery, from 12 to 40 aud occasionally 100 feet square, the 
larger pdlars being loft in the case of thick seams or thiok cover. 

A system whioh provides for 12 feet galleries and 12 feet pillars 
yields at onoe three-fourths of the ooal but the remaining one- 
fourth, which is left in pillars, can seldom bo won. A system, 
allowing 12 feet galleries and 60 feet pillars, yields 30 per cent, 
of ooal in the first working and 70 per cent, is left in pillars, but 
unless the seam be more than 20 feet thiok a large proportion of 
this 70 per cent, can be obtained in the seoond working (“ pillar 
working” or 44 broken working Pillar working is mainly 
attempted in European-managed mines. There is always danger 
of a fire breakiug out in large areas of pillars. 

In driving galleries it is usual to start in the top of the seam 
with a height of 6 feet, and after this drive has advanoed some 
distance, to deepen it to the full height of the seam by outting 
out the remainder of the coal in successive steps. At a tew mines 
the galleries are commenced in the lower portion of the 6eam, and 
are heightened by dropping the coal left above. In the East 
Indian Railway oollieries in the Giridih coal-field a whole 44 aide 
of work” is extracted by a combination of the pillar and long 
wall methods. The lower portion of the seam is oat up into 
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pillars 6 feet in height, and the latter are thinned down till they 
are only just able to carry the weight of the overlying coal. 
These thinned pillars are theQ blown down by dynamite, and the 
top coal (17 feet thick), which comes away readily from a strong 
sandstone root', tails on the floor. When a large area of coal has 
been extracted, a rib of coal is left against the worked out portion* 
of goat, and a new set of workings formed from the goaf. 

Tho systems of raising the coal to the surface vary from the 
primitive method oi manual labour (».*., in baskets carried on the 
heads of coolie women) to hauling-sets of five or ten tubs on in- 
clines provided with raiJs set to gauges varying from 1 foot 9 
inches to 2 feet, or winding out of well-fitted shafts up to 640 
feet in depth by direct acting engines. At one colliery double- 
decked cages with four tubs have been introduced. All three 
methods are in vogue in the chief coal fields. 

A large number of the colliers are aboriginals, Santals, 
Muudas, Oraons or Kols, and the rest are semi-Ilinduized low 
castes among whom communities of Bauris, whc are nominally 
p>ilki bearers and cultivators, have been cutting coal for so many 
generations that they now regard it as the speoial function of 
their caste. The average output of coal per labourer is very 
low and in 1908 was only 101 tons as compared with 290 tons 
in the United Kingdom and 596 in the United States. 
“ Handling a miner’s tools is more a matter of skill than is 
generally supposed, and at present the Indian coal miner is a 
raw recruit and clumsy with l.is weapons.”* 

The underground work is performed at a fixed price per tub 
of co»»i by families or gangs of men, women and ohildrem who 
choose their own hours ot labour. Tbe mm out the coal and the 
women and children oarry and load it into tubs. As a rule 
they also push tbe tubs to the shatt or incline, but at one colliery 
110 horses and ponies are employed to “lead” the coal under- 
ground. A man oan out abour 2 4 tubs (l£ tons) of coal per 
day of eight hours, but he seldom works more than five days in 
the week, and strictly observes Hujas (religious festivals), while 
during the marriage season no work is dune. “ Apparently the 
Indian miner has not yet reaohed that stage of ambition when he 
wishes to iuorease his earnings. As by filling one tub per day 
he can obtain quite sufficient to meet all bis needs it does not 
dawn upon him that by filling three he might be steadily 
plaoing himself beyond the risk of want.” The coal cutters 
in Bengal can earn from 8 to 12 annas a day for underground 
work, while unskilled labourers on the surface earn only four 

• (Report of the Chief Inspector of Mines for 1906.) 
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to five annas a day. Women may earn from 1 to 2 annas 
and as a resalt of this high total income of a family there is a 
general rise of labour rates around all mining centres. Electrio 
lighting, eleotrio blasting, and electrio coal cutting are now being 
mtroduoed into some of the Bengal mines. In a very few mines 
safety lamps are used, but in the great majority no appreciable 
quantities of fire damp are found. Acoidents are also rare. 

There has been not only a very low death-rate from isolated 
acoidents in Indian coal mines but also a general alsenoeof 
those disasters which led in Europe to 6peoial legislation for the 
protection of the miners. During 1908, however, there was a 
serious falling off in this respeot and the death-rate per 1,000 
persons employed was 1*37 as corapured with ^6 in the preceding 
year. In his report the Chief Inspector of Mines writes : 44 I’he 
desire to inorease raisings, the frequent attempts to get easy coal 
regardless of sate conditions, partioulmly trespassing to rob 
pillars, the casual way in which work-people wander about 
the haulage roads in Bengal mines, and the large amount of 
untrained labour is responsible foi much of the increase.” 

For purposes of inspection the district of Burdwan together ivdpso- 
with the adjoining distnot of B&nkura is included in inspection TI0N 
oiroles Nos. 2 and 3. Circle iNo. 2 also includes all mines 
in the district of Manbhum east of Adra and (iobindpur and all 
mines in the district of Haz&rib&gh : it also inoludes all mines 
in Baluohistan, the United Provinces, the Punjab, and Ajmer- 
Merwara. Circle No. 3 includes the S&ntal Parganas, Birbhum, 
Bombay, the Central Piovinoes anu Madras* 

(Authorities. — The Commercial Pioducts of India, Sir George 
Watt : John Murray, London, 1908. Statistical Account ol 
Burdwan, Sir 'William Hunter. The Imperial Oazetteer of 
India, Vol. III. Beport of the Chief Inspector of Mines for 
1908.) 
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MEANS OP COMMUNICATION. 

The earliest road, in the modem sense of the word of whioh 
there is any trace in the distriot was the magnificent B&dshahi 
(royal) or military road, constructed by the Muhammadan con- 
querors, which ran from Midnapore through the town of Burdw&n 
to Rajmah&l, whence it was continued to Monghyr. The remains 
still exist in perfection in what is now the Birbhum distriot, just 
north of the Ajay. The road wus an embanked one, 75 yards in 
width, planted with trees and was aligned in perfectly straight 
sections between certain points chosen for their natural features, 
such as river crossings, or great tanks. At every eight miles a 
mosque was built, with an assignment of lands for its main- 
tenance. According to tradition the road was constructed by the 
Subahdars of Bengal in the 15th century, when their seat of 
Government was either at Pandua or Gaur. In the Burdwan 
district no bridges survive on this road, and the waterways which 
it traverses are so wide that it is not likely that their bridging 
was ev<r attempted. District roads follow this great roadway 
from the A fay through the police circle of Mangalkot to the 
metalled road from Guskhara ra.lway station to Nity an andpur 
on the Burdwan and Katwa road, and from Karjana, one of the 
mosque stations, to Burdwan. The Burdwan and Katwa road 
also is maintained along it for eight miles, whilst south of 
Burdwan the metalled road from that town to Midnapore 
adheres to its line. In the latter localities its distinctive oharaoter 
has been almost entirely lost, and its sides have beeu so much 
encroached on by cultivation that the present roadway is with 
difficulty maintained. The best preserved section of this grand 
old road, in whioh its original proportions oan be most fully 
appreciated, is the length of eight miles from Karjana to its 
intersection by the Guskhara metalled road. 

The mosque at Burdwan may be identified with that still 
attaohed to the Plr Bahrain shrine. At Karj&na, eight miles 
north of BurdwSn, the mosque has disappeared, though the site 
and its briok ruins are plainly visible. At Kalutanr or Sayir, 
eight miles further north, a very large mosque, still maintained 
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in a dilapidated state by the Musalman villagers, marks the old 
station, it is p? ugly building, with only a little stone work 
about its foundations, and the bricks of which it is built are large, 
coarse and modern looking. At Sarbakpur on the road to 
Uchallan, eight miles south of BurdwaD, a similar building survives 
in muoh the same state. At Mangalkot the mosque stands 
on a mound and U a beautiful ruin, still in very fair preservation. 
It is built of basalt and fine small bricks, the basalt scones having 
obviously first done duty in a Hindu building. It has been 
oonjeotured by some observers familiar with the (iaya shrines that 
the Mangalkot mosque was originally a Buddhist ereotion. The 
nimma lands which served for the maintenance of these buildings 
were all resumed between 1819 and 1886. If the tradition that 
the road was constructed in the 15tn cemury is coirect it points 
to the great age of some of the immense tanks, with which the 
district is studded, inasmuch as the most frequent points, from 
which the straight sections of the road were laid down, are these 
tanks, to the existence of which the angles in its course are 
plainly due. 

On the bank of the Ajay opposite Katwa the village of Sankai 
stands in a reotangular mud furt, now intersected by the high 
read, whioh was subsidiary to that at Katwa and served to deiend 
the me ith of the river which, in its course through the district, 
formed the principal highway from the west up to the end of the 
la-t century. Three miles north of Sankai there stands in isola- 
tion on the plain a solid mass of masonry, comprising a Mughal 
bridge of three large arches, but the waterway, which it was 
meant to span, has disappeared. It is uncertain whether this 
bridge stood on the road from Hooghly to Murshidabad, along 
which Clive marched in 1757, or on the branch road from Katwa 
to Nagar in Birbhum. There is another old Badshahi road 
known as Takti Khan’s Jangal whioh extends over thirteen miles 
from li&dhakantapur on the Satgaoliia road near Satgachia police 
station to the border of the distriot at Dastanpur in thana 
Jamalpur. A portion of this road, about four miles in length, 
from mile 55 of the Qrand Trunk Uoad to Jougram has been 
restored by the District Board recently. The road has also been 
bridged though it is not metalled. 

In a letter from the Judge and Magistrate, dated the 9tb 
Maroh 1802, we read that the “three grand and most useful roads 
leading to Hooghly, Cutwa and Culna, which may properly be 
termed the ports of the district, have been completely made.” A 
fourth leading to Birbhum was in a considerable state of forward- 
ness, and the Magistrate proposed to ooxnmenoe another to join 



138 


BUBDWAN. 


Modern 

roads. 


the military road leading to Midnapore. A new bridge had 
recently been constructed oyer the B&uka at an expense of 
Rs. 20,000. The roads, however, were very defective in bridges. 
Most of these roads were originally constructed and maintained 
by forced labour, convicts being employed on this work, but a 
considerable portion of the road to K&lna was made by tbe 
Maharaja of Burdw&n, that town being his country Beat. 

The District Board now maintains in all 203J miles of metal- 
led and bridged roads, 298 miles of unmetailed roads and a 652 
miles of village roads. Of these the Grand Trunk Road whioh 
travorses the district for 100 miles running parallel with the 
railway, portions of the R&niganj-Midnapoie road and the 
Lithoria road near Sitar&mpur, are maintained by the Board 
with the help of a grant trom Provincial grants. The more 
important roads are (1) the Grand Trunk Hoad which enters the 
district at the 51st milestone from Calcutta. This magnificent 
road, 40 feet wide in plnoes, is metalled with laterito metal up to 
the 128th mile, and beyond with hornedcude or iron stone, the 
metalled surface being 8 feet wide except for the last 20 miles before 
it leaves the district, where it is 1G feet wide. Throughout its 
length, exoept in the town of Burdwan itself, 150 feet of land has 
been aoquired for the road. The road is bridged throughout, cross- 
ing tbe rivers Banka, Tamla, Singaran and Nunia, and the Bengal- 
N&gpur Railway at Asansol, which here runs in a cutting, by an 
overbndgo. There aro level crossings of the bast Indian Railway at 
Memari, 5dth and 59ih miles ; near Panagar, 101st mile ; on the 
143id mile where the road crosses the Luokipur branch line; and 
near Asansol, 15Gth mile There are inspection bungalows at 
Bud-Bud, 96th mile ; Rajband, 106th mile; Mohanpur, 119th 
mile; Oh&ndmaree, 129th mile; and a dak bungalow at Baiakar. 
The road runs parallel with and dose to the East Indian Railway 
throughout its entire length, and there is consequently little trafiBo 
on it except between Rauiganj and Barak ar. 

(2) Burdw&n to Katwa, 34 miles 70 yards. The road is 
metalled and bridged throughout and there are inspeotion bunga- 
lows at the 8th, 15th, 29th and 35th miles, 

(3) Mem&ri to Mamsambati, 16 miles. 

(4) Pandu& in Uooghly to K&lna, 15 miles, of whioh the first 
twelve miles are in the Hooghly district and are maintained by 
that Board. 

(5) Kh&na junotion feeder road to the Grand Trunk road, 1 
mile 5 furlongs. 

(6) Guskhftra to Nityanandpore, 14 miles 1 furlong. There 
is an inspeotion bungalow on the first mile at Guskh&r&. 
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(7) Guskhara to Mankur, 14 miles 6 furlongs. 

(8) Mankur to Bud -Bud, 2 miles 2 furlongs. 

(9) Panagar to Elambazir, 14 miles. The Dulay-Kandore 
suspension bridge on the 5th mile has a 75 feet span and a 
waterway of 750 squaro feet. The river K unur, crossed in the 
7th mile, is generally fordable throughout theyoar, but is subject 
to sudden freshets which last only a few hours. The road ends 
on the right bank of t ho river A jay and theie is an inspection 
bungalow on the 2nd mile near Kaksa. 

(10) Panagar to the Damodai, 3 miles. 

(11) Uajband lo Gopalpur, 2 miles 3 furlongs. 

(12) Kaghumithehak Kerry Hoad, 0 fuilongs. 

(13) llanlganj to Mangalpur, 2 miles. 

(14) Ranlganj to the A jay, It' miles. The road is continued 
in Birbiuim to Suri. There is a feiry at the end of the road, 
on the river Aja\, in the Birbhfim district. 

(15) Sitarampui to Xyamatpur, 1 mile 4 furlongs 

(10) Buraknr Feeder Bond, 4 luilongs. 

(17) liadhanagar to Sam toria, 2 miles 7 fmlongs. 

(18 Ranlganj to the Damodar river, 3 miles 2 furlongs. 

(19) Lithoria roud — N) amatpur to the Damodar river, 3 miles 
2 furlongs. 

Besides these first class road-, there nro several main roads 
of which portions aie metalled. The more important are — 

(1) Burdwan to Bankura, 10 miles 3 furlongs 

(2) Burdwan to Kalna. 33 miles 7 furlong*; an old road 
constructed lie Maharaja of Burdwan and made over to the 
Hoad Ohfl Committee. Tne first 4 milch and the last 5 miles 
and 7 furlongs are metalled. The Maharaja used to maintain 
staging bungalows at every eight miles along this road, but only 
two are now kept up — at Satgachia and Kalna. 

(3) Kfttwa to Kalna, 33 milos 7 furlong-*, of whioh the first 
five miles from Katwa are bridged and metalled. 

Besides these almost every railway station has its feeder 
road and these are for the most part metalled There are also 
a number of unbridged roads constructed during the scaroity 
of 1874. The north Damodar embankment from Guhugram, 

13 miles west of Burdwftn, to below Chakdighi, where the 
river enters the Hooghly district, affords a high-level roadway 
passable by carts, and the Ajay embankments are muoh used as 
foot-paths. 

The Burdw&n, B&niganj and Asansol Municipalities, as well Municipal 
as those of K&twa and K&lna, also maintain a considerable r0ada 
length of metalled roads. In 1908 the Burdwan Municipality 
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kept up 23 miles of metalled road, while in the R&niganj Munici- 
pality there were 5 miles of metalled roads. Kalna and Katwa 
which aro comparatively poor Municipalities maintain 18 miles 
of metalled road, while at Dainhat 4 miles of metalled road are 
maintained. 

The Distriot Board maintains staging bungalows on the 
Grand Trunk Road at Bud-Bud, Rajband, Midnapore and 
Ghandmaree. It also keeps up inspection bungalows at Karj&na, 
Susandighi, Srikhand, Katwa, Memiiri, Guskhara, Pftnagarh, 
Ooobalan, BatgaohiS, K&lna, Asansol, BanbahRl, Jaunagar and 
Kusumgram. Dfik bungalows are also maintained at Bar&kar 
on tbe tirand Trunk Road and Burdw an, where half of the 
c ; rcuit house is now used as a dak bungalow. Most of the 
bungalows have accommodation for two persons and contain the 
necessary furniture. 

The network of rivers, creeks, and drainage ohannels with 
which the district is covered add very greatly to the oost of 
the construction and repair of its road communications. For 
instance the Grand Trunk Road, which traverses the district 
from end to ond for nearly 100 miles, is carried over six rivers, 
including the Banka, Tamla, Singaran and Nucia. Two of the 
bridges over these have each a total waterway of 2,000 super- 
ficial feet, and the total waterway of the bridges on the road 
is 10,020 superficial feet. In the same distauce there are one 
huudred and sixty- six briok arolied oul verts with a total water- 
way of 3,562 superficial feet. At Bar&kar, where the road 
leaves the district, the river of that name is spanned by a fine 
masonry bridge. Other important bridges are the Dulay- 
Kandore suspension bridge on tne road from Panagar to 
Elambazar, which has a span of 75 feet ; the Singaran and 
Tumani bridges on tho road from Raulganj to the Ajay ; the 
Victoriu bridge over tbe Khusi Nala and the Karjana bridge 
on the Burdwan-Kstwa road. 

The ohief waterway is the Bhagirathi, up whioh steamers 
ply to K&lna all the year round. Formerly all the ooal 
exported from the Raniganj coal-field was carried down the 
D&modar. An aooount of this traffio in 1852 is given in the 
report on the Damodar Valley by T. Oldham*. 

“ At present all the coal from this distriot is sent dowu to 
Calcutta in boats by the Damodar, a river, oi rather torrent, whioh 
is only navigable for a few months in the year, and even then 
during floods only. At these times an immense fleet of boats 
may be seen starting from the several wharfs or ghats along the 

* 2 ta. Vlll of tbe selections from tbe records of tbe Bengal Government, 1862 . 
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banks, and stretobing in a continuous line for some milea in 
length. Should the flood continue these boats, with few excep- 
tions, reach Umpta (where the river becomes sufficiently deep to 
be navigable at all seasons) in safety, but should the water full, as 
often happens before they have accomplished this distanoe, they 
are left stranded on some chur, possibly to get off again during 
some succeeding rise of the water but more probably to be 
destroyed at last.” There is now practically no traffio on either 
the Ajay or the D&modar. Suoh as there is consists merely of 
timber rafts floated down when the rivers are in flood. 

The trade on the Bhagirathi above Katwa is now declining 
greatly owing to the silting up of the river bed. At certain 
seasons of the year the river is only with difficulty kept 
open for the passage of country boats, and it is only in the rainy 
season that the steamers from Calcutta oan reach the town. This 
river was formorly the ordinary channel for Bchar produce and 
in 1842-43 oarried as much as 120 lakhs of maunds of produce, 
and even so late as 1870 carried 40 lakhs of maunds a year.* The 
competition of the East Indiau and other railways however has 
reduced the traffio on it to a more shadow of what it onoe was and 
although this is now to some extent reviving owing to the demand 
in Calcutta for country produce, such as jute and vegetables, it 
forms but a minute proportion of the trade of the district. 

There is a daily steamer service ot Mossrs. Hoarc, Miller and 
Company’s steamers 1 o and from Kalna throughout the year, and 
to and from Katwa on alternate days during the rainy season. 

The steamers carry both passengers and goods. The only other 
boat route of which much uso is made is the lower reach of 
the Khar! river below Mauteswar police-station. A large quantity 
of giain is brought down iu country boats by this route from 
Nfidangh&t, the principal rico mart of the interior. 

The only canal iu the distriot is the Eden canal, whioh was Cam*, 
opened by Sir Ashley Eden in 1881. The oanal receives its 
water from the river Damodar with which it is connected by the 
river Banka. There are sluices at Jujuti some six miles west 
of the town of Burdwan. The canal starts from otx aniout at 
K&nohannagar, immediately west of the town, and extends to 
Jam&lpur where it joins the Kana-Nadi and the Kana- Damodar. 

It is never used for navigation, and was constructed partly for 
purposes of irrigation and partly in order to supply the Burdwan 
Municipality with a sufficient supply of water for the waterworks, 
and to clear the low-lying waterlogged villages on the right 
bank of the Damodar. 


• (Statistical Register, April 1877.) 
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The Distriot Board maintains thirteen publio ferries, the manage* 
ment of which has been made over to the Looal Boards. The 
most important of these are the ferry over the Damodar at Rngu- 
nath Chak near K&niganj on the anlgiinj-Miduupore road, those 
over the BhAgirathi at Mirzapur, 1‘ewAnganj ami Uddhanpur, 
and the ferry on the Aiay on th«* Katwaroad at Sankhari. The 
ferry receipts are decreasing and in 1908-09 amounted to 
Rs. 9,H00 a» compared ith Rs. 10,700 in the previous \ear. The 
decrease is attributed to the fact that most (if the rivers are 
fordable during the greater p*>rt of the year. Besides the thirteen 
ferries managed by the District Hoard there are five ferries which 
belong to Government, viz , at lAlua, and Gayespur on the 
BhAglrathi, and at ftadar Ghat and lvastha GolA on the Damodar 
within the town of Hurd wan. Thu whole proceeds of the Kastha 
Gola ferry and half the proceeds oi the Sadar Ghat ferry have 
been made over to the Burdwan Municipality. 

Tho East Indian Railway main line traverses the district, the 
loop and chord lines branching north at KhAna Junction, and 
Sitarampur. At Ondal (Andal) J unction the line to Suri which 
crosses the Ajay by the recently constructed bridge north of 
Baidyanathpur station leaves the main line. The growth and 
piospeiity of the district have been very intimately connected 
with the railway. Construction was started in 1851 and in 1 855 
the line waB opened as far as Raul^anj, which was the terminus 
during the Mutiny. The rapid development of the coal industry 
which has transformed the Asansol subdivision from an un- 
peopled wilderness into one of the busiest industrial oeotres in the 
world soon followed. Formerly, as has already been noted, all 
the ooal was sent down the Damodar in barges, an expensive 
and risky method of transport. Of late years many new 
branoh lines have been constructed to serve the ooal fields, 
and in the western portion of the Asansol subdivision there is 
now a network of lines and sidings leading to the oollieries. 
The Ondal loop separates from the main line at Ondal and goes 
round the north of the coal fields, rejoining the ohord line at 
Alipore north of SitArAmpur, while there is an interior loop 
whioh serves Toposi, Ikhra, Jamuria and Chiohuria stations with 
a branoh to Domoh&ni. From Asansol a branoh of the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway connects with the main line at Sini. In 1907 
the grand chord line between Gaya |and Sitftrampur was opened. 
The line crosses the Bar&kar river at Bar&kar by a fine viaduct 
and has considerably shortened the through route to Allahabad. 
Asansol itself has become one of the largest tail way settlements 
in India, and the locomotive shops there are said to be the most 
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extensive in the world. There are Railway settlements also at 
And&l, Burdwan and R&niganj. 

A line from Hooghly to K&twa via Kalna is at present under Railway 
construction and the land is now being aoquirid. Tho length prt,Jwti ' 
will be 6V20 miles and the a} proximate cost is estimated at 
Rs. 61,72/00. It is proposed to eventually continue this line 
through Azimganj to Barharwa station on the Inop line, with tho 
objeot of tapping the moie important villages and trading centres 
along the west bank ol the Hbpgliathi. A further extension of 
the line to Samtlna station on the Ondal-Sainthia chord line, or 
to Ahuiadpur station, is also projected in Older t<» link up this 
section of the line witn the proposed Gaya-Koderma-B»idyunath 
and Ahmadpur branch, the survey of which was sanotioned b\ 
the Government of India in 1902 The construction of a branch 
line from Buidwan to Katwa is also under consideration, but it is 
unlikely that ibis will be taken up for tome time. 

There are no light railways or tramways in the district. In Linht 
December 1901 MesMS. Martin and Company submitted a propo- Hmlwayg. 
sal to tho District Board for a light railway (2' 0* gauge) from 
Meniari railway station to Chnkdighi on the Damodar river, a 
distance of some 10 miles. The Board at fir^t received the pro- 
posal favourably but, after further investigation, decided not to 
proceed with the scheme. 

In 1908-09 there were 183 post-offices in the district and 656 Postal 
miles of postal communications. During the yoir 6,9 16,000 cAtioN^ 1 " 
postal articles were delivered including 2,230,000 letters, 
3,960,000, post raids and 350,000 packets aud parcels. The 
value of mouey-orders issued in the same year was Rs. 31,79,000 
and of those paid Rs 25,07 000. Postal telegraph offices have 
been opened at Buidwau, Kalna, Katwa, Saniudragarh, Ukhra, 
Ranigunj, Kalipahari, Asansol, Sitarampur Bnr&kar, Kulti, Nandi, 

Panuria, Charanpur, and Dishtrgarh. 
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land revenue administbation. 

In the “ Ain-i-Akbari ” (1590 A. D.), Burdw&n is mentioned as a 
m ahdl or pargani of Sark dr Sharif ab&d, and was, as then consti- 
tuted, assessed at 46,903$ Akbarehahi rupees of 175 grains troy 
of silver eaoh. The present district area, however, at Todar 
Mai’s settlement fell within various sarkars, portions of which 
were afterwards amalgamated into one great zamind&ri, including 
also the whole of B&nkura and P&nchet (M&nbhum) together 
with parts of Hooghly and Birbhfim. 

The settlement was revised in 1658 by Prince Shah Shuja, 
the son of the Emperor Shah Jahan, and again in 1722 by 
Murshid Kuli Khan, better known as the Naw&b Jafar Khan. 
In his statement Bnrdwan is mentioned as a ‘ c ha kin,’ compris- 
ing the sarkars of Shnrifabad, Mad&ran, the greater part of 
Salimabad or Sulaimanabad, and a portion of Satgaon or 
Hooghly* and included the great estates of the Buxdwan house* 
one-third of Birbhum, and the whole of Bankura and P&nohet. 
The chakla contained 61 parganas, and was assessed at a revenue 
of 22,44,812 sikka rupees. On the 27th September 1760 A. D., 
Burdw&n, whioh then contained an area of 6,174 square miles, 
and was described ,as being the most productive district within 
the whole Province or Subah of Bengal, was ceded, to the 
India Company, together with the districts of Midnapore 
and Chittagong*, 7by Nawab Mir Muhammad Kasim Kh&n, 
Governor of Behgal. By the Imperial farman whiob made 
the grant, the Company aoquired the right of free perpetual 
tenure in the laid, and these rights extended over the whole 
cha kla of Burdw&n. This great zamind&ri when ceded to the 
Company, was estimated to yield a net revenue of 31,75,391 
sikka rupees but for many years afterwards the Company’s officers 
had the greatest difficulty in collecting even a portion of this 
sum. The first “Superintendents” appointed by the Company 
were Mr. Johnstone, Mr. Hay and Mr. Bolts. Dissatisfied with 
the collections for 1760-61 they farmed ont the estate at publio 
auction for a period of three years with the result that the 
revenue was increased from Rs. 31,76,391 to Rs. 38,68,429, the 
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total gross revenue from the distriot in 1765 being estimated at 
Ba. 44,84,049. The inorease was however more apparent than 
real and it was not till 1771 that this revenue wns realised in full. 

A most interesting account of the early revenue history of 
the district under British rule is given in Mr. Sharistadar 
Grant’s famous review of the revenues of Bengal, which is 
incorporated in the fifth report of the Select Committee on the 
affairs of the East India Company. After proudly comparing 
the zamind&n of Burdwan, “the most compact, best cultivated, 
and, in proportion to its dimensions, by far the most productive 
in annual rent to the proprietary sovereign ” with the “ boasted 
Hindoo territory of Tan j ore ” and the great zaralndari of Benares 
he goes on to point the moral of his compaiison. “This pre- 
eminence of the oeded British territory in financial circumstances, 
hath been attained chiefly in a period of ten years *by repeated 
hu8taboo<i investigation, and bringing to the credit of the exche- 
quer the Keffy ot or profitable increase discovered to have been 
privately realised from the country by the zamindar and other 
intermediate Agents of Govoinraent, in addition to the jumma 
Ausil aud Abwab already authoritatively established. The 
Company’s management of Bui dwan is approved of on all sides, 
and by the most enlightened of our English financiers held up as 
an example worthy of goneral imitation The circumstances 
which distinguished it were briefly as follow" 

In September 1760 the whole district, with all the other p, re t 
oeded lands, beoame subject to the British Government; it® 1 ^ 1 *? 11 
was rated proportionately, in the moment of transfer, by original tendent*. 
and increased assessments, at a standard considerably higher 
than that of any other zamindaiy jurisdiction of the snubah ; yet 
then or afterwards, no diminution of its rental, such as was 
suddenly effected by M. R. Khan iu 1765, could even have 
been dreamt of. On the contrary, with the extension of local 
knowledge, the revenues wei e progressively improved, and always 
surpassed the share that should be proportionately forthcoming. 

When Bengal altogether was rated at or yielded the largest 
inoome to the exchequer, before the Company’s acquisition of the 
Dewanny, Messrs. Johnstone, Hay and Bolts, were the first 
appointed English Superintendents. Thoy appear to have 
acquired a minute and intimate knowledge of the resources and 
capacity of the oountry confided to their charge, in so much as to 
ascertain the portions of the country cultivated, uncultivated, 
alienated, and most productive lands In their researches, though 
aided by uncommon universal intelligence, they probably obtain- 
ed the most satisfactory information through the custom, which 

L 
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then was tolerated, of admitting European farmers. They held a 
considerable part of the distriot in their own hands and were aocused 
of seleoting for themselves the most profitable parganas leased. 

*• In violation of the financial practice of the Mo ul Empire, 
the rents of Buidwau were let at public sale in 1169 A.B. (1762) 
for three years to irresponsible temporary farmers, from whose 
engagements, if fulfilled, a Keffyet or annual profit would have 
acerued to Government of 13 lakhs of rupees above the aggregate 
assessments of Ausil and Alnvab. The needy adventurers who 
became contractors at the sale of course failed in theii agreements, 
and to orown the measure of imputed mismanagement, an impost 
of 9 annas per bega was levied on all the Bazee Zemeen found 
in the district, to make good the deficiencies of the stipulated 
malgoozary. The territory thus alienated, and ascertained by 
Mr. Johnstone, after an arduous scrutiny by 70 persons for 
eight mouths, in 1763-64 A. D., was 5GK,736 begas, 
making near a fifth part of all the arable productive 
ground in the zomindary ; which, estimated at 2 rupees per 
boga, being the valued medium rent of all the lauds in Burdw&n, 
yield an annual income to the possessors of 11,37,472 rupees. 
The?e possessors are, undoubtedly, for tho most part, the offioial 
land-owner himself clandestinely, his minions, and the mut- 
seddies of the Klmlsa; whose acquiescence to such oo!!”sive 
benefices, under the sauctified appellations of religious or chari- 
table gilts, at different times became necessary, as they were 
in their nature wholly fraudulent and sure to be resumed if made 
known to the Mussulman Government. Mr. Johnstone, who 
had the prinoipal part in all these transactions, was subjected 
to all the opprobrium that could hence be attached to his publio 
character by the suggestions of his powerful political enemies, 
and of the aggrieved multitude, and was soon afterwards for those 
reasons proscribed by his ruling countrymen. Finally Mr. 
Verelst, in 1172 A. B. (1765) appointed Supervisor of Burdwan, 
profiting by the errors and local information of his predecessors, 
his own financial experience matured by further hustabood 
investigations on the spot, restored the ancient system of manag- 
ing the revenue, an adherenoe to which brought back the most 
effeotive standard of the collections regularly in 1778, to the 
full amount of the supposed inflated oontraot price of the three 
years’ settlement in 1171 (1764) fixed on the impolitic ground 
of extra farming, and ultimately involving a real instead of the 
nominal Keffyet or improvement before mentioned of 13 lakhs.” 
According to Mr. Grant’s analysis the revenue of the samlnd&n 
when ceded to the British Government in 1760 amounted in all 
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to sikka Be. 31,75,391, after allowing for a deduction of sikka 
Bs. 51,543 on aooount of oolleotion charges. This sum oonsisted 
of the " Ausil Jumma,” the imperial revenue oolleoted by Akbar 
and his suooessors whioh in 1722 amounted to sikka Bs. 
23,07,277, and various abttdbs or cesses imposed after that date 
by the Subahd&rs of Bengal, amounting in all to Bs. 9,19,657. 
Of the latter the most interesting was the chout <aaidthd 9 a 
oess imposed by Ali V&rdi Khan on the pretence of raising 
the well-known tribute exaoted by these marauders from the 
Mughal Empire. In the year 1771 the gross revenue was 
increased to 43,28,509 s>kka rupees and in 1783 to 43,58,026 
sikka rupees. On these figures Mr. Grant in 1787 estimated 
the annual net revenue at sikka Bs. 40,00,000 after deducting 
Bs. 3,30,000 on account of charges. These charges included the 
Baldnah mushdhard, or proprietary allowance made to the 
Mah&r&j&, which was estimated at 10 per cent, on the imperial 
revenue and amouuted to sikka Bs. 2,30,000 ; sikka rupees 50,000 
on aooount of collection charges; and %tnka rupees 50,000 on 
aocount of embankment charges or jw/bandi. Tlii? estimate was 
accepted as a basis for the permanent settlement, and in 1789 
the Mahfir&j& executed an agreement to pay Government a land 
revenue of 40,15,109 sikka rupees and 1,93,721 sikka rupees 
on aooount of pulbandi , making a total of 42,08,830 sikka tupees. 
But iu spite of the permanent settlement the affairs of the estate 
did not fully recover and the disastrous effects of the famine 
of 1769 and the bond of debt and ai rears whioh it had left in 
its train were still felt. The estate fell into arrears. The 
disorganisation and mismanagement became so pronounced that 
Mah&r&ni Bishnu Kumari, the mother of Maharaja Tej Chandra, 
oompelled him to execute a deed of pale assigning tho entire 
estate to her. She was a woman of considerable business capacity 
and she might ultimately have succeeded in saving the whole 
eBtate if her life had been prolonged. Many of the lan^s had 
been parcelled ou c among a large number of farmers or ijarddars — 
the settlements extending from five to ten years. Most of these 
ijdrdddrs withheld payment and the proprietor found it well- 
nigh impossible to realise his rents through the courts with the 
same punctuality with whioh he was oompelled to pay this 
Government revenue. The inevitable result of this sub-inf euda- 
tion was the accumulation of arrears in the Government demand. 
In 1794, we find the Colleotor referring to the Board of Bcvenue 
a letter from the Mah&raj& complaining of his difncultiea 

"The difficulty I found in realizing the instalment (kist) of 
revenue for Agrahayau from the Mah&taja induces me to listen 

l 2 
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to his earnest request of representing to you the hardship he 
sustains from one of his renters, who, destitute of good faith, 
and availing himself of the delay that necessarily attends the 
institution of law prooess for the reoovery of arrears of 
rent, is enoouraged to withhold from him his just dues. The 
Maharaja begs leave to submit for your consideration, whether 
or not it oan be possible for him to discharge his engagements 
to Government with the punctuality which the Regulations 
require, unless he is armed with powers as prompt to enforce 
payment from his renters as Government has been pleased 
to authorize the use of in regard to its olaim on him. He 
seems to think that it must have proceeded from oversight 
rather than from any just and avowed principle, that there 
should be established two methods of judioial prooess under the 
same Government, — the one summary and efficient for the satis- 
faction of its own olaim ; the other tardy and uncertain in regard 
to the satisfaction of olaims due to its subjeots, — more especially 
in a oase like the present, where the ability to discharge the one 
demand necessarily depends on the other demand being pre- 
viously realized.”* The translation of the Mah&raj&’s protest 
whioh is annexed to the Golleotor’s letter will show the 
difficulties with which he had to oontend. 

“The arrear of rent on aooount of pergunnah Baleya, to 
the end of Fouse 1200 B S., amounts to Sikka Rupees 43,743, 
and the arrear on aooount of 1199, amounts to Sikka Rupees 
3,900, in all 47,643, now due from Barranessy Ghose, farmer 
of that pergunnah, who absents himself, and fails in the per- 
formance of his engagements. I have many times represented 
his oonduot to the Hazoor, and twice made application to the 
Adawlat ; but without obtaining any satisfaction of the demand. 
I therefore request the case may be represented to the Board of 
Revenue, and application made to have the defaulter apprehend- 
ed, and sent to the outoherry, to discharge his engagements.” 

Creation As a result of this reference Regulation XXXV of 1795 for 

Tenor** ena bling individuals to reoover arrears of rent or revenue 

enures. ^ tQ them, and Regulations XXXVI and XXXVII of 1795 
defining the powers of the Courts in relation to each other were 
passed, and the Governor- General 'in Council deoided that the 
districts then comprised within the ailla of Burdw&n should be 
formed into two districts with a separate Judge and Collector, 
for each. Those measures proved quite inadequate. The 
Mah&r&j& was summoned to attend the Board of Revenue, and 
was thre atened with the forfeiture of his estates but to no purpose. 

’Letter from the Collector of BordfrSn, 9th U 17 1794. 
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Munshi, afterwards R&j&, Naba Krishna Deb was appointed 
kruk suzatcal, or attaching officer, but oould do nothing. 
Matters finally reaohed a olimax when the Collector of Bnrdw&n, 
despairing of realising the suras due, saggested the sale of the 
estate in lots as the only way of recovering the arrears of revenue, 
and in 1797 the Board commenced selling portions of the estate 
each lot consisting of several villages. The principal purchasers 
of the lots thus sold were Dwarka Nath Sinh of Singur, Chhaku 
Sinh of Bhastara, the Mukharjis of Janai and the Banarjis of 
Telinipara. Thus was laid the foundation of the landed aris- 
tocracy of Burdwan and Ilooglily. The MaharajA, alarmed at 
the dismemberment of the estate, himself bought up several lots 
in the names of his officials and dependants, and on the death of 
the MahArAni, which ooourred about this time, resumed the 
management of the estate. The difficulty experienced by the 
MahArAjA in paying his revenue suggested to him the advisabi- 
lity of binding his tenants to the samo conditions to which ho 
himself was bound by Government, and one of his first acts was 
the creation of patm tenures or p? rpetual leases, a measure which 
ultimately proved the salvation of the estate. 

The main conditions of this tenure are the hypothecation of 
the land as security for the punotual payment of the rent, and 
the liability of the tenure to summary sale in the event of 
default. The patm system gradually extended, and by 1825, 
nearly the whole estate of the Maharaja was leased out in this 
manner. The patmdars, finding how much trouble this mode of 
settlement took off their shoulders, created dar-patms , or paints 
of the seoond degree, upon the same terms and with the same 
rights over the land as they themselves had; and the dar-patwdars 
oreated se-patn\s 9 or patnis of the third degree. The subordiuate 
tenure- holders possess their land upon the ^ame terms and subject 
to the same liabilities as the original patnldar . When the patni 
system was first introduced, the MahArAjA used to let tbe land 
to the highest bidders at publio auction, held in his Revenue 
Oourt. In case of arrears, the lands v ere publioly sold 
in the Oourt, and as muoh of the arrears was recovered 
as their sale fetohed. These transactions were sometimes 
recognised and oonfirmed by tho Board of Revenue, and 
sometimes ignored and set aside. The natural result was that 
great irregularity and confusion ensued. Under the permanent 
settlement the samlnd&rs were declared to be entitled to make any 
arrangement for the leasing of their lands that they considered 
suitable. But by Regulation XLIV of 179? such leases were 
subject to two conditions : first, that the rent should not be 
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fixed for a period exceediug ten years and, second, that in a sale 
for arrears of Government revenue they should at once become 
void. Regulation V of 1812 resoinded the first restriction and 
Regulation XVT1I of the same year distinctly declared that 
samindars weie entitled to grant leases fixiug the rent in 
perpetuity. In piactice suoh leases, wbioh were really patnl 
leases, had frequently been given. Before the passing of 
Regulations V and XVI II of 1812, however, suoh leases were 
illegal and even after that date it was doubtful whether suoh 
as had been formerly created in contravention of the provisions 
of Regulation XLIV of 1798 wore valid 

Ultimately, in 1819, at a suggestion by the Maharaja, the 
Board of Revenue recognised alL patnl tenures by a regular 
legal enactment, and Regulation VIII of 1819 was passed 
with this object. The preamble to the Regulation desoribes 
the history, incidents, and peculiarities of this tenure as 
follows. 

“ Furthermore, in the exercise of the privilege thus conceded 
to zamindars under direct engagements with Government, there 
has been created a tenure which had its origin on the estates 
of the Maharaja of Burdwan, but has since been extended to 
other zamindars. The character of this tenure is that it is 
a taluk created by the zamlndar, to be held at a rent fixed in 
perpetuity by the lessee and his heirs for ever ; the tenant is 
called upon to furnish collateral security for the rent, and for 
his conduct generally, or ho is excused from this obligation at 
the zainindar’s discretion ; but even if the original tenant be 
excused, still, in case of sale for arrears, or other operation 
leading to the introduction of another tenant, suoh new in- 
cumbent has always in practice been liable to be so called upon 
at the option of the zamind&r. By the terms, also, of the 
engagements interchanged it is amongst other stipulations 
provided that in oase of an arrear occurring, the tenure may 
be brought to sale by the zamind&r. And if the sale do not 
yield a sutfioient amount to make good the balance of rent at 
the time due, the remaining property of the defaulter shall 
be further answerable for the demand. These tenures have 
usually been denominated patnl taluks ; and it has been a 
common practice of the holders of them to underlet on preoisely 
similar terms to other persons, who on taking suoh leases went 
by the name of dar-patni»tdlukdara\ these, again, sometimes 
similary underlet to ae-patnlddra. The conditions of all the 
title-deeds vary in nothing material from the original engage- 
ments, executed by the first holder* Iu these engagements, 
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however, it is not stipulated whether the sale thus reserved 
to himself by the granter is for his own benefit or for 
that of the ^aant, that is, whether in oase the proceeds of 
sale should exoeed the zamind&r’s demand of rent, the tenant 
would be entitled to suoh excess; neither is the manner of 
sale specified ; nor do the usages of the country nor the Regula- 
tions of Government afford any distinct rules, by the application 
of whioh to the specific oases the delects above alluded to could 
be supplied, or the points of doubt and difficulty involved in 
the omission be brought to determination in a consistent and 
uniform manner. The tenures in question have extended 
through several districts of Bengal, and the mischiefs which 
have arisen from the want of a consistent rule of aotion for the 
guidance of the Courts of Civil Judicature in regard to them 
have been productive of such oonfusion as to demand the inter- 
ference of the Legislature.” 

Section 3 of Regulation VIII of 1819 accordingly deolared 
that ‘the tenures known by the name of palm taluks as described 
in the preamble to this Regulation, shall be deemed to be valid 
tenures in perpetuity, according to the terms of the engagement, 
under which they are held. They are heritable by their condi- 
tions ; and it is hereby further deolared that they arc capable of 
being transferred by sale, gift, or otherwise, at the discretion 
of the holder, as well as answerable for his personal debts, and 
subject to the process of the Courts of Judicature, in the same 
manner as other real property/ The Regulation also vested 
patnl tdlukddrs with the right of letting out their taluks in any 
manner they might deem most conducive to their interest, and 
the engagements so entered into by them were deolared legal and 
binding. 

hiost of the district is now held in paint from the Burdwan Land rcre* 
R&j. There aro also a large number of aimmd estates, and noe ’ 
other revenue-free estates and rent-free tenures ; but many of the 
old servioe holdings, $ g ., the ghatifidli lands, have been resumed. 

The land revenue demand ot 30*58 lakhs is higher than that of 
any other part of Bengal, and is estimated at 25*15 per cent, of 
the gross rental of the district, the incidence per cultivated 
aore being exceeded only in the neighbouring district of 
Hooghly. Rents rule higher than in any other part of 
Bengal, except Hooghly. They are lowest in the poor paddy 
lands in the R&nlganj and Asansol th&nas, and highest in the 
irrigated areas and in the rich alluvial soil further east, and 
range from Rs. 3-6 per acre in high lands to Rs. 9 in low lands, 
he average being Rs* 7-12-7. The following table shows the 
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collections of land revenues as oompared with the total revenues 
in thousands of rupees : — ■ 



1830.81. 

1380-91. 

1900-01. 

1908-09. 

Land Revenue 

30-45 

| bu*lb 

80-50 ' 

' 80-68 

Total Revenue 

38-36 

! 40*61 

45-18 

60*08 


<The subdivision of estates has gone on rapidly under British 
rule; and, notwithstanding the present greatly diminished area 
of the district as oompared with what it was in the last century, 
the number of estates in 1870-71 had increased by 108 per cent, 
above the number in 1790, and the number of individual 
proprietors or oo-sharers had increased by 134 per oent. within 
the same period. 

The total number of estates in 1908 was 5,212 and the land 
revenue demand was Rs. 30,58,992 of whioh by far the greater 
part was paid by the Mahar&j& of Burdw&n Of these 
estates 5,026 with a demand of Its. 30,35,561 are permanently 
settled. Besides the permanently settled estates there are 153 
estates of which Government is the proprietor, 120 with a 
demand of Rs. 6,457 haviug been leased to farmers for fixed 
periods, while 33 are under direct management. The former 
are mostly petty estates formed out of the surplus road-side 
land along the Grand Trank Road and unimportant properties 
whioh have been bought in by Government at sales for arrears 
of revenue. The latter inoludo alluvial aooretions on the 
river Bh&glrathi. There are also a large number of aimmd 
estates in the district. Some of these were originally granted 
free of revenue by the Muhammadan Government but they 
aro mostly of the class described in section 9, Regulation 
VIII of 1793, as malguzdri aimrnds whioh were originally granted 
for the purpose of bringing waste lands under cultivation. Suoh 
grants doubtless originated from the desire of the Muhammadan 
Government to establish oolonies of soldiers and followers 
throughout the country. Some of the estates are now very 
profitable as the revenue assessed on them is very low ; but they 
are usually subdivided among many oo-sharers 
Tcvubh The intermediate rent-paying tenures of Burdwfin oonsist 
of properties held under the aamind&rs and comprise (a) patnl 
tdluks with their subordinate se^patni and dar-patnt tenures ; 
(b) Mukarrari tdluks , (e) istimrdrt tdluks and (d) ijdrds including 
ddr-ijdras and zar-x-peshgl y&rds. The following is a brief des- 
cription of each of these classes. 
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This olass of tenure was, as has already been described, created 
by Mahar&j& Tej Chandra of Burdw&n in 1799 when, after the Tonurei 
death of his mother, he resumed tbe management of his estates. 

It is said that the design of granting perpetual leases was 
suggested by his son Pratap Chand who for some time acted as 
his regent. The measure, whioh from the landholder’s point of 
view was most successful, was gradualljr extended throughout 
Burdw&n, and Bishnupur until by 1825 almost the whole estates 
of the Maharaj& were leased out under these tenures. 

A patni tenure is, in effect, a lease whioh binds its holder 

terms and conditions similar to those by which a superior 
landlord is bound to the State. By Regulation XLIV of 1793 
the proprietors of estates were allowed to grant leases for a period 
not exceeding 10 years, but this provision was rescinded by 
seotion 2 of Regulation 5 (V) of 1812 ; while by Regulation 
XVIII of the same year proprietors were declared competent to 
grant leases for any period even in perpetuity. Finally, as has 
been described above, Regulation VIII of 1819, known as the 
Patni Sale Law, declared the validity of these permanent tenures, 
defined the relative rights of the zamiudars and their subordinate 
patni t&lukddrs , and established a summary process for the sale 
of suoh tenures in satisfaction of the zSmlndar’s demand of 
rent. It also legalized under-letting on similar terms by the 
patnlddra and others. 

Sinoe the passing of the Patni Silo Law, this form of tenure 
has been very popular with zamindars who wish to divest them- 
selves of the direot management of their property, or part of it, 
or who wish to raise money in the shape of a bonus. It may be 
described as a tenure created by the zamindar to be held by the 
lessee and his heirs or transferees for ever, at a rent fixed in 
perpetuity, subjeot to the liability of annulment on sale of the 
parent estate for arrears of Government revenue, unless protected 
against the rights exeroisable by auction purchasers by oommon 
or Bpecial registry, as prescribed by sections 37 and 39 of Act X I 
of 1859. The tenant is oalled upon to furnish collateral security 
for the rent and for his conduot generally, or he is exoused from 
this obligation at tbe zamind&r’s discretion. 

Under-tenures created by patuiddrs are called dar-patni, and 
those oreated by tiar-patnid&rs are called se -patni tenures. These 
under-tenures are, like the parent tenures, permanent, transferable 
and heritable; and have generally the same rights, privileges, 
and responsibilities attached to them. They are usually granted 
on payment of a bonus. Seotion 13 of Regulation VIII of 
1819 provides rules for staying the sale of a pain I, if it takes 
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plaoe owing to the intentional withholding of payment of rent 
by the patniddr with the objeot of ruining his subordinate tenure- 
holders. In suoh oases, the under-tenants are allowed the means 
of saving the patni tenure and their own under-tenures, by paying 
into the Collector's office the advertized balance due to the 
zamind&r. The patni tenure so preserved forms the neoessary 
security to the depositors, who have a lien on it in the same 
manner as if the loan had been made upon mortgage. The 
depositors may then apply to the Collector for obtaining imme- 
diate possession of the defaulter’s tenure; and the defaulter 
will not reoover his tenure, “except upon repayment of the 
entire sum advanced, with interest at the rate of 12 per oent. 
per annum up to the date of possession having been given, or 
upon exhibiting proof, in a regular Buit to be instituted for 
the purpose, that the full amount so advanoed, with interest, 
has been realized from the usufruot of the tenure.” 

These are hereditary tenures at a low rent fixed in perpetuity 
as the name itself, whioh is derived from the Persian karar, 
implies. Many of them were created by the operation ol seotion 
9 of Regulation XIX of 1793, which prescribes that resumed 
Idkhirdj plots of less than 100 bighas existing before 1790 are 
to be settled in perpetuity at a fixed rent. At the oreation of 
mukarrari cr dar-mukarrari tenures the lessee usually pays a 
bonus or salami . 

Dar-mukai'i aril are subordinate to mukarrari* and are created 
by the mukarrarldar. These tenures are also of a fixed nature 
and their rights and incidents are, in the absence of special pro- 
vision, those of the parent tenure. Dar-mukarrari tenures are 
not however common in Burdwan. 

The status of ijardddrs , or farmers, and of their subordinate 
dar»ydrdddrs 9 differs widely from that of the other intermediate 
tenure-holders described above. Ijdraddrs hold fanning leases, 
by whioh a definite amount of annual rent is fixed for a specified 
term, usually varying from 5 to 30 years, 8uoh leases are 
granted not only by the zamJndftrs or superior landlords, but 
also by subordinate talukddrs or tenure-holders in an estate. 
The lessor cannot enhanoe the rent of an ijdrd lease during its 
term ; and on its expiry, the ijdrdddr is not entitled to renewal. 
T f the latter is not specifically, by the conditions of his leaser 
debarred from creating an under-tenure, he ouoasionally oreates 
a dar •ijdrd tenure, the term of whioh cannot, of oourse, be longer 
than that of his own lease. 

Another kind of v'd rd is that known as Mar-i-p*»kgi ydrd, 

a lease granted in consideration of an advance of money 
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It may be granted for an unspecified term of years, and is 
usually made terminable on certain conditions, e. g., when an 
estate is mortgaged as security for a loan, the term expires 
when the mortgagee has recovered the amount of debt and 
interest from the proceeds of the property. Such leases are muoh 
in vogue in this patt of the country, where even the cultivators 
often give a zar-i-peshgi ijdra of their lauds to the village 
mahdjan . 

The tenures held by actual cultivators comprise ('*) jama rjlirANT » s 
or jot, (b) miadi jama , ( c ) mukarrarl and tnaurusi jvtia , ((/) holdings* 
korfd and dur-horja, and (e) b hag jot. 

Cultivators’ holdings, called iama or jot, were generally, but j a > n 3 0 r 
not always, held without any written engagement. The lands j° L 
have in many casrs remained in the possession of one family 
from generation to generation and in most ca*es without any 
document of title. Written leases and agreements are now 
however usually taken and demanded when a new settlement is 
made. All these tenures are now governed by the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, VIII of 188*3, as amonded by Act I of 1907. In 
practice, a jama is divided into as many parts as suit the oouve- 
nience of the ryots who hold it, and the total rent contributed by 
the different holders thereof is paid by one of them to the gom&ahtd 
or rent-collector. 

The term rnttidi /amd is applied to the holding of a oultivator jiiiddi 
with only a temporary interest in his land, which he holds for a.J amd - 
fixed term of years under a pdttd or lease. 

Holdings for which the tenant pays a share ( bhdg ) of th ^ Bhdg jot. 
produce as rent are known as bhdg jot. In some cases the 
arrangement is that the cultivator shall deliver a certain quantity 
of produce even although the crop should fail. Lands thus held 
are called (than thika lauds; but the payment of rent in kind in 
this manner is very rare in Burdwan. On the other hand hold- 
ing in bhdg jot are very common and evory well-to-do tenant 
usually holds a oertain proportion of his land in bhdg jot 
generally from another tenant. Under-tenants also almost 
always hold their lands in bhdg jot 

Some oultivaters hold land under leases oalled mukarrari and 
tnaurast, the ohief stipulations of whioh are that the rent is rar % and 
subjeot neither to enhancement nor abatement, and that the^wa*! 
tenure descends from father to sou. These leases are gener-**®” 1 *’ 
ally granted on the payment of a bonus or saldtni by the 
tenant. 

A sub*ryoti tenure subordinate to that held by an ordinary ^ 
oultivator is oalled k or/d. Korfd tenures are generally created ddr-kJ/a. 
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verbally, and in some oases there are also dar^korf&d&ra or ryots 
holding under korfaddrs . 

Sbbticb When the chakla of Burdw&n was oeded to the East India 
tekubes. 0 om p an y ? there were four bodies of men employed in the pro- 
tection of the oountry and in the rolleotion of revenue. These 
were, first, a military force oalled nagdis , paid in cash, but sinoe 
praotioally disbanded ; they are now represented by the body- 
guard of the Burdw&n Maharaja, who, at the permanent settle- 
ment, received an annual remission of Rs. 50,000 for the support 
of this force ; second, the thdndddri polioe ; third, a body termed 
gram saranjdmi pdiks , who were at once village watchmen and 
collectors of rent; and fourth, ghatwah , whose duty it was to 
keep the hill passes and roads free from robbers, and to proteot 
travellers. These three latter classes were paid by assignments 
of land. The following is a brief account of eaoh.* 

ThSoadari In 1790 the total strength of the Than&d&ri police was 3,079 
Police. roen> joying 14^491 acres of land. Under the provisions of Regu- 
lation XXII, of 1793, a portion of it, oalled the sadar thdndddri , 
oonsisting of 801 th&nadars and thana pdiks and peons holding 
4,652 acres of land, was abolished, and the lands resumed; while 
the remainder, consisting of about 2,200 chaukid&rs or phandars 
in oharge of chaukis, and pdiks and peons subordinate to them, 
holding in round numbers 10 , 00 O' aores of land, was retained. 
By 1837 this foroe had sunk to the level of the grdm saranjdmi 
pdiks, and performed zamindari as well as police services. 

Gram In 1794, the total number of grdm saranjdmi pdiks was reported 

jimT to be 17,284 holding 46,236 acres of land. Their duties were ‘to 

paifcs. assist the farmer in collecting the rents, guarding the mufassal 

treasuries, conveying public money to the treasury of the District, 
and serving as guides to passengers.’ In addition to these 
functions , 4 they wero considered as dependent on the authority 
of the than&dfirs, and had to apprehend offenders, eto., and 
sometimes reoeived a gratuity called dwdr mashahard for this 
service ’+ from the cultivators; engagements were also taken 
from them at that date to report offenoes. Sinoe that date 
they have been known as chaukid&rs, a curious instance of the 
degradation of a title: a hundred years ago the word meant 
the commandant of a chauki or post to whioh were attach- 
ed several p&iks. 

The numbers of the village police existing in the district, 
aooording to a report of the Collector dated April 1873, was 
as follows: chaukid&rs, 8,978, of whom 66 were paid in oash; 

* MoMeU'i Village Watoh. 
t Magistrates letter, 22ud February 1798. 
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rim&nd&rs (originally keepers of Tillage boundaries), 2 , 138 ; 
hahhana s (originally zamindaii servants who kept 'the measure- 
ments of the oultivators’ holdings), <36 ; mirddha * (originally 
peons who carried a measuring cham'for surveyors), 2; sarddrs, 

6; nayarchxs (originally drummers), 7; ashtaprahdr is (originally 
watchers of the crops), 2. 

From the chdkrdn registers of 1836-10 for the fifteen th&nas GhatwaU. 
then inoluded in the distriot, it appears that there were at 
that time 71 ghdtwah tenures. Subsequent transfers added 
to the number and some years later the total number of 
tenures of this olass was reported to be 238, with a holding 
of 7,912 bigh&s. The word Qhdtwdl as applied to this olass of 
tenure-holders is a further instance of the degradation of a 
title. The ghdtwals proper were hdl-ehiefs who were partially 
subdued by the neighbouring zamindars and turned into feuda- 
tories. Their representatives aro found only in Cliota Nagpur 
and the districts of Monghyr, Bhagalpiro and the Santal Parga- 
nas. The ghdtwals of Bankura and Burdwan wore, on tho other 
hand, oommandants of picquets oreated by the zamindars. Their 
propor designation was ghat sardar and then posts were ghats 
and not ghdtwalis whioli contain many ghats. A qhdtwdl was 
essentially a TaluUar , who was bound to support ghdtwdli polioe 
and from whom personal service was not demanded. A ghdt 
sard&r was an actual police servant and the diroot head of a body 
of watohmen. 

The original duty of the ghatwdh was nominally to proteot 
the ghdts or hill passes, to keep open the roads and to proteot 
travellers. Some of them held their lands free, others paid a 
quit-rent known as the Panchaki to Government and others to 
the zamind&rs. In Burdw&n they were to all intents and pur- 
poses treated as part of the rural police, with tho exception that 
they were exercised not within the village as suoh, but within 
an area roughly determined by immemorial oustom and known 
as a ghdt. They were, however, for the most part prao- 
tioally useless for polioe purposes and, in November 1894, an 
amicable settlement of the ghdtwdh lands was undertaken with a 
view to releasing them from polioe duties. Those operations have 
now been oonoluded. A full aooount of the history of these 
tenures up to the present time will be found in the Bankurfr 
Gazetteer. 

The ohaukiddri chdkrdn lands and the other allied servioe 
tenures mentioned above have also now been resumed and trans- 
ferred to the zamind&rs under Aot V£ (B. 0.) of 1870, the 
chaukid&n being now paid from the chaukiddri tax. 
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Rent-free tenures form the last class of landed estates 
in Burdw&n. These have always been very numerous and in 
1763-4 A. D. the territory thus alienated and not assessed to 
revenue at all was estimated at 5,68,736 bighas. One of the 
first aots of the newly appointed British Superintendents was 
to restore this area to the rent-paying lands of the distriot 
Between 1765 and 1788, however, grants to hold 6,600 acres 
revenue free under the names of i lebottar> brahmottar y eto., were 
given to 408 persons with a view to bringing waste lands under 
cultivation. In 1876 it was reported that there were 170,240 
rent-fiee holdings of small plots of land included within the limits 
of permanently- set! led estates Those are held rent-free of the 
zamfndars; but Government revenue is paid by the proprietors 
on aocount of them. The tenures consist mainly of lands grant- 
ed for religious purposes, such as brahmottar , sivottar % debottar , 
etc., by Hindus and phottnr , cbiraydn, nazrat, eto., by Muham- 
madans. Besides these, there are other rent-free tenures granted 
for charitable purposes, and numerous small rent-free holdings 
which do not appear to have been assigned for any special 
purpose. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 

In 1760 the district of Burdw&n together with Midnapore and Admihib- 
Chittagong were ceded to the East India Company by Mir Kasim ch^robs 
K h&n on the deposition of Mir Jafar Khan. At that time and staff. 
Burdw&n comprised the present districts of Burdw&n, B&okurS, 
and Hooghly and one -third of Blrbhum. West Burdw&n was 
afterwards made into a separate district, and in 1820 Hooghly was 
also separated. Numerous minor transfers have been made to and 
from the distriot up to the year 1885, since when no change has 
been made. For purposes of administration the distriot is divided 
into four subdivisions with head quarters at Buidwan, Asansol, 

Kfilna and K&twa. The sanctioned staff subordinate to the 
Magistrate-Colieotor at the distriot head-quarters oonsists of five 
Deputy Collectors and oooasionally a Joint Magistrate is posted 
here. A covenanted Civil Servant, assisted by Deputy Collector 
and Sub-Deputy Collector, is in oharge of the Asansol subdivi- 
sion. The Kalna and Katwa subdivisions are managed by 
Deputy Collectors, who are sometimes assisted by Sub-Deputy 
Collectors. Public works within the distriot are in oharge of the 
Distriot Engineer, but the embankments and irrigation works are 
managed by the Executive Engineer, Northern Embankment 
and Drainage Division, whose head-quarters are in Calcutta. 

Excluding land revenue the principal heads of reoeipt are Revbkub. 
Stamps, Excise, Cesses and Income-tax. In 1907-08 the collections 
from these sources amounted (in round figures) to Rs. 19,40,000, 
of which Rs. 5,41,000 were realised from Stamps, Ks. 7,51,000 
from Excise and Rs. 1,17,000 from Income-tax. 

The total number of estates borne on the revenue-roll of the Land 
distriot in 1908-09 was 6,276 with a current demand 
Rs. 30,68,992. Of this number 5,024 estates were permanently 
settled estates with a demand of Rs. 30,36,661 ; the number of 



160 


BURDWAN. 


estates in 1687-88 was 4,937 The aotual collections of 
land revenue have only inoreased by Rs. 5,000 during the past 
30 years; and in 1908-09 amounted to Rs. 30,68,999, of which 
Rs. 22,834 was realised on account of former years. The total 
land revenue demand is estimated at 25*15 per oei . of the gross 
rental of the district. There are 153 Government estates consist- 
ing mainly of the lands acquired on the side of the Grand 
Trunk Road, and of small and unimportant estates bought in at 
ievenue sales. Of these 120, with a demand of Rs. 6,457, have 
been leased to farmers for varying periods, and 33 are under direot 
management. 

Stamps The reoeipts fiom judicial and non-judicial stamps inoreased 
from Rs. 4,07,000 in 1896-97 to Rs. 4,47,000 in 1900-01, and in 
1907-08 amounted to Rs. 5,41,000. The expansion of industry 
and oommerce, and the growing inclination towards litigation 
among the agriouliural classes and petty landlords, is a sufficient 
explanation of the inoreaee. Of the total reoeipts Rs. 4,14,000 
or more than three-fourths, were realised from the sale of judicial 
stamps, including oourt-fee stamps ; while non-judioial stamps 
accounted for Rs. 1,27,000, nearly the whole of this sum being 
realised from the sale of impressed stamps, which inolude besides 
general impressed stamps, salt and customs bonds, and bills of 
lading. 

Excise. The receipts from excise rose from Rs. 2,75,000 in 1°90-91 
to Rs. 4,74,000 in 1900-01, and further inoreased in 19o8-09 to 
Rs. 7,51,000, a figure which was only exoeeded by three districts 
in Bengal, and which represents one-third of the total reoeipts 
for the entire division. The net excise revenue was Rs. 4,707 
per 10,000 of the population, as compared with the provincial 
average of 3,191. More than two-thirds of the total exoise 
revenue is derived from the sale of ordinary oonntry spirit and 
pachwdi — the rioe spirit whioh is consumed in large quantities by 
the Santals, Bauris, and Bagdis. In the same year the total 
reoeipts from these sources were Rs. 2,79,000 and Rs. 2,55,000, 
respectively. The manufacture and sale of country spirit is now 
oarried on entirely under the oontract supply system, a oontraot 
for the wholesale supply of spirit being given out to a firm 
of distillers. Local manufacture is prohibited and the con- 
tractors are forbidden to hold any retail lioenses for its sale, 
but ar» allowed the use of distillery and warehouse buildings for 
the storage of the liquor. The right of retail vend is disposed of 
by separate shops, eaoh of whioh is put up to publio auotion ; and 
the retail vendors are forbidden to sell liquor exoept at the pro- 
scribed strengths, for whioh maximum prices are fixed. The* 
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returns for 1908-09 show that there are 82 shops for the retail 
sale of country liquor, or one shop for every 32£ square miles and 
for 18,688 persons ; and the average consumption of the liquor 
in that year was 32 proof gallons por 1,000 of the population, a 
figure fur larger than that returned by any other district in the 
division. The excess in the excise revenue from Burdw&n as 
compared with the other distiicts in the division is almost en- 
tirely due to the exceptionally large consumption of pachwdi In 
spite of the abolition of 34 shops during the year the receipts on 
aooount of pachtcdi amounted to Rs. 2,49,000, or nearly half of the 
entire provincial revenue from this source. The gross excise receipts 
per 10,000 of the population from spirits and fermented liquor 
amounted to Rs. 3,684. or moro than twice the divisional average. 

The steady increase of recent years is attributed to the opening of 
new oollieries and the oonsequent influx of highly paid 
labour. 

The balanoe of the exoise revenue is almost entirely realised 
from the sale oi opium and hemp drugs. In 1908-09 the duty 
and licence fees on opium brought in Rs. 98,000, whioh represents 
an expenditure of Rs. G43 per 10,000 of the population. The 
receipts for gauja (Ctmnabi* ludmi) and the other hemp drugs 
amounted to Rs. 87,000, representing an expenditure of Rs. 571 
per 10,000 of the population as compared with the divisional 
average of 396. Opium and preparations of tho drug are much 
used as a preventive or cure for malarial fever. 

In 1907-08 the total collections on account of Income-tax inoome- 
realised Rs. 1,17,000, whioh was paid by 1,242 persons. Owing tai. 
to the unusual development of the coal trade in the district, a 
proposal has reoently been made for %e employment of a special 
assessment staff to revise the assessments in the oolliery tracts in 
the districts of Burdw&n, Manbtjutn and Uazaribagh. It is 
probable that suoh a revision might effect a very oonsiderable 
increase of income from this source. 

There are 16 offices in this district for the registration of iugi s ti». 
assurances under Aot III of 1887 (now Aot XVI of 1908). The tion * 
District Sub- Registrar deals as usual with the documents present- 
ed at the Sadar Office and also assists the Distriot Magistrate, 
who is $x*offlcio Distriot Registrar, in supervising the proceedings 
of the Sub-Registrars in charge of the other registration offices. 

The average number of documents registered annually during 
the quinquennium ending in 1903 was 44,428*80, but in the five 
years ending in 1908 it decreased to 44.245*80, the deorease being 
due to the conclusion of the settlement of the chaukld&ri 
okdkrdn lands. The following statement Ishows the number of 

H 
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dooumeiitfi registered, and the receipts and expenditure at each 
offioe in 1908 : — 


Office. 

Oocuroente 

registered. 

Receipte. 

Expendi- 

ture. 



Re. 

Re. 

Burdwan 

... 4,279 

14,822 

11,865 

Khandaghosh 

... 2,174 

2,166 

1,839 

Metnari 

... 8,140 

8,488 

8,032 

JnmSlpur 

... 1,316 

1,888 

1,926 

Raina .« 

... 8,681 

4.047 

2,286 

Sabebgaoj 

... 2,641 

2,920 

2,588 

Mankar 

... 8,180 

8,619 

2,072 

GaekhSra 

.. 2,171 

2,432 

2,825 

Kllna 

... 2,642 

8,098 

2,496 

FnrbaatbSli 

... 1,644 

1,995 

1,936 

Mantes war 

2,890 

3,404 

|2,695 

Kafcwa 

... 3,849 

4,250 

2,495 

Ketugram 

... 3,152 

8,533 

2.176 

Man*alkot 

... 2,851 

3,140 

1,824 

Ranignnj 

... 4,447 

6,547 

2,464 

Aaaneol 

... 2,957 

4,702 

1,926 

Total 

.. 46,818 

65,551 

45,889 


Aniririfl. The ^ 0UT ^ B Burdw&n are those of the District Judge. 
tb»tion There are five Subordinate Courts at head-quarters presided over 
Justice, by 11 Sub-Judge and four Muusifs, and an additional Sub-Judge is 
usually stationed here. There are also Munsifs at Asansol, K&lna, 
and K&twa, who are subordinate to the District Judge. The 
Munsif;&t Asansol is at present assisted by an additional Munsif ; 
the oivil work here is increasing considerably and it is probable 
that the additional Munsif’s Court will be permanently retained. 
Criminal justioe is administered by the Sessions J udge, who is 
also the District Judge, and by the Magistrate ot the distriot, the 
Subdivisional Magistrates stationed at K&lna, K&twa, and 
Asansol, and their subordinates. Besides the Stipendiary Courts, 
there are benohes of Honorary Magistrates at Burdw&n, R&nig&nj, 
Asansol, K&twa and K&lna. 

Crioi*. In the early days of the British rule the distriot had a very 
unsavoury reputation, and was overrun with daooits who broke 
out from the wilderness of jungles and forest in the laterite 
country to the west to prey upon the unfortunate peasantry. 
In 1789 the Magistrate of Birbhiim estimated that there were ' 
2,000 daooits in Blrbhum, Burdw&n and K&jshahi. These 
marauders, taking full advantage of the unsettled state of the 
eountxy collected in large bodies, and on one occasion the 
offioer charged with the duty of arresting one of their 
leaden asked for a battalion of sepoys and a >owit*er 
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Frequently they were actively aided and abetted by the local 
zamind&rs or their servants. Of the daooities committed in 
1819 we read that one- half ooourred in the estates of MahMj& 
Pratap Chand Bahadur of Burdwftn, “a powerful and 
contumacious individual But in his estates not a single 
daooit was tried or apprehended. And in the next year the 
pargana of Burdw&n was aotually attached by the orders of the 
Magistrate of Birbhum, as tho zamindar would not appear to 
answer a charge of declining to aid the Polioe. A report of the 
Judge and Magistrate in 1802 shows the difficulty with whioh 
our officers had to oonteud in dealing with crime 

“The Polioe establishments are oertainly not adequate 9 the 
th&nas are too few 9 and the establishments will not admit of the 
neoessary detaohments for the performance of the duties in the 
numerous populous villages under them, and little assistance oan 
be expected from the zamindary Pikes (sic) and village watch- 
men as these are generally found to be the offenders. The 
crime most prevalent is daooity or gang robbery, whioh is 
frequently accompanied with murder.” Rain* th&na was formerly 
a haunt of the Thags and in Bengal they were first found here 
in 1802. In 1817 it was estimated that their number was three 
hundred, including five Hindu aud three Muhammadan women. 
Their descendants after the suppression of Thagi, aooording 
to popular rumour, turned to dacoity as a means of subsistence. 
Some of the stories still told about these robbers bear witness 
to their reputation for ferooity and stiength, and show the terror 
in whioh they were held by the common people. One leader 
“oould eat the raw flesh of three goats with two bottles of 
brandy and five pounds of bread a day.” Another oould fight 
single-handed with four soldiers. One woman of 35 years of 
age “ twice plundered a big zamlnd&r’s house with the assistance 
of her husband and a sword.” Another, a Muhammadan widow, 
at the age of 46 ooold ride a horse “ as oleverly as an expert 
Oaptain or Colonel oould do,” and on one oooasion, with the 
assistanoe of her old father, killed ten men who attaoked 
them. Daooities are still fairly common in the district, and the 
detection of the offenders is very difficult. It is an easy matter 
for the members of the gangs to oonoeal themselves 'among the 
nnmerous up-country coolies employed at the many collieries in 
the Asansol Subdivision, where the population is oonstantly fluc- 
tuating. Banning train thefts are also exceedingly common 
between Asansol and Bnrdw&n, and petty thefts and burglaries 
are very common in the Asansol Subdivision, espeoially in 

the neighbourhood of Asansol itself. 
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The district in divided into 23 th&nas with 9 outposts as 

shewn in the statement in the 
POLIO. Statiov* Outpost* raargin . In 1908 the regalar 

Sadar Subdivision. police force of the diatriot con- 

sisted of the District Superin- 
tendent, and Deputy Superiu- 
' tendent, 8 Inspectors, 49 Sub’ 
Inspectors, 68 head-constables, 
nnd 552 constables, a total force 
of f>79 men representing one 
policeman to every 3*9 square 
miles and to every 2,257 of the 
population. The rural force 
employed in the interior con- 
sists of 162 rural cto factors and 
4,144 rural chanhid&ra , who are 
paid at the rate of Es. 6 and 
Es. 5 a month, respectively. 
Until recently there were still 
many watchmen called phdridars , 
paik* and ghdtwdla who held 
lands in return for police service. 
These men are survivals of the 
old village watchman, who was 
maintained by the village com- 
munity in which he lived and 
whose duty was to guard the property and persons of his fellow- 
villagers from the attacks of daooits, burglars and thieves. As 
a rule he himself belonged to some thieving gang and his engage- 
ment as watchman was simply blackmail. It is therefore hardly 
surprising to find that these watchmen were reckoned *“711© and 
abominable.’ 9 The majority of these have now been replaoed 
by paid chauk&ddts under Act VI of 1879 and the chaukld&ri and 
ghdtw&li lands have been resumed and resettled with the 
zsmind&rs. 

There is a District Jail at Bnrdw&n with accommodation for 
271 prisoners, r/s , 7 barracks for 195 male conviots and 1 for 
19 under-trial prisoners, a female ward for 11 female conviots, 

6 oells for male' oonviote, and a hospital* with 36 beds for male 
convicts.* There is also a female segregation ward with aooommo* 
dation for four prisoners. The industries oarried on are the 
manufacture of mustard ■ oil, . dark and . carpets, tmc&r tape, 
and wheat flour. The subsidiary jails at the 3 Subdivisions! 
ontsfatione have acco mmodation for 88 prisoners. 

lepoct oa 18 L& 
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Sahebgonj. 

Khandaghofh. 

RainS. 

Satgachia. 

Jamal pur. 

Auagr&m. 

Oalsi. 

Memari. 


Bara Baziir. 
Birhatta. 
Murad pur. 
Nouionganj. 
Kesha bg.tnj. 
K&nchammgni 


A son sol Subdivision. 


R&nl?anj. 

K&baa. 

Aaaoao]. 

Faridpur. 

Bar&kar. 


ETUwa Subdivision. 
KStwa. | Dainliat. 

Ketugr&m. 

Mangalkot, 

Ellina Subdivision . 

Kilna. 

PurbasthSli. 

Man tea war. 


•Pi. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT. 

Exclusive of municipal areas the aroa of the distriot is 2,669 j>$ s trict 
square miles, inhabited by 1,438,443 persons, and 'within Board, 
this the management of looal affairs, such as the maintenance 
of roads, bridges, ferries, and pounds, the control of village 
sanitation and tfater-supply, and the provision of medical 
relief, is vested in the District Board witli the Looal Boards 
and Union Committees under it The Burdwan District Board 
consists of 19 membeis including tlie Chairman, who is the 
Magistrate of the district. Of tbe remaining 18 members 6 
are elected and 12 nominated by Government, 4 of whom 
hold their appointment er-officw. The Board is thoroughly 
representative and at present 0 members are pleaders or mukhtars, 

6 are Government servants, 4 representative of the landed 
interest and 3 are classified as miscellaneous. 

For tbe period of ten years euding with 1902-03, tho average income, 
annual income of the Board was Rs. 3,03,000 ; and by 1906-07 
this had risen to Rs. 3,86,000. This income was mainly derived 
from the local rate (road coss) Rs. 1,62,000; pounds Rs. 9,000; 
ferries Rs. 9,O(»0; and other sources Its. 60,000, and inoluded 
Rs. 1,44,000 contributed by Government. Tho Government 
contribution, however, includes the allotment for Government 
works executed by tho District Board. Exoluding the opening 
balance the receipts for the year 1907-OS amounted to Rs. 3,80,000, 
including Rs 1,70,000 realized fiom road ccss, Rs. 1,59,000 
contributed from Provincial revenues as contribution to the 
Board and on account of Government works executed by it, 

Rs. 10,000 obtained lrom ferries and Rs. 10,000 from pounds. 

Here, as elsewhere, the road cess is the principal head of reoeipt, 
but the taxation is not heavy, amounting to annas two per head 
of the population. 

The average annual expenditure during the ten years ending ispndi- 
1902-03 was Rs. 2,9a, 000, of which Rs. 1,88,000 was spent on tow ’ 
civil works, Rs. 61,000 on education and Rs, 4,000 on medical 
relief. During the five years hiding in 1906*07, it amounted 
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to Rs. 3,91,000, the oliief heads b»4ng oivil works (inclu ding 
Government works undertaken by the Board) Rs. 2,58,000, 
education Rs. 60,000 and medioal Rs. 10,000. In 1907-08 
the expenditure was Rs. 3,28,000, of which about two-thirds, 
Rs. 2,32,000, was expended on civil works (including Government 
works) ; education Rs. 55,033 and medical Rs. 12,857 being the 
other principal heads of expenditure. 

The maintenance of communications is the heaviest charge 
on the income of the District Board, which now maintains 
203 miles of metalled and 298 miles of unmetulled roads, in 
addition to a largo number of village traoks with a total 
length of 654 miles. The cost of maintenance in 1907-08 was 
Rs. 327, Lis. 67 and Rs. 14 per mile for these three classes of 
roads, respectively. Besides these about 100 miles of Provin- 
cial roads are maintained by the Board, the ooat being met 
from funds allotted by Government. The Board also maintains 

8 Middle schools, and aids 78 Middle, 218 Upper Primary, and 
1,005 Primary sohools, and employs 14 Inspecting Pandits to 
supervise the management and expendituie of the schools. It 
also maintains a technical school at Burdw&n, un der its direct 
management, with annual contributions of Rs. 240 from the 
Burdw&n Municipality and of Rs. 3G0 from Government. In 
all a little more than 6 per cent, of the ordinary income of the 
Board was expended during the } ear on medical relief and 
sanitation. Ten permanent dispensaries, and five temporary 
fever dispensaries are entirely maintained by it, and grants-in- 
aid are also made to four Municipal dispensaries. The expendi- 
ture includes the oost oE speoial measures taken to provide 
gratuitous medioal relief to the people ou the outbreak of epi- 
demio diseases. A veterinary dispensary is also maintained at 
Burdw&n. 

Under the Distriot Board there are four L >oal Boards in thi* 
district, whioh are entrusted with the maintenance of the village 
roads, pounds, ferries and primary education within eaoh sub- 
division of the distriot. For these purposes they reoeive fixed 
allotments from the District Board. The Burdw&n Local Board 
consists of 15 members, and the three other Looal Boards of 

9 members eaoh. Of the members two -thirds are elected and 
one-third nominated by Government, the Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman of the Boards beiug elected by the members. At 
present the Chairmen of the Asansol, K&twa and K&lna Looal 
Boards are the subdivisional officers, who have been elected #s> 
offleio 9 while the Chairman of the Burdw&n Looal Board is a 
non-offloial. 
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There are atpresent six Union Committees in the district at Umoir 

Mem&ri, M ftokur, Srikh&nda, J®””" 
Srib&ti, Baidy&pur and B&gnS- 
p&r&. The marginal table shows 
the area and population of each 
union. Eaoh of these commit- 
tees is administered by a Board 
of 9 members, and they are 
entrusted with the administration of the village roads within 
their jurisdiction. Hitherto the Union Committees have not 
displayed muoh aotivity and their income and expenditure has 
been in many years merely nominal. But the scope of work of 
the Union Committees has been much widened by the recent 
amendment of the Local S»lf- Government Act, and muoh useful 
work may be expected from them in the future. 

There are at present bix municipalities in the district, Burd- ^uirici- 
w&n, K&twa, K&lna, Dainh&t, U&niganj and Assnsol. The faiitifs. 
Burdw&u Municipality was established in 1865; and the munici- 
palities at KAlna, K&twa and Damli&t in 18# 9; that at R&nfjt'uij 
was established in 1876, while the Asausol Municipality, which 
is now the second largest in the district, was established so 
reoently a* 1896. 

The Burdw&n Municipality oovors an area of 8*4 square miles B an j w5n# 
and moludes 38,691 people, of whom 8,076 or 20*87 are rate- 
payers. It is administered by 22 Commissioners, 15 of whom 
are elected and 7 nominated by Government, 2 being appointed 
by virtue of their office. During the ten years ending in 
1902-03, the average annual inoome and expenditure of the 
municipality was Its. 1,02,000, and Rs. 1,14,000, respectively, and 
by 1906-07 they had risen to Rs. 1,32,000 and Rs. 1,32,000. 

In 1908-09 the inoome amounted tp Rs 1,29.000 the principal 
heads of reoeipt being the tax on houses and lands, whioh in 
here levied at 71 per oent. Rs. 41,000; water-rate, Rs 26,000; 
conservanoy Rs 18,000 ; and grants and contributions from 
Government and other souroes Rs. 15,000. The inoidenoe of 
taxation and of inoome per head of population was Rs. 2-8-9, and 
Rs. 3*5-6, respectively. During the same year the total expendi- 
ture amounted to Rs. 1,20,000, whioh was distributed mainly under 
the following heads: Establishment 7*41 per oent; Lighting 
4*46 per oent ; Water-supply 15*53 per oent. ; Drainage 1*6 per 
oent. ; Medioal 11*8 per oent.; Public Works 16*07 per oent.; 
and Eduoation 6*69 per oent Burdw&n. whioh was formerly 
considered one of the healthiest and most prosperous towns 
in the Provinoe, suffered very severely from the epidemio of 


Name of 
Union 

Area in 
square 

Population. 

Committee. 

Mem&ri 

milee. 
w 12 

10,323 

Manltur 

. 12 

10,478 

Bnkhanda 

.. 8 

8 500 

Brib&ti 

10 

11,300 

BaidySpur 

... 10 

5,922 

Bffgofip&rS 

... 10 

7,10c 
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{ever whioh ravaged the distriot between 1862 and 1874. It 
has been estimated that more than half of the inhabitants died 
or left the town during these disastrous years* Although the 
health conditions are now much improved, the town is still badly 
drained and, at certain seasons of the year, sufferfe severely 
from fever. The houses for the most part drain into the shallow 
tanks and depressions from which the materials for their cons- 
truction were ezaoavated and these tanks in many oases beoome 
veritable oess-pools, obstructing the natural drainage, and are a 
great souroe of danger to the public health. A surface drainage 
scheme which will cost some 6 lakhs of rupees has been prepared 
for the town. The Maharaja has promised to contribute 
Rs. 60,000 towards the oost of the work and Government has 
promised to make a similar contribution. The municipal 
finances, however, are not very prosperous, and it is improbable 
that the scheme will be taken up soon. 

The most successful feature of the municipal administration 
is the water- works. These were constructed during the year 
1884-85 at a cost of Rs. 2,35,500. Of this amount Government 
contributed Us. 50.000 as a grant, and Rs. 11,000 as the price 
of the old sluice at Jujuti, whioh was taken over from the 
Municipality, and the MahSraj a of iiurdwan made a similar 
contribution while the balance of Us. 1,24,500 was raised by 
loan in the opou market. Most of the loan has now been repaid. 
The management is in tho hands of a special sub-committee 
of the Municipality, which includes among its members the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman, the Civil Surgeon, the District 
Superintendent of Police, and an Engineer of the East Indian 
Railway. The supply is drawn from the D&modar river. The 
pumping station is situated some 2J miles north-west of the 
town aud has four enginos, three boilers, one intake with a 
roughing filter, five high level settling tanks, two low level 
settling tanks, five filter beds with a daily capacity of 875,000 
gallons, and oilo clear water reservoir with a capacity ' of 285,000 
gallons. The average daily consumption is 413,000 gallons or 
12*9 gallons per head; and the total income and expenditure 
during 1908-09 was Rq. 26,000 and Rs. 18,000, respectively. 
Generally speaking tho quality of the water supplied is good, 
but when the Damodar falls during the hot weather, the supply 
baa occasionally to be taken from the Banka. At this season of the 
year this river is praotioally an open drain and receives all the 
drainage of the villages on its banks, and in addition the 
supply of water is often very insufficient. In order to ensure a 
Donstant supply of D&modar water, it would be necessary to 
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construct a weir aeross that river below the sluioe. This project 
has frequently been proposed, but there are very serious engineer- 
ing diffioulties to be overoome and the oost would be prohibitive. 

In spite of this defeot the water-supply has been of enormous 
benefit to the townspeople and is undoubtedly the ohief oause of 
the reoent marked improvement in their health. The only portion 
of the town which is not supplied with water is that lying to the 
south of the Banka river and a projeot for extending the water- 
supply to this quarter is under discussion. 

The total population of Ranlganj at the last oensus was RSnlgaqj. 
16,398 and of this number 1,692 or 10 ( 3 are rate-payers. The 
Municipality is administered by 12 Commissioners, eight being 
elected and four nominated. The town i9 a busy centre of trade 
and contains, besides a small Kailway settlement, Messrs. Bum 
and Company 's pottery works which employ nearly a thousand 
operatives, the Bengal Paper Mills, and several oil and flour 
mills* Formerly it was the centre of the coal industry and the 
Bengal Coal Oompauy still has its head office at Egara near the 
town an 1 works several mines in the immediate neighourhood. 

8ome workings which have been made over to Messrs. Burn & 

Company ar* actually being carried under the town itself. The 
town is thickly populated : almost all the buildings are of brick 
and in good order, aud the roads are well maintained. The water- 
supply is derived from a large number of wells, both private and 
public, and the Municipality has also leased several tanks in 
different parts of the town in order to provide water for the 
public as the present supply is inadequate. The income and 
expenditure lor 1907-08 were Us. 18,528 and Us 21,249. The 
income is principally dorivod from the rate on holdings, whioh is 
levied at 7 1 per cont. on the annual valuation, and the conser- 
vancy rate Nearly one- third ot the expenditure is spent on 
conservancy, and about one- fifth on medical relief. For the past 
1 3 years the income aud exponditux e have practically balanced eaoh 
other an l iho Municipality has no funds to spaie for now projects. 

The Municipality of Katwa, which was established on the 1st Kxtw*. 
April 1^69, it administered by a Municipal Board composed of 12 
Commissioners, of whom eight are elected and four nominated 
by Government, one of the lattoi being appointed ex-officio. The 
area within municipal limits in 1908 was one square mile, and 
tho number ol rato-payeis was 2,385 or 33’03 per oent. of the 
whole populate u, with au average inoidence of taxation of 
Ro. 1-1-2 per head of tho population. 

During tho live years ending in 1906-07, the average annual 
k income and expenditure ot the Municipality were Rs. 10,200 and 
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Rs. 10,800 respectively, and iu 1907-08 the annual inoome 
excluding the opening balanoe amounted to Rs. 12,500. The 
chief souroes of inoome are the tax on persons levied at twelve 
annas per oent. on the oirnumstanoes and properties of the rate- 
payers, from which Rs. 4,700 was realised in 1907-08, and 
the oonservanoy rate which brought iu Rs. 2,100 in the same 
year. 

The expenditure for the same year was Rs. 13,000, excluding 
Re. 2,400 expended on the repayment of loans, advances and 
deposits, the principal heads being conservancy and medioal, 
which accounted for 39*59 and 11*83 per oent. of the total 
expenditure. The Municipality maintains a charitable dispen- 
sary. The roads aro mostly metalled, but very narrow and 
skirted by masonry drains. A drainage scheme, which is esti- 
mated to cost Rb. 77,000 has been prepared for the town and 
will be taken op as soon as funds permit 

The K&lna Municipality was established in 1809 and is 
administered by a Board of 15 Commissioners, of whom ten are 
elected and five aro nominated The area within municipal limits 
in 1908 was two squaro miles, iud the average incidence of 
taxation in 1907-08 was Re. 1-13-7 per head of the population. 
The average annual income and expenditure of the Muni- 
cipality during the five years ending in 1903-07 wero Rs. 14,000 
and Rs. 13,900, respective!/. In 1907-0**, the income was 
Rs. 15,000; the chief souroes being the tax on persons which 
brought in Rs. 4,900 and the con&ervanoy rate which brought in 
R 9 . 3,500. During the sarao year (he expenditure was Rs. 14,000, 
of which sum Rs. 4,700 Was ^peut on (onservanoy and Rs. 2,100 
on road repairs. A drainage scheme for the town, which is 
estimated to oost Rs. 33,000, has been preparod under the 
supervision of the Assistant Sanitaiy Engineer. The northern 
portion of the town is thickly populated, and is better provided 
with roads and drains than the southern and interior portions. 
In these quarters the waste lands, and depopulated homesteads, 
the silted up tanks and depressions full of rubbish of all sorts 
bear eloquent witness to the decline of trade and the deoay of 
prosperity. The trade is now, however, increasing, and the 
Municipality may expect better times. 

The Municipality of Dainh&t, which was established on the 
1st April 1869, is administered by a Munioipal Board oomposed 
of 12 Commissioners, of whom 8 are eleoted and 4 nominated 
by Government, 1 being appointed ex-officio. The area within 
munioipal limits was nearly 4 square miles in 1998, several 
villages with a total area of 2 squaro miles having been included 
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within the Municipality in 1900. The number of rate-payers 
is 1,270 or 22*6 per cent, of population, and the average 
inoidenoe of taxation m 1907-08 was annas 7-10 per head. 

In 1907-08, the income aggregated Rs. 4,870 excluding an 
opening balance of Rs. 713. The inoome was mainly derived 
from the tax on persons, which brought in Rs 2, 79, and 
the oonservancy rate whioh brought in Rs. 429. The expendi- 
ture in the same year was Rs. 4,743, the principal heads being 
general establishment, conservancy, medical and publio works, 
which accounted for 15-6, 31*6, 24 3, and 11*2 of the total expen- 
diture, respectively. The supply of drinking water is mainly from 
the river Bhagfratlii and, when tho stiearn diies up in the hot 
season, is veiy deficient. Most of the roads are unmetalled. 

The Municipality maintains a charitable di^peu^nry 

Asansol is the second largest Municipality in the distnot and Asansol. 
is adminibtoied by a Municipal Boaul composed of 12 Com- 
missioners nominated by Government, ot whom 7 are appointed 
(V-ojficio. The Municipality was established in 189G, and in 
1901 an additional nroa of 1*4° squaio mileb was included in it. 

The area within mumoipal limit* at piest nt is 3 73 square miles. 

The number of rate-payers in 1908 was 2 312, oi 12*8 per cent, 
of the population, and the average incidence of taxation was 
Re. 1-2-1 pei head of population. The average annual inoome 
duung the five years ending 1906-07 was Rs 19,000, and the 
expenditure was Rs. 18,000. In 1907-08, the income excluding the 
opening balance amounted to Rs. 21,000 and was mainly derived 
horn the rate on holdings at 7} per cent, on tho annual value of 
the holding, which brought in Rs. 14,000, and the • onservancy 
rate which brought in Rs. 4,900 The expenditure in the 
same year was Rs. 26,090, the principal items of expendi- 
ture being drainage, eons* ivancy, and publio works, whiob 
accounted for 12'04, ob'0, and 13’ 6, respectively, of the total 
amount. Drainage and water-supply schemes arc awaiting 
adequate funds. 
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EDUCATION. 

liroiaHtr. Under the old Municipal system of the Hindus eaoh village 

iTSTiir. had its chief, its accountant, its prieBt, smith, oarpenter, potter, 
barber, washerman, poet, dootor and last but not least its Tillage 
or hedge school master, the gutu mn/iasaya, who presided over the 
village pdthshatd. In 1835 Mr Adam calculated that there 
were more than 100,000 of these schools in Bengal and Behar. 
In 1802 the Magistrate of Burdw&n reported “ thac there are few 
villages oi any note in which there is not a school but the instruc- 
tion in them is confined to the teaohing of children to read and 
write.” The ohildreu of Muhammadan parents usually received 
their education in t lie oemmon branches from the village sohool 
roasters. But m villages where Muhammadans were numerous 
the Hindu pdthshald was "usually replaced by a maktab. In the 
Hindu pdthshdld the teacher ( guru tnahdwya) was a poor Kayesfh 
or less often a Br&hman, who was usually paid in kind, or was 
given a contribution in cowries by eaoh boy’s family, and also 
got a small share of grain at harvest time. The school was held 
in his hut, and often in fine weather under some tree in the 
village. Here the boys were taught reading, writing and 
mental arithmetic. They practised writing with ink on palm 
or plantain leaves, or with chalk on the floor, and after they 
had learnt the Bengali alphabet, some small collections of - verses 
were committed to memory. Particular attention was paid to 
mental arithmetic and mensuration, the boys learning by heart 
the verses of one Bhrigur&m D&s, better known as the Subhankgri, 
which oontain formulae for calculating * arithmetical figures, 
interest, land measurements, etc. .Boys were sent to the pdlAshdld 
in their fifth year and stayed there three to six years. In 
I naktebi, the teaoher ( akkungi ) taught arithmetic and ,the rudi- 
ments of Persian or Urdu, the boys writing not" only on leaves 
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bat alio on country paper. The bulk of the pupils finished 
their eduoation in these elementary sohools, and then followed 
their hereditary occupations. Many of the Kayesths went on to 
the landlords’ kaohdrta and learnt zamind&ri acoounts 9 thus quali- 
fying for employment as writers or gumdahtaa ( agents ). A lew 
read at homo the vernacular versions of the epics or PurAnos 
while Brahmans studied the ludiments of Sanskrit under some 
pandit in the neighbourhood, and thus qualified themselves for 
the priesthood. 

The more ambitious of the Br&hmans, however, were not so 
easily satisfied and studied at one or other of the educational cen- 
tres in Bengal containing tola or Sanskrit oolleges. The most famous 
of these were at NadiA and in its neighbourhood, but there were 
smaller oiroles at BhAngAmodA in this district, Bhatp&ra in the 
24-Parganas, and in Howrah at Bally. The students resided in 
the house of some learned pandit* and were treated as members of 
the funily, doing d imobtic w >rk, and if they had means, contri- 
buting to the cost of the household. Eveiy pupil loarnt grammar 
in the first instance foi some years, and then read some easy 
literary works. After this lie selooted some special subject for 
study, usually higher literal ure, tigd//a or logic, ami s?nrtti or law. 
The whole period of learning lasted usually tiom eight to sixteen 
years. After finishing the course, many went on tour to oom- 
ple(e their studies, visiting Mithila (Daibhanga) to learn 
darahana or philosophy and law, and Benares for grammar, 
rhetorio and the Vedas. On returning home, many of them set 
up small toh in their own houses 

Well-to-do Musalmans sent piomising bo> s to Madrasas, 
which were established at nearly all the head-quarters of the 
looal Governors. TheBo institutions date back to the beginning of 
Muhammadan rule in Bengal, foi we find that Muhammad-i- 
BakhtyAr Khilji and his Amirs sot up Madrasas at Lakh mm ti, 
and in 1313 A. D Zafar Elian built one at Tiibeni. r Jhey were 
usually attached to some mosque and were often liberally 
endowed. The students had lodging and boarding free, though 
contributions were frequently made by those whose parents were 
better off. The pupils were taught the Koran and Persian 
dassios by maulvis, while special instruction was also given 
in the QAdis or Musalman law and in Arabic literature. 
In the old correspondence reference is made to several snoh 
institutions. For iustanoe, in September 1818 we find the Oolleo* 
tor reporting concerning a religious institutidn and school at which 
N5 or 6 sohoiars were entertained, the cost bring met by a pension 
of Hi. 6 s year granted by Government to the principal. In 
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1819 there is a referenoe to a Madrasa attached to a mosque, 
possibly that at JBoh&r, and in July 1823 the Board reported an 
endowment for a oollege in Burdw&o of 254 siooa rupees per 
annum. 

No special arrangements appear to hare been made lor female 
education. Hindu girls of tender age often attended p&thah&ldi 
but few were permitted to go there after seven or eight years of 
age* The Muhammadans were stricter and apparently did not 
permit them to go to any makiab , but many of the more affluent 
allowed their girls to be taught at home. Among the Eayesths 
and Br&hmans, a lew managed to learn Bengali or Sanskrit at 
home. The Vaishn&vas were more liberal-minded, allowing girls, 
and even elderly ladies, to read and write ; indeed, there were 
several poetesses among them. 

Pbogbbss Tbe first attempt to improve on this system of education Was 
°’ made in 1816 when Captain Stewart, a servant of the East India 
“ Company, established two vernacular schools in the distriot, in 
tion. oonneotion with the Churoh Missionary Society. In two years 
the number of schools had increased to ten containing a thousand 
ohildren and oosting Rs. 240 a month. Captain Stewart at first 
enoountered considerable opposition, aud the Br&hman school 
masters, who saw their oooupation threatened, oiroulated rumours 
that he designed to kidnap all the children and send them to 
England. One instanoe even is said to have occurred, in which 
a father exposed his ohild to prevent the possibility of his being 
eduoated by Captain Stewart. The introduction of printed books 
also caused some alarm. Foxmerly nothing but manuscripts bad 
been used and it was • remarked ot the village sohool masters: 
“If you put a printed book in their hands they are unable to 
read it without great difficulty and axe still less able to understand 
its contents.” Besides the rudiments of Geography, Astronomy, 
and History Captain Stewart caused instruction to be given in 
some few of the preambles of the East India Company’s regu- 
lations with the objeofc of instructing the people in the benevolent 
intentions of the Government. These sohools became so cele- 
brated that the Calcutta Sooiety sent its Superintendent for five 
months to BurdwSn in 1819 to learn Captain Stewart’s system, 
as it was found that he eduoated a greater number of ohildren 
with fewer teaohers and at half the oost of the old aysteiq and 
when Mr. Adam made his enquiry into the state of ecUuhtjon 
in 1887, he reported that Burdwftn was the best eduoated district 
in Bengal. The eduoational work of the mission continued' to 
prosper. Under the fievd. J. J. Weitbreoht (1889-1858) the. 
Mission managed 14 'schools scattered over an area of 40 mils* 
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with an attendance of a thousand boys, a girls 9 sohool, and one 
of the first High sohools in Bengal with a hostel for Hindu 
students attaohed to it. Of these sohools four in Burdw&n were 
supported by the subscriptions of the European residents in the 
station, who contributed Rs. 60 a month for this purpose. 
Besides the vernacular sohools maintained at and neari)urdwfin 
elementary sohools had also been opened before 1834 at Esina and 
E&twa, the latter being managed by the Baptist Missionary 
Sooiety. 

In his third report on the state of eduoation in Bengal state of 
Mr. Adam gives a detailed description of the sohools and oolleges 
then existing in the distriot. There were in all 629 Bengali 
elementary sohools, one village containing as many as seven, and 
seventy-nine containing two or more. Of these sohools nine 
were supported by the Missions and one by the Raj& of Burdw&n. 

The teaohers were mostly Kayesths, Br&hmans, Sadgops 
or Aguris by oaBte, and many of them eked out their professional 
income by engaging in farming, money-lending, trade, weaving 
or Bervioe. The total number of scholars was found to be 13,190 
of whom 13 were Christians, and 769 Muhammadans, «*nd the 
average period passed at sohool was estimated at about 11 yean. 

They were drawn from all olasses and castes, but in the Mission 
sohools a far larger proportion of low oaste boys were taught. 

In addition to these elementary schools there were 190 Sanskrit 
sohools with 1,358 students. The subjoots oommonly taught 
in these were Grammar, Lexioology, Literature, Law, Logic, 
Medioine and Mythology. And besides these there were 93 
Persian and 8 Arabio schools, of whioh two were supported by 
the Mah&r&j& of Burdw&n. There were also four girls 9 sohools 
at Burdw&n, E&twa, and K&lna. All the sohools were managed 
by Missionaries, and the numbe- of girls taught in them was 
175, of whom 36 were Christians, and one a Muhammadan. 

The standard of instruction given in most of the elementary 
sohools oan be judged from the fact that out of the total 
number ofsoholars no less than 7,113 had not advanoed beyond 
writing on the giound, and only 2,610 had learnt to write on 
paper. 

In the, next thirty years a great advanoe me made and by stats of 
186& ten aided and two unaided High sohools, and twenty-two 
Middle English schools had been established. The Ohuroh * 
Missionary Soourtj, besides its High school and hostel at 
Bimlw&n, whioh' was in a flourishing condition, had opened a 
High schopl at Memtri, and another had been established by the 
Vm Church of Sootk&d Mission at Kftlna. In thesa'ttae* 
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sohools atono the number of boys taught was 518. In addition 
the High sohool maintained by the Mahfirfij& of Burdw&n, which 
had been established as an Anglo-Vernaoular sohool in 1817, 
had increased largely and at that time was attends I by 500 
pupils. Another High sohool known ns the Burdwfin Preparatory 
School bod been staited in the town and was doing well. A 
free High English school had been established at Chakdighi 
by the trustees of the will oi the late Babu Sfiradfi Praefid Singh 
Rai, and aided High English schools, under native management, 
had been started nt Katwa, Kulingrfim, Okersba, Belgona, 
B&gnapftrfi, and Badla. Besides these Government Middle 
Vernacular schools had been established at Amadpur, 
Bar&kar, and Galsi. Two sohooU for European and Eurasian 
children, tho that in the district, had also been opened in 
1866-67. 

* enisle The first bohool for girls was staited by the European ladies 
education. ^ ^urdwan in connection with the Ladies’ Society at Caloutta 
some time before 1834, and by 1837 there were altogether four 
girls' schools in the distriot. All these sohools were under the 
management oi tho various Missionaries. The Ladies’ Sooiety 
of Calcutta suppi rted tho^e at Japat near Kfilna and m Burdwan 
itself, aud these schools were under tbe mangement of the Rev. 
Mr. Alexander. Another in the piemiseB of the Church 
Missionary Society at Burdwfin was supported and managed by 
the Rev. J J Weitbrecht, while the school at Katwa was 
managed by the Rev. . W. Cary and supported by the Caloutta 
Baptist Society for promoting native female education. In 
the schools supported by the L idles’ Society a sum of Re 1-8 
a month was allowed for piovidmg lefre-hments foi the children. 
And three female messengers weie employed to bring the 
ohildren to school and to take them home If the messenger 
brought ten scholars a day for a mouth, she was paid Rs. 2, but 
it was not neoessary that the same ohildren should always be 
brought, and only the number was regarded. It is therefore 
hardly surprising to find Mr Adam writing of the sohools that 
the progress of the ohildren was slow and their attendance 
irregular. The number of girls taught in these sohoola was ' 
175 and the instruction was largely religious Of this 

number 36 were Christians, and only 1 a Muhammadan, while 
Mr. Adam reports that out of the total number of jpeholara, 
112 co lid read but could not write. In 1808 .there were 
altogether 9 girls’ school* and the Depuiy* Inspector reported 
that a desire for the education of girls was rtea$Ty 
progressing. 
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If Burdw&n is no longer the best eduoated district in Bengal 
it compares very favourably in this respect with the rest of duration, 
the Provinoe. Out of a total population of a little over one 
and-a-half millions, 130,000 persons, or one in every 12, were 
returned at the last census as literate, that is, they could read 
or write come language, while 16,658 or a little more than one 
in every 100 persons, oould read and write English. This propor- 
tion is considerably laiger thin that returned for the Province as 
a whole. Of the persons who were returned as literate, male*, as 
might be expeoted, predominate enormously, the peroentage of 
literates among them being 16 2 as oompared with the provincial 
average of 10*4; while among females 8 out of every thousand 
were literate — a proportion which is the average for the 
division and is considerably higher than that returned for most 
districts. In respeot of English eduoation, also, the district stands 
high Approximately 1 man in every 60 and 1 woman in every 
thousand were able to read and write English — a figure which 
is exceeded only by the metiopolitan districts, that is, Hooghly, 

Howrah, and the 24-Parganas. It is only the higher oastes 
such as Baidyas, who to judgo by the census returns are muoh 
the best educated caste, Kayesths and Brahmans who havo any 
knowledge of English, Among the lower castes who form the 
great bulk of the population there are piactically none who 
have any acquaintance with it. 

It is difficult to estimate with any accuracy the progress 
in education, owing to a change in the 8} stem of recording the 
census. On former occasions the population was divided into 
literate, learning and illiterate, but m the census of 1901, the 
only distinction made was between the literate and illiterate. 

It 1, is certain that a good manj persons who would have been 
entered as " learning ” under the old rule have iu the last 
oenaus been shewn as illiterate, and it is therefore impossil le to 
base any accurate estimate of the advance in eduoation on a com- 
parison of the returns. A rough approximation can howevex be 
arrived at by taking all persons over 15 years of ago who were 
entered as "learning” in 1891 as "literate.” Such a 
comparison .was made in the census report for 1901. The 
results obtained for the disiriot show that in 1891, 19 per 
cent, among males over 16 years of age were literate and 
five per thousand among females. The corresponding figures 
for 1901 were 20 per cent, among males and 10 per mille among 
fegbnles* There are now in the district no less than 1,470 
echOola of* which 1,467 with 6&,4$3 pupils are publio institutions, 

4J*d B With 030 pup3s ar« private institutions. Of the former 

H 



178 


BTTftDWAN. 


OOLLI- 

OIATa 

EDTTCA- 

now. 


Secovd- 

ABY 

BVUOA- 

Tioy. 


26 eohools, attended by 1,138 pupils, are under public manage- 
ment, 16 being managed by Government and 10 by the Distriot 
or Municipal Board; while 1,431 sohools, attended by 52,344 
pupils, are under private management, 1,207 being aided and 225 
unaided. The number o I boys at Bohool as compared with the 
number of boys of sohool-going age, is steadily inoreasing and 
is now 46,718 out of a total of 114,711, whioh represents a 
peroentage of 40*7, the distriot in this respect standing tenth 
among the districts in the Provinoe. The inspecting staff 
consists of one Deputy Inspeotor of Sohools, 3 Additional 
Deputy Inspectors of Sohools, 9 Sub-Inspectors of Schools, 
3 Assistant Sub-lnspeotors of Sohools and 16 Inspecting 
Pandits. 

The only oollege in the distriot is that maintained by the 
Burdw&n B&j in the town of Burdw&n. This institution, which 
is entirely maintained by the Mah&r&j&, was founded in 1817 as an 
English Vernacular school. In 1868, by whioh time it had 
beoome a High school, there were 500 boys on the rolls, and in 
1881 it was finally recognised as a second grade college. The 
number of pupils on the rolls has of late years steadily 
declined and in 1909 was only 53 as oompared with 203 in 1904. 
The principal oauses of the decrease are reported to be the 
establishment of the Wesleyan Mission College at B&nkurft and 
the recent imposition of tuition fees. Twenty-five boys were 
sent up for the F. A. examination of 1908, of whom 14 passed, one 
passing in the 1st division and nine in the 2nd. At the 
supplementary F. A. examination of the same year 6 students 
passed, of whom 1 stood first and another seventh in older of 
merit. The returns for 1907-08 shew that the total receipts from 
fees amounted to Bs. 2,287, and from endowments tp Be. 7,232, 
the total expenditure being Bs. 9,500 which represents an average 
of Bs. 144 for each student a year. Attached to the college is a 
collegiate school also maintained by the Jl&j. The number of 
pupils on the roll in 1909 was 268 including 12 Muham m a d ans. 
The B&j also maintains a High school at K&lna. 

The number of secondary schools in the district is 186 includ- 
ing one for girls with an attendance of 11,689 boys mad 69 girls. 
Of these sohools 28 are High schools, of which aided 

afid 11 unaided. There are 8 High sohools afc Thitlhtitt— the 
Burdw&n Municipal School whioh ia supported by ft* MtaueipaUty 
with a grant-in-aid, the Burdw&n fi&j Collegiate Bohool, the oost 
of which ia entirely borne by the B4j, end the Burdw&n Albert 
Viofcor School, whioh is the largest in the district, having 
394 boys. 
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The following statement gives the - high schools during the 
year 1909*10 

A id«d sohools. Unaided schools. 


1. Burdw&n Municipal. 1. Burdwan R&j Collegiate. 

2. Bhaila 2. Burdwan Albeit Victor. 

3. Memfiri. 3. Gopalpur. 

4. Nasigi&m. 4. Sank&ri. 

6 . Mftnkur. 5. Torkona. 

6 . Baina. 6 . Chakdighi. 

7 Badla. 7. Kali) a Raj. 

8 . Bagnepara. 8 . Putsuri. 

9. Patuli. 9- Mathrun. 

10. Purbasthali. 10. Ukhra. 

11 . Katwa. 11 - £ttora - 

12 . Dainhat. 12 - Siarao1- 

10. Okersha. 

14. Bftnlganj. 

15. Asansol Bailway. 

16. Sanktoria (Disergarh). 

Besides the High schools thoie are altogether 85 Middle 
English schools in the district, of which 4 are under the direot 
management of the District Board, 61 are aided and 20 unaided. 
Of the 22 Middle Vernacular schools 4 are under the Distriot 


Board, and 16 are aided. The number of pupils in the secondary 
sohools is rising and in 1909 was 11,700 against 11,200 
in the preceding year. Of this number 4,200 or 37 per oent. 
belonged to the secondary stage. The total expenditure on the 
eohools amounted to Bs. 1,79,000 of which Bs. 22,000 was derived 
from publio funds and Bs. 1,56,000 from private sources. Of 
the expenditure, Bs. 44,000 or more than one-foui th was 
in the Primary department, Bs. 2,000 being derived from Govern- 
ment, Bs. 3,000 from the District Funds, Bs. 22,000 from 
fees, and Bs. 21,000 from private sources. During the same year 
the total contribution from Provincial revenues for secondary 
eduoatian amounted to Bs. 8,000, and the total receipts from 
lees to Bs. 93,000. The annual average cost of educating a 
boy in a High school, Middle English school, and a Middle 
‘Vernacular school was Bs. 20, Bs. 11 and Bs. 12, ^respectively. 

The number of boys* Primary schools in the distriot 181,138, 
of which 221 are Upper Primary and 917 Lower Primary no*, 
•strode* Of these, 8 schools attached to the 8 Qw Tiaming 
aohoole ere managed by Government end one by the Municipal 

*2 
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Board* The rest are under private management! 972 being 
aided and 157 unaided* Of the aided schools there are 8 colliery 
ptthah&ld* in the Asansol subdivision, whioh in 1908-09 reoeived, 
grants from an assignment of Rs. 800 made by Government for 
the education of the miners' children, 4 schools were aided 
from the receipts from Government estates, 28 were aided by 
the various Municipalities, and 721 by the Distriot Board. 
The number of pupils attending the schools during the year 
1908-09 was 86,000 of whom 9,000 were in the Upper Primary 
sohools. The Gurus in oharge of the schools are now paid a 
small subsistence allowanoe and a further allowance at the end 
of the year, whioh is only given if their sohools satisfactorily 
pass the tests imposed by Government. The total expenditure 
for 1908-09 on Primary sohools was Rs. 88,249, and the average 
annual cost of an Upper Primary school was Rs. 135-8 and of 
a Lower Primary school Rs. 68-8. Most of the Primary sohools 
are badly equipped with furniture and teaching applianoes, the only 
equipment prescribed by the Distriot Board for an Upper Primary 
sohool being a sohool house, 3 wall maps (the World, Bengal and 
the Distriot), a blook board and a chair or stool. And at least 
ninety per oent. of the Lower Primary sohools possess no sohool 
house, a private house or a shed attaohed to some temple being 
generally used for that purpose. In 1906-07 Government placed 
a grant of Bs. J,600 at the disposal of the Distriot Board for 
the construction of buildings for the Primary sohools, but it was 
found impossible to raise a sufficient amount by local subscription 
and no buildings have as yet been erected. 

In 1908-09 there were 76 girls’ sohools m the distriot of whioh 
7 received grants-in-aid from Government, 59 were aided by the 
District Board and 3 by the Municipalities, and 7 were unaided. 
Two Model Girls’ sohools have been opened by Government at 
Psraj and Amadpur, whioh are now under the control of the 
Eduoation Department, and all the other sohools receiving Govern- 
ment aid are under the management of Missionaries. Excluding 
boys the total number of pupils under instruction in the girls’ 
sohools in 1908-09 was 1,998, of whom 7 belonged to Middle 
English sohools, 71 to Middle Yernaoular sohools, 175 to 
Upper and 1,754 to Lower Primary schools. The only secondary 
girls’ sohool in the distriot is the Asansol Mission Girls’ Mfoldle 
Vernacular sohool, whioh was formerly a Middle Eoglisji johool 
but has recently been reduced. The expenditure on secondary 
and primary sohools for girls amounted in the Opto* year to 
Bs. 13,000 as compared with Be. 11*500 in the pfecediqg year. 
Qfthis sum Rs. 1,800 was contributed by Provincial refOnueS 
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and Bs. 1,900 and Rs. 380 by the Distriot Board and the 
Munioipalitieei respectively. Fees are oharged in very few of 
the schools and the receipts from this head only amounted to 
Bs. 142 Female teaohers are employed ia the sohoois under 
Missionary management and in that maintained by the Burdw&n 
B&j at Burdw&n, but generally speaking almost all the girls’ 
sohoois ace taught by male teaohers who are drawn from some 
boys’ sohool in the locality. Most of the sohoois send up their 
pupils for the examinations oonduoted by the Uttarp&r& Hit&k&ri 
Sabha. 

There are three schools for Europeans in the distriot. These Eobomab 
are the Railway sohool at Asansol for boys and girls, and the Schools. 
St. Patriok’s boarding sohool for boys and the Loretto Convent 
sohool for girls whioh are maintained at Asan9oi by the Boman 
’ Oatholio Mission. The Bailway sohool is maintained by the East 
Indian Bailway Company and is aided by Government. The 
other sohoois are unaided. 

There are two teohnioal sohoois in the distriot— the Burdw&n Tbohhi. 
Technical Sohool at Burdw&n, whioh is managed by the Distriot £** M 
Boaid, and the Eharsoli Industrial Sohool, attaohed to the 
Wesleyan Mission at R&niganj. The Teohnioal sohool at Burd- 
w&n was started sixteen years ago. It is at present divided into 
an apprentice department and an artisan class. In the apprentice 
department the course of training corresponds exactly to that 
in the first and seoond years’ apprentice classes of the Sibpur 
Engineering College, and after two years’ training the pupils are 
sent up for the Sub-Overseer’s examination of that College held 
under the Joint Teohnioal Examination Board. In the artisan 
olass practical carpentry and blaoksmith’ts work is taught. No 
fees are oharged in this olass and the Burdw&n B&j provides 
8 scholarships, each of the value of Bs. 36 'a year, tenable for 
two yean, for artisans under training. There were 61 pupils 
on the rolls in 1908*09 and the total expenditure in the same 
year amounted to fis. 4,600, of whioh Bs. 2,800 was contributed 
by the District Board, Bs. 240 by the Municipality, and Bs. 60 
by the Distriet Board of the 24-Parganas, while the income 
from fees amounted to Bs. 1,200. The Eharsoli Industrial sohool 
is attaohed to the Wesleyan Mission at B&nlganj and was found- 
ed in 1897. Lower primary education and a training in simple 
carpentry is given to the pupils, who are all boarders in fib 
Mission orphanage. * 

There ere 78 sirittefe and Eoran sohoois in the distriet with Snout 
2, 566 and 265 pdpfls attending them. Of the Korea ichoqk 
the Bidgrta Madrasi receives Re. 48 a year out oLa spemg 
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grant of Rs. 400 sanctioned by Government for the encourage- 
ment of Muhammadan eduoation in the district, and 62 maktabs 
are aided from publio funds, receiving in all Bs. 1,680 from 
the Distriot Board, Bs. 142 from the Municipalities and Bs. 300 
from Provincial revenues. There are also 13 unaided indi- 
genous schools which have not aooepted the standards of the 
Eduoation Department, inoluding tola , maktabs, and Koran 
schools with 330 pupils. 

There are 43 night schools, i.*., primary schools attended by 
adult laboureis and cultivators in the evening after their day’s 
work, which were attended by 836 pupils. For training gurus 
or primary school teachers there are 8 training sohools with 8 
practising schools attaohed to them, working on an upper primary 
basis. The number of pupils was 113. Ten hostels for male 
students and one for females are maintained, whioh are all under 
private management. There are also 8 lower primary sohools 
specially intended for the ohildren of Sant&ls and other abori- 
ginals. 

There are five publio libraries in the distriot, the Burdw&n R&j 
Public Library, the Kalna Mayo Library, the K&twa Hhy&m 
Lai Library and a publio library at R&niganj. Of these the 
Burdwan Raj Library is the largest and most important. It was 
established in 1881 and in 1908-09 was visited by 70,435 persons. 
It is entirely supported by the Mahar&j&. The K&lna Mayo 
Library is partially supported by the MunidpaUuy and those 
at K&twa and R&niganj are maintained entirely by publio 
subscriptions. Four newspapers are published in the distriot, 
the Burdw&n Sanjibani, the Pallibashi, the Batnakar, and the 
Phisun and there are four publio printing presses at Burdw&n, 
two at Asansol and two at B&nigan j. There are printing presses 
also at K&twa and Srikhando in the K&twa subdivision, and at 
K&lna. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

GAZETTEER. 

Agradwlp. — A village in the K&twa subdivision! situated on 
the Bhftglrathi. The sacred river at K&twa has for Hindus an 
especial sanctity rivalling in that respect the Gauges at Benares. 
According to tradition the great Vikram&ditya used to transport 
himself from his palace at Ujain in R&jputan& daily in order to 
bathe in the river. Agradwlp is a famous plaoe of pilgrimage 
and contains a temple of Gopin&th at whioh some ten thousand 
pilgrims gather every April. 

AndSL —An important junotion on the East Indian Railway, 
situated some ten miles east of Raniganj in the Asansol sub- 
division. There is a large railway settlement here and the station 
whioh is known as Ondal station is the junotion for the Ondal 
Loop line whioh serves the north of the Raniganj coalfield, and 
also for the recently constructed line to Sun in the Blrbhum 
district. 

Asansol Subdivision. — The north-western subdivision of the 
distriot lying between 23° 25' and 23° 63' N. and 86° 48' and 
87° 32' E. with 1 an area of 618 square miles. A hundred years 
ago the whole of this traot was a wilderness of forest and jungle, 
dotted at long intervals with tiny clearings and settlements. 
For oenturies it had been a sort of debateable land between the 
Jharkhand, or great western forest, inhabited by the aboriginal 
tribes whom the Hindus classed indiscriminately as Chuars, and 
the settled country to the east ; and even at the end of the 
eighteenth oentury it was the haunt and refuge of bands of 
broken and outlawed men who, taking advantage of the unsettled 
state of the land, ravaged and plundered the oountxy-side. The 
tract contains the famous R&nlganj ooal-field. It is now one of 
the busiest centres of industry in the Indian continent 
its coal and iron fields |are filled with a throng of busy and 
prosperous miners and artisans. It is bounded on the north 
by the Santfil Paxganas and the Ajay whioh separates it from 
Blrbhfim, on the east by the Burdwfin subdivision, and on 
the south and west by the Dftmodar and Barfckar rivers which 
separate it from BtnkurA and M&nbbum. 



184 


BUEDWAJI. 


Until 1906 in which year the subdivisional head-quarterawere 
transferred to Asansol, the subdivision was known as the Bftniganj 
subdivision. The north-western part consists of a rooky undula- 
ting oountry, which merges in the south and south-east in the 
alluvia' plain stretching along the D&modar. Its population was 
370,988 in 1901, compared with 310,273 in 1891. It oontains 2 
towns : Asansol, its head-quarters and a great railway oentre 
(population 14,906), and Baniganj, its former head-quarters 
(15,841) and 811 villages. The subdivision is now the most 
progre«sive part of the distriot, but the density of population, 600 
persons to the square mile, is still slightly less than that of the 
K&twa subdivision. It differs from tho rest of the district, whioh 
is entirely agricultural in character ; the alluvial soil here ohanges 
to literite, and rich coal and iron fields have of reoent years 
caused a continuous inorease in the number and prosperity of its 
inhabitants. The subdivision oontains numerous collieries and also 
the Bengal Iron and Steel Works at Kendwa near Bar&kar, the 
potteries of Messrs. Burn and Co., and the Bengal Paper Mills at 
Bftniganj, and Messrs. Burn and Co.’s Lime and Brick Works at 
Andal aud Durg&pur. 

Asansol.— Head-quarters town of the subdivision of the Bame 
name, situated on the East Indian Bailway, 132 miles from Calcutta, 
in 23° 41' N. and 86° 59' E. Population (1901) 14,906. The 
head-quarters of the subdivision have reoently been transferred 
from Bftniganj to Asansol, which is situated in the oentre of the 
coal-field and is now one of the most important railway oentres 
in Bengal. In 1881 the town was a rural traot. In 1891 its 
population was returned at 11,000, and in 1901 at 14,906. There 
is a large European oommunity oonneoted with the railway 
and the bazar is growing rapidly. The town is situated in the 
middle of the Bftniganj ooal-field, and since ooal of a better 
quality is obtainable here than further east it has practically 
taken the place of Bftnfgan j ap the oentre of the ooal industry. 
There is a junotion here with the Bengal-Nagpur Bailway and 
the railway Btation and workshops have reoently been much 
enlarged aud improved ; the looomotive shops are said to be the 
largest in the world. Asansol was constituted a Municipality in 
1896 and the Municipal Board consists of 9 Commissioners; 
the area within munioipal limits is 3*73 square miles. 
The Grand Trunk Boad runs right through the town, which lies 
on either side of it for a distance of some two miles. The sab- 
divisional offioes and the civil courts are situated on the south 
of .the road on high ground beyond the Bengal-Nagpur line, 
some two miles west of the town. The East Indian Railway 
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Volunteers have their head-quarters at Asansol, and in 1901 
head-quarters were constructed here for the newly raised u B ” 
troop of the Chota Nagpur Mounted Bifles. A. Boman Catholio 
Mission in the town maintains a ohuroh, convent, and sohools, 
and a Methodist Episcopal Mission supports a leper asylum, 
orphanage, and girls' sohool. The town contains the usual publio 
office*. There are also several emigration depdts where ooolies 
who have been recruited from other districts halt before they 
are despatohed to the tea-gardens in Assam. The town contains 
a very large railway settlement and a handsome Institute and 
extensive recreation grounds have been provided for the employes. 

Anagram. — A village in the Burdwftn subdivision situated 
some five miles north-west of Gnskhar& Bailway Station. It 
oontains a charitable dispensary, wbioh is maintained by the 
Distriot Board, a police* station, a middle olass English school 
and a branoh post-office. There is also a Sanskrit tol in the 
village. On the road to Anagram there is an old fort called 
Fanohaganga whioh is intersected by the metalled road from 
Guskh&rS to Aus gr&m. The population of Ausgr&m according 
to the oensus of 1901 is 1725. 

Bagnapara — A village in the K&lna subdivision containing 
a Siva lingam temple known as Gopeswar. * Ihe plaoe is 
identified with Ohaitanya and his followers, the Vaishnabs, visit 
this temple in considerable numbers on the oooaaion of the 8hiba- 
rdtri festival. 

Banpfts. — A village in the head-quarters subdivision with a 
population, according to the census of 1901, of 1,425 persons. 
The village is noted for its manufacture of brass and bellmetal 
ware, and gives its name to a railway station on the loop line 
of the Hast Indian Bail way, though situated at some distance 
from the line. 

Bar&kar.— A village in the B&clganj subdivision of the 
distriot, situated on the left bank of the Bar&kar river in 23° 46 ' 
N. and 86° 49' E , about 143 miles from Calcutta. The 
population of Bar&kar proper in 1901, was 385 but the name is 
ordinarily understood to include the villages of Begnjiift, Tjadna , 
Manberift and several small collieries with a total population 
of nearly 5,000. Kendwa, some two miles from Bar&kar, is the 
site of the Bengal Iron and Steel Works, whioh employ nearly 
3,000 hands daily and had a total output in 1903 of 48,900 
tons valued at 27 lakhs. The works were originally managed by 
Government bnt in 1889 were handed over to Messrs. Martin 
and Co,, 'Calcutta* ▲ full aooount of them will be found in 
Chapter VIII. The opening of the grand ohord line of (he East 
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Indian Bailway has plaoed Bar&kar on the main line^ and it is 
at present one of the busiest industrial plaoes in Bengal. The 
roads are thick with coal dust, and the oountry round is studded 
with oollieries and factories, and oovered with a network of 
railway sidings. Two fine bridges oarrying the Grand Trunk 
Boad and the new railway line span the Bar&kar river, and the 
town is thus in direot communication with the Jherri& ooal-field. 
There is au old d&k bungalow on the Grand Trunk Boad at 
the approach to the bridge over the Bar&kar river, whioh was 
formerly an important halting-plaoe. The town also contains 
some very fine old stone temples. The following description of 
these is condensed from that given in the Aroheeologioal 
Survey Reports, Volume VIII (1878) : — There are four temples 
whose towers are in entire preservation. Of these two oonsist of 
a simple cell each, surmounted by a tower roof, but there are 
traces of a mandapa in front, of whioh all but the foundations 
have disappeared. Apparently the temple consisted of a oell 
with its doorway : an antarala , formed in the thickness of the 
baok walls of the mahamandapa : and a mahamandopa about 
thirteen and a half feet square. The towers are richly indented. 
There iA an insoription at the doorway of one of the temples. 
It is in two distinct pieces both of which are in a variety of the 
Bengali character. From the style of the oharaoterB the templeB 
do not appear to date beyond the Muhammadan oonqnest, or 
at the utmost to just before. The inscriptions are not dated. 
One of them mentions the ereotion of the temple by one 
HarishoJiandra for his beloved : but who Harishohandra was 
or when he built the temple is not mentioned. The temples 
are particularly interesting as being the finest existing examples 
of their type. They face east. In the oell of the insoribed one 
is a Qanega on a pedestal in front of whioh is an oblong argha 
with three lingam holes out into it. A peculiarity of these 
temples, and not of these alone but of the entire series of 
temples of this type to be found in M&nbhum, is the sunk 
position of the floor of the sanctum. Temple No. 3 
stands by itself. Its features are much like those of the 
temples already described but unlike them it faoes west. 
The object of worship inside is the figure of a fish lying flat, 
senring as an argha to five lingam holes out in it. This sculp* 
tore is especially interesting as proving that the fish in essentially 
a representation of the female powers of nature," a character 
which it bean in the mythology of other nations, but which 
appears to have been overlooked or forgotten in Indian mythology, 
where it, and a similar symbol, the tortoise, are dissociated 
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from the Ungam. Olose to this temple and faoing it standi 
temple No. 4. It is now partially enolosed within a ooortyard: 
bnt the walls of this enclosure are evidently later additions, as they 
oover up the mouldings of the temple outside on the sides. 
Divested of this wall the temple oonsists of a oell and an antarala 
or vestibule. It does not appear to have ever had a mahamandapa 
in front. The objeot of worship is a lingam plaoed in a great 
argha 4 feet 7 inohes in diameter. Externally the tower 
differs considerably from those of the other temples, and though 
in bad order, surpasses them in beauty and riohneBs, though tho 
soulptured details are not so profuse or minute. The temples are 
surmounted by urns and not, as usual, by cylinders or spires, or 
cones. Four miles north of Barakar under the Hadla hill there is a 
beautiful stone shrine to Kalyaneswari, the Lady of Fulfilment, 
a plaoe of pilgrimage] for barren women, whioh is said to be 
400 or 500 years old. According to tradition the shrine and 
the group of temples attached were erected by an ancestor of 
the Panohet Baja, who is said to have married the daughter of 
a Baja Lau Sen of Senpahari. The story is that a Bohini 
Deoghar Brahman onoe saw a jewelled arm rise out of the waters 
in the adjacent nala. He went and informed Baja Kalyana 
Sinha of Kasipur of Panohet who came himself and saw the 
prodigy. At night the goddess herself appeared to him in a 
dream and pointing to an irregular stone, somewhat like a rude 
argna y said, “This is my murti; worship it.” The Baja built 
the temple and the stono having been duly inscribed was 
installed in it. 

B&rul. — A village in the Asansol subdivision situated in 23° 44' 
N. and 87° 7' E. The population according to the census of 1901 
was 532. Barul is situated in the middle of the iron ore tract 
and has given its name to the surrounding iron ore field. About 
1,700 persons are daily employed in iron mining and practically 
all the mineral iron is despatched to the Iron and Steel Works 
at Bar&kar, where pig iron, pipes, and various kinds of castings 
are turned out. The ore is found in the alluvial deposits and 
soil at a number of places, as masses of hematite and magnetite 
at Kftlimati in Singhbhum, and in the iron stone shales of the 
B&nlganj coal-field. The B&niganj ore is in the form of car- 
bonate at depths, but it readily weathers aud at the surface 
consists of hematite and limonite. 

BudbucL — A village situated on the Grand Trank Boad, some 
22 miles from Burdw&n, in 23° 24' N. and 87° 34' E. It was 
formerly the head-quarters of a subdivision and the station of a 
Muneifi. In 1879, however, when the present districts of Buzdw&n 
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and B&nkur& were constituted, the head-quarters of the subdivision 
was removed to Bishuupar iu the latter distriot. Two of the 
three th&nas of the old Budbud subdivision, Budbud and 
Ausgr&m, were inoluded in the head-quarters subdivision of the 
Burdw&n distriot, while the third, fcban& Son&mukhi, was trans- 
ferred to B&nkur&. The Munsifi was abolished shortly after- 
wards, and in 1898 the polioe-station was removed to Qalsi. 
Budbud is now a plaoe of little importance. Aooording to the 
census of 1901 the population is 988. 

Burdw&n Subdivision. — Head-quarters subdivision of the 
distriot, lying between 22° 66' and 28° 37' N. and 87° 26' and 
88° 14' E. and extending over 1,268 square miles. The subdivision 
is bounded qq the north by the Katwa and K&lna subdivisions, on 
the east by Hooghly, on the south by Hooghly and B&nkur& and 
on the m est by the Asansol subdivision. It oontains the th&nas 
of Burdwan, S&hebganj, Khandaghosh, Kaina, Satgaohia, Qalsi # 
Ausgr&m and Jam&lpur and the outpost of Mem&ri. The 
subdivision for the most part consists of a flat alluvial plain, 
covered with rioe crops, which is a part of the delta formed by 
the Ajay, the Bh&girathi and the Damodar. In thana Ausgr&m, 
however, the soil beoomes laterite, and a traot of about J00 
square miles in this thana is covered with forest of bastard s&l. 
The principal rivers are the Damodar, which separates the .th&nas 
of Khandaghosh and Baina from the northern portion of the 
subdivision ; the Banka and the Khari, which are tributaries of the 
Bh&glrathi. The Eden oanal also runs through the subdivision. 
Its population in 1901 was 679,412 as compared with 619,868 in 
1891. It oontains one town, Burdwan, the head-quarters of the 
distriot and 1,688 villages. It is less deusely populated than 
the rest of the district supporting only 536 persons to the square 
mile. Brass and bellmetal ware and cutlery are manufactured 
at Banpas and K&nonannagar, and silk dhotis and saris at 
Mem&ri ; a large annual fair is held at K&nobannagar a suburb 
of Burdw&u town. A considerable tasar silk industry is oarried 
on at M&nkur, which is also an important trade centre. 

Burdwan —Principal town and administrative head-quarters 
of the district situated in 23° 14' N. and 87° 51' E. on the B&nka 
river and the main line of the East Indian Bailway. The popula- 
tion according to the oensus of 1901 is 35,022 (excluding 3,669 
persons returned as living within railway limits) of whom 25,453 
are Hindus, 9,441 Muhamadans and 128 others. The town 
really consists of 93 villages stretching over an area of nine 
miles, and the greater part of it is rural in ohsraoter. In 1814 
the population was estimated at 63,927 and for a long time the 
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town was regarded by the residents of Caloutta aa a sanatorium. 
Prom 1868 onwards however it suffered very severely from the 
Bnrdw&n fever and, though the more virulent type of the 
disease has now oompletely disappeared, the town is still very 
unhealthy at oertain seasons of the year. Sinoe the construction 
of the water- works, however, the health of the town has much 
improved. It was the head-quarters of the Commissioner of 
the Burdwfin Division from 1854 to 1871 and again from 
1881 to 1896. The Commissioner’s head-quarters are now at 
Chinsura in Hooghly. 

The town has been indentified by M. de St. Martin with the 
Parthalis or Portalis whioh, aooordiug to the Creek geographers, 
was the royal oity of the Gangardm or Gangarides. According to 
Colonel Waddell one of its suburbs was the oapital of the old 
Kingdom of Kama Su varna whioh lay to the west of the Bh&gi- 
rathi and under the Gupta Kings in the seventh century comprised 
the present districts of Burdw&u, Bankura, Murshidabad, and 
liocghly. Mr. Beveridge, however, places the oapital oi Kama 
Suvaraa at Bangsmati in Murshidabad, and this is probably the 
more correot view. Burdwan oity is first mentioned in 
Muhammadan histories in 1574, in whioh year, after Daud 
Kh&n’s defeat and death at Rajmahal, it was captured by 
Akbar’s troops. Subsequently it is mentioned as the oountry 
residence of Sher Afgan, the first husband of the famous 
Mihr-ul-nissa, afterwards the Empress Nur- J ahau (“ light of the 
world ”), who was treacherously attacked and slain just outside 
the town by the Emperor’s foster brother Kutb-ud-dm, who was 
then Subfihdar of Bengal. Jehangir subsequently married 
Mihr-ul-nissa and there is little reason to doubt that her first 
husband was murdered by his orders. Kutb-ud-dm him sell 
was killed in the encounter, the scene of which is still pointed 
out near the railway station, and his grave and that of Sher 
Afgan are still to be seen in the town. 

Burdwan was again besieged and taken by prince Kkurram, 
afterwards tbe Emperor Shah Jahan, in 1624 and by the rebels 
Subha Singh and Baliim Kh&u in 1695. Subha Singh was 
killed by a daughter of the Raja of Burdwan whom he attempted 
to outrage, and Rahim Khan was eventually defeated aud slain 
just outside the town by Azim-u-Shan the Emperor s grandson. 
After his defeat of the rebels Ajrim-u-Sh&n continued to reside in 
the town for some three years, during whioh time he built the 
groat mosque whioh still bears his name, 

There are several ancient tombs in the town, the most interest- 
ing being those of Pir Babr&m Sh&li, Khoja Anwftr Shah, Sher 
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Afgan and Kutb-ud-din. Of the two last an account has already 
been given. The following referenoe to Pir Bahr&m oooon in 
the memorandum book of Khusgo : — “ Hajrat Haji Bahr&m 
Sekka was a native of Turkestan. He belonged to theBayet 
seot of Musulmans.” lie is also noticed in the memorandum 
book of Nudrat : “ Daring the reign of Bmperor Akbar, Bahr&m 
Sekka oame to Delhi and was, for his piety, taken into the good 
graces of the Emperor, who plaoed implioit confidence in him, but 
owing to the machinations of Abdul Fazl and Faisi who held 
important posts in the court of Akbar and who had grown 
jealous of him, Bahr&m Sekka left Delhi in disgust and oame to 
Burdw&n. He however died here within three days of his 
arrival. It is also Btated that when Bahr&m Sekka arrived 
at Burdw&n he heard of a famous hermit named Jaipal and 
made his acquaintance. The latter, however, very much 
impressed with the miraoles performed by this Muham~ 
madan saint, became his disciple. The garden where the 
grave of Bahr&m Sekka lies formerly belonged to Jaipal, who 
having made over all his belongings to Bahr&m Sekka, fixed his 
residence in the corner of the garden. When the news of 
the death of Bahrain Sekka reached Akbar, he, through the 
Naw&b Nazira of Bengal, allotted the revenues of certain villages 
to the perpetuation of his memory. The tank and garden were 
repaired and an allowance of two rupees a day was made for 
daily oharity.” The lands assigned have been resumed, and 
Government has granted a monthly allowanoe of Rs. 42-2-3 
to replace the income from them. It is further related that 
Bahr&m Sekka was a H&ji of Mecca and Medina and he 
afterwards became a water-carrier in the streets of Meooa and 
Najaf. It was his duty to offer water to every thirsty wayfarer 
and this act was considered highly virtuous. Bahr&m Sekka wrote 
in his works: “ Shaikh Sadi was a water-carrier for forty years.” 
The translation of tho Persian inscription cn the tomb is 
as follows:— u When I wished to know the date of his death, 
methinks I heard a voice from the seat of God saying * My 
Bahr&m Sekka was a wonderful fakir/ ” Died 970 Hijri. 
Khoja Anw&r Shah fell in battle near the town and his tomb 
was built by the Emperor Ferokh Sh&h in oonsideration of 
his services. The date on the tomb is 1127 Hijri. 

About 2 miles from the town, at Naw&b H&t, is a group 
of 108 Siva lingam temples whioh stand in a rectangle planted 
with trees and oontaining some well-kept tanks ; these temples 
were built and consecrated in October 1788 by the Mahfif&nl 
Adhisw&ri Bishtu Kum&ri Bibi. wife of Til&k Chandra and mother 
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of Tej Chandra. This series of temples is exactly similar to that 
at Kalita, of whieh a full description is given in the artiole on 
that town. Near the temples, and probably intended to guard them 
is the spacious fort of TAlitgarh whioh formed the refuge of the 
BurdwAn family and its retainers during the MarAthA invasions of 
the 18th century. The fort stands in an open plain. It is almost 
eiroular in form and is a space of over half a square mile in extent, 
defended by a lofty earthwork rampart, with bastions at regular 
intervals, and enoiroled by a wide and deep moat. There are still 
traoee of masonry at the northern gateway, and in the citadel 
and some of the bastions. The interior forms the cultivated 
lands of a village whioh has grown up within it and in the main 
street of whioh a twenty-four pounder gun was visible in 1888, 
half buried in the soil. The fort was oonstruoted by the BAjAs 
of Burdw&n expressly as a plaoe of refuge against the periodical 
inoursions of the Mar&thas, and though never oompletely armed 
must, when defended by a numerous body of men. have been 
impregnable against the attacks of horsemen unprovided with 
artillery. The cannon, mostly twenty-four pounders, with which 
it was mounted, were very numerous and are now kept at 
Burdw&n. There is a similar fort at Kulingr&ra, about six miles 
south of the Memari railway station. 

Within the town itself the principal places of interest are 
the palaces and gardens of the Mab&r&ja, which are in the centre 
of the town. The Dilkusha, which is surrounded ty spacious 
and well-kept grounds, is situated some two miles west of the 
railway station : here there is a small zoological garden maintained 
by the Mah&rAjA, which is well worth a visit. There are also 
some fine old tanks among which may be noticed the Krishnfi- 
s&gar tank constructed by Krishna llam Rai, and the RAnlsAg&r 
tank exeavated by RAni Brojo Kishori in 170^ a. d. According 
to tradition Krishna BAm Bai was assassinated while bathing 
in the tank whioh bears his name. The only modern monument 
of any importance is the Star of India arch erected by the 
present Maharaja at the entrance to the town, to commemorate 
Lord Carson’s visit. Cutlery is manufactured at the suburb 
of K&nohannagar and there are two oil mills in the town; a 
large annual fair is also held at K&nohan nagar . Burdw&n was 
constituted a Municipality in 1865 and the Municipal Board 
consists of S3 Commissioners, of whom 15 are elected. The 
area within municipal limits is 8*4 square miles. Water-works, 
oonstruoted at a cost of Bs. 2 lakhs, were opened in 1884, 
the Meharija of BurdwAn contributing half $ lakh, and the 
remainder being borrowed from or contributed by Government; 
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the health of the town has sinoe greatly improved. The 

town possesses the usual publio offioes. The district jail has 

accommodation for 256 prisoners, the chief industries being 

8Ufki pounding and the manufacture of oil and fietc&r ; carpets 

are also made and indigo dyeing is carried on on a small scale. 
The mofrt important eduoational institutions are the Burda&n 
R&j College, maintained by the R&j, and a technical sohool 
affiliated to the 8ibpur Engineering College, maintained by the 
Distriot Board, with a contribution from the Municipality. The 
Churoh Missionary Society early fixed on Burdwan as a centre from 
which to carry on its work and in the early half of the last 
oentuiy had established a prosperous and well-managed mission 
under the Rev. J. J. Weitbreoht. The fever epidmio of 1864 — 72, 
however, compelled the society to transfer most of its institutions 
elsewhere, and the mission is now a purely evangelistic one. 

Oulna . — See K&lna. 

Cutwa . — See K&twa. 

Chakdlghi. — A village in the head quarters subdivision, some 
thirteen miles south of Mono&ri station. It is the reridenoe of one 
of the leading zamlndars of the distriot. The village contain* 
a free High English school which was established in 1863 by 
the trustees of the will of the late B&bu Sarada Pras&d Singh 
Rai and a charitable dispensary. 

Churulia. — A village in the Asansol subdivision lying round 
a ruined stone fort on the Ajay in pargana Shergarh. The 
village is occupied by Muhammadan aimtn&dar8 who have built 
their houses and mosques from the stones of the fort. They have 
no tradition of how they oame there. The fort is said to have 
been built by one Raja Narottam and is known as R&ja 
Narottam’s fort, hut nothing is known of this Raja and no 
one can even say to what caste ho belonged. It is possible that 
the fort may originally have belonged to the Panchet R&j&s as 
Mr. Oldham has suggested. 

Dainhat. — A town in the Katwa subdivision, situated on the 
right bank of the Bhagirathi in 23° 36' N. and 88° ll'E. . 
According to the census of 1901 the population is 5,618. Biass 
and bellmetal f work is manufactured in the town, and weaving 
is carried on ; there is also some trade in salt, jute, grain, English 
cloth, cotton and tobaoco. The town, which lies between K&twa 
and Ealna, was formerly considered one of the principal ports 
oi the distriot. But the river is gradually receding from it 
and its prosperity has long been declining. It is now of little 
commercial importance. The remains of the B&j&s of Burdw&n 
from Abu Rai, the founder of the bouse, to Jagfit R&m Rai, are 
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preserved here. Dainh&l was constituted a Municipality in 1869. 
The area within municipal limits is 4 square miles. 

Dlgnagar. — A village in the Burdwftn subdivision of the 
district, situated in 23° 26' N. and 87° 42'. E. Population 
(1901) 2,717. It is a local market for grain and sugar and is 
noted for its brass and bell-motal ware. Shellac and lao-dye 
are manufactured here. The village is described by Jaoquemont 
as a place of some importance. 

Earidpur. — A village situated on the Grand Trunk Road 
near Oyaria station. It is the head-quarters of a police th&na. 
It is important from a police point of view as it is situated in the 
centre of the jungle area which lies to the north of the Grand 
Trunk Road. 

Gopbhum. — A large pargana lying on the eastern slopes 
of the Asansol watershed. This was the name given to the 
tract of wooded upland forming the cape or headland of 
the promontory from Central India which juts out into the 
district. The neok of this promontory is Shergarh, lying 
between the Ajay and Damodar. Between it and Gopbhum in 
the same formation are the recently formed parganas of Salimpur 
and Senpah&ri, whioh probably belonged to Gopbhum. The 
actual headland is formed by Gopbhum with the delta, not only 
fencing it in on the west but coming round it on the south 
and edging in on the north. Gopbhum, whioh is still oovered 
for the greater part ol its surface with 8dl forest, was by 
universally ourrent tradition the seat of a Sadgop dynasty of 
which some traoes are still extant. The only R&j& of the race 
whose name survives was Mahendranath or, as he is locally 
called, Mahindi R&jft. The ruins of his fort at Amrfirgarh 
near Ifftnknr, and of other forts at Bharatpur and K&ksa, which 
apparently belonged to oadets of the house, are still visible. The 
remains at Amr&rgarh do not appear to be very ancient, and 
the Sadgop kingdom of Gopbhum apparently existed till almost 
modern times, first as subject to the Mughals and then under 
the shadow of the Burdwan house itself. But by 1744 Raja 
Chitrft Sen of Burdw&n had ocoupied Gopbhum and had con- 
structed his forts at Rftjgarh at R&ksa and near Gorangapur.* 
Gorangapur. — A village in the Asansol subdivision situated 
on the Ajay in pargana Senpah&ri. The name is derived from 
one of the names of Chaitanya, the great Vaishnavite reformer— 
Gozanga or Gouranga the fair limbed. The village contains a 
beautifully built briok temple, a landmark for miles far and 
wide, still in fine preserv ation though deserted, and evidently 
• OMIwb, Some Historical sod Bthnieal Aspects of the Baldwin District. 
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more than a hundred and fifty yean old. The building is 
known as the temple of Iohbay Ghose, and tradition says that 
Iohhay Ghose was a devout person who constructed the temple 
in honour of the goddess Bhagabati. He is said to have been 
killed in battle by a B&j& oalled Lau 8en who, according to 
tradition, was a descendant of Bollal Sen, the king of Bengal. 
It is very probable however that this supposed Lau Sen is no 
other than the Burdw&n B&j& Chitra Sen Bai, who conquered 
Gopbhum in the middle of the 18th oentury. Close to Gorangapur 
on a small tableland overlooking the Ajay, whioh is olothed with 
dense forest, on the very confines of Birbhiim and P&nohet 
(Shergarh), stands the fort constructed by Chitra Sen Bai to 
overawe Gopbhum and Senpah&ri, in whioh his cannon with his 
name in Persian characters deeply engraved on them lie to this 
day. Another account makes Iohhay Ghose the architect or 
artificer of the temple. 

Guskhar&. — A large village in the head-quarters subdivision 
situated on the Loop line of the East Indian Bailway. Since the 
opening of the railway station the village has grown largely and 
it is now a rioe mart of considerable importance. It contains a 
sub-registry office, a sub post-offioe, a Sanskrit tol and a Distriot 
Board bungalow. Guskh&r& is now an important distributing 
centre and cultivators come from a distance of fifteen or sixteen 
miles to it to sell their rioe and paddy. A hdt is held tv/ioe a 
week on Tuesday and Fridays. The population in 1901 was 
2,172. 

Jamalpur. — A village situated some eleven miles south of 
Vem&ri railway station on the east bank of the D&modar river. 
The village is an important trading centre and contains a sub- 
registry offioe, a police station, a sub-post office, a lower primary 
school and a Publio Works Department inspeotion bungalow. 
The D&modar here is connected with the Eden canal by a 
slnioe from Halara to Jam&Ipur. Population (1901), 795. 

Kaksa. — A village and polioe station in the Asansol subdivision, 
situated about half a mile north of P&nagar railway station 
on the main line of the East Indian Bailwav in 23° 27 / N. and 
87° 30 / E. According to the census of 1901 the population 
amounts to 2,244. E&ksa is historically interesting on aooount 
of its connection with the Sadgop dynasty whioh, according to 
universally current tradition, formerly ruled iu Gopbhum and 
Senpah&ri. The south-western extremity of this kingdom, now 
pargama 8alimpur, was apparently held by two Sadgop Hngiinge, 
probably mere cadet » of the house of Gopbhfim— -one stationed at 
Bhar&tpur on the D&modar, and the other at Ktakeswar or 
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Kftkn. The fori at K&ksa was stormed and the R&j& was slain 
by a Mnhaynniad an leader from Bokh&n named Sayad Sayad 
Bokh&ri, whose descendant Sayads, hold the Kftkaa lands in aimmd 
to this day. The date of the ooourrenoe is very uncertain for 
while it is possible that Sayad Bokh&ri may have been a 
leader during the earliest invasion into Bengal, it is equally 
probable that he was a soldier of fortune in later times. A 
similar fate probably overtook the Bharatpur chief. The remains 
of the tiny fort at K&ksa can still be seen and in the small tank 
below it figures of Hindu deities oarved in basalt are still oooasion« 
ally found. In addition muoh stonework of Hindu work- 
manship may be traoed in the ruins of the mosque 

whioh is known as the R&j&’s mosque close to the fort, 
Bharatpur overlooks the D&modar some four miles south of 
K&ksa and is only interesting as being traditionally identified 
with the prinoes of the Sadgop dynasty. Four miles, north of 
K&ksa lies the fort of R&jgarh, whioh was oonstruoted by 
Ohitra Sen Rai of Burdw&n to overawe his conquest of G-opbhum. 
Local tradition now connects this stronghold and that at 
Ghuruli& on the Ajay with the Mar&thft invasions of the 18th 
oentury, but this is contradicted by history and by the probabilities 
of the case. They lie in the path whioh the wild jungle tribes 
of the west, the Ohuars of the Jharkhand, followed in their 
desoents on the settled oo untry of Bengal, and within the forest 
tract whioh possessed no attraction for the Mar&thft freebooters. 
They are not provided with moats as a defenoe against horsemen 
and would have been easily assailable by well equipped troops, 
although they presented serious obstacles to naked hillmen 
armed only with bows and arrows. Moreover, the gh&tw&li posts 
attached to them show that they were permanent stations for 
defence and not mere plaoes of refuge. The country round 
Ohiruli& is now open though bare, but the fort stands on a rooky 
promontory in such dense forest that it is difficult to make out 
its shape* A temple to Sy&marupa is still maintained in the 
citadel and near it lie seven dismounted five-pounder cannon of 
English, manufacture, all of whioh have been carefully spiked. 
The R&jgarh fort is a handsome ruin forming a rectangular 
fortification without a moat, standing just dear of the foreet 
and surrounded by a rampart, which on the west side is still 
about 40 feet high, with bastions at the corners and along the 
faces. Much of the masonry of the southern and northern 
gateways, and also of an interior residence, still remains. Oat* 
side the southern gate are the remains of an outwork or barbican, 
with polygonal towers at the comers built of small exoellently 
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moulded bricks. It oommanded .both the highway along the 
A jay and the road from Suri or Nagar vi£ llambaa&r to 
Bishnupur. 

Kalna Subdivision — The south-eastern subdivision of the 
district lying between 23° 7' and 23° 36' N. and 88° 0' and 88° 
25'E., with an area of 399 square miles. The subdivision is bounded 
on the north by the K&twa subdivision, ou the east by the 
Bh&gSrathi, and on the south and west by Hooghly and the Burd- 
w&n subdivision. The principal rivers are the Bhaglrathi, which 
separates it from Nadia, the B&nka, and the Khan which joins the 
Bhaglrathi a little above Kalna. The subdivision like the adjoin- 
ing subdivision of K&twa, is flat and alluvial and the eastern portion 
along the bank of the Bhaglrathi is waterlogged and swampy, 
that river in its progress eastwards having left long loops of 
disused channels along its banks. The subdivision for many 
years suffered very severe^ from the Burdwan fever and is 
still very unhealthy It contains the thanas of Kalna, Mantes- 
war, and Purbasth&li. Its population in 1901 was 233,369, 
the density being 585 persons to the square mile. It contains 
one town, Kalna, its head-quarters, with a population of 8,121 
and 698 villages. Nadongh&t in the interior has a large trade 
in rice and is one of the principal agricultural marts of the 
district. 

K&lna. — Head -quarters town of the subdivision of the same 
name, situated on the right bank of the Bh&girathi in 23° 13' N. 
and 88° 22'E. The area of the town is two square miles and it 
lies on a long narrow strip pf high land overlooking the river. 
Aooording to the census of 1901 it has a population of 8,121 
persons. Kftlna was a place of great importance in Muhamma- 
dan times and the rains of the old fort oonstruoted to command 
the river can still be seen* It was formerly one of the principal 
ports of the district in the days when the river was the main 
ohannel for trade, but the river has silted up considerably, the 
East Indian and other Railways have diverted the traffic, and 
the proeperity of the town has long been declining. For several 
yeese also it was the focus of the terrible Burdw&n fever,, which 
ravaged the district between 1862 and 1874, end even after the 
diaappearattfe of the disease was for many yean extremely 
unhealthy. The town is falling into decay and many of the 
brick-built houses in the bazar axe now in mins. Kilns was 
formerly a favoured seat of the Burdw&n house and moat of 
the ptaesa of interest in the town are closely oonneoted with 
that family* The Mahirij& still keeps up a palaae hero and 
near it are a series of 109 Siva Rngam temples similar to fhoat 
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at Naw&b H&t in Burdw&n. The temples at K&lna were 
oonstruoted and consecrated by Mah&r&j& Tej Chandra Bahadur 
in 1809. The temples, whioh are all dedicated to Siva, are 
arranged in ooncentrio oiroles, the outer circle consisting of 66 
temples containing blaok and white Imprints alternately, while 
the inner oircle has 42 templos containing white hngatm only. 
The temples touoh one another except where spaces are left for 
entranoe into the centre. Each temple is a circular domed 
cell with the ting am in the centre. The worship of an hundred 
and eight phallio emblems of Siva is mentioned in the T&ntras 
as productive of great religious merit. It is said to have speoiol 
efficacy in averting certain dangers such as social degradation, 
loss of oaste, extinction of one’s race, or fatal disease. The 
number 108 has a great significance. The templos represent 
tho beads in a rosary, and these symbolize the letters in the 
Sanskrit alphabet. The fifty letters counted from beginning 
to end and again the other way give us tho figure 100 . To 
this is added M 8 ” as representing tho groups (a, ka, cha, ta, 
tha, pa, ya, 9 a) into whioh the letters are arranged. There 
is yet one more bead called the meru or polo whioh serves 
to separate the two terminal beads and whioh, by its peculiar 
shape, apprises the votary that tho full tale of the beads has been 
told off. Accordingly there is an 109th temple standing outside 
the temple grounds, typifying the meru or the polar bead. It 
may be interesting to note that the word “ akiha ”, whioh is a 
Sanskrit synonym of rosary, is a compound of the two letters 
“ a ” and “ kiha 99 (respectively the first letter and the meru). 
Among the other temples in the grouuds of the palace are a very 
fine one of oarved brickwork dedicated to 3iva, two temples dedi- 
cated to Krishna, and several smaller ones ereoted and oonsecreted 
by the maidservants of the Raj. The Sam&j Bari whioh contains 
tombs of all the M&h&rajas and Mahar&nis of Burdwan is also 
attoohed to the palace. There is a separate building for each 
Mah&r&j& or Mah&r&ni, in whioh is kept the bones remain- 
ing from the funeral pyre, together with all the personal 
belongings of the deoeared. But the remains of the late 
Mah&r&jft and Mah&r&ni are kept in the palace building 
whioh the Mah&r&j& used to oooupy during his lifetime. The 
oooking and eating vessels of the Mah&ranI, used by her 
in bar lifetime, with her umbrella, fanB, scent -holders, eto., 
are plaoed round her remains. The remains of the late 
Mabftrftje Mfthtab ChSnd are dressed in the clothes whioh 
he need during his life, whioh are ohanged three times a 
day* They are regarded as if the ICahtefcjft was living himself 
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and are plaoed on a velvet state* oushion with silver salver, tum- 
blers, hookahs , aud atar holders, just as the late Mah&r&j& used to 
sit with all the paraphernalia of state about him. They are 
surrounded by his utensils, ohowries, walking stick and all the 
articles daily used by him in life ; in another room is shown his 
office table with the inkstand, pens, waste paper basket, etc., 
used by him ; and in another the bed which he used. The 
meals which they used to take in life are offered to the remains 
daily and are then distributed to the poor. In front is a shed 
where shows and dances are given for their entertainment. 
The bones of the Mah&r&j&s before Kirti Ohand, from the founder 
of the family, Abu Rai, are similarly kept at Dainh&t. The only 
other historical remains of interest in the town are the tombs of 
Majlis Baheb and Badr Saheb, who are regarded as the patron 
saints of K&lna. Majlis Saheb and Badr Saheb, according to 
tradition, were brothers who came to K&lna some 400 years ago 
to spread the oreed of Islam. They have taken their place as 
“ plrs” in the public faith and their tombs, whioh are still shown, 
are worshipped by Hindu aud Muhammadan alike. The most 
common offerings are small day horses, though fruits, sweets 
and flowers are often presented at the shrines. It is said that 
between the two tombs whioh are almost a mile apart on the river 
bank a man is safe from any aooident and even orooodiles will 
not attack him. K&lna is also intimately connected with the 
great religious reformer Chaitanya. It was often visited by him 
and according to popular tradition was the soene of one of his 
many transformations. There are many fine old mosques in the 
town but almost without exception these are now in ruins. Just 
south of K&lna and in its suburbs stand the ruins of a mosque 
said to be of very great antiquity. The superstructure is of 
brick but the basement is of basalt stone work, whioh, as 
in many similar edifioes in Burdw&n, bears manifest traoes 
of having been carved for Hindu uses. The bricks are large 
and .coarse and the antiquity attributed by tradition to the 
mosque most probably applies to an earlier building of either 
Hindu or Musalman construction. 

K&lna was constituted a Municipality in 1869; the Municipal 
board consists of 15 Commissioners of whom two-thirds are 
eleoted. The area within Municipal limits is two square miles. 
The town oontains the usual public offioes ; the subsidiary jail 
has accommodation for 14 prisoners. The R&j maintains a High 
English school and a dispensary. There is also a hospital 
maintained by the United Free Ohurob of Scotland Medical 
Mission. The town is served by Messrs. Hoare, Miller ft Go*’e 



GAZETTEER. 


109 


gteamera whioh ran daily throughout the year and which oompcte 
not unsuccessfully with the railway tor both goods and passenger 
traffio. Its trade is now iooreasing owing to the increased 
demand in Oaleutta for oountry produce ; and when the railway 
whioh is at present under construction is completed, it will 
probably develop rapidly. 

Kfttwn Subdivision.— North-eastern subdivision of the district, 
lying between 23 6 26' and 23° 50' N. and 87 # 44' and 88° 17' B., 
with an area of 404 square miles. The subdivision con 'iste entirely 
of a flat alluvial plain being a portion of theGangetio delta, and in 
the east along the banks of the Bhiglrathi the soil is water, 
logged and swampy. It is bounded on the north by BirbhSm 
and Murshidibid, and on the south by the E&twa and 
Burdw&n subdivisions. On the east the Bhigfrathi separates 
it from NadiA. The prinoipal rivers are the Ajay, which 
for the last fifteen miles of its oourse runs through the 
subdivision, and the Kunur. Its population in 1901 was re- 
turned at 248,806 compared with 230,227 in 1891, the density 
being 616 persons to the square mile. It contains two towns 
Katwa, its head-quarters, having a population of 7,220, and 
Diinhat, and 445 villages. Large annual fairs are held at 
Agradwlp and Dadia. The manufacture of tatar silk is an 
important industry in the subdivision# 

Katwa. — Head-quarters town of the subdivision of the same 
name, situated at the junotion of the Bliigirathi and Ajay rivers 
in 23° 3»' N. and 88° 8' E. Aooording to the oeusus of 1901 the 
population is 7,220. The fine strategical position of Kitwa 
soon attracted the notice of the Muhammadan conquerors of 
Bengal and it was one of their earliest seats. During the P*nod 
of the Marithi invasions it was considered the key to Murshidi- 
bid, and was frequently used as a base by Ah Vardi Khin in his 
operations against the invaders. In 1742 he defeated the 
Mar&this in a pitohed battle outside the walls of the fort. In 
1757 Olive, in his march up the western bank of the Bbiglrathi' 
before the battle of Plassey, seised the fort of Kitwa which was 
abandoned by the garrison at the first assault. The English 
army encamped in the town and it was here after ap hours 
meditation in a grove near the town, that Olive, dierag smdi^ 
the opinion of the council of war whioh he himself had ceUed, 
formed the momentous decision that gave Bengal to the 
India Company. The old fort which was a nmple earthwork 
and mounted fourteen guns, now Ues in the heart of the torn and 
tirrma its poorest quarter entirely inhabited by Muhammadans. 
It Is situat ed on a tongue of land at the sonflsew® ©f the 
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Ajay and Bh&glrathi and is still distinctly defined by a deep and 
wide moat exoept on the north side. A large mosque in very 
fair preservation still exists within it. It was built by Jafar Kh&n, 
better known as Murshid Kuli Kh&n, the founder of Murshid&b&d 
and Sub&hdar of Bengal from 1702 — 1725. K&twa is held sacred 
by the Vaishnabs as having been the place where their apostle 
Chaitanya entered upon the life of an ascetic. Steamers used to ply 
all the year round to the town, but owi eg to the silting up of the 
Bh&giratbi and the opening of the East Indian Railway the com- 
mercial importance of the plaoe has deolined ; the new railway 
line from Hooghly to K&lna will however by carried on to 
K&twa and should lead to a revival of its trade. K&twa was consti- 
tuted a Municipality in 1869. The town contains the usual publio 
offices; the subsidiary jail has accommodation for 24 prisoners. 

Khana. — A village in the head-quarters subdivision of the 
district, situated in 23° 20' N. and 87° 46' E. The population in 
1901 was 1,600. Kh&na is an important junotion on the East 
Indian Railway where the loop line branches off from the chord 
line. 

Khandaghosh. — A village in the head-quarters sub division 
of the district, situated in 23° 12' N. and 87 3 44' E., 8 miles 
from Burdw&n on the road to Son&muhki and BankurS. Accord- 
ing to the oensuB of 1901 its population was 4,201 and it is 
one of the largest villages in the district. It contains a police- 
station, a dispensary, a sub-registry office and a Middle English 
SohooL 

Kulingram. — A large village in the Burdwan subdivision 
situated some six miles south of Mem&ri railway station. The 
village is by common rumour a very ancient settlement. In the 
month of Magh a fair is held here in honour of the village deity 
Gopal and some thousands of people gather yearly to see the 
image of the god. There is a District Board dispensary here, 
and a branch post-ofiioe. The population according to the census 
of 1901 was 1,149. 

Hahta.— A village in the Burdw9n subdivision situated some 
seven miles from 6uskh&r& railway station. The village oontains 
a Distriot Board dispensary, a Sanskrit tot, a middle English 
sohool, a vernacular p&thshdld and a branch post-office. A fair 
is held here twice a week. M&hta is a very old village and was 
formerly a well-known oentre of Sanskrit education. A religious 
fair is held here yearly at the beginning of Magh in honour of 
the village god Gfobinda J{. 

Hangalkot.— A village situated on the banks of the river 
Kunur in the Katw& subdivision. It oontains a polioe station 
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uncharitable dispensary maintained by the Distiiet Board, a 
Vadrasa maintained by the loeal Muhammadans and a branch post- 
offioe. The sub-renistry offioe named after the village is situa- 
ted in Natunh&t about two miles off. There are aooording to the 
last oensus 623 houses in the village containing a population of 
2,336 souls. Mangalkot was formerly a great Muhammadan settle- 
ment and there are many ruined mosques in the village and in 
those adjoining it. The Muhammadan population still predomi- 
nates though most of them are poor. It is also rioh in Hindu 
remains of an earlier date and may possibly have been one of .the 
outposts of the Sadgop kingdom of Gopbhum. 

Kogram or Ujani, a neighbouring village on the other side 
of the river Kunur was the birthplace of the famous Vaishnab 
poet Loohan Das and is said to be one of the many plaoes which 
received the fragments of 8aiV& corpse when it was out into pieces 
by the wheel of Vishnu. It is also connected with Brimanta 
Baudagar whose voyage is described in the Chandi of the poet 
Kabi Kankan. A large number of pilgrims resort to the 
place on the anniversary of Loohan Das’ death when a large 
fair is held. 

Mankur. — A village in the head-quarters subdivision of the 
distriot, situated in 23° 26' N. and 87° 34' E. The population 
in 1901 was 7,206. Mankur is a station on the chord line of 
the East Indian Kailwoy, 90 miles from Caloutta, and has a 
considerable trade; it is also the chief seat of the local silk 
weaving industry. The Church Missionary Society maintains 
a Medical Mission here with a hospital and dispensary with 3 
European ladies in charge and an efficient staff of workers under 
the Church of England Zenana Society. Eleven thousand 
patients were treated in 1901. Mankur is famous for its sweet- 
meats and its confectioners are noted for their old, khdjd and 
kadmd . Amr&rgarh, a mile north of the railway station, is by 
tradition identified as the seat of Mahendran&th or, as he is locally 
called, Mahindi R&j&, the only prince of the Sadgop dynasty of 
Gopbhum whose name still survives The long lines of fortifica- 
tion which enolosed his walled town are still visible just where 
the laterite plateau juts out into the alluvial land of the delta. 
They consist of a ruined earthwork rampart and ditch enclosing 
a square of about a mile in area. \ 

Xanteswar. — A small village in the K&lna subdivision 
situated on the east bank of the Khari river. The village is the 
head-quarters of a police station, and contains a sub-registry 
office and a branoh post-office. There are some very old temples 
here one of whioh is dedicated to Siva under his name Manteswar. 
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Memari — A Tillage in the head-quarters subdivision of the 
district, situated in 28° 10' N. and 88° 7' E. The population in 
1901 was returned as 1,674. Mem&ri is a station on the East 
Indian Railway and an important trade centre ; silk saris and 
dhoti « are also manufactured. The Tillage oontains an independent 
police outpost and a Sub-Registry office. 

Nadanghat. — A Tillage in the K&lna subdivision, situated 
on the Khar! in 23° 22' N. and 88° 15' E The population in 
1901 was 916. N&dangh&t is the principal rice mart in the 
interior of the district and large quantities of grain are brought 
down by country boat from the village to the Bh&glrathi. 

Ondal . — See Andftl. 

Rains. — A village in the head-quartere subdivision of the 
district, situated in 23° 40' N. and 87° 56' E., south of the 
D&modar river. It is the head-quarters of a police-station and 
in the early part of the 19th century was notorious for its thags, 
who were first found in Bengal here in 1802. Aooording to 
popular rumour the people of Rain& th&na are particularly fierce 
and warlike. After the suppression of thagi the descendants of 
the thag% are said to have taken to dacoity as a means of 
subsistence. Some of the stories told of the most famous of these 
robbers among the country-people are worth recording. One of 
their leaders “ could eat the raw flesh of a goat and drink three 
bottles of brandy at a meal”. Another, a woman, oould ride 
a horse “as oleverly as an expert oolonel or captain would do” 
and on one occasion with only the help of a sword and her 
husband robbed a zamigdar’s house in spite of his numerous 
men servants and armed retainers. Another woman with her 
old father put to flight and killed ten armed men who assaulted 
them. 

Banlganj. — A town in the Asansol subdivision, situated on 
the north bank of the D&modar river, in 23° 36' N. and 87° 6' E. 
The population in 1901 was 15,841. The town, whioh is situated 
on the East Indian Railway, owes its importance to the develop- 
ment of the ooal industry. Extensive potteries give employment 
to 900 hands, the value of the outturn in 1909 being estimated at 
3*18 lakhs; paper mills employ nearly 1,100 hands and in 1909 
made 6,394 tons of paper, valued at Rs. 16 36 lakhs; and three 
oil-mills were also at work. There is also a considerable trade 
in rice and oil. The town contains a police-station and sub- 
registry office. A Wesleyan Methodist Mission maintains a 
leper asylum, and an orphanage and day schools. R&nlganj 
was formerly the head-quarters of the subdivision, but in 1906 
the subdivisions! Magistrate’s Court was removed to Asansol. 
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According to Homfray " the name is derind from the proprietary 
rights of the oollieriee having been vested in the late Bin 
of Bnrdw&n.”* A few years before the mutiny the portion of 
the town whioh now forms its oentre, was an uninhabited plain 
covered with brushwood and jungle^ and in the quarter now 
known as Ehsntsoli there were only a few huts oooupied by right 
poor families of go&l&s and Muhammadans: whilst the village 
of Kum&rb&z&r or Kumftr R&mohandr&pur, now within municipal 
limits at the eastern edge of the town, was a pretty agricultural 
hamlet. During the mutiny R&niganj was the terminus of 
the East Indian Railway, and a oantonment for the troops who 
had to detrain here on their way up-oountry was established 
temporarily at Ehantsuli, whioh was afterwards better known as 
Qor&bfiz&r or “ the white soldier’s market.” After the opening of 
the railway the prosperity of the town was assured. Before the 
extension of the line the criminal oourt, polioe-station, ’post office 
and look-up were located in Mangalpur, some two miles from 
R&niganj ; and the Munsif’s court was at Ukhra, eight miles to 
the north, which was then ia the distriot of Birbhum. At that 
Rftnlg&nj was included in this distriot for purposes of revenue 
administration only, the criminal administration being under 
Mtobhum - R&niganj was formerly considered the centre of the 
coal industry and the Bengal Coal Company still has its head 
office at Egara, near the town. The quality of coal obtainable is 
not, however, so good as that received from the mines further 
weat, and Asansol has now taken tht place of R&niganj as the 
oentre of the trade in this distriot. Most of the houses in the 
town are of brick and the roads are well kept. The olimate is 
very hot in summer but is dry and healthy. 

Bihflbgwti*— A large village in the bead-quarters subdivision 
mm» seven miles north-east of Q-uskh&r& railway station. 
The population in 1901 was 495. Aooording to tradition the 
village owes its name to a Mr. Cheek (possibly the well known 
Mr. Choap of Birbhum) who started a trading oentre here. It was 
formerly an important distributing oentre but sinoe the opening 
of the railway station at GhuhbSr* has greatly declined in 
importance. A market is held here twice a week. 

ff ftliwiShaA — A village in the head-quarters subdivision of 
the distriot, in 23° 4' N. and 38° S' E. It is the head-quarters 
of a polioe -station and in the seventeenth century was oalled 
pnfaj manahsdj and was the revenue and executive centre of the 
M.ig tu>1 Sark&r of that name. 

• <y]j, coal-field of the Dimudah. Journal of the Astatic Society of Bengal, 1848. 
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Salimpnr. — A small pargana at the south-west edge of 
Gopbhum which, according to current tradition, formed a part of 
that kingdom under the Sadgop chiefs of K&ksa and Bharatpur 
until it was wrested from them by the Muhammadans. The name 
is said to be a contraction of Sulaim&npur, after one of the 
kings of Bengal. 

Satg&chia. — A village in the head-quarters subdivision of the 
district about 20 miles due east of Burdw&n town It is the head- 
quarters of a police-station. Close by at Boh&r is a fine Madraea 
which was constructed at the dose of the last oentury. It is an 
extensive brick building enclosing a quadrangle with oloisters, 
chapels, dormitories and class rooms. Originally it contained 
accommodation for 7<H; students, but owing to the terms in whioh 
the farman constituting the aimmd grant for its maintenance is 
worded, the hereditary muticdh is under no control, and the 
building is not fittingly maintained, while its character as a 
teaching institution has been entirely lost sight of. 

Senpahari. — A pargana on the eastern slopes of the Asansol 
watershed. The pargana was formed by R&j& Chitrft Sen Rai 
of Burdwan after his conquest of Gopbhum, and is called after 
himself and the stronghold whioh he built near Gorangapur on 
a hill over-looking the A jay. 

Shergarh. — A large pargana in the Asansol subdivision whioh 
is practically conterminous with the R&ulganj ooal- field. It is 
that part of the promontory of Central India whioh lies between 
the A jay and the D&modar, a stretch of rolling rooky country 
parts of whioh are still: covered with forest. Owing to its physical 
character and situation it was for many centuries the high road 
and harbour of the Chuars of the Jharkhand -the jungle tribes 
generally— in their desoents upon the settled country to the 
east. It thus became a sort of debateable land the possession 
of whioh was contested by all the great houses lying upon its 
borders. It was ultimately conquered by R&j& Chitr& Sen Rai 
of Burdw&n about 1742 A.D. It oontains two old forts. That 
at Churulia on the Ajay is of stone and is said to have been 
built by R&j& Narottam. But tradition and history are alike 
silent as to this R&j& and no one oan even say to what oaste 
he belonged. The oldest residents of Churulia are the Mu- 
hammadan aimmdd&r* who live under the fort and who have 
taken its out stones for their mosques and houses. Mr. Oldham 
conjectures that the aimmdddra may be descendants of Muhamma- 
dan soldiery who stormdd the fort as in the similar case at K&ksa, 
which is not improbable. The other fort is an earthwork at 
Dihl Shergarh, tike old oapital of the pargana on the D&modar. 
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It was erected by and still belongs to the Rajput house of 
P&nohet, who were the proprietors of Shergarh until R&j& Chitrft 
Sen Rai wrested it from them. The Path&n; sovereigns of 
Birbhum also at one time possessed part of the pargana . * 

Sitarampur.— A village in the Asansol subdivision, situated 
on the main line of the East Indian Railway. It is an important 
railway junction, the chord line to Mokameh branching off here 
from the grand chord which goes on to Gaya. Sitarampur is 
one of the principal subsidiary centres of the Ranfganj and 
Bar&kar coal-fields, and there are many large collieries in its 
neighbourhood. 

Ukhra. — A village in the Asansol subdivision situated on the 
railway line oonnecting And&l and Suri. Ukhra is one of the 
largest villages in the district and contains some 4,000 inhabitants. 
There is a high English sohool here, a dispensary, a grain bank, 
and several interesting temples. The village is the seat of the 
an ancient family of zamlnd&rs to whose generosity and public 
spirit it owes most of the institutions mentioned above. 

• Oldham. Some Historical and Ethnical Aspects of the Burdwan District 
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Aba Bii, ancestor of the BnrdwSn 
Bajis, 27. 

Aehaijys,* fortune teller, 71. 
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1887, 175. 

A diflare. King of Bengal, 60. 

Administration, early 82-87 ; land reve- 
nue, 144-168 ^general, 169-164; of 
justice, 182. 

Administrative changes, 89; charges 
and staff, 169. 

Aghani crops, 9L 

Agradwip, description of, 188. 

Agricultural Association, 98. 

Agricultural classes, 109, 111, 114, 117. 

Agriculture, 87-98. 

Agriculturists, material condition of, 114, 
116* 

Aguri caste, origin of, 22 ; description of, 
64-66. 

Aln-i-Akbari, 24, 144. 

Ajay river, description of, 6. 

Akbar, capture of Burdwan by his 
troops, 28. 

All TOrdi KhSn, NawSb of Bengal, 29. 

Aman rice, cultivation of, 98-96. 

Amxavgerh, fort of Mahendrauath at, 22. 

Amusements, 72. 

Amystis, Identified with Ajay river, 18, 

AndAmatle river. Identified with the 
Dimoder, 18. 

Animists, 61. 

AndKl, description of, 188 ; dispensary at, 
85. 

Aidhmolflfijf 89. 

Artis ans , wages of, 109 ; materiel condition 
A U5. 


Arts end industries, 120-186. 

Aryans, 18. 

Assnsol, description of, 184 ; growth of, 
48, 44; trade of, 126; railway 
settlement at, 185 ; bungalow at, 140; 
aub-registiy office at, 162; thlna at, 
164 ; Municipality at, 171 ; European 
■chools at, 181 ; Missions at, 48; print* 
in g presses at, 182 ; Volunteer head- 
quarters at, 185; emigration depAts 
at, 184 ; dispensary at^ 85. 

Asansol Municipality, 171, 

Asansol Subdivision, description of, 188. 

Assessment of rents, 108. 

Association Agricultural, 98. 

A us rice, cultivation of, 92, 98. 

Anagram, description of, 186 ; dispensary 
at, 85; tbfina at, 164. 

Asia: -n -Shan, his defeat of Subha 
28. 

B. 

Babla river, desertion of, 10. 

Be dr Saheb, Shrine of, at Kilns, 61, 198. 

Badshahi roads, 28, 186, 187. 

Bagdis, connection with the Mal% 19 ; 
identified with the Gangardss or 
Oangarides, 18; religion of, 65-67 
description of, 66, 

BagnapSrS, description of, 186. 

Eaignnie te$ Barakar. 

Bairagis, followers qf Chaitenye, 65. 

Bakhtyar Khilji, his invasion of Bengal, 
28. 

Ballal Sen, his enquiry into the statue 
of the Brahmans in Bengal, 60. 

BSnka river, description of, 8; floods of, 
106. 

Banpis, description of, 185; brass and 
bell metal manufactures at, 126. 
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Barekar river, description of, 7. 

Banker village, deecripfcion of, 185; 
iron and atoel works st, 118 i dSk 
bun g alow at, 140; thana at, 161; 
temples at, 186. 

Baral, description of, 187. 

Bauris, identified with the Bhars of 
Behar, 20; early history of, 20; 
religion of, 65-56; description of, 
66 . 

Beggars, 116. 

Bell metal manufactures, 125. 

Bengal Coal Company, formation of, 
180. 

Bengal Dyers and Skinners Co., 120. 
Bengal Iron and Stoel Works, 118. 

Bengal Paper Mills, 120. 

Bengal Nagpur Railway, 142, 

Bengali language, 45. 

Bkadoi crops. 91. 

B hag-jot (holding), 155. 

Bhagirathi river, description of 5; 

navagation on, 141. 

BhardhamSna ( Burdwan), 1. 

Bhar atpur, fort of the Gopbhiim dynasty 
at, 22. 

BhSskar R3o, defeat of, at Katwa by 
Ali YSrdi Khan, 80. 

Birbbum, Rajas of, 28. 

Birds, 15. 

Birth-rate, 78. 

Bisbnupur, BSjla of, 28, 29. 

Botany, 13-14. 

Boundaries of the district, 1-2. 

Brahmottar land, 168. 

Brihmana, RSrhi, 60-68. 

Brlkmrin river, Jaeeription of, 10. 

Brass, manufacture of, 125. 

Briek manufacture, 119. 

Bridges, 140. 

British, early rule of, 82, 87. 

Bud-bud, dlscription of, 187 
Buddhism, traces of, 57. 

Bungalows, staging, 140. 

Bardwan Subdivision, description of, 
188 - 


BurdwSo town, description of, 188-182; 
rainfsll of, 77; historicsl reference* to, 

18, 21, 23, 24, 26,27,28,30,81; popula- 
tion, 44; water-supply of, 108; hospital 
at, 85 ; sub-registry office at, 162 ; dis- 
trict jail at, 164 ; municipality at, 67 ; 
college at, 178; schools at, 178, 181; 
police station at, 164; public library 
I at, 182 ; printing presses at, 182*; 
manufacture of cutlery at, 123; old 
tombs at, 189 ; temples at, 190 ; palace 
and gardens of the Maharaji at, 191 ; 
zoological garden at, 191. 

Bardwan fever, 78, 79. 

Burdwan Mnnicipality, 167. 

Burdwan Raj, foundation of, 27; history 
I of, 27-39. 

Burdwan Rojas; Sacgam Rai, Abu Rai, 
B«bu Rai, Ghana Shyam Rai, Krishna 
Ram Rai, 27; Jagat Ram Rai, 27, 28; 
Kirti Chandra Rai, 28; Chitra Sen Rai, 
31; Maharaja Tilak Chandra Rai, 82; 
Maharaja Tej Chandra, 85; MahSrija 
Mahtab Cband, 38; Maharaja AftSb 
Chand, 39 ; M a ha raj Adhiraj 8ir Bijay 
Chand Mahtab, Bahadur, X.O.I.B., 39. 
Burdwan R^j College, 178. 

Burdwan Raj khas mahals, settlement 
of, 108. 

Burdwan Raj high schools, 178. 

Burdwan Raj public library, 182. 

Bardwan Technical School, 181. 

Burn A Co , Factories of, 119. 

c. 

Calamities, natural, 99-106* 

Calcutta, fortification of, 28. 

Canals, 11, 8 8, 141. 

Carving, stone, 125. 

Cash rents, 108* 

Castes and tribes, 59-67* 

Cattle, 97. 

Census statistics, 41-44. 

Cesses, revenue faun, 159* 

Chaitanya, Ufa of, 58-64; teachings of, 64; ' 
connection of, with tbs district, 64 185, 
198, 19% 199. 
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Chakfighl, description of, 188; High 
school at, 196, 199 ; dispensary »*> 65. 

ChandSls, connection of, with the Might, 
81. 

Cbandernagore, fortification of, 28. 

Charitable dispensaries, 85. 

ChamkMBri eVSkram lands, 167* 

Chaukiddrs , 156, 164. 

Chinsnra, fortifieation of, 28. 

Chitra Sen Bai, BSjS of Baldwin, 81; 
forts constructed by, at Bajgarh, 82. 

Cholera, epidemics of, 88. 

Christians, 46*49. 

Chuari, 20. 

Chnrcb Missionary Society, former 
schools of, 46, 47, 174. 

Chnrulia, fort at, 20 ; description of, 192. 

Civil Justice, administration of, 162. 

Climate, 16; in relation to health, 76. 

Clive, Kafcwa taken by, 30, 

Clothing, 72, 114. 

Coal discoveries, early history of, 128. 

Coal field, Raniganj, 182. 

Coal, methods of working, 188. 

Coal mines, 117, 128-135 ; accidents in, 
135; labour in, 184; inspection of, 
135. 

Coal mining, development of 181 ; 
present state of, 131. 

College, Bnrdwin Raj, J78. 

Collegiate, education, 178. 

Collieries, 117, 128-185. 

Commerce, 186. 

Commercial classes, material condition of* 
118. 

Communication, means of, 186-143; in 
early times, 186-137 ; Railways, 142- 
148 ; roads, 188-140 ; water, 140-141 . 
postal, 148. 

Configuration of the district, 2. 

Contract supply system, 180, 

Cooly emigration depdts, 185. 

Cotton weaving, 188. 

Country spirit, manufacture and con- 
sumption of, 160. 

Cosrtt Civil and Criminal, 163. 

Crime* 168-168. 

Criminal justice* administration of, 168. 


Crops, principal, 91, 

Colne, see KSlna. 

Cultivation, extension of, 95; improve- 
ments in, 96. 

Cultivators, material condition of, 114. 
Cutlery, manufacture of, 128-125. 

Cutwa, see Katwa. 

Cyclone of 1874, 99. 

D. 

Dacoities, 163. 

DafadSrs, 164. 

Dainhat, description of, 192; Munici- 
pality ot, 170; diBpensary'at, 86; police 
outpost at, 164. 

Dainhat Municipality, 170. 

DAk bungalows, 140. 

Damodar river, description of, 6; navi- 
gation on, 7, 140. 

Dar-kofa holdings, 155. 

Dar-mukarari tenures, 154. 

Dar-patui tenures, 150, 158. 

Hand Khun, defeat of, at Rajmahal, 28 ; 

his sou Kuttu, 2'4. 

Death-rate, 78. 

Deboltar laud, 169. 

Density of population, 42. 

Devi Vara, reforms of, 62. 

Dhalkisor river, description of, 8. 
Dharmaraj, worship of, 57-58. 

Dilii Sborg&rli, fort at, 20, 204. 

Diseases, principal, 80-88. 

Dispensaries, 86. 

Distilleries, 160. 

District, formation of, 89. 

District Board, adin initiation of, 165, 
166 ; roads, 188-140 $ District staff, 
169, 

Dome, 21. 

Drainage works In Municipalities, 168* 
171. 

Dravidlan races, 18, 80, 21, 

Dress of the people, 78, 114. 

Drinking, 78, 160. 

DwSrkeswar river* 8. 

Dwellings, 69-70. 

P 
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E> 

Earthquakes, 99. 

Baat Indian Railway, 143. 

Eden Canal, 11, 88, 141. 

Education, 172-182; indigenous system of, 
172 ; work of Church Missionary Society* 
46-47, 174; progress of, 174-176. 
statistics of, 177; collegiate, 178; 
secondary, 178 ; primary, 179 ; female, 
176* 180 ; technical, 181 ; of Muhamma- 
dans, 181; of Europeans, 16L. 

Educational staff, 178. 

Embaokments, 10; origin of, 104. 

Emigration, 48. 

Engineering works at Asansol, 120. 

English Schools, 181. 

Enteric fever, 81. 

Estates, subdivision of, 162; number and 
revenue of, 162. 

European Schools, 181. 

Excise administration, 160. 

Exhibition, agricultural, 98. 

Exports, 126. 

Extension of cultivation, 96. 

r. 

Factories, 118-120. 

Fairs, 97. 

Famine of 1770,88-86; liability to, 99, 
of 1866, 100-108; of 1874, 108-104. 

Faridpur, description of, 198; thins 
at, 164. 

Fauna, 15. 

FaujdBri gumathta, 70. 

Female education, 176, 180. 

Ferries, 142. 

Fever, in BurdwEn, 78-79 ; prevelence of, 
76; types of, 80-82. 

.Fish, 15. 

Fishing, methods of, 16. 

Floods, 104-106. 

Flour mills, 120. 

Food grains, prices of, 110 j in famine, 

100 . 

Food of the people, 7l. 

Forests, 10. f 


Formation of the district, 88. 

Fort at, Dihl Bbtfgaik, 10, 204; Bnj- 
garh, 20, 82; Churalia, 3Q, 192 
Amiaigaih near Minknr, 22, 201; 
Burdwan, 191 ; KStwa, 80, 199 ; Kilns, 
196 ; KulingrSm, 191. 

Foundries, 118. 

Free Churoh of Scotland Mission, 49, 176. 


G. 

Ganges, see BhSgirathi. 

Game birds, 15. 

6se/o f consumption of, 161. 

Gangarde, mentioned by Greek geogra- 
phers, 18; identified with the Bagd'i 
theMalli,18, 19; Bnvdwan, capital town 
of, 18. 

General administration, 169-164, 

Geology, 11-18. 

GKatm&li lands, 167. 

Gkattbali tenures, 167. 

Gh&twSls, 167. 

GirU* schools, former* 176, present, 180. 
GondwanS system, 12. 

Gopbkum. pargsna of, 198. 

Gopfohum, Sadgnp kings of, 21-28. 

Qotr**, Brahmin, 60. 

Government Estates, 168, 180. 

Gram SaranJMmi gmtieM, 166. 

Grimya Devata, worship of the, 58, S3- 
Grand Trank road, 188. 

GmmTUhta, 70. 

Gupta Kings, 21. 

Guru training schools, 182. 

Guskhara description of, 124; trade of 
126 ; Sub- registry office at, 162; infec- 
tion bangs low at* 140. 

M. 

Hud Indutriu. ISO-126. 

Mtrimukirttuh 12. 

Matt, iae. 

Hutton Vum, 86, 188. 

HMltta, pnblic, 16 * 6 , 

Butt*. Hr. Barton taa Glut, UtL 
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Hemp 470014 consumption of, 141. 

High English schools, 179. 

Hinduism, 62-55. 

History of the : ot, 18-89; of land 
revenue administration, 144-151 ; of 
cool discoveries, 1*8-180; of education. 
172-176. 

Honorary Magistrates, 162. 

Hooghly river, im Bhagiratbi river. 
Hospitals, 84, 85. 

Hostels, 182. 

Houses of the people, 69 f 70. 

Hypergamy, among Brahmins, 61. 

I. 

Ichhay Ghosh, temple of, 194. 

Jjara leases, 154. 

Immigration, 48. 

Imports, 126. 

Income-Tax, 161. 

Indebtedness, 111, 112, 115. 

Indigo, former cultivation of, 126. 
Induetrial classes, 117 ; material con- 
dition of. 111, 112, 115. 

Industrial education, 181. 

industries, 120*126; in district jail, 167. 

Institutions, Medical, 84. 

Iron and Steel works, 118. 

Ironware, manufacture of, 123-125. 
Irrigation, 88. 

j. 

J*ito, 16* 

Jail induatrias, 164. 

Jami (tenant’s holding), 155. 

Jamalpur, description of, 194 ; Snb-regis* 
try office at, 162; thane at, 164; ins- 
pection bungalow at, 140. 

JSn (Santalwitch doctor), 52, 

Jit Baishtams, followers of Chaitanyg, 56. 
Jahangir, Emperor, 24, 26. 

Jharkhand, forest of the, 20 ; chuars, in- 
habitants of, 20. 

Jones, Mr. Rupert, his report on the 
Bengal noal fields, 180. 

Joi (tenant’s holding), 155. 


Judicial staff, 162. 

Jungle mahils, 89. 

Justice, administration of, 162. 

K. 

Kaksa village, description of, 194; history 
of, 22 ; thana at, 164; fort at, 22. 

Kala azar, 82. 

Kili, worship of, 52. 

KUna, description of, 196 ; municipality 
at, 170; population, 44; hospital at 
85 ; sub-registry office at, 162 ; sub- 
jail at, 164 ; high school at, 178 ; thana 
at, 164 ; inspection bungalow at, 140 % 
trade of, 126 ; public library at, 182 ; 
printing presses at, 182; temples at, 
196. 

Kalna subdivision, description of, 196, 

Kalna Municipality, 170. 

Kalyaneswari, temple of, 89, 187. 

Kaaa river, description of, 9. 

Kama Su varna, Burdwan, identified a a 
capital of, 21. 

Katadupa, old name of Katwa, 18. 

KiLLwa subdivision, description of, 19P. 

Katwa, historical references to, 18, 23, 29, 
30; description of, 199; population, 44, 
dispensary at, 85; sub-registry office 
at, 162 ; thana at, 164 ; high sehool at, 
179; sub-jail at, 164; public library 
at, 182 ; printing press at, 182 ; inspec- 
tion bungalow at, 140 ; trade of, 126 
municipality at, 169. 

Kitwa Municipality, 169. 

Khana, description of, 200. 

Khandagbjsh, description of, 200 ; thuna 
at, 164; sub-registry office at, 162 ; dis- 
pensary at, 85. 

Khar I river, description of, 8. 

Kharsoli industrial school, 181. 

Khurram, Prince, 26. 

Kolarians, 21. 

KriiKdnt (labourers), 109. 

Kulin Brahmins, 61. 

Knliugtim, dcssription of, 200; dispeu 
sary at, 86; fort at, 191* 
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Kantir river, description of,]8. 
Kutb-ud-din, •foster brother |of the Bin. 
peror Jahangir, 26; his tomb at Bard- 
win, 19. 

L. 

Labour, supply in the coal mines, 134. 
Labourers, wages of, 109 ; material condi- 
tion of, 116. 

Labouring classes, 116. 

Ladies* Society of Calcutta, schools of, 
176, 

Landlords, relation with tenants, 107, 108, 
112; material condition of, 112, 118. 
Land measures, 127. 

Land revenue, administration of, 144- 
156; receipts from, 159. 

Land tenures, 152-158. 

Languages, 45. 

■ Laterite, 3. 

Leases of land, 154. 

Leopards, 14. 

Leper asylums, 85. 

Libraries, 182. 

Lime works, 119. 

Literate population, 177-178. 

Ajocal Boards, 166. 

Local feel f- Government, 165-171. 
Locomotive wotkshops at Asansol, 120. 

M. 

Madrasas, 173 ; at Bohar, 204. 

Magistrates, 162. 

Mahajans, 71, 111. 

Mahariiui Bishtu Kumari, 34, 190. 
Mahendra Nath, King of Gopbhum, 22. 
Mahta, description of, 200 ; drspeusary 
at, 85. 

Majlis Saheb, shrine of, at Kalna, 6|, 198. 

wages of, 109. 

Maktabs, 172, 181. 

Maler, identified with the Mils, 19. 

Mils, connection with the Bagdis, 19. 
Malarial fevers, 78, 79, 80, 81. 


I Mali! Bigdis and Mils derived from, 19, 
I Malleus mount, identified with the 
Mandar hill, 19. 

Manasa, worship of, 58, 57. 

Mmndal, 70. 

Mangalkot, description of, 200; Hindu 
remains at, 22; dispensary at, 8ft; 
thsnaat, 164; sub-registry office at, 
162. 

Mankur, description of, 201; hospital at, 
85; fort at, 22, 201 ; mission at, 48; 
high school at, 179; sub-registry office 
at, 1G2. 

Man teg war, description of, 201; thuna 
at, 104 ; sub-registry office at, 162 . 
Manufactures, 120, 126. 

Manures, use of, 96. 

Mara this, raids of, 29, 30, 31, 88 ; tribute 
paid to, 00, 147. 

Marshes, 10. 

Material condition of the people, 110- 
116; of landlords, 112; of professional 
classes, 113; of commercial and indus- 
trial classes, 113, 115; of agriculturists, 
114; of labourers, 116. 

Mauran jama, 166. 

Mayo library, 182. 

Meaus of communication, 186-143. 
Measuiers, 126. 

Medical aspects, 76 ; institutions, 84, 85. 
Meinari, description of, 202 ; outpost at, 
164; sub-registry office at, 162. 

Methodist Episcopal Mission, 48. 

Middx jama , 156. 

Middle English Schools, 179. 

.Middle Vernacular Schools, 1?9. 

Migration, 43. 

Wihr ul-nissa, afterwards the Empress 
^ur J ahau, 24-26. 

Minerals, 120, 121, 122, 136. 

Miners, material condition of, 119. 

Mines 117, 130-132. 

Mir Jafar Khan, 30, 31. 

Missions, Christian, 46-49. 

Molasses, manufacture of, 125* 

Mouey-orders, 143. 

Monsoon rain full, 17, 77. 
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Muhammadans, 49-61 ; invasions of, 29 ; 
settlements of, 28, 49; education of, 
178, 181 ; at ChuruHa, 28, 192. 
Mukarrari tenures, 164; 

Municipalities, 167-171. 

M unhid Kuli Khan, settlement of, 144, 
mosque of, at Katwa, 200. 

Mutiny of 1867, 98. 

N. 

Nabs Krishna Deb, Rija, 37, 1 ID. 
Nadanghat, description of, 202; tiade 
of, 141, 

Nagpanchami, 66, 

Name of district, origin of, 1. 

Narottam Raja, fort at Churuliu of, 20. 
Natural calamities, 99-100. 

Natural divisions of district, 2. 
Navigation, 140-1 U. 

Newspapers, 182. 

Night schools, 182. 

Nunia river, description of, 9. 

o. 

Occupations ot the people, 1 17. 

On dal, tie And.il. 

Opium, consumption of, 101. 

Outposts, police, 104. 

p. 

Pmch to3t, consumption of, 161. 

PdOrs, 156. 

Falla, agricultural farm at, 98. 

Paper Mills, 120. 

Pasturage, 9 7. 

Pathshal&t, 172. 

Patni tenures, creation of, 38 ; history 
of, 148-161; incidents of, 168. 
Patnid&rs, 113, 163. 

People, the, 40-76 ; material condition of 
110-116; occupations of, 117. 
Permanent settlement, the, 87, 147. 
Permanently settled estates, 16 i, 169. 
Physical aspects of the district, 2, 8. 

JVe, veneration of, 61. 

Pir Bahrain, 61, 190. 

Police, administration of, 164, 


Polygamy, practice of, 69. 

Population, growth of, 40; census of. 
1901, 41, 42; density of, 42; urban 
43; rural, 45. 

Pottery works oF Burn & Co. , 119, 

Post offices, 143. 

Portalis, identified with llardwao town, 18. 

Postal communications, 143. 

Potatoes, cultivation of, 95. 

Prnsii Patna, the capital of the, 19. 

Prices, 110 ; in famines, 100. 

Primary education, 179, 180. 

Printing presses, 182. 

Private schools, 181. 

Produce rents, 109, 155. 

Professional classes, 117 ; material condi- 
tion of, 113. 

Public health, 76-86. 

Public Works, administration of, 159. 

Purokxt, 71. 

B. 

Pali crops, 91. 

Kufts, use of, 7, 141. 

Kagoji Bhonsla, invasion of, 29. 

Rahim Khan, revolt of, 27. 

Railways, 112; projects for, 143. 

Rainu, description of, 202; tbaua at, 164; 
Sub-Registry office at, 162. 

Rainfall, 17, 77; in relation to agricul- 
ture, 87. 

Rajbansi Mai, their connection with the 
Bugdis, 19. 

Riijg .rb, fort at, 31, 195. 

Raniganj, history of, 202 ; coal discoveries 
at, 128-130; description of, 202; 
municipality at, 169 ; hospital at, 86 ; 
sub- registry office at, 162; thana at, 
164; factories of Messrs. Burn & Co. 
at, 119; Bengal Paper Mills at, 120 ; 
trade of, 126 ; population of v 44; bun- 
galow at, 140; Wesleyan Methodist 
Mission at, 48; high school at* 179; 
technical school at, 181; pnfrjfc 
library, at, 182 ; printing presasa 
at, 182. 

Raniganj coal field, description of, 182, 
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RinTganj Municipality, 109* 

Rirh, 21, 46, 00. 
ittrhi Brahmins, 60, 63. 

S9rhi bolt, 46. 

Bates of rant, 108. 

Registration, 161. 

Registry offices, 162. 

Regulation, XLIV of 1793, 149 ; XXXV, 
XXXVI, XXXVII of 1795, 148; 
V of 1812, XVIII of 1812, VII] 
of 1819, 160. 

Relief in famine^ 100-104, 

Religions, 46-69. 

Rent-free tenures, 146, 158. 

Rents, 108 ; cash -rents, 108 ; produce 
rents, 109. 

Reptiles, 16 # 

Rest-houses, 140. 

Revenue, administration of land, 147-161 . 
Revenue history, 144-158. 

Revenue of the district, 159 ; land 
revenue, 159; stamps, 160; excise, 
160; income-tax 162 ; registration, 162. 
Rice, cultivation of, 92-95 ; prices of , 
110 . 

River system, 4. 

Road and Public Works cesses, 169. 

Roads, former, 136, 188 ; modern, J38 
140. 

Roman Catholic Mission, 48; schools. 
181. 

Rotation of crops, 96. 

Rural population, 46. 


8 . 


tiadgop Vasts, description of, 63, 64 ; 
history of, 21-28. 

8edgop kings, dynasty of, at'Qopbhum j 
21-28. 

Sihebgunj, description of, 208; Sab* 
registry office, at, 162. 

Saktism, 68, 68. 

41 f masts, 10. 

fiaMa^, payment of, 164, 166. 


3 ali m ibid, description of, 208; thina at, 
164. 

Salimpur pargana, 204. 

Ssngam Rai, founder of tho Burdwin 
house, 26. 

Sanskrit toU, 178, 182. 

Santals, religious beliefs of, 61. 

Satgachia, description of, 204 ; police 
station at, 164. 

Satyabati, Raj Knmiri, 27, 

Sayad Sayed Bokhari, 22. 

Scarcity, 104. 

Scenery of the district, 2, 8. 

Schools, 178-182 ; of Church Mission- 
ary Society, 43-48, 174 ; European, 
181 ; Girls, 180 ; High schools, 
178; Middle English, 179; Middle 
Vernacular, 179; Primary, 179; 
Technical, 181 ; Special, 181 • 

Secondary education, 178-179. 

Sen Kings, 21. 

Soupahari pargana, formation of by 
Chitra Sen Rai, 204. 

Sspatni tenures, 163. 

Service tenures, 156. 

Settlement of rent, 108. 

Settlements, early, 144-147. 

Shah Alam, invasion of, 31. 

Shah Jahan, Emperor, 20. 

Sheikhs, 49. 

Sher Afgan, history of, 2(4-26 ; tomb of, 
at Burdwin, 189. 

Shergarh pargana, history and description 
of, 204. 

Silk weaving, 120-122. 

Oimaud&tM (watchmen), 71, 167. 

Singarin river, description of, 9. 

Sitarampur, description of, 806 ; dispen- 
sary at, 86. 

Siva, worship of, 62. 

Small -pox, 88. 

Snakes, 16. 

Social life of the people 67-76. 

Soils, 80. 

Special schools, 181. 

Staging bungalows, 140. 

8 tamps, revenue from, ISO. 
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Steamer services, 141. 

Steel works, 118. 

tttewart, CeptaiD. schools of, 48, 47, 174. 
Gfabdivlsloos of tbe district, 159. 

Snbha Singh, revolt of, 27. 
Superintendents of Revenue, first 82, 
144. 

8urvey end settlement of ghatvoali lands, 
167 ; of hkat mahala of the Durdwin 
B*j, 106. 

T. 

Talitgarh, fort of, at Burdwan town, 191. 
Tamla river, description of, 9. 

Tamluk (Tamralipta), 18. 

Tanks, 8, irrigation from, 88. 

Tantias, 58. 

Tatar weaving, 120-122. 

Technical education, 181. 

Telegraph stations, 143. 

Temperature, 16, 77. 

Temples, at Barakar. 186, 187 , at 

BnrdwSn, 190; at Kalna, 197; of 
Ichhay Ghose at Gorangapur, 194. 
Temporarily-settled estates, 162. 

Tenants* holdings, 155. 

Tenants, relations With the landlords, 
107, 108, 118. 

Tenure-holders, 113, 153. 

Tenures of land, 152-168; estates, 152; 
tenures, 168-165; tenants* holdings, 
156; servico tenures, 156; rent-free 
tenures, 168. 

Thags, 168, 202. 

Thinidiri police, 156. 

Thinaa, police, 164. 

Timber, trade in, 126. 

2Vfr. 178.182. 

Topography, 1-2. 

Towns, 48. 

Trade, 126. 

Training eehoole, 182. 

Trees, 2. 

Tribes s nd castes, 60-67. 


IT. 

Ukhre, description of, 205; dispensary 
at, 85 ; high school at, 179. 
Ugrakshatriya, tet Aguri. 

Onion Committees, 167. 

Orban population, 43. 

Usury, 111, 115. 

v. 

Vaccination, 88. 

Vaishnavisim, 68-65. 

Veneration of Pirs, 61. 

Vikramsditya, legends of, at Katwa. 5. 
Villages, 45. 

Village gjds, worship of, 58. 

Village labourers, wages of, 109. 

Village life, 68. 

Village officials, 70. 

Village servants, 71, wages of, 71. 

Vital statistics, 78. 

w- 

Wages, 109. 

Warren Hastings, 85, 128. 

Water communication, 140-141. 

Water l.fts, 88. 

Water-supply of Burdwan town, 168. 
Weaving of silk, 120-122 ; of cotton, 122. 
Weights, 126. 

Weitbrecht, Uev. John James, 46, 174. 
Wells, irrigation from, 88. 

Wesleyan Mission, 48. 

Witches, belief in, 62. 

Wild animals, 16. 

Winds, 16. 

Women, education of, 176, 180. 

Z. 

Zar petkgi yara leases, 165. 

Zoology, 16. 

Zoological garden at Baldwin, IB, 



